
And finally it was the 64th Annual
Dauphin Island Race weekend!
Buccaneer Yacht Club hosted this
year and reported 80 boats registered!
On the Wednesday before, many of
the Fairhope boat skippers were care-
fully reviewing the wind and surf con-
ditions. BuYC would be starting the
race at Dog River 5 instead of the

usual DI start coordinates which
would add a substantial amount of
time to what it would take for
Fairhope to get there. Boats headed
to the vicinity of the start by 6:30am! 

Unfortunately, many boats were
missing from the line. The weather
forecasts had scared a few people off!

Skipper Rick Byrn aboard Damn
Yankee II was one of the neatest sto-
ries from the weekend. Rick had
shoulder surgery just a few weeks
ago! He gathered a great crew and
they pulled in 1st in their class AND
the Arch McKay Sportsmanship
Award! Congratulations Rick and
crew! 

The  GYA Opening Regatta will be at our club as
PC Randy Fitzpatrick-Wainwright is now the
current GYA Commodore.  This will be a big
event happening May 4-5.  Along with the regat-
ta we will be hosting a GYA celebration event on
Saturday night, May 4, 6:30 - 8:30pm, under the

club. There will be entertainment from The Groovinators, a Shrimp
Boil, Taco Bar, the Tiki Bar will be open, as well as the upstairs
Dining Room and Bar. We will be running a shuttle from the Fairhope
Elementary School on Section Street all day until 9 p.m. so don’t let
parking discourage you from joining
the fun. A Regatta is the best time to
come  down and enjoy your club! 

If you would like more information
on getting involved, we can always
use helping hands on land and on the
water; contact Rear Commodore
Howie MacNair at
howardmacnair@gmail.com or 251-
776-8449.

Please  take part in what will be a
great event. Hope to see you there!

From the Commodore
Hey, Everyone!
Another spring is

here and the weather
has been amazing. So
much going on again at
YOUR club – we just
had the excellent BBQ
Cookoff, the GYA

Opening Regatta is being hosted at
FYC as you read this, Dauphin
Island Race was just completed, and
Children’s Cup Charity Regatta is
coming up. Summer sailing will be
kicking off as well with Holly and
her staff hosting another great sum-
mer of sailing lessons! The pool
should be open soon – keep an eye
out for updates! We plan to provide
pool service again this summer to
make sure you can enjoy YOUR club
to the fullest. Check the Mainsheet
calendar, website and Facebook page
for more information on all of these
events.

Make your reservations NOW for
Mother’s Day Brunch. It will certain-
ly be a busy day here as our staff
prepares another incredible meal for
us and we honor all of the great
Moms in our lives! The menu is post-
ed, and tables will fill up quickly so
make that call today!

Please remember that this is an
amazing yacht club with a beautiful
facility and many great people and
families. We all want to enjoy our
club in our own way. Treat each
other with respect and kindness and
if you have an issue in the restau-
rant please address it with a manag-
er on duty. If you have other issues,
please reach out to me directly and
we will discuss what concerns you.
Confronting members and making
disparaging comments to each other
is not the environment we want or
will tolerate here at FYC. Let’s enjoy
our club and enjoy the fellowship of
boating, sailing, entertaining, and
some great food and beverage!

See you at the club!
Philip Durant

Commodore
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The Mainsheet

The FYC Auxiliary announced the Scholarship for college-bound
children of members or staff for this year will be $1500! 

Applications for candidates will be available in the FYC Office

Weather ruled Dauphin Island!

