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The Legacy of Otto Wadewitz

Many Fairhope Yacht Club members know the Wadewitz | Together, those three families helped establish what be-
Regatta as one of the club’s signature weekends each fall, came the Fairhope Yacht Club. Under Otto’s leadership,

but fewer may know the remarkable story of the man FYC officially incorporated in May 1942, with Otto serv-

whose name the event honors. ing as the club’s founding Commodore. The club’s original
charter reflected his broad vision: supporting all types of

Before moving to Baldwin County in the late 1930s to boating, including sailing, racing, cruising, and power-

open a woodworking factory, Otto Wadewitz was already | boating.

well known in the boating community in Racine, Wis-

consin. After joining the Racine Yacht Club, he quickly Ironically, while his name is now associated with one of the
rose through its ranks and, in 1933 — during the depths Gulf Coast’s premier sailing regattas, Otto himself was pri-
of the Great Depression — was elected Commodore. Otto | marily a powerboat racer rather than a sailor. Yet his love
would go on to serve an unprecedented five consecutive for all forms of boating helped shape the inclusive spirit
terms, a remarkable achievement during one of the most | that still defines FYC today.

difficult economic periods in American history. Beyond

leadership, he became a financial lifeline for the club, The founding families also donated the club’s original

personally helping keep Racine Yacht Club afloat during waterfront property, where a small clay tile building served

years when many organizations struggled to survive. as the first clubhouse. In 1944, Otto helped guide Fairhope
Yacht Club into the Gulf Yachting Association, connecting

When Otto relocated to Fairhope, his passion for boat- the young club to the broader Gulf Coast sailing commu-

ing and club life came with him. Along the shores of Fly nity and laying the foundation for decades of competitive

Creek and Bayou Volanta, the Wadewitz, Berglin, and success.

Godard families regularly gathered for boating, swim-

ming, and picnics. What began as informal waterfront After Otto passed away unexpectedly in 1946, members

gatherings soon evolved into a shared vision for a perma- | honored their founding Commodore by organizing the
nent boating community. first Wadewitz Regatta in 1947.
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From the Commodore

As we move into the fall season at Fairhope Yacht Club, the activity on the
water is only beginning to pick up. With cooler temperatures, steady breeze,
and a full calendar ahead, this is one of the best times of year to enjoy the club
and Mobile Bay.

As many of you prepare for fall sailing and upcoming regattas, now is a good
time to give your boats a thorough seasonal check. Taking care of routine
maintenance before the busy fall schedule can help prevent issues later in the
season. Checking running rigging, inspecting sails for wear, servicing trailers,
confirming safety gear is onboard, and making sure batteries, bilge pumps,
and navigation lights are in working order are all worthwhile items to review
before race weekends and fall cruising activities begin. A little preparation
now goes a long way toward safer and more enjoyable time on the water.

September also means preparations are ramping up for one of our signature
events, the Wadewitz Regatta. As members read more in this month’s news-
letter about Otto Wadewitz and the history behind the regatta, I encourage
everyone to remember that this event has always represented more than com-
petition. It reflects the volunteer spirit and sense of community that helped
build Fairhope Yacht Club from the very beginning. We will continue to need
volunteers leading up to the event and throughout race weekend, and every
contribution makes a difference.

I also want to remind members that the holiday season at the club arrives
quickly this time of year. If you are planning holiday dinners, private events,
or celebrations at FYC, please contact the office early to discuss availability
and booking options. We encourage everyone to make dining reservations at
the restaurant in advance during busy weekends and holiday events to help us
provide the best possible experience for our members and guests.

Thank you again for your continued support of Fairhope Yacht Club. I look
forward to seeing everyone at the club, on the docks, and out on the water as
we head into a great fall season.

-John Adams Commodore

September Sunset Photo Contest

As we head into one of the most beautiful times of year on Mobile Bay, we are
excited to announce a September Sunset Photo Contest for FYC members.
Whether captured from the docks, the race course, or your favorite spot on the
water, we invite members to share their best Fairhope sunsets throughout the
month. Please send your photos to mainsheet@fairhopeyachtclub.com for a
chance to be featured in an upcoming newsletter.

