
Meet our new General Manager
Dave Willits.

I think we are in for a great new experi-
ence on club management with the talents
of our new General Manager! Dave brings
years of background in both restaurant
and club management as well as a desire
to make Fairhope a place for his family to
find a real home. Come by the Club and
meet Dave, talk with him and help him
get to know the hows and whys of FYC! 

From the Commodore

      

The Mainsheet 
HHH The Commodore’s Ball! HHH

Happy New Year!  It is my pleasure to
be serving as your new Commodore and
we have a great year ahead of us.  Our
club is thriving and we want to continue
to make this a place you want to enjoy
with your friends and family.  We are
planning many great events and activi-
ties throughout the coming months and
we want to make sure you are enjoying
your club.  

I want to thank our Past Commodore
Scott Hartwell for his two years of dedi-
cation and service to the club.  He has
left things in great shape for us and I
look forward to continuing to build on all
of the positive things we have at FYC!

Kicking things off this year will be the
Chili Bowl Series Regatta – you can
reach out to Tracy Hirsh or John Buziak
for more information.  The GYA Winter
Meeting will be held at Southern Yacht
Club on January 13-15 as we get the
year going with all the sailing activities
up and down the Gulf Coast.  For those
of you not familiar with the Gulf
Yachting Association, I encourage you to
learn more at <gya.org> and to even visit
the other clubs throughout the southeast
that share membership within this great
organization to support the sport of yacht
racing.

We have so many opportunities for you
to get involved here and I encourage you
to find something you have a passion for
– sailing, powerboating, supporting the
Junior program, serving on a committee,
enjoying our restaurant, hanging at the
pool, and much more – there is always
room for you to participate and find
something of interest.  We can always
use your help and input!
I look forward to seeing all of you around
the club and getting to know more of our
members.  Remember this is YOUR club
– use it, enjoy it, be part of it!

See you all soon,
Philip Durant

Commodore
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Mark your calendars for the Chili Bowl Regatta, a double treat with Racing on
3 Sundays in January and a spectacular Chili Cook Off on
the last Sunday featuring the best FYC cooks after the
boats are put away and the sailors have come ashore.

The Marty Cup
awarded to the
Most Outstanding
Junior,  
Joe Comer, V

The Ed Coley Cup for Outstanding
Service to the Club, Tracy Hirsh

The Special Bar Cup given to 8 mem-
bers for assistance above and beyond
to the Race and Regatta Committee at
our sailing events over the year!

The Boat Cohen
Trophy awarded
to the Most
Improved
First-Year Junior,
Graham Rose 



I would like to
wish everyone a
Happy New Year!
2022 was an awe-
some year for sail-
ing!  I have many
fond memoirs of
sail camp, clinics
and events.  Spending time with the sailors and watch-
ing them grow as individuals in this wonderful sport is

a true blessing.
2023 is going to be a busy year with plans in place for camps and clinics.

Below I have listed the summer camp date for FYC,  we will have our Save
the Dates up on the website this month with an email drop box so you can
be the first notified when summer registration is open.  

January 14 and 15 we will host a Laser clinic, coached by Ricky Welch.
Numbers are limited so please contact me to register for this event.

Advance Optimist are sailing in January in preparation for the
Valentine’s Regatta in St. Petersburg Fl. Those dates are. January 21,
January 29, February 4 and 5.  

High School sailing will resume on February 6 from 4-6pm
Spring clinic dates have not been set, we are waiting on some final dates

from the GYA schedule. We will start in March and run through mid May.
Have a safe and Happy New year!!

2023 FYC SUMMER CAMP DATES:
SESSION 1.   JUNE 5TH - JUNE 16TH
SESSION 2.   JUNE 19TH - JUNE 30TH
SESSION 3.   JULY 10TH - JULY 21ST
SESSION 4.   JULY 24TH - AUGUST 4TH
CAMP TIMES - 
A- 8am-12pm.  B. 1pm - 5pm.  MONDAY - FRIDAY
BAY BUDDY CAMP: runs 2nd week of each session; 8am-12pm only
COST: Sail camp. Members - $350; non-members $400
Bay Buddy camp. Member $170;  non-members $200

REGISTRATION OPENS:  
MEMBERS MARCH 28: NON- MEMBERS APRIL 4

Office: Mon-Fri 8:00am-12:00, 1:30-4:30pm
Phone: 251-928-3276 Fax: 251-990-8602

Email: office@fairhopeyachtclub.com
Club Office: 101 Volanta, Fairhope AL 36532

Mailing Address: Box 1327, Fairhope AL
36533

Web address: www.fairhopeyachtclub.com

The Mainsheet is published
monthly by the Fairhope

Yacht Club, a member of
the Gulf Yachting Association and

United States Sailing Association.
Circulation includes all Fairhope Yacht
Club members and GYA affiliated
clubs. Insertions may be sent to The
Mainsheet, Fairhope Yacht Club, P.O.
Box 1327, Fairhope, AL  36533, or e-
mail to mainsheet@fairhopeyacht-
club.com by the 20th of the month
prior to publication.  

