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Jr Lipton Championship Effort
There are moments in coaching that stay with you forever. 
This year’s Junior Lipton was one of those moments.

After capturing the Junior Lipton Championship last year, 
our sailors knew this season would be different. Every 
team wanted to measure themselves against the defending 
champions, and there would be little room for mistakes. 
Long before the first starting horn, our journey began in 
June with countless hours of practice, long days on the 
water, and a commitment from every sailor to prepare for 
one of the Gulf Yachting Association’s most competitive 
events.

Throughout the weekend they sailed with determination, 
confidence, and exceptional teamwork. Like every cham-
pionship regatta, however, the event tested our sailors in 
ways they couldn’t predict. Equipment issues, including a 
tangled halyard, and time spent navigating the protest
process became part of the story. While those moments 
were frustrating, they are also reminders that champion-
ship sailing requires far more than speed around the race-
course. It demands resilience, composure, and the ability 
to move forward after every setback.

Although we did not bring the Junior Lipton trophy back 
to Fairhope this year, I could not be prouder of the way 
our sailors represented our club. They never stopped 
fighting, they supported one another through every chal-
lenge, and they competed with determination until the 
very last race.

As a coach, wins are exciting, but they are not the only 
measure of success. Watching this team encourage one 
another, remain composed under pressure, and refuse 
to let adversity define their weekend reminded me why 
junior sailing is so special. Championships may be decid-
ed by points on a scoreboard, but character is revealed by 
how a team responds when things don’t go according to 
plan.

To our sailors, thank you for your dedication, your count-
less hours of practice, and the pride you showed in repre-
senting Fairhope Yacht Club. You may not have finished 
with the trophy this year, but you earned something equal-
ly important—the respect of your coaches, your families,
and your club. We will learn from this experience, contin-
ue to grow, and look forward to the next opportunity to 
compete together. We know you out sailed every team out 
there! 

Team Captain, Cruz Dabney, Winner of the “Uncle Roy” 
trophy for 1 st place in the last race. Sailing with Issac 
and Waters. Skippers Issac Sprayberry, Ty Nichols, Crew 
Tucker Norris, Waters Norris, Sebastain Winstead, Ben 
Kleckler, Louis Spry, Elsie Hollingshead, Lilis Allison, and 
Heather McNair.

A big “Thank You” to Joe Comer and Harrison Menszer 
for just being a couple of awesome coaches! Joe has been 
steadfast all summer long helping with guest coaches and 
helping me with maintaining the boat.
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From the Commodore
As we wrap up another active and successful summer at Fairhope Yacht Club, I 
want to extend a sincere thank you to the many members and volunteers who 
gave their time and energy to make our events possible. From hosting Junior 
Lipton and Children’s Cup to helping spruce up the club grounds, your will-
ingness to step in and support the club continues to make FYC such a special 
place. Our sailing programs, social events, and waterfront activities would not 
happen without the dedication of our volunteers, and your efforts are truly 
appreciated.

Looking ahead, September brings one of our signature events, the Wadewitz 
Regatta. Preparations are already underway, and we will need volunteers both 
in advance and throughout race weekend to help make the event another 
success. This month’s Regatta Committee meeting will focus on planning and 
organizing for the regatta, and I encourage anyone interested in helping to 
attend and get involved. Whether on the water or behind the scenes, every 
helping hand makes a difference.

Lastly, we have received several questions regarding the dates when the Amer-
ican flag is flown at half-staff. For everyone’s convenience, the official schedule 
is included in this month’s newsletter. Thank you for helping us honor these 
important observances appropriately at our club.

Thank you again for all you do for Fairhope Yacht Club. I hope everyone 
enjoys the final weeks of summer, and I look forward to seeing you at the club 
and on the water this fall.

-John Adams Commodore
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Junior Sailing
It has been another fantastic summer for the Fairhope 
Yacht Club Junior Sailing Program! Over the past ten 
weeks, our waterfront has been filled with enthusiastic 
young sailors participating in summer camps, Bay Bud-
dies, and specialty clinics. In total, we welcomed nearly 
300 children to our programs this summer, introducing 
many to the sport of sailing while helping others continue
to develop their skills. Although Mother Nature provided 
a few challenges along the way, every week ended with 
smiling faces, new friendships, and more confident sailors.