2026 Bridge

Commodore: John Adams - commo-
dore@fairhopeyachtclub.com

Vice Commodore: Steve Savarese - vice-
commodore@fairhopeyachtclub.com
Rear Commodore: Jennifer Stanley- rear-
commodore@fairhopeyachtclub.com
Fleet Captain: Jerry Dees - fleetcaptain@
fairhopeyachtclub.com

Fleet Surgeon: Dr. Parag Mahatekar
Secretary: Gretchen Valentine

Treasurer: Kay Robberson

2026 Board of Governors:

Chairman - Ellis Ollinger

Vice Chair - PC Randy Fitzpatrick-Wain-
wright

PC Philip Durant

Robert Brown

Tom Hutchings

Butch Smith

Dan Beasley

2026 Committees:

Adult Sailing: Holly Murray
Associates: PC Gary Garner & Louis Zad-
nichek Il

Building/Grounds: John Adams & Dave
Willits

Cruising: Jack Bystricky
Entertainment: Gary Garner

FYC Auxiliary: Deb Johnson

GYA Coordinator: PC Randy Fitzpat-
rick-Wainwright

Harbor: Chris Faircloth

Guardian: John Adams

Historians: PC Barbara Brown & Sarah
Johnston-Cox

Insurance/Marine Safety: David Barr
Juniors Advisor: Chris Dabney

Junior Commodore: Pierce Jones
Long Range Planning: Mike Nyden
Mainsheet Editor: Deb Faircloth
Membership: Austin Greene
Memorial: Pat Colvin

Offshore: Don Faircloth

Race & Regatta: Jennifer Stanley
Sailing Director: Holly Murray
General Manager: Dave Willits



Page - 3

Knost Regatta § GYA Women’s
Championship

What a weekend for Fairhope Yacht Club! Our women’s
team had an incredible showing at the Knost Regatta &
GYA Womens Championship, bringing home a 3rd place
overall finish and, with it, the first-ever podium finish for
Fairhope Yacht Club at this event!

The team sailed eight races over two days in light to mod-
erate winds, putting their boat-handling teamwork, and
racing skills to the test. Our skippers were Katie Yeager,
Trin Ollinger, and Camille McGriff, with crews Lanee Im-
perato, Elsie Hollingshead, Jilly Hollingshead, Margaret
Ollinger, Elizabeth McGrift, Heather MacNair, Randy
Wainwright, and Cassidy Wainwright.

This podium finish didn’t happen by accident. These ladies
put in the work all summer, showing up for practices and
attending a clinic to prepare for the Knost. They spent
hours on the water learning to sail together, sharpening
their skills, and building the teamwork that really showed
once the racing began.

It was so exciting to watch this group come together and
represent Fairhope Yacht Club so well. A first podium fin-
ish is something to celebrate, and we are incredibly proud
of every sailor who helped make it happen.

Congratulations to the entire team on an amazing 3rd
place finish! We're proud of you — and we're already look-
ing ahead to next year. Third place was a great start, but
next year were shooting for GOLD!

Fall Sailing is Here!

It’s hard to believe summer is already winding down, but we're
excited to keep the momentum going as our fall sailing pro-
grams get underway! Our fall clinics begin in September, and
we're looking forward to carrying all of the fun and energy
from our summer programs into the fall.

Our clinic schedule is online and registration is now open.
Most of our sailing will take place on Tuesday afternoons after
school and Saturdays, giving sailors plenty of opportunities

to get back on the water, continue building their skills, and
have fun with their friends. Whether your sailor is just getting
started or is ready to take their racing to the next level, we
have a place for them in our fall programs.

I'm especially excited about the group of sailors we have
coming into the fall. We have a lot of familiar faces returning,
along with new sailors who are ready to learn and grow. Fall is
a great time to build confidence, improve boat handling, and
develop the skills that will carry our sailors

into the winter and spring seasons.

Our high school sailing program is also kicking off after Labor
Day, with practices on Mondays and Wednesdays. We have a
fantastic group of enthusiastic sailors who are stepping into
leadership roles and helping set the tone for the team this fall.
I'm looking forward to seeing them grow not only as sailors,
but also as teammates and leaders.

If you have any questions about our clinics, high school sail-
ing, or which program is the best fit for your sailor, please feel
free to reach out to Holly Murray.
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September

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
Potluck 6 pm Associate | 5:30 Summer 11 am AUX
& Equity Social | Night Sailing Meeting
6 pm JrYC Series
7 pm Annual
Membership
Mtg
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Sunday Sailing Potluck 5:30 pm Mem- | 5:30 Summer
bership Com- [ Night Sailing
5:00 Aux Eve- mittee Series
ning Meeting
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Sunday Sailing Potluck 5:30 Summer
Night Sailing
Series
6:30 Roman
Street Perfor-
mance
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Sunday Sailing Potluck 5:30 Summer Wadewitz
Night Sailing Regatta
6:30 pm Regatta Series
Meeting
27 28 29 30
Sunday Sailing Potluck
Wadewitz
Regatta
2026 Christmas Ornament Wadewitz Regatta

Available for $25 in

the club office or from
any Auxiliary member,
these official ornaments
come in a beautiful red
box and make the per-
fect ready-to-go gift.

