
From the Commodore
Summer Vacation

time is over and
here we are in
September! School
is back in session
and Fall is around
the corner.

However, it is still
hot outside and hurricane season
is in full swing so please keep a
watchful eye on the weather. Our
hurricane plan is always ready to
be put into motion should we
have to deal with another storm.
Let’s hope for the best though
that mother nature will keep
things calm.

September also means it is time
for the annual GYA Lipton’s
Regatta which is being held at
Pensacola Yacht Club this year
AND it will be time for our
largest annual regatta –
Wadewitz!  That is coming up
September 28 and 29 and the
Race and Regatta Committee is
hard at work planning this event.
This is a great time to volunteer
and get involved with on the
water or land-based activities
that are always needed to make
this event a success. Please check
with Howie McNair or Randy
Fitz-Wainwright about how you
can be a part of this great event.
We always look for ways to get all
of our members involved.

There are always other enter-
tainment options being planned
around the club so be sure to
come join in the fun. Porch
socials, potluck, and more are
always on the calendar so check it
out and come enjoy YOUR club.

See you at the club!
Philip Durant

Commodore
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Hurricane Watch June 1 through November 30

The GYA Lipton
Championship, a pre-
mier event in the Gulf
Coast sailing calendar
every Labor Day week-
end, draws elite competi-
tors from across the Gulf
Yachting Association’s
member clubs. This
year’s event was no dif-
ferent, featuring a high
caliber of racing and

tight competition across the board
with fourteen clubs represented.
While Fairhope Yacht Club was
never in podium contention, our
team was the most inclusive team.
Juniors Cruz Dabney and Joe
Comer V each skippered in this
highly competitive regatta and
FYC also sailed two races with all
female crews.    

The first race on Saturday Joe
Comer IV crewed for his son Joe V
along with Cruz Dabney and
Lanee Imperato. The second race
Robert Hangen skippered with
Bryan Lee and Jilly Hollingshead
crewing. The dying breeze pre-
vented the race committee from
running a third race on Saturday. 

Sunday morning gave us about
8 knots of breeze and Cruz sailed
with Bryan and Lanee for his
crew. Randy Fitz-Wainwright who
is the current GYA Commodore
and a past FYC Commodore
helmed the last two races. The
second race on Sunday saw the
breeze was building and Jilly,

Lanee, and Catie Yeager crewed
for her. It appeared the breeze
was laying back down the last
race so the fourth crew, Lanee,
was moved to the support boat.
Unfortunately the breeze made it
difficult for the three ladies to
manage the boat heel. Holly
Murray, our alternate skipper,
spent the weekend ferrying the
crew members between boats.

FYC’s team was sailing against
some former Olympians and
national champion sailors. While
we had a couple of incidents
where a crew member went over-
board or was nearly off the boat,
we were not the only team to have
such problems. 

In the end FYC results for the
five race series were 8-11-10-13-
12. The 2024 Lipton Challenge
was won by BayWaveland YC and
the race next year will be hosted
by Buccaneer YC as the highest
placing club from Alabama.

FYC at the Lipton Challenge!

FROM THE HARBOR COMMITTEE: We have 3 more months of Hurricane
Season!  This is a good time to enjoy your boat and make sure all your

lines are secure and preparations are made. 
Waiting until the Warnings are posted is too late!



We have started
our high school
sailing season.
Sailing on
Mondays and
Wednesdays
weekly. We are
looking forward

to what is my favorite time of
year to be out on the water. I
believe each of the teams have
had an increase in participa-
tion to start the year off with a
bang. Our first events of the
season will start with
Wadewitz at the end of
September followed by several
events in October.  

This month we also start our
fall Optimist clinics, practicing
Tuesdays and most Saturdays
throughout the fall. Our Learn
To Sail Optimists will be out on
Fridays afternoons. It’s great to
see all of the young sailors out
working hard to better their
boat handling skills. 

Back by popular demand, 
Ecor Rouge Series

Sundays: September 15 & 22
October: 13 & 27   
November: 3 & 10
12:30-1:15 ~ Check in and
Rigging of Boats.
1:15 ~ Competitors’ Meeting
2:00 ~ First Warning.
Racingwill continue for as long
as practical.
ONE TIME ENTRY FEE $20

Please state the class you
intend to enter. You may
change classes if you wish and
still be eligible to win. 

Club owned boats should be
reserved through Holly Murray

Scores will be handicapped
using the Portsmouth
Yardstick.

Optimist Green Fleet and
Advanced will race as one
design. 

