
It is an honor to represent FYC as
GYA Commodore and the pride I
always feel for my club was only
verified after this weekend. I
want to thank everyone who had
a part in putting on the GYA
Opening regatta. This event was
long in the planning and I would
like to thank our Commodore
Philip Durant, Vice Commodore
John Adams and Rear
Commodore Howard MacNair and
their many minions for all their
hard work, on the water and
ashore. I also would like to thank
Ann Hartwell, Tara MacNair,
Sandy Adams and Tiffany Durant
for all their help with fine details
and keeping me organized. The
compliments I have received from
those who attended have been
many and though I always expect
excellence when our Regatta
Committee is involved it is always
nice to see the hard work pay off.

Thank you to our Manager Dave
Willits and the FYC staff for
everything that was done in
preparation for the weekend and
the outstanding job of taking care
of everyone who attended the

regatta. I hope
everyone who
attended the
regatta and the
party Saturday
night throughly
enjoyed them-
selves.
So again, Thank
You to everyone
involved!

Randy Fitz-Wainwright
GYA Commodore

From the Commodore
Welcome to the

month of June at
YOUR club as we
kick off the summer
season. The pool has
been updated and
repaired and is open
for the summer!

Poolside food and beverage service
is available and we will post the
hours during which you can get
great food and drink while you
enjoy the pool area. Please remem-
ber to use courtesy and respect at
the pool with the pool attendants
and everywhere else on club
grounds.
The Children’s Cup Regatta is

right around the corner – please
make plans to attend or make a
donation in support of Children’s
Hospital of Alabama.
Summer Sailing camp has kicked

off and promises to be another
busy summer. Holly Murray works
so hard to put these camps togeth-
er and they are always filled up
and have a waiting list due to their
popularity.
A refreshed menu for the dining

room is on the way and will be
released soon. Stay tuned for the
great culinary updated that Dave
and team have in store for us.
A huge thanks to everyone that

made the GYA Opening Regatta a
success. All of the volunteers and
staff are greatly appreciated for
putting on a great event. Your help
and dedication are truly noticed
and what helps make this club
such a great part of the GYA.
Be prepared as hurricane season

has begun but let’s hope and pray
nothing comes our way. Enjoy your
summer vacation as it goes by
quickly! Stay safe!
See you at the club!

Philip Durant
Commodore
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For your information: We are including a brief of the FYC Harbor Hurricane
Prepreparedness Plan. A more comprehensive version can be found on the

FYC web page. If you have questions, consult the Harbor Committee.

GYA Opening Regatta

Ten GYA Vipers hit the starting line for the Opening Capdevielle regatta



Summer is finally here! Our sum-
mer camp will be underway,
Junior Lipton team has started
practices every Tuesday and
Thursday evening. This team is
ready to keep the cup here at FYC
another year.
I am very excited to announce

we will be hosting FYC Ecor
Rouge Dinghy Series. Every
Wednesday evening starting June
12. Series ending Date July 31.
$20 per person (onetime fee) Open
to any dinghy 19 feet and under.
Portsmouth rating.
Start time is 5:45 each evening.

Registration and NOR coming
soon. We will be looking for volun-
teers for race committee.  Please
contact me if you are interested in
helping.  
We also have a few sailing camp

spots if you know anyone that is

interested.  
Adult lessons:

Our first session
has started, our 2
session is full but
I have spots still
open for our 3
session.  This session will be held,
July 9/11 and July 16 /18.  Classes
start at 5:00pm
and end at 7:30
pm.  This will
be a great way
to jump start
your sailing
adventures. 

Holly.    

Meet our new Racing Coach,
Michael Burns. Michael has a his-
tory of winning in the GYA and
his skills are well known to our
Juniors!

Office: Mon-Fri 8:00am-12:00, 1:30-4:30pm
Phone: 251-928-3276 Fax: 251-990-8602

Email: office@fairhopeyachtclub.com
Club Office: 101 Volanta, Fairhope AL 36532

Mailing Address: Box 1327, Fairhope AL
36533

Web address: www.fairhopeyachtclub.com

The Mainsheet is published
monthly by the Fairhope

Yacht Club, a member of
the Gulf Yachting Association and

United States Sailing Association.
Circulation includes all Fairhope Yacht
Club members and GYA affiliated
clubs. Insertions may be sent to The
Mainsheet, Fairhope Yacht Club, P.O.
Box 1327, Fairhope, AL  36533, or e-
mail to mainsheet@fairhopeyacht-
club.com by the 20th of the month
prior to publication.  

