
From the Commodore
Hey fellow members! 
Hard to believe

August is upon us and
it is back to school
time. It is of course
super HOT outside to
please take caution
and stay hydrated and

stay cool when you can.
Our club is a great place to come

enjoy your days but there are still
rules to follow. When inside the club-
house shirt and shoes MUST be
worn. This includes for the little ones
too! When they are going to get ice
cream they must have on appropriate
attire!! And you must cover up your
bathing suits and NOT be wet when
entering the building. Asking our
staff to clean up floors, furniture, and
more because you didn’t towel off
isn’t going to be tolerated. Thanks for
keeping this in mind!
4th of July was a great time and I

want to thank everyone that put in
all of the effort to pull off a great day
of fun. Entertainment always has
something else planned so be sure to
check out the calendar and see what
is happening next at YOUR club!
Sailing camp is winding down and

it has been a huge success. There are
still plenty of chances to get on the
water and sail and try out a Melges if
you haven’t already! These boats are
tons of fun and I highly suggest you
check in with Holly Murray and see
about trying it out. There will be
more fall series starting up soon for
afternoon and evening races, so stay
tuned!
Come enjoy your club! We have so

much to offer, and I hope to see you
soon.

Philip Durant
Commodore
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The Mainsheet
Hurricane Watch June 1 through November 30

The Mobile Summer Regatta
was scheduled to be sailed July
13 and 14. Lack of wind fol-
lowed by threatening weather
delayed racing on Saturday.
Eventually two races were
sailed.  Races were canceled on
Sunday due to lack of wind.
FYC entered a Capdevielle
boat and an Open boat.  
Junior sailors Laney Imperato,
Coleman Kennedy, Joe Comer,
IV and Brockton Norris com-
peted on the Capdevielle boat.
Twelve teams participated.
FYC had a 9th and 11th place
finish.  

The Open boat was helmed
by Cruz Dabney with crew
Fisher Key and Coach Michael
Burns. There were four boats
competing in the Viper 640
Open Class. They pulled out
two bullets to win the class.
The Bobby Hankins Memorial

Fish Class Regatta was held in
conjunction with the Mobile
Summer Regatta. Nate
Hartwell applied his past sail-
ing knowledge to an unfamiliar
class of boat. He not only
helmed Windy (Win Turner’s

Fish Class boat) to a first place
finish  in the final race of the
regatta, but won 1st overall
and the Bobby Hankins
Memorial Trophy. 

13 is our lucky number!

Be Prepared! September brings us our biggest and best Regatta, the
Wadewitz which will fill the Bay with sails of many sizes and shapes. We
will need your help and your patience to put on our best show for the

GYA , the visiting sailors and visitors !



As I am writing the newsletter article, we
are wrapping up the final session of summer
camp 2024.  It has been a great summer
with putting near 275 children through our
summer and bay buddy camp. We have had
an awesome team of instructors putting
their best efforts forward to ensure the
campers have a fun positive experience. We
have also had a great group of counselors in training (CITs) that have volun-
teer their time in our program with goals of becoming instructors when they
are old enough.  I have enjoyed the
team effort this year with discussions of
small changes we can make next year
to have an even better camp. We have
also hosted advance and green fleet
Optimist clinics along with several ses-
sions of adult lessons.  

Below we have Ty Nichols and
Heather MacNair sailing in
Sandusky Ohio for the USODA

Nationals. We look forward to hearing of
their experience when they return later
this week. 
Our Ecor Rouge Dinghy Series comes to

an end this Wednesday. With the partici-
pation and interest we have with this
series I am looking to continue into the
fall with a new series possibly on Sunday
afternoons. Between camp, adult lesson
and the dinghy series we had boats on
the from 9am till sunset about 3 days a week.  

We look forward to
starting fall clinics and
high school sailing as the
summer whines down. If
you have a child that is
interested in participat-
ing, please contact me.
High school sailing prac-
tices on Mondays and
Wednesdays after school.
Our fall clinics practice
Tuesdays and most
Saturdays till the end of November. 

Office: Mon-Fri 8:00am-12:00, 1:30-4:30pm
Phone: 251-928-3276 Fax: 251-990-8602

Email: office@fairhopeyachtclub.com
Club Office: 101 Volanta, Fairhope AL 36532

Mailing Address: Box 1327, Fairhope AL
36533

Web address: www.fairhopeyachtclub.com

The Mainsheet is published
monthly by the Fairhope

Yacht Club, a member of
the Gulf Yachting Association and

United States Sailing Association.
Circulation includes all Fairhope Yacht
Club members and GYA affiliated
clubs. Insertions may be sent to The
Mainsheet, Fairhope Yacht Club, P.O.
Box 1327, Fairhope, AL  36533, or e-
mail to mainsheet@fairhopeyacht-
club.com by the 20th of the month
prior to publication.  
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July has been
an eventful
month for the
Juniors. We
started off the
month in Fort
Walton for the
Meigs Regatta.
We did not place
as we hoped, but

