
A disappointing
Saturday turned
Sunday into a great day
on the water for our
guest fleet of 14
Thistles.
Congrats to all the sailors in the Thistle Championships held at

the club this past weekend. Winds
were a little too high for them on
Saturday but they managed to get in
the races they needed on Sunday and
were finished in time for awards as
our Sunday racers were headed out to
compete. 

From the Commodore

      

The Mainsheet 
Hey Fellow Members!

Welcome to May and
things are busy at our
beautiful club.  We have
many events going on
around sailing – the
Juniors are busy, sum-
mer sailing camp is

almost upon us, Opening Regatta is coming
up this month, Children’s Cup Charity
Regatta, and much more!  
Our staff is planning another great

Mother’s Day Brunch buffet for all of our
amazing Moms! Be sure to call and get
your reservations booked. The Easter
Buffet was amazing and Mother’s Day
should be just as busy. If you haven’t come
down for Happy Hour yet between 4–6 PM
you should make a visit!  Great food and
drink specials are available for you to
enjoy.  
The pool is undergoing some maintenance

and updates and we hope to have it
sparkling clean and the pool deck ready to
welcome you for these warmer months.
Limited food and beverage services will be
available at the pool soon so be on the look-
out for updates about this!
Please make plans for the Children’s Cup

Charity Regatta scheduled for Saturday
May 13.  This is always a great day and a
fun way to help raise money for Children’s
Hospital of Alabama.  Kerrie Benson and
her team always make sure we have a
great time – and with food, boats, and a
silent auction how can you not?
I also want to share that we have

imposed room fees for events that take
place at the club.  If you need to rent a
room for your event there will be a fee
charged for use of the room.  For more
details, please check with Dave Willits,
Lewis Gulley, or myself and we will get
your questions answered.

See you at YOUR club!
Philip Durant

Commodore
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Thistles meet the Bay weather!
After the winds and the
rains put an end of
hope for Saturday
afternoon racing, the
Thistle fleet picked up
the results of 70k
winds and driving rain,
preparing for Sunday
and kinder weather.

After the winds and the
driving rain, losses were
counted and the fleet
regrouped for a try of a
perfect day of racing on
Sunday. Sun and milder
winds and seas lined the
fleet up for a beautiful set
of spinackers.

BARNACLE INJURIES ARE NOTHING TO PLAY WITH!BARNACLE INJURIES ARE NOTHING TO PLAY WITH!
THE FLEET SURGEON HAS THE ANSWER ON PAGE 5THE FLEET SURGEON HAS THE ANSWER ON PAGE 5

The overall winner, Sam Ingham
took home the class
Championship trophy



Competing at the ILCA Gulf Coast
Championship at Ponchartrain YC,

two Comers IV & V and Nate
Hartwell. We don’t know what

weather they had but it looks like
they had good breeze for the racing.
Joe V took First place in Laser 4.7s .

Well done,
Juniors; and
it looks like
Joe IV has
raised a 

competitor!

April was a great month. April was a great month. The Easter brunchThe Easter brunch
andand egg hunt was fully booked up egg hunt was fully booked up 

and we searched out 600 egg! and we searched out 600 egg! 

This has been  full month for Coach Holly
with an out-of-town regatta almost every
weekend as well as gathering her staff for
the Sailing Camps!! 
May will be another full month between
classes for beginners, clinics for the
advanced racers and just a few more
Capdevielle regattas to demand her atten-
tion, we expect that Coach Holly’s report to

you will again show in the great activities the Juniors show you
in their travels across the GYA!

Office: Mon-Fri 8:00am-12:00, 1:30-4:30pm
Phone: 251-928-3276 Fax: 251-990-8602
Email: office@fairhopeyachtclub.com

Club Office: 101 Volanta, Fairhope AL 36532
Mailing Address: Box 1327, Fairhope AL

36533
Web address: www.fairhopeyachtclub.com

The Mainsheet is published
monthly by the Fairhope

Yacht Club, a member of
the Gulf Yachting Association and

United States Sailing Association.
Circulation includes all Fairhope Yacht
Club members and GYA affiliated
clubs. Insertions may be sent to The
Mainsheet, Fairhope Yacht Club, P.O.
Box 1327, Fairhope, AL  36533, or e-
mail to mainsheet@fairhopeyacht-
club.com by the 20th of the month
prior to publication.  