BRIDGE 
Commodore - Philip Durant   
Vice Commodore - John Adams
Rear Commodore - Howie MacNair
Fleet Captain - Jennifer Stanley   
Fleet Surgeon - Dr. Parag Mahatekar 
Secretary - Gretchen Valentine
Treasurer - Kay Robberson

BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Bob Kinler 
David Roberts
Michael Amos
Monty Montgomery
PC Catherine M. Cromartie
John Cocke
PC Scott Hartwell

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Memorial   Pat Colvin        
Entertainment  Jason Harrelson                             
Building & Grounds  John Adams &

Dave Willits
Insurance/Marine Safety  David Barr
Harbor  Chad Smith                              
Associates  PC Gary Garner  
Membership  PC Chris Dabney 
Offshore  Don Faircloth
Cruising  PC Cathy Cromartie        
Sailing Director  Holly Murray
Adult Sailing   Holly Murray
Race & Regatta  Howie McNair & 

PC Randy Fitzpatrick-Wainwright  
Junior Commodore  Coleman Kennedy
Juniors Advisor  Ann Hartwell 
Historians   PC Barbara Brown

Sarah Johnston-Cox 
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The Layline ~ Holly Murray

Opti sails like butterflys took on the Bay’s best

Spring Regatta at Buccaneer Yacht Club
FYC sent two Vipers to Spring

Regatta. Our Capdevielle boat
placed 6th out of 10 clubs rac-
ing.  Our open class Viper
placed 4th in their class.  We
had some great new adult
sailors who raced for FYC this
weekend. 

Katie Perrine and Past Commodore Scott
Hartwell assisted with race committee.
Buccaneer completed 5 races. It turned it
to be a beautiful weekend on Mobile Bay.

Thank you, to everyone who came out to
support FYC. 

Mac Watkins sailed through heavy
seas to take the Opti Red prize The FYC Juniors in our Opti Green Fleet



BROCKTON NORRIS
My name is Brockton Norris and

I have been sailing for 12 years. I
discovered my love for sailing
when I attended a summer camp
dedicated to the sport. Since then,
my passion for sailing has only
grown stronger. I started with
green fleet Opti racing and even-
tually progressed to high school
420 racing. During my high
school years, I had the incredible
opportunity to sail the GYA club
boat Viper 640, which completely
captured my heart. Additionally, I
am proud to be a team member of
the winning team for 2023 Junior
Lipton Championship. It had
been 13 years since Fairhope
Yacht Club had won this regatta.
Sailing has had a profound

impact on my personal growth. It
has taught me to face challenges
head-on and make quick decisions
on the water. Through this sport,
I have also found a supportive
community of like-minded indi-
viduals, and I am grateful for the
connections I have made.
As I transition into the next

phase of my life after high school,
I am excited to pursue a degree in
Entrepreneurship at The
University of Mississippi. I am
eager to see what plans God has
instore for me as I embark on this
new journey in Oxford this fall.
Whenever I return home, I know
that spending time on the water
will continue to bring me joy and
help me appreciate every
moment. 

NATE HARTWELL
I have been sailing for FYC

since I was 8 years old.  It’s
amazing to look back on how
much sailing has been central
to my life & development. I’ve
met & sailed with so many
wonderful people through the
years. I loved representing
FYC and St. Michael while
traveling to compete in some
beautiful places.  I was hon-
ored to be a part of winning
the GYA Jr Lipton Regatta last
summer for FYC for the first
time in 13 years.  In the fall I
will be attending New York
Maritime College, where I will
study Marine Transportation.
I will graduate with a degree
as well as a US Coast Guard
license to start my career as a
third mate on large ships.
Ultimately, I would like to
return to Mobile Bay in the
Maritime Industry.

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

June, 2024

And the winners are . . .
First Place Melges 15:
Nate Hartwell and Lanee Imperato

Second Place Melges 15:
Aidyn James and Maddie Murry

1st Laser Radial & 2nd Laser Full:
Joe Comer V & Joe Comer IV

First Place C420:
Axel Jackson and Jackson Goffinet

We will see these happy faces all
Summer, aiming for the Junior
Lipton Challenge Cup!

FYC Junior Report



Can we say be prepared enough times?
While you were sleeping,
lovely winds blew through
our safe harbor and left a
bit of disorder behind. 

Be wary of the extreme
weather conditions we are
having this year.  50% chance
of rain turned into 80+ mile
hour winds and a 20 minute
deluge at the club with no rain
or strong winds noted just
a half mile away.  