— =
OPE, ALA
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Volunteers are needed to help with Wadewitz. Signups
will be made available later this week. Members wanting
to volunteer may reach out to Anne Hartwell or Jennifer
Stanley.

Race Committee Meeting September 23rd at 6:30
Wadewitz Regatta - September 26-27
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Roman Street Performance Junior Sunfish North Americans

Get ready for one of our most anticipated and exciting A big congratulations to Anne Riley Williams and Ty
performances this year. Roman Street will be performing Nichols who sailed in to Savannha Ga for the Junior Sun-
on September 17th at 6:30 in the main dining room. This fish North Americans. This was both their first event in
event always packs the house and as always it is free for the sunfish and it was Anne Riley’s first national event. I
our members. Be sure to call the office and make your am very proud they took this opportunity to expand their
reservations early. This will be our only musical event sailing experience!

at the club this month with our porch socials winding
down until the spring.

Start making your plans for our Halloween Party on
Saturday October 31st. Journey to Mars will be returning
to entertain. Look for mor details in next months Main-
sheet.

— Entertainment Committee Chairman Gary Garner

Jack Ardrey’s 94th Birthday

Steps to Use an AED in Cardiac Arrest

The FYC AED device is located in the bar area above the
first aid kit.

o In case of cardiac arrest first call 911.

o Turn on the AED: open the lid or press the green
power button. The AED will start giving voice com-
mands.

« Expose the chest by removing ALL clothing from the
person’s chest. Dry skin off if wet.

o Apply pads: Pull the sticky pads off their plastic back-
ing. For adults, place one pad on the upper right side
of the chest and the other on the lower left side a few
inches below the armpit, following the visual diagram
on the pads. (For children less than 8 years or 55
pounds, use the pediatric pads as directed on package
diagram.)

o Let the machine analyze: Say “Clear!” so no one
touches the body as the device checks the heart
rhythm.

o Deliver shock: If the device says “shock advised,”
shout “Clear!” again and press the flashing shock
button.
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Contain, Control, § Cruise

If you suspect or discover a fire on your boat, act quickly
and remain calm. Follow these steps to protect everyone
on board and respond effectively:

1. Detect and locate the fire. Use smoke or carbon mon-
oxide alarms and visually inspect the area to deter-
mine where the fire is and what may be burning.

2. Sound the alarm. Alert everyone on board calmly
and clearly so crew and passengers know there is a
fire.

3. Stop the boat and shut off power and fuel. Bring the
boat to a stop to reduce airflow and prevent the fire
and smoke from spreading. Shut off electrical power
and fuel sources when it is safe to do so.

4. Identify the fire source and type. Determine what is
burning so you can select the appropriate method
and extinguisher.

5. Use the correct fire extinguisher. Follow the PASS
method: Pull the pin, Aim at the base of the fire,
Squeeze the handle, and Sweep from side to side.

6. Close doors, hatches, and ventilation. If appropriate
for the type of fire, close openings to limit the oxygen
available to the flames.

7. Call for help. Use your VHF radio, cell, or other
emergency signaling equipment if you cannot quick-
ly and safely bring the fire under control.

8. Prepare to evacuate. If the fire continues to grow,
spreads rapidly, or smoke becomes overwhelming,
abandon the boat when necessary and follow your
emergency evacuation procedures. And, of course,
everyone should be wearing their PFD!

- FYC Safety Committee

HOW TO USE A FIRE EXTINGUISHER

Aim rhe nozzle
at the base
of the fire

Pull the pin
in the handle

Sweep from

Squeeze the
side to side

lever slowly

Harbor Report

After many attempts to get our channel dredged, we
are pleased to announce that the Corp of Engineers
published a public notice on July 20th to complete said
dredging. In working with the city over many months
this comes as great news since federal funds were se-
cured with the help of Senators Katie Britt and Tommy
Tuberville from the Energy and Water Development
Appropriations.

The dredging cycle is expected to occur once every five
to seven years (subject to availability of Federal funds).