Office: Mon-Fri 8:00am-12:00, 1:30-4:30pm
Phone: 251-928-3276 Fax: 251-990-8602
Email: office@fairhopeyachtclub.com

Club Office: 101 Volanta, Fairhope AL 36532
Mailing Address: Box 1327, Fairhope AL

36533
Web address: www.fairhopeyachtclub.com

The Mainsheet is published
monthly by the Fairhope

Yacht Club, a member of
the Gulf Yachting Association and

United States Sailing Association.
Circulation includes all Fairhope Yacht
Club members and GYA affiliated
clubs. Insertions may be sent to The
Mainsheet, Fairhope Yacht Club, P.O.
Box 1327, Fairhope, AL  36533, or e-
mail to mainsheet@fairhopeyacht-
club.com by the 20th of the month
prior to publication.  
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The Layline ~ Holly Murray

Nate Hartwell has taken a new long step!
It’s a big change from

skipper of your own racing
boat to piloting heavy ton-
nage but Nate seems to be
ready for the opportunity!
Now stationed at Fort
Schuyler, the SUNY
Maritime campus is a long
way from Mobile Bay! 

Good luck, Nate!



High School
sailing is start-
ing back.
Fairhope High
School, Bayside,
Bayshore, and
St. Michael
practices every
Monday and
Wednesday after

school until 6:30. 
We are starting an Ecor Rouge

series. This is a High School
Sunday Racing Series beginning
September 15. This series will go
on every weekend that we do not
have a High School Regatta. We
are hoping for more racing prac-
tice to prepare us for High School
competition. This Sunday racing
series is available for everyone
but only one boat from each
school will be scored. We hope
everyone will come and partici-
pate to make the series more fun. 

The first regatta will be the
Wadewitz on September 28 and
29. Please come out. There are so
many different sailing options
available for racing. And if you
dont want to sail, please come
and support our juniors. We are
looking forward to a great high
school sailing season.

Hope to see you at the club. 
Coleman Kennedy
Junior Commodore

From the Junior
Commodore

FYC Team at Galloway GYA Chmpionship 

September, 2024FYC Junior Report

Last month a
big surprise
joined our
regatta 
practices
adding a bit of
worry and 
awe to the
afternoon, 
not what they
expected for a
new kind of
competition!

Junior Commodore
Coleman Kennedy

High School sailing has started! 
Signed-up to compete this

year are the 4 local high
schools, practicing and getting
ready to claim the title of Best
on the Bay! Bayside Academy,
Bayshore Christian, Fairhope
High School and St Michael
Catholic are on the bay now
after school, taking advantage

of the still longer days before Fall
sets in! 

Bring your binoculars, have a
refreshing afternoon on the bal-
cony and watch our very competi-
tive Juniors at work. 

Working with Coach Holly this

year will be our new sailing
coach, Michael Burns, who has
been with the Juniors this
Spring and as we bring new
sailors into this program. 

We look forward to sailing
against teams from the schools
across the Bay and beyond!

FYC sent sailors to the Galloway
Sunfish/Laser Championship Regatta.
Our Non-Opti sailors who placed
included the Comers, Joe V 3rd in
Laser Radial, Joe IV 2nd in Laser,
Randy FitzWainwright with Lanee
Imperato, Cruz
Dabney and Axel
Jackson taking 3rd
on the Melges 15
course.

Courses were set for Optis, Lasers, Sunfish, RS
Aeros, and Melges 15. It was Summer; it was hot;
it was fluky winds and they came home with a
few “well-dones” for their efforts.



The Poker Run and Back to School Beach Party was a blast!
Twenty-five boats entered the event and twenty-three finished
the course.  The winners of the poker run were:

1 - Joseph Brett with a Full House;
2 - Mule Mix (Ryan Mueller) with 3 aces;
3 - Mikeal Donald with 3 8’s!

The beach party folks
were entertained by
J.E.R.I until about 5:15.
Unfortunately the rest of
the beach events were
cancelled due to a major storm.  However,
the party moved to
underneath the club.

Fortunately the fire
dancer was able to per-
form and be enjoyed
just outside the club.
The entire event was a
major success!
We would like to thank
our sponsor: Boujee
Bay Bar; www.boujee-
baybar.com
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11am-8pm Closed 4pm-9pm 4pm-9pm 4pm-9pm 11am-10pm 11am-10pm

September~2024

Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation
(251-928-8888 for Dinner Reservations) 

Lipton
Challenge
PYC

FYC Auxiliary
Summer
Report

The auxiliary had
another successful event last
Saturday. Thank you to
everyone who came and sup-
ported our yard sale. There
were a few men that came
back many times to make
another purchase, and we
hope they were happy with
their treasures. 