BRIDGE 
Commodore - Philip Durant   
Vice Commodore - John Adams
Rear Commodore - John Buziak
Fleet Captain - Jennifer Stanley   
Fleet Surgeon - Dr. Parag Mahatekar 
Secretary - Tracy Hirsh
Treasurer - Kay Robberson

BOARD OF GOVERnORS
Monty Montgomery
PC Catherine M. Cromartie
John Cocke
PC Scott Hartwell
PC Dan Herzog
Ellis Ollinger
Bob Knapp

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Memorial   Pat Colvin        
Entertainment  Jason Harrelson                             
Building & Grounds  John Adams &

Dave Willits
Insurance/Marine Safety  David Barr
Harbor  Chad Smith                              
Associates  PC Gary Garner  
Membership  Jason Harrelson 
Offshore  Don Faircloth
Cruising  PC Cathy Cromartie        
Sailing Director  Holly Murray
Adult Sailing   Holly Murray
Race & Regatta  John Buziak & 

PC Randy Fitzpatrick-Wainwright  
Junior Commodore  nate Hartwell
Juniors Advisor  Ann Hartwell 
Historians   PC Barbara Brown

Sarah Johnston-Cox 
Guardian   John Adams
GYA Coordinator  PC Randy

Fitzpatrick-Wainwright     
Mainsheet Editor   nancy Fitzpatrick
Long Range Planning   David Roberts            
ICRC  TBD                              
FYC Auxiliary  Sandra Bostrom 

The Layline ~ Sailing Diretor Holly Murray

Sue Brown - If you don’t know Sue
Brown, you’re not coming to the Club
enough! She has been a loyal, friendly,
hardworking FYC Server since 1996.
When she is not running around here
taking care of our members, she is out
enjoying time on their power boat, island
hopping with her family and her adorable
Pug Zack, camping or checking out the
latest and greatest restaurants with her
husband Jim. Sue is not only an asset to

this Club but one of the many that continuously go above and
beyond to make your Club a special place!

Meet Our Staff: this month, get to know Sue Brown!

See you on the water,  Holly



Junior Commodore’s Report

Events 2023 Dates Club Optimist Laser 420

  

    

     

     

      

     

    

      

 

     

Circuit Events
2023 GYA Youth One Design Circuit Events (Tentative)

FYC at Gulfport YC Alfonso Regatta

  

    

Juby Wynne May 27 - 28* Southern YC 3 1

School's Out June 3 - 4* Pontchartrain YC 2

GYA 420 Championship June 16 - 18 Bay-Waveland YC 3

Meigs July 8 - 9 Fort Walton YC 4

        

      

 

     

Joe V won first in Laser 4.7, Ty won his first
4th overall, plus 1st in white fleet. Joe IV won
2nd in full rig Lasers.

Our Opti
team with
Coach Holly.
On the front
row-Elise,
Lilis and
Ethan; at the
back-Louis, Ty
and Hackett

Photos thanks
to Carlyn Nichols

At left, Ty
Nichols got to
practie hiking
out to keep his
boat flat!
On the right,
three of our
FJrYC team
are ready to
launch and
sail.

Happy May everyone! April’s been a busy month for our Jr
sailors. To begin the month we had sailors Joe Comer V and
myself travel to PontchartrainYC for the Laser gulf coast,
Joe won first place in Laser 4.7.  We had a group of Opti
sailors go to Bay St Louis for the Opti Gulf Coast Champs at
BayWavelandYC.    We had a group of Opti & Laser sailors
go over to Gulfport YC for Alphonso Sutter Regatta.  Ty Nichols won 1st in
blue fleet and 4th overall. Joe Comer V won 1st in laser 4.7. 
St. Michael’s High School team traveled up to Jackson YC for the annual

Spring Fling race. Wrapping up the school year, our 4 high school teams
held a Pickleball tournament.  Ms Holly & Mrs Duggar won.  Runners Up
were Brockton Norris and Layton Duggar.  
Looking ahead for our junior sailors, we’ll begin preparing to participate

with the GYA Capdevieville regattas this summer and Junior Liptons.  We
are also getting ready for sail camp.  There are still a few spots open—regis-
ter your junior sailor today!  If you are seventh grade or higher, attend sum-
mer camp and join one of our high school teams in the fall.  There will be a
rookie camp at the end of the summer.  