What’s Happening at OUR Club!

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

23
Porch
Social   GYA

420  
Champ

24 25
Pot Luck 

26
Regatta
Meeting
6:30

27 28
GYA 420
Championship
BWYC

29
GYA 420

Championship
BWYC

16 
Knost
Regatta
PCYC

17 18
Pot Luck

19 20  21 22

2 
Candler
Regatta
StABYC

3 4
Pot Luck

5 6:00 JrYC
7:00 General
Membership
Meetings

6 7 8
Children’sCup

11am-8pm Closed 4pm-9pm 4pm-9pm 4pm-9pm 11am-10pm 11am-10pm

9 10 11
Pot Luck

12
Membership
Committee

13 14  15 
Knost
Regatta
PCYC

June
Spruce-Up
Saturday,
9am!

1
Candler
Regatta
StABYC

June~2024

Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation
(251-928-8888 for Dinner Reservations) 

30

Nice outing for May’s Second Saturday Spruce-Up
considering it was Mother’s Day Weekend.  

Happy belated Mother’s Day to all mothers.
Dawn Patrol started at 7, next wave
at 8:20, and the
rest of the group

around 10.
Various lots and
entrances were
cleaned - nicely

done after the storm during the previous week.  
As for the area at the east side of the pool (pictured)

- we'll call that a darned good start.
Thanks to all who were here - Pictured John, Joel,
Bryan, Bo - also participating but not pictured Jim

Brown and Pete Flammini. 
A "Heads-Up" - for next month and at

least through the summer, we'll be starting
at 9 in an effort to "beat the heat".  

Also, please note that for June only, we’ll do
the “Spruce-Up” the first

Saturday so as not to coincide
with 

the Children’ Cup Regatta, 
a terrific fund-raising event.  
Please adjust both time and

(one time) date and hope to see
you there.

And finally, a gentle reminder that many
hands make light work – 

your hands are appreciated.



21
Jr Lipton
Chalenge

22 23
Pot Luck

24 25 26 27
Weatherly
Regatta

GYC

7 
Meigs
Regatta
FWYC

8 9 
Pot Luck

10
Membership
Committee

11 12 13

Summer
Regatta
MYC

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

14 
Summer
Regatta
MYC

15 16
Pot Luck

17   18 19

Jr Lipton
Challenge

20

1 2
Pot Luck

3 6:00 JrYC
7:00 General
Membership
Meeting

4th Family Day
on the

beach!

5 6 
Meigs
Regatta
FWYC

28
Weatherly
Regatta

GYC
Porch Social

29 30
Pot Luck

31
Regatta
Meeting

11am-8pm Closed 4pm-9pm 4pm-9pm 4pm-9pm 11am-10pm 11am-10pm

July~2024

Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation
(251-928-8888 for Dinner Reservations) 

Know what the warning flags mean . . .

Semper Paratus!
Bill Fallin

FYC Safety Com.
FSO - Marine Safety;Publications 

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary

Not all beaches have flags. Read and obey the
posted beach warning signs and flags that you do
see. Knowing what they mean, and taking the few
moments of time to do this, can make all the differ-
ence in your safety while you are at the beach.

MONTHLY SCHEDULEMONTHLY SCHEDULE
H3RD SUNDAY: PORCH SOCIAL:
JUNE 23, J.E.R.I.
JULY 28, JOE AUSTIN AND THE
TALLAHATCHIES. 
HTUESDAY: POT LUCK! Bar opens at 4, Dinner
starts at 6, Bar and Club close at 8pm! Take care of
the Bartender-even if all you drink is water!  
H1ST WEDNESDAY: JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP
MEETING, 6pm in the Boat Barn.
H1ST WEDNESDAY: MEMBERSHIP
MEETING, 7pm in the Ballroom.
H2ND WEDNESDAY: MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE: By invitation, meeting, 6:30pm
HLAST WEDNESDAY: REGATTA
COMMITTEE: Meeting, 6:30pm in the Jubilee
Room, anyone interested is welcome!
H1ST FRIDAY: FYC AUXILIARY: May was the
last meeting of the Spring session. Meetings will
begin again September 6.
H2ND SATURDAY: VOLUNTEER CLEAN-UP:
Hard work and Lunch, provided!

ENTERTAINMENT SCHEDULEENTERTAINMENT SCHEDULE
JUNE 8: CHILDREN’S CUP REGATTA: A day
of sailing, playing, swimming, eating and special
bargains to assist Children’s Hospital of Alabama,
the 13th Annual Day of Charity for the children of
Alabama.
JULY 4: Beach Extravaganza. More info as we get
it! Join your yacht club family on the beach.



