
From the Commodore

      

The Mainsheet 
HHH The Junior Commodore’s Ball! HHH

Time flies when you are having FUN! Can’t
believe it is February already and the year is off
to a great start. We have had so much going on
at YOUR club already from Race and Regatta
training to the Chili Bowl series concluding with
the Chili Bowl Cookoff, the Junior Commodore’s
Ball and much more. Our juniors have already
kicked off another year of great sailing events
and will be busy throughout the year with all of
their races and camps and clinics.  Please check
out Holly Murray’s column for all of their
updates! 

There is a lot coming at you for February
including the Valentine’s Dinner, the Mardi
Gras Dinner, and other great entertainment
options.  Be sure to check the calendar and the
Facebook page for updates!  Some of these
events require reservations so please be sure to
get those made before it’s too late!

Our staff here at FYC is always working hard
for you and wanting to make sure you have a
great experience whenever you visit YOUR
club.  Please remember to always treat them
with courtesy and respect as a little extra
“please and thank you” can go a long way in
reminding them how much we appreciate all of
their hard work day in and day out.

Regatta season will be here before you know
it and we want YOU to be involved!  If you
want to help work regattas either on shore or
on the water, please reach out to myself, Rear
Commodore John Buziak, or Regatta Chair
Randy Fitz-Wainwright and we will find a
place for you be part of the action.  Thank you
to everyone that is willing to help make our
regattas a success.

Adult sailing is another part of Fairhope
Yacht Club that we want to make sure you are
a part of.  If you are interested in learning how
to sail, want to sail competitively or for fun, or
don’t even know where to start – don’t worry –
reach out to Holly Murray or Jennifer Stanley
and we will get you pointed in the right direc-
tion no matter what your level of experience.
I also want to thank all of our volunteers and
committee members.  Without you we wouldn’t
be able to make all of this happen.  Thanks for
stepping up and being part of the action.  

See you all soon,
Philip Durant

Commodore
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We begin our Spring Sailing Season this month! Our parking lots will begin to have our
Juniors and their competitors filling the grounds with boats, gear and active young sailors
practicing for the six regattas on the GYA Youth March schedule; the main regatta is our own
Wet n’ Cool, March 25/26, and we will ask for your support and assistance! 



Capdevielle Team Recruitment 
Looking for sailors who are interested in competing in the

GYA inter club series.  The club owned Viper 640 is the boat sailed
in this series. These boats are fast, fun, and physically demanding.
Capdevielle regattas are hosted throughout the year at yacht clubs from
Panama City to New Orleans with several events on Mobile Bay. !Let’s see
who is interested, and then we’ll see if you have what it takes.

We will meet at the Gazebo at 1:00pm on Saturday, March 4. Plan to
sail, discuss practices, and regattas.  Dress to sail and bring a life jacket
(no inflatables).

2023 FYC SUMMER CAMP DATES:
SESSION 1.   JUNE 5-JUNE 16
SESSION 2.   JUNE 19-JUNE 30
SESSION 3.   JULY 10-JULY 21
SESSION 4.   JULY 24-AUGUST 4
CAMP TIMES - A- 8am-12pm.   B. 1pm-5pm.  

MONDAY - FRIDAY
BAY BUDDY CAMP: runs 2nd week of each session

8am-12pm only
COST: Sail camp. members - $350; non-members $400

Bay Buddy camp. member $170; 
non-  members $200

REGISTRATION OPENS: 
MEMBERS-MARCH 28    NON-MEMBERS-APRIL 4

Our Spring clinics have opened for registration.  Below you will find the
schedule for the clinic. Please contact me if you have any questions.
<holly@fairhopeyachtclub.com>

FYC 2023 SPRING CLINC SCHEDULE
Advance and Green Fleet.