Nate Hartwell, Junior Commodore

FYC Juniors still
Sailing 

Camille McGriff (Columbia head coach/
HWS ‘22) and Warren Wegener (UT ‘23)
at College Sailing
National Invitational
on Lake Travis in
Austin, TX, April 29 &
30th.  Camille is pur-
suing a Master’s in
Architecture and
Critical, Curatorial,
and Conceptual Practices at Columbia
University.  Warren graduates from UT on
May 5th and will begin a Masters of
Science in Geological Sciences, Economic
Geology at the University of British
Columbia this fall.  
Kenneth “Kip” Buck, Jr.
from the graduating class of 2022
Fairhope High School and FYC
Jr. Commodore 2020, is finishing
his Freshman year at The
Citadel, The Military College of
South Carolina, class of 2026,
studying Finance and Chinese.
Kip’s year has been filled with
many challenges and many
rewards, rewards that would
make Fairhope Yacht Club proud.
Kip became a member of The

Citadel’s Sailing Team where he was award-
ed “Knob of The Year” by the Sailing Team.
“Knob” is an endearing term the freshman
are called by upperclassmen because all of
the shaved heads look like door knobs. 
Kip was also elected to SAISA

(the South Atlantic Conference of
the Intercollegiate Sailing
Association, holding the Vice
Presidency position 
He was also elected to be a

Representative at Large to ICSA
(Intercollegiate Sailing
Association) on a national level
where he will represent his
Division with the other top picks.



What’s Happening at OUR Club!
MONTHLY SCHEDULEMONTHLY SCHEDULE

H SUNDAY: PORCH SOCIAL: 5pm, The best
way to watch the sails in the sunset on our beauti-
ful Bay.
MAY 20: Zachary Thomas Diedrich
JUNE 25: Trent Brownlee

HTUESDAY: POT LUCK! Bar opens at 4, Dinner
starts at 6, Bar and Club close at 8pm! Take care of
the Bartender-even if all you drink is water! 
H1ST WEDNESDAY: JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP
MEETING, 6pm
H1ST WEDNESDAY: GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING, 7pm
H2ND WEDNESDAY: MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE Meeting, 6:30pm
H3RD WEDNESDAY: BINGO 6:30pm in the
Jubilee Room
H4TH WEDNESDAY: HARBOR COMMITTEE
Meeting, 6:30pm,
H1ST FRIDAY: FYC AUXILIARY: Luncheon
meetings at 11am, making friends and planning
special events to benefit the club!

SPECIAL EVENTSSPECIAL EVENTS
MAY 13: CHILDREN’S CUP REGATTA: The
annual Children’s Cup Regatta to benefit
patient care at Childrens Hospital will set
sail on Saturday May 13 at FYC! As usual

there will be plenty of fun whether you’re sailing or
not! Adult boat entry is $75 and youth boats are
$30 - there will be kids Opti races also! Live music
from Doc Rogers, BBQ plates, silent auction and
kids activities for a great day for a great cause! To
donate to the auction, sponsor the event or sign up
contact Kerrie Benson at 251-610-4969! Also, we
need volunteers throughout the day 
MAY 14: MOTHER’S DAY BUFFET: The May
Buffet Extravaganza from our Chef occurs on
Mother’s Day this month and this is a great time to
celebrate all the things your mother does for you!
Let her know that she can visit with her family and
not have to wonder who will clean up the kitchen
and do the dishes. AND! if you haven’t sampled the
desserts that our pastry master offers, this is the
time to check them out! 
MAY 20: 2ND ANNUAL BBQ COOK-OFF: Bring
your beach tents and chairs for all-day music, BBQ
and fun starting at 10am. Meal Bracelets $15-
Adults, $5-Kids. Instructions for entry is
included in the mailing or at the FYC Office.
JUNE 18: FATHER’S DAY BUFFET:JUNE 18: FATHER’S DAY BUFFET: Don’t
forget Father . . . we’re planning food for the king
in your family with specials fit for his day! 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

28 29
Memorial
Day Cruise?

30
pot luck

31 

21      GYA
Opening-SYC
Porch  Social
Zachary Thomas

Diedrich 

22 23   
pot luck

24 
Harbor

Committee
6:30

25 26 27 

11am-8pm Closed Bar-4pm-8pm 4pm-9pm 4pm-9pm 11am-10pm 11am-10pm

14
Mother’s

Day
Buffet

15 16
pot luck

17
Bingo
6:30pm

Jubilee Room

18     19 20      GYA
Opening-SYC

BBQ Cook-Off

1 2

pot luck

3Membership
Mtgs

6:00 JrYC
7:00 Equity

4 5
FYC
Auxiliary
Luncheon

6
Spring
BucYC                                                                                                        

7    
Spring
BucYC

8 9    
pot luck

10 
Membership
Committee

11 12 13
CHILDREN’S
CUP

May~2023

Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation
(251-928-8888 for Dinner Reservations) 