From our GYA Commodore



April was an incred-
ible month of sail-
ing. We had a good
attendance with
ILCAs and 
Optis at Gulfport
Yacht Club’s Alfonso
Regatta.
Congratulations
both the Joe Comers
for their 1 place fin-

ishes in ILCA 6 and ILCA 7. We had
some great key moment for a lot of our
sailors with some girl power in the
mix.  Congratulations to Elise
Hollingshead for a bullet in the last
Opti race on Sunday, also Heather
McNair had several top 5 finishes with
a best being 3rd place, Nate Hartwell
had a bullet in the first race of the
ILCA 7s along with several top 3 fin-
ishes, and Lanee Imperato finished
with a 3rd place over all in the ILCA 4
class. All the sailors had some amaz-
ing moments over this weekend. Also
attending with some great strides
made was Louis Spry, Macpherson

Watkins and Charlie Rowell in the
Opti class. 

High school sailing is coming to an
end until our fall season starting back
in September of 2024. This means our
Junior Lipton Team will start up here
shortly with a new head coach Michael
Burns from Pass Christian, MS. We
are looking forward to the competition
this summer with a big desire to keep
this trophy at FYC!  

I still have openings in our Summer
Sailing Camp! Please contact me if you
are interested in signing up a youth
sailor. This is a great introduction to
this fantastic sport! Also check out the
adult sailing class we are hosting this
summer.  

2024 CAMP DATES
Session 1:  June 3-June 14
Session 2:  June 17-June 28
Session 3:  July 8-July 19
Session 4:  July 22-August 2
Session A: 8:00am-12:00pm
Session B: 1:00pm-5:00pm
Camp Fees:  Members $400.

Non-members $450

Office: Mon-Fri 8:00am-12:00, 1:30-4:30pm
Phone: 251-928-3276 Fax: 251-990-8602
Email: office@fairhopeyachtclub.com

Club Office: 101 Volanta, Fairhope AL 36532
Mailing Address: Box 1327, Fairhope AL

36533
Web address: www.fairhopeyachtclub.com

The Mainsheet is published
monthly by the Fairhope

Yacht Club, a member of
the Gulf Yachting Association and

United States Sailing Association.
Circulation includes all Fairhope Yacht
Club members and GYA affiliated
clubs. Insertions may be sent to The
Mainsheet, Fairhope Yacht Club, P.O.
Box 1327, Fairhope, AL  36533, or e-
mail to mainsheet@fairhopeyacht-
club.com by the 20th of the month
prior to publication.  

BRIDGE 
Commodore - Philip Durant   
Vice Commodore - John Adams
Rear Commodore - Howie MacNair
Fleet Captain - Jennifer Stanley   
Fleet Surgeon - Dr. Parag Mahatekar 
Secretary - Gretchen Valentine
Treasurer - Kay Robberson

BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Bob Kinler 
David Roberts
Michael Amos
Monty Montgomery
PC Catherine M. Cromartie
John Cocke
PC Scott Hartwell

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Memorial   Pat Colvin        
Entertainment  Jason Harrelson                             
Building & Grounds  John Adams &

Dave Willits
Insurance/Marine Safety  David Barr
Harbor  Chad Smith                              
Associates  PC Gary Garner  
Membership  PC Chris Dabney 
Offshore  Don Faircloth
Cruising  PC Cathy Cromartie        
Sailing Director  Holly Murray
Adult Sailing   Holly Murray
Race & Regatta  Howie McNair & 

PC Randy Fitzpatrick-Wainwright  
Junior Commodore  Coleman Kennedy
Juniors Advisor  Ann Hartwell 
Historians   PC Barbara Brown

Sarah Johnston-Cox 
Guardian   John Adams
GYA Coordinator  PC Randy

Fitzpatrick-Wainwright     
Mainsheet Editor   Nancy Fitzpatrick
Long Range Planning  TBD 
ICRC  TBD                              
FYC Auxiliary  Shirley Ryals 

The Layline ~ Holly Murray

At Half Mast
Stan Brown 

4/14/24
Senior Equity Member

and Sailor
Rhett Holden-Dodge

4/11/24
Equity Member 

FYC Junior sailors to Gulfport Yacht Club to
compete in the Alphonso Sutter Regatta this
month. Our Opti team did well.  Heather MacNair
was 5th overall in the Opti. Elsie Hollingshead
earned her first 1st place in the last race. 