During the summer, the
board met and planned for
an active and busy year.
Don’t forget our meetings
are the first Friday of each
month. 

The meeting this month is
September 6 at 11:00 with
business starting at 11:30.
Hope to see you there.

Back to School and a Poker Run



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
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What’s Happening at OUR Club!
MONTHLY SCHEDULEMONTHLY SCHEDULE

H3RD SUNDAY: PORCH SOCIAL: 
SEPT 22: music by ZACH DIEDRICH
HTUESDAY: POT LUCk! Bar opens at 4,
Dinner starts at 6, Bar and Club close at 8pm!
Take care of the Bartender-even if all you drink
is water!  
H1ST WEDNESDAY: JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP
MEETING, 6pm in the Boat Barn.
H1ST WEDNESDAY: MEMBERSHIP
MEETING, 7pm in the Ballroom.
H2ND WEDNESDAY: MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE: By invitation, meeting, 6:30pm
HLAST WEDNESDAY: REGATTA
COMMITTEE: Meeting, 6:30pm in the Jubilee
Room, anyone interested is welcome!
H1ST FRIDAY: FYC AUxILIARY: May was
the last meeting of the Spring session.
Meetings will begin again September 6.
H2ND SATURDAY: SePt 14SePt 14-VOLUNTEER
CLEAN-UP: Pre-Wadewitz Clean-Up!

eNtertaiNmeNt SCHeDuleeNtertaiNmeNt SCHeDule
OCt 25, HALLOWEEN PARTYHALLOWEEN PARTY more info as
we get it! 

raCiNg SCHeDuleraCiNg SCHeDule
THE WADEWITZ REGATTA 
SEPT 28/29:SEPT 28/29: Our Wadewitz
Regatta honors a founder of our
club with 4 to 6 courses filling
our bay with sails of all sizes!
This is our Capdevielle regatta.
Volunteers are needed both on the
water and ashore for the 2 days!
OCtOBer OCtOBer regattaSregattaS::
4/64/6 We will host the Women’s North
american Championship for the rS aero
class. More info will be coming as the dates get
closer. Our ability to host large sailing events
is well-known and this is a new class of sail-
boat that we can expect to see more of in the
future. Look to RC Howie MacNair for progress
in the plans.
12/1312/13 PYC hosts the Fish Class Curren Cup
regatta
12/1312/13 JYC hosts monk Smith/great Oaks
qualifier for our Juniors

27 28 29
Pot Luck

30
Regatta

Meeting6:30

31

RS Aero NAm Champs-FYC

RS Aero NAm
Champs- FYC



Boating at Night
As this fall season quickly approaches, it doesn't mean the

boating season has to end any time soon. In fact, as we all know
(living in paradise on the Bay), we are blessed with year-round boating.
However, boating during the fall season means that nightfall happens
much earlier than you realize. So, as the days get shorter and you find
yourself unexpectedly out on the water after sunset, you should know
what to do to keep you, your passengers, and your boat safe while boating
at night.

The following tips and best practices will help ensure a safe and fun
boating experience at night:
H Make sure all navigation lights onboard are working, and that they
comply with U.S. Coast Guard regulations. It’s the law!
H go slow. There may be hazards in the water such as pilings, exposed
rocks or floating logs that are harder to see at night. By driving your boat
slowly, you’ll be better prepared to see and avoid these hazards.
H Have another person besides the boat operator act as a lookout - two
sets of eyes are better than one. A lookout can allow the operator to con-
centrate on proper navigation and be alerted of any hazards.
H Everyone on board should wear a life jacket. If someone should end
up overboard, the jacket’s high-visibility color and reflectors will help res-
cue efforts in low light or dark conditions. 
H If people on land are expecting your boat’s arrival before dark, call and
let them know your status so that they don’t initiate a search and rescue
operation based on your float plan. 

Every boater should be prepared for nighttime boating, even if it isn’t
planned.

Semper Paratus!
Bill Fallin

Membership Committee
August Report

Invited to Associate
Membership:

Lance Slater 
Sarah Cranton
Matthew Beech
William Travis
Mark kirk
Meagan Lemon
Lawren Reaves 

Accepted to Equity
Membership:

John Van Vynck
Penny Goffinet

Invited to Out-Of-Area
Non-Equity Membership:

Dale Currie         
Valerie Hoffman

Welcome Aboard
PC Chris Dabney
Membership Chair

More than just Second Saturday Spruce Up!
Several things happened last Saturday to help distin-

guish the regular Second Saturday Spruce-Up from the
others before;
1.The Nautical Swap Meet took precedence, and so

only minimal effort was made under the main building
and parking,
2.The heat was trying to come-up in a hurry, conse-

quently nudging folks to get things done
quickly,
3. Half the crew arrived about 8:30,
motivated for sure, 
4. And  it was a terrific turnout and great group.
We also had a couple of fellows, like young Louis

Underwood, helped by dad Brian, who set about get-
ting the visitor lot and anchor drive in tip-top shape.