FEE: $300 Members.   $325 Non-member
TIME: Saturdays 9am – 3pm.    Tuesdays 4:30pm – 6:30pm

MARCH: Saturday 18; Saturday 25 and Sunday 26 – This is Dogwood
Regatta, a separate fee is required for entry. 
APRIL: Saturday 2 for green fleet only; Saturday 22; Saturday 29

Tuesday 4; Tuesday 18; Tuesday 25
MAY: Saturday 6; Saturday 13 is not clinic but Children’s Cup Regatta

Tuesday 2; Tuesday 9
LEARN TO SAIL SCHEDULE

FEE: $100 members.  $125 non- members
TIMES: 1pm -4pm
DATES: April 2; April 23; April 30; May 7

Office: Mon-Fri 8:00am-12:00, 1:30-4:30pm
Phone: 251-928-3276 Fax: 251-990-8602
Email: office@fairhopeyachtclub.com

Club Office: 101 Volanta, Fairhope AL 36532
Mailing Address: Box 1327, Fairhope AL

36533
Web address: www.fairhopeyachtclub.com

The Mainsheet is published
monthly by the Fairhope

Yacht Club, a member of
the Gulf Yachting Association and

United States Sailing Association.
Circulation includes all Fairhope Yacht
Club members and GYA affiliated
clubs. Insertions may be sent to The
Mainsheet, Fairhope Yacht Club, P.O.
Box 1327, Fairhope, AL  36533, or e-
mail to mainsheet@fairhopeyacht-
club.com by the 20th of the month
prior to publication.  

BRIDGE 
Commodore - Philip Durant   
Vice Commodore - John Adams
Rear Commodore - John Buziak
Fleet Captain - Jennifer Stanley   
Fleet Surgeon - Dr. Parag Mahatekar 
Secretary - Tracy Hirsh
Treasurer - Kay Robberson

BOARD OF GOVERnORS
Monty Montgomery
PC Catherine M. Cromartie
John Cocke
PC Scott Hartwell
PC Dan Herzog
Ellis Ollinger
Bob Knapp

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Memorial   Pat Colvin        
Entertainment  Jason Harrelson                             
Building & Grounds  John Adams &

Dave Willits
Insurance/Marine Safety  David Barr
Harbor  Chad Smith                              
Associates PC Gary Garner  
Membership  Jason Harrelson 
Offshore  Don Faircloth
Cruising  PC Cathy Cromartie        
Sailing Director  Holly Murray
Adult Sailing   Holly Murray
Race & Regatta  John Buziak & 

PC Randy Fitzpatrick-Wainwright  
Junior Commodore  nate Hartwell
Juniors Advisor  Ann Hartwell 

& Jennifer Stanley
Historians   PC Barbara Brown

Sarah Johnston-Cox 
Guardian   John Adams
GYA Coordinator  PC Randy

Fitzpatrick-Wainwright     
Mainsheet Editor   nancy Fitzpatrick
Long Range Planning   David Roberts            
ICRC  TBD                              
FYC Auxiliary  Sandra Bostrom 

The Layline ~ Sailing Diretor Holly Murray

At Half Mast
Century Heritage Member

PC       PC Vincent LoPresti
January 10, 2023

From the Fleet Captain



My name is Ty Nichols and I recently
competed with the Southern Yacht
Club sailing team at Opti Team Race
Midwinters in Sarasota, Florida. It
was super fun and exciting. I met a
lot of new friends. It was also a great
learning experience and I’m hoping it
will improve my fleet racing. Overall,
I would recommend team racing to
any sailor who is willing to try some-
thing new.

Ty Nichols
Editor: Ty was awarded the Boat
Cohen Award for the Most Improved
First-year Junior at the Annual
Membership Meeting!

Ty Nichols with Coach Holly Murray
and the I Love to Sail award!

Junior Commodore’s Report

Events 2023 Dates Club Optimist Laser 420

Dogwood March 25-26 Fairhope YC 1 1
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Circuit Events
2023 GYA Youth One Design Circuit Events (Tentative)

In January, FYC
hosted a Laser
clinic to prepare
sailors for Laser
Midwinters in

Clearwater, Florida, during the
Mardi Gras Holiday.  This
month, our sailors have trav-
eled to Southern Yacht Club,
racing in the Viper 640 Winter
Series to prepare for the Viper
Youth Worlds later this year.
We will begin high school sail-

ing practice mid February.
Our Junior Commodore’s Ball

was this past Saturday night.
We had several sailors recog-
nized for their accomplish-
ments over 2022.

I would like to say a special
thank you to Past Jr
Commodore Chandler Taloney
for all he has done for Fairhope
Yacht Club.