There was a large turnout for D14 Laser champs.
Joe Comer V won 1st in Laser Radial. Joe Comer
IV won 2nd in Laser full rig and Lanee Imperato
win 3rd in Laser 4.7.  
Congratulations to all our

FYC sailors.
Joe Comer V won 1st in
Radial and Joe Comer IV
won 2nd in Laser Full Rig.
Lanee Imperato won 3rd
place in Laser 4.7

Opti Team- Macpherson Watkins, Elsie
Hollingshead, Heather MacNair, Coach
Holly, Charlie Rowell and Louis Spry

ADULT SAILING LESSONS
This class is designed to get you started with

sailing at FYC and will be taught on a combi-
nation of the Flying Scot and Melges 15 sail-
boats.  10 hours of instruction by certified US
level one instructors.   This is the schedule,
times and cost for the class.   To register
please contact: Holly@fairhope-
yachtclub.com. or 228-363-0073  

All classes will be held on Tuesday and
Thursday of each week.  A session is two
weeks/4days total. Time of classes will be:
5:00pm to 7:30pm.  

COST: Member $150. Non Member $200 per
session.
Session 1.  May 28/30  June 4/6
Session 2.  June 11/13. June 18/20 is closed
Session 3.  July 9/11   July 16/18
Space will be limited per session.    



From the Junior Commodore

May, 2024

Our Junior Commodore has been a bit busy this last week of the month and has been
busy helping Coach Holly with all the activities that go with planning and hosting
major regattas! He can be found on some of these boats, doing the JrCom’s role for the
yacht club!

FYC Junior Report

Optimist
Prams

C420s

Lasers, 
Full rig, 
Radial & 4.7

Melges 15s

Junior Commodore
Coleman Kennedy



MONTHLY SCHEDULEMONTHLY SCHEDULE
H3RD SUNDAY: PORCH SOCIAL: May 19: The Bailiwicks; June 23:
J.E.R.I. 5PM. Join your friends as we watch the Sun slowly return to our
Latitude with your best pals and great drinks!
HTUESDAY: POT LUCK! Bar opens at 4, Dinner starts at 6, Bar and
Club close at 8pm! Take care of the Bartender-even if all you drink is water!  
H1ST WEDNESDAY: JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP MEETING, 6pm in
the Boat Barn.
H1ST WEDNESDAY: MEMBERSHIP MEETING, 7pm in the
Ballroom.
H2ND WEDNESDAY: MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE: By invitation,
meeting, 6:30pm
HLAST WEDNESDAY: REGATTA COMMITTEE: Meeting, 6:30pm
in the Jubilee Room, anyone interested in participating is welcome!
H1ST FRIDAY: FYC AUXILIARY: May is the last meeting of the
Spring session. Luncheon at 11am followed by presentation. Meetings
will begin again September 6.
H2ND SATURDAY: VOLUNTEER CLEAN-UP: We get the grounds
and beach ready for the regattas and guests, Join us for some work and
Lunch, provided after all your hard work! 

ENTERTAINMENT SCHEDULEENTERTAINMENT SCHEDULE
MAY 4/5: GYA OPENING REGATTA: A yard full of boats and sailors,
large and mall. Parking at Fairhope Elementary and shuttle to the Club!
MAY 12: MOTHER’S DAY BUFFET:MAY 12: MOTHER’S DAY BUFFET: Treat the lady of the house to
a day without dishes! Our staff is preparing a bountiful spread to honor
Mothers with all the usual culinary specialities she will love! Make reser-
vations to assure a place and time to suit her pleasure!
MAY 18: AUXILIARY NAUTICAL YARD SALE: Excess nautical gear
and paraphernalia may be donated for sales of sails stuff. You are even
invited to set up a table with us to sell your own gear.
JUNE 8: CHILDREN’S CUP REGATTA: A day of sailing, playing,
swimming, eating and special bargains to assist Children’s Hospital of
Alabama, the 13th Annual Day of Charity for the children of Alabama.