The rest of the crew 
managed to square away
the edges of the main
lot, clean up the Volanta

entrance, clear out the boat launch,
retrieve trash from around the pool,
and eliminate weeds from the dry
storage areas, even onto the public
access area.

Talk about a hustle!  And here’s the
kicker – it turns out that many hands do make light work – we ran
out of tasks at 9:45.

Thanks again to everyone who turned out – Joel, Nathan, Brian,
Louis (check out the young man’s footwear in the picture with his
dad), Dave, Jimmy A., Dan G., and Will & Will (Alex and Alan – one
of whom is camera shy, but heck on wheels with a rake.)  If I’ve
missed anyone, please fill in the blanks. 

Nicely done, hope everyone in back in September. 

HOW TO TREAT 
CUTS AND SCRAPES
WHILE BOATING

H Control bleeding with
direct pressure
H Clean with soap and
water or hydrogen perox-
ide and irrigate wound
with bottled water or
saline. Wash with tapwa-
ter if you’re back on land.
Do NOT wash wound
with bay water.
H After cleaning wound,
apply thin layer of antibi-
otic ointment, and dry
bandage. 
H Do not get back into
the bay water. 
H If needed, see medical
provider for additional
care and tetanus vaccina-
tion.

From the Fleet
Surgeon



Happy Birthday, Jack!
Long time FYC member and past
Board of Governors chairman
Jack Ardrey (standing in front of
the cake) celebrated his 92nd
birthday at Potluck dinner on
Tuesday, August 27.  Jack con-
tinues sailing on Sunday after-
noons aboard his Tartan 34
named Gypsy Wind. He fiercely
competes in every race and wins
most of them.

Potluck dinners are held every
Tuesday evening at 6 pm sharp.
Potluck is the best Tuesday night
dinner FYC members can have
on the Eastern Shore. 

There were three boats that
participated in the Thursday
evening races:
Salt, Greg Smith’s Russell 47

ketch, crewed by Greg Smith,
Jennifer Stanley, Wes Stanley,
Christian Dees, Jilly
Hollingshead, Ellis Ollinger,
Margaret Ollinger Rowland,
kevin Northrop, Don Griffin,
Carrie Griffin, and Beth Beery.

FYC’s Flying Scot #1, crewed
by Wes Williams, Clayton
Williams, keegan Allen,

Edward Griffith, Peter
Flammini, and Joe Donelan.
Phatty, Tony Chaver’s J22,

crewed by Tony Chavers, Drew
Davenport, and Steve Odom.

The last race of the Dog Days
Series was sailed under mild
wind and cool temperatures.
The series was hampered a lit-
tle by inclement weather but
we got a few races in anyway.

There were four
Sunday afternoon
races in the August
Sunday Race
Series. Five boats
participated, and
the results follow:

1st FYC’s Flying
Scot #1, crewed by
Sam krivacs,
Austin Green,
Sawyer Scott, keegan Allen, Roger Allen,
Edward Griffith, and Joe Donelan.

2nd place: Teri Loftin’s Lindenberg 22
MOJO, crewed by Teri Loftin, Jason, and
Matthew.

3rd place: Gabe Tipton’s J29 Hermione,
crewed by Gabe Tipton, Jilly Hollingshead,
Beth Beery, Jeff Smith, Adele Sakowski, Chad
Smith, and Joe Furgeson.

4th place: FYC’s Flying Scot #2, crewed by
Wes Williams, Tod
Landau, and Mike
Rooney.

5th place: Eddie
Manes’s Beneteau
35.5, Alouette,
crewed by Eddie
Manes, Tracy Hirsh,
Gus Müller, and
Nick Stanley. 

Cruising Report ~ 
PC Cathy Cromartie

With the dog days of summer there hasn’t
been much cruising happening, other than
some day sails. Hopefully within the next cou-
ple of weeks the temps will be something less
than sweltering, the humidity will be lower,
and cruising can be on the upswing again.

Several have talked about doing a “full moon
cruise” to Dauphin Island the weekend of
September 21-22. Nauti Girl will not be able to
go, but others can
work it out if there
is interest.

Next on the cruis-
ing schedule is a
trip to Ingram’s
Bayou Oct. 4-6 for
the Lost Bay
Regatta and a visit
with our friends at
Point Yacht Club.

August Sunday Racing

thursday evening august Dog Days racing
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