Nate Hartwell
Junior Commodore

GYA JUNIOR REGATTAS
MARCH

Mar 4: Northshore Cup
HS Regatta
PontYC

Mar 12/13: Wet n Cool
FYC

Mar 18/19: Mardi Gras
NOYC

Mar 25/26: Dogwood
Circuit-FYC

Mar 25/26: Mississippi
HS Team/Fleet Champ

tba
Mar 25/26: Viper Youth

Championship
SYC

Ava Cocke, Nate Hartwell & Chandler
Taloney participated in the Viper 640 Winter
Series hosted by Southern Yacht Club. The
team raced Saturday in shifting winds on
Lake Pontchartrain against 10 other Vipers
preparing for the
Viper 640 Youth &
Adults World
Championship
coming up this
March.

Viper 640 Winter Series Regatta



F  A

What’s Happening at OUR Club!
MONTHLY SCHEDULEMONTHLY SCHEDULE

H3RD SUNDAY: PORCH SOCIAL: 5pm, Watch
the sunsets with friends and come in for Sunday
Dinner! We’ve been doing this for 12 years and it’s
still the best way to watch the sails in the sunset
on our beautiful Bay.
HTUESDAY: POT LUCK! Bar opens at 4, Dinner
starts at 6, Bar and Club close at 8pm! Take care of
the Bartender-even if all you drink is water! 
H1ST WEDNESDAY: JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP
MEETING, 6pm
H1ST WEDNESDAY: GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING, 7pm
H2ND WEDNESDAY: MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE Meeting, 6:30pm
H3RD WEDNESDAY: BINGO 6:30pm in the
Jubilee Room
H4TH WEDNESDAY: HARBOR COMMITTEE
Meeting, 6:30pm,
H4TH THURSDAY: RACE & REGATTA
COMMITTEE Meeting, 7:00pm
H1ST FRIDAY: FYC AUXILIARY: Luncheon
meetings at 11am, making friends and planning
special events to benefit the club!

SPECIAL EVENTSSPECIAL EVENTS
FEBRUARY 19: SAILTIME SPEAKER SERIES 
Sailing Opportunities at FYC. 5pm

FEB 9: FEB 9: MARDI GRAS DINNER:MARDI GRAS DINNER: with music!
Reservations required!
FEB 11:  VALENTINE’S DAY DANCE: 6pm Dinner
and Dance with Doc Rogers and the Rock Dodgers.
Reservations required!
FEB 19: BILLY GOAT REGATTA:FEB 19: BILLY GOAT REGATTA:
Celebrating Mardi Gras across the Bay at BucYC.
MAR 11-12: WET AND COOL: The first GYA
Youth regatta and hosted by our Junior Yacht
Club. We always expect a large attendance and a
great weekend of sailing with the Bay full of sails!
MAR 18-19: MARDI GRAS REGATTA, NOYC.
MAR 19: PORCH SOCIAL:MAR 19: PORCH SOCIAL: Honor St Patrick
with Trad Irish Players 5pm and an Irish feast
after!
HMAR 24-26, 2023 VIPER 640 WOMEN’S/YOUTH,
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP, SYC
MAR 25-26: DOGWOOD REGATTA: Our first
major regatta with over 6 fleets competing, Extra
help is always needed, shore and on the water!
HMAR 30-APR 2. FINN NORTH AMERICAN
MASTERS CHAMPIONSHIP REGATTA. BucYC.
Registration is through Regatta Network.
HAPR 15-16: SOUTHEASTERN THISTLE
CHAMPIONSHIP: Hosting One-design sailing at
the top of the Thistle fleet. We expect sailors from
across the SE and we will need your help! 

Mardi Gras
Mardi Gras
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pot luck

15 
Bingo
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Jubilee Room
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Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation
(251-928-8888 for Dinner Reservations) 

19   BillyGoat
BucYC
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5pm

20 21

pot luck
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Harbor

Committee
6:30

23
Race and  
Regatta
Committee

6:30

24 25

February~2023

Wednesday night Special - Prime Rib!
Surprise Specials announced every night!

Join your old friends and meet
new ones at the weekly 
Tueday night Pot Luck!