Our summer success would not have been possible 
without an outstanding instructional staff. Aidan James, 
Layton Duggar, Cruz Dabney, Joe Comer, Ben Keckler, Se-
bastian Winstead, Pierce Jones, Nolan James, Rob Dugger, 
Ann Riley Williams, Hayes Bishop, Mary Helen Williams,
Lilis Allison, Waters Norris, Fisher Key, and Axel Jackson 
devoted countless hours to teaching, encouraging, and 
inspiring our young sailors. They were assisted through-
out the summer by Ty Nichols, Elsie Hollingshead, Tucker 
Norris, Jasper Knapp, Janie Peters, and Marco Molyneaux,
whose enthusiasm and willingness to help made a tremen-
dous impact on our campers’ experience. Their dedica-
tion, patience, and positive attitudes created an environ-
ment where every child could grow both on and off the 
water.

A Summer of Successful Sailing
We have one last New Camp we are trying out this year. 
FYC Fishing Camp was posted earlier this month. Three 
half days of fishing, crabbing, seine nets and pole fishing 
with our instructor expert Rob Dugger. We will teach the 
campers about fishing on the Mobile Bay. Our camp is full 
at this time but if we are successful and see the need, we 
will offer more of these throughout the year.

As summer comes to a close, our junior sailing activities 
are far from over. High school sailing practices are al-
ready underway, with sailors from Fairhope High School, 
Bayside Academy, St. Michael Catholic High School, and 
Bayshore Christian School back on the water preparing 
for another competitive season. Our Optimist sailors have 
also will returned to their fall clinics, continuing to sharp-
en their racing and boat-handling skills.

Looking ahead, we are excited to host several upcoming 
regattas and clinics throughout the fall, providing op-
portunities for sailors of all ages and experience levels 
to continue learning and competing. Whether a child 
is stepping into a sailboat for the first time or preparing 
for championship competition, the Fairhope Yacht Club 
Junior Sailing Program continues to provide a welcoming 
environment where sailors can build confidence, develop 
lifelong friendships, and create memories that will last a 
lifetime.



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
2 3 4

Potluck
5
6 pm Associate 
& Equity Social
6 pm JrYC
7 pm Annual 
Membership 
Mtg

6
5:30 Summer 
Night Sailing 
Series

7 8

9
Sunday Sailing

10 11 12
5:30 pm Mem-
bership Com-
mittee

13
5:30 Summer 
Night Sailing 
Series

14 15

16
Sunday Sailing

17 18
Potluck

19 20
5:30 Summer 
Night Sailing 
Series

21 22

23 
Sunday Sailing
Singlehanded 
Race

24 25
Potluck

26
6:30 pm Regatta 
Meeting

27
5:30 Summer 
Night Sailing 
Series

28 29
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August

Diabetic Hypoglycemia Emergency
If you have a diabetic on board, do not leave port 
without a fast-acting sugar on board such as juice, reg-
ular soda, glucose tablets/gel, or candy.

Symptoms of low blood sugar include anxiety, weak-
ness, trembling, sweating, confusion, moodiness, 
rapid heart rate and seizure.

For symptomatic, diabetic give fast sugar, wait 15 
minutes, and check blood sugar if able or observe for 
improvement. If level is below 70 mg/dL or symptoms 
continue, repeat fast acting sugars.

Unconscious Passenger: Call for help immediately 911 
or VHF channel 16

— Parag Mahatekar



Page - 5

High School Highlights & What’s Next Sailing 101 & 102
Sailing 101. An introduction to sailing for beginners or 
for anyone looking to build confidence handling FYC 
boats. The class includes a 30-minute classroom over-
view followed by two hours of on-the-water instruction 
(weather permitting).

Sailing 201. For sailors who have completed Sailing 101, 
have prior experience and want an on-the-water refresh-
er, or are seeking approval to use the club’s Flying Scot. 
The class begins with a 20-minute dockside briefing on 
rigging and equipment, followed by on-the-water sailing.

Schedule and Registration. Lessons are scheduled in-
dividually, based on instructor and student availability. 
Space is limited, and FYC members receive priority. To 
register, email Joe Donelan at joe@donelan1.com. 

Fees. Free for FYC members; $70 for nonmembers.

As summer starts winding down and the school year 
looms on the horizon, our summer camp is officially in 
its final session! It’s been an absolute blast teaching the 
next generation of sailors how to catch the wind and 
navigate the water. Seeing their confidence grow every 
day has been incredible.

Our Junior Lipton team was putting in work, grinding 
hard during practice as they prepped for the Junior 
Cup—all that dedication is definitely paid off!

We also had an unbelievable time at the Meigs Regatta. 
Both our Junior Lipton and Melges 15 teams showed up, 
sailed hard, and represented us amazingly well. Beyond 
the racing, the team bonding was top-tier—especially 
getting everyone together for our team dinner. Nothing 
beats recapping the day’s races over good food with an 
awesome crew!