BRIDGE 
Commodore - Philip Durant   
Vice Commodore - John Adams
Rear Commodore - John Buziak
Fleet Captain - Jennifer Stanley   
Fleet Surgeon - Dr. Parag Mahatekar 
Secretary - Tracy Hirsh
Treasurer - Kay Robberson

BOARD OF GOVERnORS
Monty Montgomery
PC Catherine M. Cromartie
John Cocke
PC Scott Hartwell
PC Dan Herzog
Ellis Ollinger
Bob Knapp

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Memorial   Pat Colvin        
Entertainment  Jason Harrelson                             
Building & Grounds  TBA
Insurance/Marine Safety  David Barr
Harbor  PC Randy Fitzpatrick-
Wainwright                               
Associates PC Gary Garner  
Membership  Jason Harrelson 
Offshore  Don Faircloth
Cruising  PC Cathy Cromartie        
Sailing Director  Holly Murray
Adult Sailing   Holly Murray
Race & Regatta   John Buziak
Junior Commodore  nate Hartwell
Juniors Advisor  Ann Hartwell
Historians   PC Barbara Brown

Sarah Johnston-Cox 
Guardian   John Adams
GYA Coordinator   John Buziak
Mainsheet Editor   nancy Fitzpatrick
Long Range Planning   Joe McIntosh            
ICRC  TBD                              
FYC Auxiliary  Sandra Bostrom 

The Layline ~ Sailing Diretor Holly Murray

The Junior Commodore’s Report

Happy New Year Fairhope
Yacht Club! My name's Nate
Hartwell and I'll be the new Jr
Commodore for this year.

I started sailing in the Green
Fleet in 2014 and since then
have raced Optis, Lasers,
c420s trap and spin and High
School sailing for the Saint
Michael High School team, as
well as both our Jr and adult
Lipton teams. I am so very
excited for this year's sailing. 

Now introducing the rest of
our great Jr Bridge:
H Our Jr Vice Commodore is
Brockton Norris; he has sailed
for the Fairhope High School
team as well as Lasers and Jr
Lipton's
H Our Jr Treasurer is Isaac

Sprayberry;
he sails for
Bayshore
High School
team, as well
as Lasers and
he was a team trial qualifier in
Optis.
H Our Jr Fleet Captain is Joe
Comer, V; he sails for our
Bayshore High School team
and was on the Jr Lipton team
as well as being an interna-
tional Opti sailor and the cur-
rent Laser Radial GYA champ. 
H Our Opti Chair, Waters
Norris is in the advanced Opti
fleet, and he sailed at Opti
Midwinters this past fall.

Nate Hartwell
Junior Commodore



Santa comes to FYC!

A lovely Christmas Brunch was
laid out for the family gather-
ings and everyone got platefuls
of tasty goodness prepared by
our great kitchen staff

The last meal of the year, a change of leader and the
expectation of a bright new year!

Every year we take pictures of the
Jolly Old Elf with the children of
the yacht club but no one ever tells
us who the little darlings are.
If I didn’t get one of your little dar-
ling, it’s probably because they were
moving too fast!

AND THEN WE USHERED IN THE NEW YEAR!



 

What’s Happening at OUR Club!
MONTHLY SCHEDULEMONTHLY SCHEDULE

NO POT LUCK IN JANUARY!
HTUESDAY: POT LUCK! Bar opens at 4, Dinner
starts at 6, Bar and Club close at 8pm! Take care of
the Bartender-even if all you drink is water! 
H1ST WEDNESDAY: JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP
MEETING, 6pm
H1ST WEDNESDAY: GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING, 7pm
H2ND WEDNESDAY: MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE Meeting, 6:30pm
H3RD WEDNESDAY: BINGO in the Jubilee
Room
HLAST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH:
HARBOR COMMITTEE Meeting, 6:30pm,
H4TH THURSDAY: RACE & REGATTA
COMMITTEE Meeting, 7:00pm
H1ST FRIDAY: FYC AUxILIARY: Luncheon
meetings at 11am, making friends and planning
special events to benefit the club!
H3RD WEDNESDAY: BINGO in the Jubilee
Room
H3RD SUNDAY: PORCH SOCIAL: 5pm, Watch
the sunsets with friends and come in for Sunday
Dinner!      