11 12 13
pot luck

14 15 16 17

4 5 6 
pot luck

7 Membership
Mtgs

6:00 JrYC
7:00 Equity

8 9 10
RING

AROUND THE
BAY

25
Porch Social

5-7pm

26 27
pot luck

28
Harbor

Committee
6:30

29 30

1 2 
?FYC
Auxiliary
Luncheon

3

11am-8pm Closed Bar-4pm-8pm 4pm-9pm 4pm-9pm 11am-10pm 11am-10pm
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation
(251-928-8888 for Dinner Reservations) 

18   
Father’s DayFather’s Day

BuffetBuffet

19 20

pot luck

21 
Bingo
6:30pm

Jubilee Room

22 23 24

June~2023

Membership
Committee

From the Fleet Surgeon
Our Bay is a wonderful place to

experience the joys of nature and all
the outdoor sports. Swimming, sail-
ing, fishing walking on the beaches,
Jubilees and Regattas!

However, a rogue awaits us if we are care-
less! Vibrio can find the healthiest of us when
we ignore an open door for it’s entry-a small
scrape or cut from the many barnacles that
also love our Bay. These are the suggested
precautions for care of any injury:
1. Scrub the wounds vigorously with soap and
water and then flush the wound with large
amounts of water.
2. Flush the wound with diluted (50/50) solu-
tions of hydrogen peroxide and water.
3. Rinse again with water.
4. Apply a thin layer of antiseptic ointment
and cover the wound with a dry, sterile and
non-adherent dressing.
5. Consider medical evaluation for antibiotics
and tetanus booster!
Prevent injuries: Water shoes, shirts and
gloves!

A special presentation on
protecting the great
bonus nature has given
us-our beautiful Bay and
bountiful water that
much of the world can’t
brag about was give by
Daphne HS environmen-
tal students and teachers
at the Thistle Captain’s
Meeting.

Learning to protect our water!

The month of April didn’t lend itself to many
cruising opportunities. When the weather was
decent, schedules conflicted. When schedules per-
mitted, the weather didn’t cooperate. It’s spring
time along the coast … what can you do except
look for opportunities in the coming months.
And, as I have said to other cruisers, even if my

schedule conflicts with a cruise someone wants to
do, by all means … plan it and go. Send the details
to me and I’ll make sure it gets to others on the
cruising list.
We do hope to schedule a Memorial Day weekend

cruise to Dauphin Island. As time gets closer, more
details will follow. Happy boating!

JUS CRUISIN’ ~ PC Cathy Cromartie



The April meeting was held April
14 at the usual time of 11:00, but
with very unusual surroundings.
The circular tables were adorned
with flowers and fancy tea pots,

elegant tea cups and saucers.
Hydrangeas decorated the serving
tables which were stacked with
finger sandwiches, scones, lemon
cups, and tea assortments.  Hats
topped all heads with spring fling.
Harp music welcomed everyone as
they arrived.  We all enjoyed a

lovely luncheon.  Everyone left
wishing to do it again in the
future.  Hopefully, you can all join
us then.

Jean Clarkson from Cybele's
downtown dress shop judged the
winners of the hats.  Marisha
Chavers won as most unique hat.
Diane Suda won as most elegant.
Pug Chapman won as most retro.
Each was presented with a tea pot
or cream & sugar.   

Jeanne O’Connell, 
Secretary

TAKE a boating safety course. Gain valuable knowledge and on-
water experience in a boating safety course with many options for
novice to experienced boaters.
CHECK equipment. Schedule a free vessel safety check with local

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary to make sure all essential equipment is present,
working and in good condition.
MAKE a float plan. Always let someone on shore know the trip itinerary,
including operator and passenger information, boat type and registration,
and communication equipment on board.
WEAR a life jacket. Make sure everyone wears a life jacket – every time. A
stowed life jacket is no use in an emergency.
USE an engine cut-off device – it’s the law. An engine cut-off device is a
proven safety device to stop the boat’s engine should the operator unexpect-
edly fall overboard.
WATCH the weather. Always check the forecast before departing on the
water and frequently during the excursion.
NEVER boat under the influence. A BUI is involved in one-third of all 

recreational boating fatalities. Always designate a
sober skipper.

For information on any of the above, please go to
https://www.cgaux.org/ and utilize the resources there.