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

12 13 14
Pot Luck

15   16 17 18 Spring
Regatta

Aux Yard
Sale

5 
Opening 
Regatta  

6 7 
Pot Luck

8
Membership
Committee

8 10 11

1 6:00 JrYC
7:00 General
Membership
Meeting

2 3
Aux
Luncheon
11am

4 
Opening 
Regatta

26 27 28
Pot Luck

29
Regatta
Meeting

30 31

19
Spring
Regatta

Porch Social
5pm

20 21
Pot Luck

22 23 24 25

11am-8pm Closed 4pm-9pm 4pm-9pm 4pm-9pm 11am-10pm 11am-10pm

May~2024

Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation
(251-928-8888 for Dinner Reservations) 

What’s Happening at OUR Club!

12
Mother’s 

Day
Buffet



From the Fleet Surgeon

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

23
Porch
Social

24 25
Pot Luck 

26
Regatta
Meeting
6:30

27 28 29

16 
Knost
PCYC

17 18
Pot Luck

19 20  21 22

2 
Candler
StABYC

3 4
Pot Luck

5 6:00 JrYC
7:00 General
Membership
Meetings

6 7 8
Children’sCup

11am-8pm Closed 4pm-9pm 4pm-9pm 4pm-9pm 11am-10pm 11am-10pm

9 10 11
Pot Luck

12
Membership
Committee

13 14  15 

Knost
PCYC   

1
Candler
StABYC

June~2024

Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation
(251-928-8888 for Dinner Reservations) 

30

SunscreenSunscreen
SPF ( sun protection factor ) refers to UVB protection. Broad-spec-
trum sunscreen means it protects against UVA (tanning, wrinkles,
sun spots ) and UVB (sunburns). Both cause skin cancer.

Use  sunscreen with SPF 30 or higher. Apply 15-30 minutes
before going outdoors and reapply every two hours. SPF ratings
don’t tell you how long you can wait before reapplying. 

SPF 30 blocks about 97 percent of UVB rays.  SPF 50 blocks 98%
of UVB rays .    SPF 100 blocks 99% of UVB rays

Water resistant sunscreen will last approximately 40-80 minutes
in water.

Mineral blockers contain zinc oxide or titanium dioxide, reflects
UV rays. Chemical sunscreens contain filters like octisalate or
avobenzone, which penetrate the skin and absorb UV rays. Mineral
is less irritating to sensitive skin and more moisturizing than
chemical sunscreens; however, it can cause a white appearance.

Sunglasses and boatingSunglasses and boating
Water reflects sunlight and UV radiation and puts  more stress

on your eyes 
People with green, hazel, or blue eyes are more sensitive to light

and more susceptible to UV damage.
Short term effects: photokeratitis (fancy word for sunburn of the

cornea)
Long-term effects: Increased risk of cataracts, macular degenera-

tion, and growth on the whites of eyes (pingueculas and ptery-
giums)

Eyelid skin is very thin and susceptible to skin cancer.
Best type of sunglasses: 
Category three is best for boaters, blocking between 80% and 90%

of visible light transmission .
Polarization in and of itself doesn't offer your eyes additional pro-

tection, but its glare-reducing effect does help you see through the
water more clearly which means you're more likely to spot things
like sandbars, coral, or logs sitting just under the water's surface.

It was another great turnout for Second Saturday
Spruce-Up, and a real treat to chat with

friends, new and old, and young and older.
Thanks for your help in keeping
your club turned out so nicely.