SPECIAL EVENTSSPECIAL EVENTS

JANUARY 15: SAILTIME SPEAKER SERIES 5pm
JANUARY 13/15, 2023 GYA WINTER MEETING &
ANNUAL AWARDS BANqUET - SYC.
JAN 15, 23, 29:  CHILI BOWL RACES: We sail
regardless of the Winter Weather, (well, providing
it doesn’t snow or rain . . . ) and add the points to
win the Chili Trophy! 
JAN 29: CHILI COOK-OFF: A
series of races that end with the
judgement of the Best Chili at
FYC! All sailors are welcome to show their yachting
skills and everyone is dared to compete in the Cook
Off! To register as a chili cook contestant, please call
Barbara Echols 251-454-4089 or Diane Suda 251-
463-9050. Fun on the water and at the table, starts
when the sailors are ashore! $5 buys a tasting spoon
and a vote for the Champion Chef. Don’t miss the
ELEvENTH ANNUAL CHILI BOWL REGATTA

AND COOK-OFF!
H The GYA asks that we announce the 2023 FINN
NORTH AMERICAN MASTERS CHAMPIONSHIP
REGATTA. It will be sailed MARCH 30 – APRIL 2,
2023 at BUCCANEER YACHT CLUB. Registration
is through Regatta Network.

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

29
3RD CHILI
BOWLRACE
& COOK OFF!

30 31 

22

2ND CHILI
BOWL RACE
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JrComm
HH HH HH

Ball
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11am-8pm Closed Bar-4pm-8pm 4pm-9pm 4pm-9pm 11am-10pm 11am-10pm

15   Porch 
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FIRST CHILI
BOWL RACE

16 17 18
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6pm

Jubilee Room
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1
BAR ONLY
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2 3 4 Membership
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5      6
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Luncheon
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8     9 10    11
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GYA

WinterMeeting
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January~2023

Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation
(251-928-8888 for Dinner Reservations) 

Club Closed

Wednesday night Special - Prime Rib!
Surprise Specials announced every night!



Mardi Gras
Mardi Gras

  

12 13 14 15 
Bingo
6pm

Jubilee Room

16 17 18

5 6 7 
Pot Luck
Supper

8
Membership
Committee

9 10   11

26 27 28

1 Membership
Mtgs

6:00 JrYC
7:00 Equity

2 3
FYC
Auxiliary
Luncheon

4

11am-8pm Closed Bar-4pm-8pm 4pm-9pm 4pm-9pm 11am-10pm 11am-10pm
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation
(251-928-8888 for Dinner Reservations) 

19
Porch
Social 5pm

20 21 22 
Harbor

Committee
6:30

23
Race and  
Regatta

Committee

24 25

February~2023

Wednesday night Special - Prime Rib!
Surprise Specials announced every night!

Ahoy! we are happy to announce that
SailTime Alabama will host the
“SailTime Speaker Series” that fits
with the stated purpose of the
Fairhope Yacht Club: to support and
encourage the sport of yachting, includ-
ing sailing, racing, power boating and
cruising; to provide good fellowship
among its members and to encourage
good sportsmanship and boating safety,
so the SailTime Speaker Series each
month will bring a speaker to present
an interesting topic that fits this pur-
pose. 

Unless otherwise announced, the
presentation will be made in the
Jubilee Room. Each month’s presenta-
tion will be brief with opportunity for
questions and answers and plenty of
good fellowship, of course. 

January's topic, Sunday, January 15, 5pm,
will be Boat Show Bucket List: Regional,
National and International, a must if you’ve
ever wondered about going to a Boat Show.

Speaker
Series

Crusin’ with PC Cathy Cromartie
Greetings. Let’s all welcome a New Year of cruising

opportunities.
First let’s all congratu-

late Gus Muller on being
awarded 2022 Cruiser of
the Year. When work
doesn’t get in the way,
Gus is on the water,
whether just a day sail,
single handing to the
Keys and elsewhere, or
joining one of our cruises
– sometimes arriving at
the anchorage after midnight. Congratulations Gus!

A few cruising opportunities I’d like for all to put on their
schedule include this year’s Sock Burning Ceremony which
will take place March 18 on the sand spit at Pelican Bay,
Dauphin Island. More details on this event will be coming
your way shortly. Other cruises will be the Blue Angels
beach show and homecoming show the weekends of July 8
and Nov. 4, respectively, Memorial Day weekend cruise to
Dauphin Island, and Lost Bay Regatta weekend in early
October. I hope to have a full cruising schedule no later than
the end of January. I will update the FYC cruising page, and
send an email to everyone with the schedule.



   
  

       
     

    
        

    
     

           
          

        
           

         
    

    

      

FYC Auxiliary Report

Fairhope Yacht Club Auxiliary
met December 2, 2022 in the
Jubilee Room.

Decoration the Club was the
first item of business. It looks
great. Lots of hard work went
into making the club look fes-
tive for the Season. We dis-
cussed the need to replace the
big tree in the ballroom and
the little tree in the corner of
the dining room.  Both need to
be self-lit and the big tree
needs to be shorter so it is

more manageable. This will be
pursued with the sales imme-
diately after the Holidays. 