Greetings Cruisers, 
Let me take a minute to talk
about the perfect weekend at
anchor … Pelican Bay, Memorial
Day weekend. The weather and
the company could not have been
better. The days were warm, but
not overly warm, and the nights

were very pleasant with a con-
stant southerly breeze of about
10-12kts. There were many high-
lights of the weekend – taking
dinghies from one boat to another
just to visit a little, stand-up pad-
dle boarding, swims, casting a
rod and catching nothing, beauti-
ful moon and sun rises – but
probably the biggest highlight
was Guz Mϋller cooking Brazilian
steak over a charcoal grill on
shore on Saturday night. We all
ate way more than we should
have, and it was worth every
bite. Then to top it off, as we
were finishing dinner, a group on

the shore put on a firework dis-
play that lasted at least thirty
minutes. A beautiful ending to a
perfect evening. Boats who
stayed on the hook were Khϋley
(Gus Mϋller), Katarina (David &
Kim Zimmerman’s new to them
boat), Nauti Girl (Lindy and
Cathy Cromartie), Sissy (Chris &
Deb Faircloth), Nepenthe (Jack
Bystricky), and Bob Johnson
joined us on his power boat. Two
words can sum up the weekend ...
The. Best.
Photos by Chris and Deb Faircloth

The Auxiliary met May 3
for the last time this Season in the
Jubilee Room.  Two new officers
were named.  Carolyn Mars was
seated as Treasurer and Jennifer
Davies as Secretary when she
returns in October from Michigan.
The Yard Sale was cancelled

because of the stormy weather. It
will be rescheduled. 
The Ways and Means

Committee met to set up the cal-
endar for 2024-2025 Season.  
December’s Christmas Bazaar,
January’s Chili Cook-off and
April’s Fashion Show were set.  
The Annual Scholarship,

$1,500, was awarded to Nate
Hartwell. Nate plans to attend
New York Maritime College,

where he will study Marine
Transportation. We hope to see
him o ne day Captain of a ship
in our own Mobile Shop
Channel!
Sound proofing is still on the

books as a project for FYCA to
help off-set the cost.  The acousti-

cal panels must fit between the
wooden beams in the bar.  This
will make for a more challenging
project.  
Manager David requested help

in purchasing two picnic tables for
the boat barn area.  The previous
ones have fallen apart.  A motion
was made and approved to allot
$500 toward this purchase.
Darlene Sirmon and Diane Suda
will look for wooden ones that
David and Bill will paint to pre-
serve.

Jeanne O’Connell
Secretary

FYC Auxiliary Report

Membership Committee
May Report

Invited to Associate
Membership:

Mara Buffett      
Nathan Chandler
Heather Hume
Jesse LeBlanc
JJ McCool
Nicholas Sholty
Jason Spry
Mary Windom 

Accepted to Equity
Membership:

L G Adams
Nicole Rider

Welcome Aboard
PC Chris Dabney
Membership Chair

Cruising Report ~ PC Cathy Cromartie

The Fleet SurgeonThe Fleet Surgeon
says, says, “SUNBURN!”“SUNBURN!”

Take frequent cool baths (with 2
ounces baking soda)or cool showers to
help relieve the pain.
Use a moisturizer that contains aloe
vera to help soothe sunburned skin.
Treatments with benzocaine and lido-
caine may cause skin allergies.
Consider taking ibuprofen to help
reduce any swelling, redness and dis-
comfort.
Drink extra water.
If your skin blisters, allow the blisters
to heal. Do not pop blisters.
Take extra care to protect sunburned
skin while it heals. (Stay out of the
sun.)
Hydrocortisone cream for itching.



HHH Harbor Hurricane Preparedness Plan HHH

This plan is on our web site, nine pages long and very
concise in the responsibility of each of us in the face of
immenent disaster. Those of us who have followed
these procedures over the years with every class of dis-
aster from high water and sand in the parking lot to
the distruction of Katrina suggest that you download
the plan and keep it on hand to advise you both in
your responsibilities to your club as well as your fami-
ly and possessions at home.