The next Second Saturday
Spruce-Up is scheduled for
May 11 to make us shine for

our Mothers, and you’re 
invited.  The “official” start
time is 10 a.m., but quite a

few members show up 
earlier, and we have the “Dawn

Patrol” that is hard at work about 7 a.m.,
working on things that are more difficult when cars

are parked in the main lot.  
Your help is welcomed any time.  
If the Spruce-Up will conflict with a major
event, we’ll simply postpone a week.  And

by the way – for any major event, the GYA
Regatta for instance, or the

BBQ Cookoff, there is gener-
ally a quickie “Spruce-Up” the
day before the event (mostly,
a quick blow off) that will
be announced on the Club’s

Facebook page.
As you can see, the helpers

vary in age, and anything you can do to
help keep the club in such great shape

is appreciated.



Sally Deane, Director of
Ecumenical Ministries, was our guest
speaker. This Social Service Agency
has been operating for 55 years in
Fairhope with an extension in Foley.
The Agency provides several pro-
grams to aid citizens of Baldwin
County such as Emergency Aid,
Home repair; Meals on Wheel;
Christmas Sharing; Angel tree gifts
and Community Development.   

Sally also explained what has been
happening with the physical complex.
The new building is for administra-
tion. The previous administrative
area is now Emmy’s Shop. The old
shop is being renovated to expand
the store showroom.

Thank you, Sally, for all you do for
our city and county.
Minutes:  Approved  
Treasury:  Current Balance
$13,671.51
Old Business
***Darlene Sirmon was recognized
for her ever-generous contribution in
time and treasure to the Auxiliary.
An appreciation card with a mone-
tary gift was presented to her.
***Kate Gibson presented the slate of
officers. The Secretary and Treasurer
terms have expired.  Jennifer Davies
and Carolyn Mars are the nominees.
These were accepted and approved.
Elections will occur in May.
***What projects will the Auxiliary

help fund?  After much discussion
with Club Manager David, it was
determined that the greatest need is
the sound-proofing in the bar.
Member Patty Crenshaw, an interior
designer, was consulted.  The only
place in the bar to install sound
proofing is on the ceiling. A motion to
allocate $5,000 to the project was
unanimously approved.
***The revised By-Laws of the
Auxiliary are signed, sealed and
delivered to Scott Hartwell so that he
can replace them in the FYC
Constitution.
New Business
***Darlene announced that applica-
tions for scholarships will be in the
office on or before April 10.  Those
wishing to apply must pick them up
and submit them by May 15 at 4:30.
Winners will be notified by May 20.
Discussed the possibility of moving
the dates up so that the award could
be given at the School Awards cere-
mony next year.
***Nautical Sale:  The Ways &
Means Committee announced a
Nautical Yard Sale under the Club
on May 18. Nautical items could be
donated to FYCA for the sale. Tables
could to set up for members who
want to sell their  own items. 

Jeanne O’Connell
Secretary

May 18-24, 2024 is National Safe Boating Week.

FYC Auxiliary Report- Membership Committee
April Report

The Safe Boating Campaign, led by the National Safe Boating Council, and support-
ed by the U.S. Coast Guard and FYC, offers these tips for recreational boating safety:
H Wear a life jacket. 
H Make sure your life jacket is U.S. Coast Guard approved.
H Know your state’s boating laws. 
H Take a boating safety course.
H Schedule a Vessel Safety Check with your local U.S. Coast
Guard Auxiliary.
H File a float plan with a family member or friend.
H Know the latest marine weather forecast prior to going out,
and keep a regular check for changing conditions.
H Don’t drink while you boat. Alcohol is a leading factor in
boating-related accidents and deaths.
H Beware of carbon monoxide poisoning. 
H Communication devices can be the most important piece of emergency equipment
on board a vessel, so always have, at least, a VHF radio and cell phone  

By following these tips, you can enjoy family and friends on your boat, the water,
sunshine and fresh air responsibly. For additional boating resources and tips, please
visit SafeBoatingCampaign.com. 