Bill Fallin,
FYC Safety Committee

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary

 

FYC Auxiliary Report
Invited to Associate
Membership in March &
April:

Michael Cumpton
L.G. Adams
Jimmy Adams
Nicole Rider
Harris Reynolds
Carl Hunt
Sean Carter
Jeff Outlaw
Necie Borroni

Accepted to Equity
Membership:

Paul Bryars
William Morrison
Alex Jones

Invited to Transitional
Membership:

Allison Floyd

Welcome Aboard
Jacob Harrelson
Membership Chair

April Membership
Committee Report

2023
Fairhope Yacht

Club
Auxiliary

Scholarship
$1,000 Scholarship to

be awarded to 
a High School Senior

in June 2023
To be eligible, applicant

must be a child, grandchild
or great grandchild of a
Fairhope Yacht Club 
member or employee.

Applications may be picked
up in the  FYC Office.

National Safe Boating Week is May 20-26, 2023



APR 2: Lots of boats, not much wind.
But not much isn't none! After a 15

minute delay, it appeared that the wind
might be coming in from the southwest
with the sea breeze. There was just

enough, at around 5 kts, to push seven
boats around a course set at X-SW-SE-
NE-X. It was SLOW going but the wind
did fill in slightly to about 8 kts for the
last leg of the race. The competition
picked up and places changed. Finishes
were posted as follows: 1st-Damn Yankee
II, 2nd-MOJO, 3rd-Tigress, 4th-Knot On
Line, 5th-Alouette, 6th-Dancin' with
Wind, Flying Scot.
APR 16: Heavy winds made for a fast
day of racing! Boats stayed fairly close
and there was some intense competition
all the way to the finish. Five boats came

out in the brisk NW winds and sailed a
course of X-NW-SW-SE-X. Winds aver-
aged 15-18 kts and boats hit speeds not

often seen. Finishes were recorded as fol-
lows: 1st-Gypsy Wind, 2nd-Knot On Line,
3rd-Damn Yankee II, 4th-MOJO, 5th-
Khü ley
APR 23: What a great day for racing!
The winds were generous at the start of
the race but they did die down a little by
the finish but not enough to slow the

competitors! A fast race was sailed by
eight boats under clear blue skies! The
course was set at X-NW-SW-SE-X and
the race was on. Competition was tight
and boats overtook and pushed to stretch
out away from the others. Finishes were
close and were recorded as follows: 1st-

Moonglade, 2nd-Flying Scot, 3rd-Damn
Yankee II, 4th-Knot On Line, 5th
Alouette, 6th-Tigress. 7th-Gypsy Wind.
APR 30: DAUPHIN ISLAND 2023 was

a fantastic race! The host club, Mobile
Yacht Club, put on a fun, well organized
event for almost 60 boats and their crews
from Friday night Skipper's meeting to
the running of the race on Sunday.
Weather conditions on Saturday warrant-
ed a postponement of the race until

Sunday. The front that moved through on
Saturday with much thunder, lighting
and rain also brought with it much high-
er winds for Sunday but the sailors took
great advantage of that wind and sailed a
very fast 19 mile race. The high winds
worked the boats and crews and, by the
time they finished, some of the crew took
advantage of the 19 mile ride home to get
a little rest in!   

MYC has
decided to hold
the trophy pres-
entation on
Sunday, May 7,
at 2pm.
Knowing that
this conflicts
with Spring
Regatta at
BuYC and the
start of our own
Series 2 Sunday
Racing, any
Fairhope tro-
phies not picked
up at Mobile
Yacht Club will be brought back to
Fairhope after the trophy presentation.
Awards will be distributed at Fairhope
on Tuesday night, May 9, at Potluck. 

CHILDREN’S CUP
REGATTA with all the fes-
tivies is May 13. Sign up and
sail or just come by to get a
bargain at the sale or a BBQ

plate and let the kids play!

SUNDAY SAILING ~ Tracy Hirsh

   
   

     

   
     

Joseph H. Comer III
Naval Architect / Consultant

www.mssllc.us
P. O. Box 1354

Fairhope, AL 36533

Cell—251-709-0799

Vessel and Production Design
www.brosenblatt.com

Graphic and Print Services
www.theplotshop.com

Interior Design
www.easternshorehospitality.com

Email—joec@mssllc.us

April concludes Series 1 racing
and Series 2 immediately fol-
lows, starting on May 7. Get
your boats and come out on
Sunday. It's sometimes a chal-
lenge but always fun!



Please support the Members whose Ads support the Mainsheet

Connor Curtis
President

Koala Insulation
of the Gulf Coast

251-517-4122

connor.curtis@koalainsulation.com
www.koalainsulation.com/gulf-coast

W. Holt Naff
Financial Advisor
THE HARTY CARPENTER GROUP

251.990.2391
601 N. Section St
Fairhope, AL 36532
holt.naff@ml.com

www.fa.ml.com/thehartycarpentergroup
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