PREPARATION STARTS HERE:
The order of priority when preparing Fairhope
Yacht Club Harbor for a hurricane is (1) Protect
human life, (2) Seek to prevent or minimize personal
injury, (3) Reduce the exposure of property to dam-
age, (4) Minimize damage to property that cannot be
relocated and (5) Seek to restore normal operations
as quickly as possible.
The most critical task is securing boats, which may
move about and damage the harbor and other boats.
The harbor is not a viable sanctuary for boats of any
type during a direct hurricane hit. The wet slips, dry
and loft storage are not designed to accommodate
boats during heavy winds and/or storm surge. These
elements tend to push and pound boats against pil-
ings, docks, and other vessels. Loft storage boats are
in danger of being moved by wind or being lifted into
racks above with tide surge. Increased weight of
water-filled boats could collapse the rack system. The
Harbor Committee encourages early evacuation of all
boats in dry and loft storage, and trailerable boats in
wet slips.
Circumstances may prevent evacuation of some boats.
This Harbor Hurricane Preparedness Plan
(hereinafter referred to as the “Plan”), in addition to
describing evacuation procedures, outlines recommend-
ed practices for securing boats in the harbor. This Plan
also describes procedures for communicating and carry-

ing out hurricane response for all other aspects of the
harbor – before, during, and after the storm.
Successful preparation for a hurricane depends on
how early and how orderly preparations are made,
even though the chances may be great that the har-
bor will not suffer a direct hit. Boat owners are
encouraged to be aware of tropical weather condi-
tions. Preparation procedures should be well under-
way during the U.S. Weather Service Hurricane
WATCH Phase. All boats should be secured or evacu-
ated by the time a hurricane WARNING is issued. A
last minute call for area evacuation by the
Emergency Management Agency could prevent the
necessary time to secure or evacuate a boat and prop-
erly secure the harbor.
Boat owners with a boat in a wet slip, dry or loft
storage are required to be familiar with this plan.
Timetables for implementing the various stages of
the plan will depend on the storm’s forward speed
and direction, probability of a storm hit, and the
expected intensity of the storm. REMEMBER - to
attempt to secure boats while under storm influences is
at the risk of lives. The inconveniences of early action
are a small price to pay for safety.
Be aware that this Plan assumes a direct hit (the
eye passing directly over or within 25 miles of the
harbor) and may work only for lower category hurri-
canes. A direct hit by a Category II or stronger storm
could result in major damage to the boats and harbor
facilities. This Plan is designed to limit the damage to
the harbor and boats. For a major storm this Plan
may or may not be adequate.

The complete plan for Hurricane Preparedness on
the FYC webpage will help you know what to do if you
are new to the seasonal weather events we annually
experience as the price we pay to live in this beautiful
part of the world.

1. Swim at your own risk.  No life-
guard on duty.
2. Only FYC members and guests
accompanied by FYC members are
permitted to use the pool.  Guest
fees apply.  Limit of four guests per
visit.
3. All members and guests must
register with pool attendant.
4. Swimmers must shower before
entering pool.
5. Children under the age of 15
must be accompanied by an adult.
Adults are fully responsible for chil-
dren under their supervision at all
times.
6. Proper swimwear required.
7. Children still in diapers must

wear a swim diaper.
8. No diving.
9. No running, pushing, dunking,
rough play or unsafe activities in
the pool or pool area at ANY time.
10. All food and trash must be
picked up and placed in trash cans
provided for this purpose.
11. No food or drinks in the pool.
12. No glass of any kind in pool
area.
13. No pets in the pool area.
14. No bicycles, skateboards,
rollerblades, scooters, motorized
cycles or other wheeled vehicles,
except wheelchairs, in the pool
area.
15. Pool is closed during inclement

weather.
16. Pool lounge chairs and furniture
must remain in the pool area and
may not be used elsewhere on the
FYC premises.
17. The pool attendant is in charge
of safe pool operation.  The instruc-
tions and directives of the atten-
dant shall be followed immediately
and without question.   
18. The pool attendant has authori-
ty to require any person who fails
to follow pool rules or fails to com-
ply with the attendant’s instruc-
tions to leave the pool area.
19. Club management has the
authority to restrict or deny admis-
sion to the pool area to any person.

The FYC Pool is repaired. PLEASE follow these Rules



Visit our Ships Store for all 
your FYC-identified items. 

New items 
every day for the fashionista Sailor!

Please support the Members whose Ads support the Mainsheet

Connor Curtis
President

Koala Insulation
of the Gulf Coast

251-517-4122

connor.curtis@koalainsulation.com
www.koalainsulation.com/gulf-coast

W. Holt Naff
Financial Advisor
THE HARTY CARPENTER GROUP

251.990.2391
601 N. Section St
Fairhope, AL 36532
holt.naff@ml.com

www.fa.ml.com/thehartycarpentergroup
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