  

SailTime Speaker Series
on Feb 19: 
Opportunities for Sailing
at FYC in 2023.

Regardless of age, there are
opportunities to sail at FYC!
Come and hear how youth and
adults can sail, as part of a
group clinic, private class, or
crew member.  When ready,
there are boats available for reg-
ular sailing.  Welcome aboard!
We hope to add in a few Juniors
to speak about their participa-
tion in our sailing program that
has taken them to the interna-
tional level of sailing. They can
offer short bios and best experi-
ences they have had  It will be a
collective effort between
SailTime and the FYC Junior
program to develop a slide show
that can timely get the word out
as people start planning their
spring and summer.

Mardi Gras Dinner Valentine’s Dinner
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March~2023

Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation
(251-928-8888 for Dinner Reservations) 

 d
Wednesday night Special -

Prime Rib!

Finn North American Championship

Sock Burner Cruise

Sock
Burner

Speaker Series SaladSalad
Commander’s Salad

w/ Spring Mix, 
Shredded Parmesan, 
Hard Boiled Egg,

Croutons, 
Green Goddess

Dressing
AppetizerAppetizer

Etouffee Pistolets
EntreEntre

Braised Pork Belly 
w/Conecuh Cream

Sauce, Collard Greens, 
Red Beans and Rice 

DessertDessert
King Cake Bread

Pudding w/Sweet Rum
Sauce, Banana Pudding

and Whipped Cream

Salad
Spinach Salad with Warm

Bacon Vinaigrette
w/grape tomatoes, radish,

onion, feta
Appetizer

Wild Mushroom Ravioli 
w/ Pesto Cream Sauce

Entre
Slow Braised Short Rib

w/Ham Hock Demi-Glace, 
Gouda Stone Grits, 
Heirloom Carrots

Dessert
Sweet Poached Pear 

w/Chocolate Mascarpone,
Strawberry Gran Marnier

Sauce, Ice Cream



Volunteer Work Party Scheduled for 9:00am Saturday
March 4. 
It is time to spruce up the grounds in preparation for Spring activities and
the regattas we will be hosting. Saturday, March 4 at 9:00am, we will clean
up the beach and lay pine straw as well as trim some shrubs and knock out
some other small projects.  A couple hours of your time will make a differ-
ence and will have a big impact on how our club looks.

Meet the Staff
It's me,  Lewis Gulley. A little about myself, I was born in

Mobile, raised in Daphne and graduated from Fairhope High
School. As a teenager I used to fish out of the marina and jetties
by the Yacht Club. I never knew it was the Yacht Club at the
time but always see people enjoying themselves. I love fishing
and hunting and try to go as often as I can. My sport teams are
the New Orleans Saints and Golden State warriors. 

I worked at the Grand Hotel for over 25 years starting out in
housekeeping and banquet/event operations. I  worked at the Mobile
Marriott for over 6 years as banquet manager leaving as the food & beverage
Director. From the Marriott,  I worked for Hilton Admiral Hotel as a ban-
quet/food & beverage manager in downtown Mobile. When the pandemic hit,
I was put on furlough then Kevin called me to come work for the Yacht Club.  

   
  

       
     

    
        

    
     

           
          

        
           

         
    

    

      

FYC Auxiliary at the Chili Bowl!

Accepted to Equity
Membership:

John Hawley
Whitney Gordon
Jordan Collins
Joshua Arrington

Invited to Associate
Membership in Dec. & Jan:

Andrew Belcher
David Hassen
Tobby Watson
John Mars
Shawn Clark
Jackie Everson 

Welcome Aboard
Jennifer Stanley
Membership Chair

January Membership
Committee Report

Why Receive a
Vessel Safety Check?

Safety! The peace of
mind that your boat
meets federal safety stan-

dards and that in an emergency
you will have the necessary
equipment to save lives and sum-
mon help. 
What Type of Items Are Checked?

Life Jackets
Registration and

numbering
Navigation lights
Ventilation
Fire extinguishers
Distress signals 

(flares, horn, etc.)
Battery cover and connections

Find an Examiner 
Are you ready to get started on

your path to safer boating? Enter
this link,
<http://wow.uscgaux.info/
i_want_a_vsc/index.php>  and
fill out the short request form
and click the submit button. We
will locate the closest volunteer
vessel examiners within 30 miles
of your location and request that
they contact you and set up a
Vessel Safety Check for your
boat. 