— Pierce Jones

2026 Christmas Ornament
Available for $25 in 
the club office or from 
any Auxiliary member, 
these official ornaments 
come in a beautiful red 
box and make the per-
fect ready-to-go gift.

Drew and Courtney Davenport, Sophia and Christian 
Waara at the Drop Anchor Show.

The Fairhope Yacht Club Auxiliary Scholarship Commit-
tee chose Fisher Key as the recipient of the $2,000.  He is 
graduating from St. Michael’s Catholic High School and 
is enrolled in the Ocean Engineering program at Flori-
da Tech University in Melbourne, FL in the fall of 2026.   
There were 5 applicants all of deserving merits.  Thus, it 
was difficult to select, but Fisher came on top of the vari-
ous categories judged by the Scholarship committee.   The 
FYCA is proud to provide monies to deserving young 
scholars from families at FYC. 

Auxiliary Scholarship Recipient
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Hurrican Preparedness 
Boat Preparation
•	 Reduce Windage: Remove sails, biminis, canvas, and 

antennas. Lash down any remaining deck gear.
•	 Double Lines: Use heavy-duty, long dock lines and 

add chafe protection (like rubber hose or rags) where 
lines pass through chocks.

•	 Fenders: Deploy all fenders and fender boards to 
protect the hull against pilings or the pier.

•	 Electronics & Docs: Remove all portable electron-
ics, valuables, and registration documents from the 
vessel.

•	 Bilge & Batteries: Charge batteries, verify automatic 
bilge pumps are working, and turn off all non-essen-
tial power.

•	 Never Stay Aboard: Evacuate to a safe shelter on land 
well before the storm hits.

Home Preparation
•	 Secure the Exterior: Bring in patio furniture, garbage 

cans, and anything else that could become a projec-
tile in high winds.

•	 Board/Shutter Windows: Close existing storm 
shutters or board up windows with 5/8-inch exterior 
marine-grade plywood (do not use tape).

•	 Utilities: Turn your refrigerator and freezer to the 
coldest settings and limit opening the doors.

•	 Essential Kits: Pack a 14-day supply of non-perish-
able food, prescription medication, and water (1 
gallon per person, per day).

•	 Important Documents: Store vital records, insurance 
policies, and boat documentation in a waterproof, 
easily grabbable bag.

•	 Fill Bathtubs: Fill bathtubs and large containers with 
water for flushing toilets and general cleaning pur-
poses. 

•	 Review specific evacuation zones through official 
guidance platforms online like the NOAA Prepared-
ness Guide or the BoatUS Guidelines.

- FYC Safety Committee

Thanks to Mike, Eric, Austin, Keith, Bo, Jim B, Doc 
Barry, Gary, Dan, Wilford, Kurt, Rich, Bill and Sam for 
the hot summer Spruce-Up.

Bob Hasewinkle was invited to participate in Blue 
Angels Summer Show over Pensacola Beach. He flew in 
a Stearman that came all the way from Missouri to give 
Veterans a thrill of a life time.  Members of FYC came to 
Pensacola FBO Airport to see him off. It was a great day 
of beautiful clear skies & a cooler morning to enjoy the 
ride.

Roger Allen and his wife and had the opportunity to 
visit the Como Yacht Club at Lake Como, Italy. They 
were warmly welcomed by the CYC President/Com-
modore Mr. Gioacchino Favara and exchanged the FYC 
burgee for a Como Yacht Club burgee. 
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USODA Opti Team Trials

Adult Sailing
Summer racing has been exciting! We’ve completed four 
Sunday races and four Thursday evening races. Mostly 
excellent sailing conditions (with a few significant excep-
tions).

Brandon Fischer and Parish Walker on RAD, a Governors 
Cup 21

Moonglade broken by a storm. Two boats lost their masts 
that day. No one was hurt, but none of the boats finished 
the race.

Rick Byrn in Damn Yankee II racing in from the storm.

Thursday night racing at its best! 

If you are interested in racing your boat or crewing on a 
boat, meet below the clubhouse on Sundays at 12:30 or on 
Thursdays at 5:30. Or contact Joe Donelan at joe@done-
lan1.com.



Fairhope Yacht Club
Office Hours: Mon - Fri 8:00 -12:00, 1:30 - 4:30

Office Phone: 251-928-3276
Email: office@fairhopeyachtclub.com

Club Address: 101 Volanta, Fairhope AL 36532
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1327, Fairhope AL 36532

Website Address: www.fairhopeyachtclub.com

Sponsors

of Fairhope