From a maintenance perspective Ted Seale, FYC mem-
ber, completed the installation of new support beams

for four club owned lift slips that were in much need of
repair. In addition, Ted voluntarily built finger piers for
those slips at the request of Holly Murry which will be a
great addition for those slips given that the boats occu-
pying are highly utilized by the Juniors program. Thanks
Ted!

In the Fall we plan to replace broken ladders and wa-
terproof pilings so if you would like to volunteer please
reach out to the harbor committee.

Auxiliary Meeting

We have a fun year of actvities planned, like The Kickoff
Basket Drawing on September 5th! The Christmas Mar-
ket is in November. We have new beautiful Ornaments to
sell this year! Come join us to find out more!

If youd like to become a member dues are $20.00 New
Members and $10 for Renewing Members.

The auxillary gathers the first Friday of every month at
11:00 am and meeting starts at 11:30 am in the Jubilee
Room.

We also have a new evening meeting for those that can't
attend during the day. These meeting will be held at 5:00
the second Tuesday of every month in the ballroom.



Page - 7

Adult Sailing

Adult Sailboat Races at FYC Singlehanded Race

Adult Sailboat Races at FEYC PRO Nick Dees and Rear Commodore Jennifer Stanley
set a great course for the five boats in the 2026 FYC Sin-

Stormy weather dominated the racing events in August. gle-handed Regatta. Racers started with a 2.2-mile upwind

But we did get in two Sunday races and two Thursday leg in light, shifting winds, then enjoyed a mix of reaching

night races. and downwind runs as the wind built to 12 knots at the
finish.

Results follow:

(1) Windy, Fish Boat, Wes Stanley

(2) FYC Flying Scot #1, Joe Donelan

(3) FYC Flying Scot #2, Dan Griffin

(4) Mia Chica, Catalina 310, Cesar Roca
(5) SNAFU, Catalina 25, Peter Flaminni

e Tota = L

Left to right: Cesar Roca, Wes Stanley (1st place),
Jennifer Stanley Rear Commodore, Dan Griffin
(3rd Place) and Nick Dees PRO. Not pictured: Joe
Donelan (2nd Place) and Peter Flammini
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: o SOUTHERN MARINE CO.
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Full Service
Sail Loft!
Ask about our pickup
And delivery program!

Hunter Riddle 545 . section Street {
Phone: 850-438-9354 Fairhope, Alabama 36532 HIGHFIELD | ¥ ALEX DONALD

PENSACOLA www.schurrsails.com e AN P AT 251-599-2066 | www.southernmarineco.com

Highfield Boat Sales
Tohatsu Sales and Service

Outboard Service and Repair Center

KENNEDY ADVISORY Connor Curtis

President

DAVID ROBERTS
Realtor’

Asset Management, Investment Advice, Planning Koala Insulation
of the Gulf Coast

david@wiselivingre.com Geoff Kennedy, CFP®, CFA INSULATION e
Call or Text: 251-278-5633
WISE LIVING Doug Kennedy 251-517-4122
HELPING YOU BUY & SELL KennedyAdvisory.com | 251-928-3131 connor.curtis @koalainsulation.com

IN BALDWIN COUNTY www.koalainsulation.com/gulf-coast

Securities offered through Registered Representatives of Cambridge Investment Research, Inc., a Broker/

Dealer, Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered through Cambridge Investment Research Advisors,
Inc., a Registered Investment Advisor. Kennedy Advisory and Cambridge are not affiiated.
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ank of America Corporation
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www.fa.ml.com/thehartycarpentergroup R R p— W: PeterFlammini.RobertsBrothers.com

© 2017 Bank of America Corporation. Allrights reserved. Merrll Lynch Viealth Management makes aveilable produs.
and services offered by Merl Lych, Fierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated,  registered broker-dealer and Member SIFC,
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IT'S TIME!

LET US GET YOUR BOAT BACK IN
SHAPE BEFORE BOATING SEASON

ONSITE SERVICE OR DROP OFF AVAILABLE

CALL OR TEXT FOR A DE ESMARINE

QUOTETODAY! Q@ 512160685 @) deesmarinelic@gmail.com

Fairhope Yacht Club
Office Hours: Mon - Fri 8:00 -12:00, 1:30 - 4:30
Office Phone: 251-928-3276
Email: office@fairhopeyachtclub.com
Club Address: 101 Volanta, Fairhope AL 36532
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1327, Fairhope AL 36532
Website Address: www.fairhopeyachtclub.com