Semper Paratus!
Bill Fallin

FYC Marine Safety
FSO-Marine Safety; Publications

U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary

Flotilla 081-03-06
404-557-3667

For the Good Of the Club

Have we met?
Each month we will introduce our Associate mem-

bers to you. Joe and Ruth Donelan came to us
after living in Illinois, Missouri, Colorado, Arizona
and Florida. Joe is a Semi-retired Faculty member at
University of West Florida and Ruth is the smarter
one being really retired.

They both enjoy meeting and interacting with other
members before and after sailing. And reconnecting
with Old Fairhope friends. Joe has also been helping rig and maintain our club
Rhodes 19 boats. Look for them Sunday afternoons and other times and get to
know them while racing or just enjoying a beautiful sunset on the deck.

The winners at left: 1st Place, Chad
Smith: 2nd, FYC GM David Willits;
3rd, Deborah Hawke and People's
Choice: Holly Clarkson. The room
filled with hungry sailors and mem-
bers, testing the quality of the offers.
It was a financial as well as gastro-

mic success!



Jan 15: What was predicted to be a light
wind day really was! Winds at the start
hinted at possibly something more but
didn't deliver. Averages during the race

remained about 6 kts but it was enough
to get 7 boats around the course. The
Race Committee set a great line, posted a
course of X-SW-NE-X-E and started us
right on time at 2:00. All boats stayed
fairly close in the light air and finished
within a 25 minute window after an
afternoon of competition in perfect tem-
peratures and Mobile Bay sunshine. 

All in all, a great first race!
Congratulations to the winners! Points
will accumulate over the next two week-
ends as well so it's not too late to get out
and compete.

Jan 22: The weather was predicted to be
rainy, the wind predicted to be light, but
that's not how Race 2 started out! Winds
in the 12-15 mph range opened the race
under cloudy but dry skies. Four boats
came out to race and and the committee
sent them on a course of X-SW-SE-NE-X.
After a great first leg, the wind began to
lighten up and, about the third leg, a few
raindrops fell. The rain was light and
didn't last long but it definitely washed

the wind away! All four boats finished
around 4:30 and the 2nd Chili Bowl
Series Race was in the books! 

Jan 29: What a grand finale! Although
the weather apps showed some ominous
looking activity just to the north of us,
seven boats had faith that the clouds
were clearing for us on Mobile Bay and
headed out to the start in 12 kt sustained
winds. The occassional gusts made for a

fast and exciting race day. The race com-
mittee called a great course at X-SE-SW-
NW-X. Boats crossed and stayed close in
a tight race. The sun broke through with
blue skies greeting the finishers as they
crossed the line. 
Blade Runner/Dave Wilson and crew

placed 3rd in the series. Joe Donelan and

his crew placed 2nd on the club Flying
Scot. Damn Yankee II took 1st place in
the series with Rick Byrne and his talent-
ed crew! 

A great time was had by all nine  boats
and the crews that participated over the
series. A BIG thank you goes to
Christopher Jones and SailTime for their
sponsorship of the races and the shirts! 

Three races in spite of winter weather
with hot Chili waiting at the Club!

AND THE WINNERS:



Please support the Members whose Ads support the Mainsheet

Joseph H. Comer III
Naval Architect / Consultant

www.mssllc.us
P. O. Box 1354

Fairhope, AL 36533

Cell—251-709-0799

Vessel and Production Design
www.brosenblatt.com

Graphic and Print Services
www.theplotshop.com

Interior Design
www.easternshorehospitality.com

Email—joec@mssllc.us

Connor Curtis
President

Koala Insulation
of the Gulf Coast

251-517-4122

connor.curtis@koalainsulation.com
www.koalainsulation.com/gulf-coast

W. Holt Naff
Financial Advisor
THE HARTY CARPENTER GROUP

251.990.2391
601 N. Section St
Fairhope, AL 36532
holt.naff@ml.com

www.fa.ml.com/thehartycarpentergroup
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