Semper Paratus!
Bill Fallin

FYC Safety Com.
FSO - Marine Safety;Publications 

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary

Invited to Associate
Membership:

Ack Moore, Jr.
Leslie Castillo

Accepted to Equity
Membership:

Chris Faircloth
Richard Hangen
Robert Hangen
Scott Myers
Sara Russell
James Adam

Promoted to Century
Heritage Membership

At the April membership
meeting, Bob Hasewinkle
was welcomed into Century
Heritage Membership. Bob
has been an active member,
serving on many committees
and participating in count-
less races and other events
throughout his 37 years at
FYC! He has a sailboat in the
harbor and is an integral
member of the O.G.C. (Old
Guys' Coffee) Group, rarely
missing a meeting! 

Century Heritage status is
an honor and reward avail-
able to those Senior Equity
members whose years of
membership, at least 25, and
age, at least 75, total 100+
years. 
Commodore Philip Durant
and Vice Commodore John
Adams were the first to
thank Bob for his dedication
to Fairhope Yacht Club!

Welcome Aboard
PC Chris Dabney
Membership Chair



April 13th was scheduled to host a
LONG regatta! What had previously
been called the Marathon Race was
renamed back in 2012 in honor of Past
Commodore Paul Ring as the Ring
Around the Bay Regatta. Look for
the unique trophy in the big hallway
display case! While the Marathon was generally a 26-mile course, the Ring
Around the Bay, with marks that took sailors to both sides of the bay, up

to the north and back to the south, usually
came in just under that.

This year there was some excitement about
the upcoming long race but the calendar got in
the way of too many and the race will be
rescheduled for later in the year.

Let's try to get as many boats out for the
rescheduled race as there were in these photos
from the 2014 race!

Greetings Cruisers, 
We’ve had a slow start to the
cruising year, but hopefully
that’s about to change. The
thought right now is to head to
Dauphin Island for Memorial
Day weekend. Doesn’t matter
when you leave and return, just
get your boat ready and go. If
weather permits we’ll have a
cook-out on the sand spit on
Saturday evening or some kind
of group dinner.  Watch your
emails for more information
about the weekend cruise. After
Memorial Day weekend, our
next cruise will be the Blue
Angels Beach Show cruise, the
2nd weekend of July. 

For those keeping up with Gus
in the Clipper Around the World
Race, his boat finished on April
24 with it having taken a little
over 27 days from Shanghai to
Seattle, finishing 8th on this leg
of the race. By the time you're
reading this, Gus will be back
home with lots of stories to tell. 

RING AROUND THE BAY!

BBQ ON THE BEACH

Cruising Report ~ 
PC Cathy Cromartie

After 27 days at sea, land at last!

SUNDAY SERIES 1
RACES ENDED ON
APRIL 7.
A beautiful day and enough

winds for a great day on the
water.

Series 2, the Summer
Series, will begin May 12.
Join us! 

The Third Annual FYC BBQ Cook Off was a huge success!  Ten
teams started their grills at 12pm the night before and cooked
through the night until around noon Saturday when the judging
began.  

The results are:  

Chicken - Sam Jones-Team Swamp Pop BBQ.

Ribs - Kevin Hollingshead-Team Meat Sweats.

Butt - Alex Jones-Team South Tent. 

People’s Choice - Ryan Mueller-Team Recreational Smokers.

The Few Cahoots opened up the
music for the day at 1pm.  They were
followed at 4:30pm by Baldwin
County’s own Johnny Hayes.  The
300-person strong crowd visited with
friends and danced the day away on
the beach.



Please support the Members whose Ads support the Mainsheet

Connor Curtis
President

Koala Insulation
of the Gulf Coast

251-517-4122

connor.curtis@koalainsulation.com
www.koalainsulation.com/gulf-coast

W. Holt Naff
Financial Advisor
THE HARTY CARPENTER GROUP

251.990.2391
601 N. Section St
Fairhope, AL 36532
holt.naff@ml.com

www.fa.ml.com/thehartycarpentergroup
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Visit our Ships Store
for all your 

FYC-identified items. 
The Shirts, Caps,

Tumblers and other items
can show your pride in 
Fairhope Yacht Club!