Winner of the Raffle Basket
was Barbara Echols. The draw-
ing occurred on November 17
with ALL tickets sold. Thus,
we made about $1,000.
Thanks to the many who sold
numerous tickets to make this
a success.

Chili Cook-Off date was set
for January 29. Barbara Echols
and Diane Suda have agreed to
Co-chair this event.  While
seeking the decorations for
Christmas, paper products and
Chili decorations were found.
An assessment will be made to
determine the need to pur-
chase more products for this
year’s event.  

Storage Room off the kitchen.
This area needs attention.  The

Auxiliary and several others
groups have used this area as
a dumping ground when we do
not know where else to put
things.  Thus, Louis has a
problem with storing necessary
items used for large events, i.e.
chafing dishes, large pots and
pans, large serving bowls, etc.
We have taken this as a proj-
ect to clean it out, paint it, &
provide shelving to assist the
kitchen and staff. 
We adjourned for lunch and

gifts. 50/50 Drawing accumu-
lated $44.  BARABARA
ECHOLS was AGAIN the win-
ner. Our next meeting is
January 6, 2023.  

Hope everyone had a wonder-
ful, safe, healthy and happy
Christmas Season.

Jeanne O’Connell,
Secretary

New members of the
Membership Committee

PC Chris Dabney
Bob Knapp

Jack Bystricky
Rhett Holder-Dodge
Gretchen Valentine

Welcome Aboard from
Jason Harrelson 

David Turk
John Clarkson  

Art Nichols
Jennifer Stanley

Membership Committee

The December meeting of the
Membership Committee was
an informal meeting for 
the incoming committee 
members to meet the 

remaining and outgoing
committee members
and understand their

responsibilities

Meet your Membership
Committee

2023 Boaters’ Resolutions
Do you typically, at the end of each year, have a list of resolutions which get

promptly shelved as soon as the new year starts? Why not try some of these
New Year's resolutions that are practical, achievable, and certainly applica-
ble to our lifestyles here on Mobile Bay!
H Spend more time on your boat! We all want to spend as much time as
possible on boats but sometimes life gets in the way. Take a look at your
monthly or yearly calendar in advance and book time on your boat on those
days and weekends when you have nothing already planned. And keep track
of your yacht club’s boating opportunities and events. Get involved!
H Look after your boat! It’s more fun to cruise and sail than to do boat
maintenance. But let’s be honest, boat checks and maintenance are essen-
tial. So make sure you do them and get friends and family to help you. In
return, give them a glorious day out on your boat.
H Share your love of boating with non-boaters. Why not take any
loved ones, and friends, who may not quite share your passion, on a day trip
out or teach them a few skills, so that they can enjoy boating as much as
you do? Sharing is caring!
H Receive a free vessel Safety Check. Vessels passing safety checks are
awarded a U.S. Coast Guard / Auxiliary Decal that informs the U.S. Coast
Guard, ALEA, Harbor Patrol and other boating law-enforcement & safety
agencies that your boat was in full compliance with all Federal and State
boating laws during a safety check for that year. Best of all, every Vessel
Safety Check is 100% Free of charge! Go to
https://wow.uscgaux.info/i_want_a_vsc/index.php to request a free vessel
inspection. And we will be doing them this first quarter here at the yacht
club! Stay tuned for the dates. 
H Make safe boating your top priority. Safety on boats is hugely impor-
tant. If you have sometimes forgotten to wear your life jacket, not checked
the tides, had that extra beer or haven’t done the appropriate boat mainte-
nance, make sure this changes and safety becomes a priority in 2023! 

Bill Fallin-FYC Safety Committee



If you missed our party,
you’ll get to try again next
year! We love to open our
boats and show you the fun
side of sailing, with food,
beverages and good com-
panionship. Every Sunday
we also welcome anyone
who’s curious to join us in
an afternoon experience on
the water!

CCHHRRIISSTTMMAASS  OOPPEENN  BBOOAATT  TTOOUURR



Please support the Members whose Ads support the Mainsheet

Joseph H. Comer III
Naval Architect / Consultant

www.mssllc.us
P. O. Box 1354

Fairhope, AL 36533

Cell—251-709-0799

Vessel and Production Design
www.brosenblatt.com

Graphic and Print Services
www.theplotshop.com

Interior Design
www.easternshorehospitality.com

Email—joec@mssllc.us

Connor Curtis
President

Koala Insulation
of the Gulf Coast

251-517-4122

connor.curtis@koalainsulation.com
www.koalainsulation.com/gulf-coast

W. Holt Naff
Financial Advisor
THE HARTY CARPENTER GROUP

251.990.2391
601 N. Section St
Fairhope, AL 36532
holt.naff@ml.com

www.fa.ml.com/thehartycarpentergroup
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