we had some good finishes along
the way. The next regatta was at
Mobile Yacht Club. Due to weath-
er and malfunctions with our
Capdevielle boat, we did not per-
form well. However, the FYC
open boat tied for first overall. To
finish off the summer season we
went back to Fort Walton for
Junior Liptons. The weather,
winds and the race committee
made the event extremely chal-
lenging. We were able to get off a
few races on Saturday but did not
place as we expected. With
weather delays on Sunday we
were able to sail in the afternoon
sea breeze. We ended on a high
note finishing 2nd and 4th place.
We are disappointed with our 5th
place overall finish in Junior
Liptons, but are happy for our
neighbors across the bay, Mobile
Yacht Club, who won. That
means next year’s Junior Liptons
will be held on Mobile Bay.
Thank you to Michael Burns, our
Coach, and all the Junior sailors
on the team: Joe Comer V, Cruz
Dabney, Layton Duggar, Jackson
Goffinet, Lanee Imperato, Axle
Jackson, Aidyn James, Coleman
Kennedy, Fisher Key, Ben
Klecker, Brockton Norris and
Issac Sprayberry for a fun sum-
mer season.
We appreciate everyone who

has supported us along the way.
Looking forward to starting High
School practices this fall.

Colemn Kennedy
Junior Commodore

From the Junior
Commodore

Junior teams fill FYC Capdevielle Teams

August, 2024FYC Junior Report

Junior Commodore
Coleman Kennedy

The Junior Lipton Challenge
Using the previous regattas, Chandler, Meigs and Summer, the Juniors

got in a bit of practice and preparation for the Lipton Challenge. There was
some close racing and practice by the team.
The team placed 7-9-6-7-7 finishing 8th in class for the regatta. Jr Team

members who sailed were Joe Comer V, Brockton Norris, Coleman
Kennedy,  Cruz Dabney, Aidyn James, Layton Duggar, and Nate Hartwell. 

The Meigs Regatta
Eleven Capdevielle and seven Open Viper

640 boats raced in the Meigs Regatta July 6-
7 at Fort Walton Yacht Club. FYC juniors

sailed the five
races using the
time to familiarize
themselves with
the 2024 Junior
Lipton venue.
FYC was only able
to enter a Capdevielle boat because our
second Viper was undergoing repairs.

Junior Heather MacNair sailing in Canada
In July I had the opportunity to participate in a regatta in Hamilton,

Ontario. I competed in the Fogh Boorman Dinghy
Regatta at the Royal Hamilton Yacht Club (Opti
Provincial qualifier). As it was my first regatta out of
the country I did a burgee exchange. After said burgee
exchange we launched into the most annoying harbor
ever like sailing in a bowl with frequent wind shifts and
gusts. After the getting out of the club  area we had a
much easier time getting to the race course as the wind
was in our favor. The race overall was good and well
organized. The first day it was gusty and shifting with
no waves giving the local kids from Canada an advan-
tage. The other races that day had low wind slowing
them greatly. On the second day the wind was light yet
increasing and gusty closer to the end of the day giving
me a speed boost of a sort. For the first race no one
crossed the finish line for one minute after me.
Everyone hung to the port side but me for both races.
As I approached the mark (aka the mark bot) everyone
was trying catch up. By the second lap of the race every-
one had caught on that the starboard side was favored
but it was too late for them to catch up. Leading to two
first places for me and finishing second overall.



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

18
Galloway
GYA 

Porch Social

19 20
Pot Luck

21 22  23 24

4 5 6
Pot Luck

7 6:00 JrYC
7:00 General
Membership
Meetings

8 9 10 
Volunteer
Clean-up

11am-8pm Closed 4pm-9pm 4pm-9pm 4pm-9pm 11am-10pm 11am-10pm

11 12 13
Pot Luck

14
Membership
Committee

15 16  17 
Galloway
GYA

Party on
the Beach

1 2 3
August~2024

Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation
(251-928-8888 for Dinner Reservations) 

What’s Happening at OUR Club!
MONTHLY SCHEDULEMONTHLY SCHEDULE

H3RD SUNDAY: PORCH SOCIAL: 
AUGUST 18: Music by KAT DEAL
SEPT 22: music by ZACHARY DIEDRICH
HTUESDAY: POT LUCK! Bar opens at 4,
Dinner starts at 6, Bar and Club close at 8pm!
Take care of the Bartender-even if all you drink
is water!  
H1ST WEDNESDAY: JUNIOR
MEMBERSHIP MEETING, 6pm in the Boat
Barn.
H1ST WEDNESDAY: MEMBERSHIP
MEETING, 7pm in the Ballroom.
H2ND WEDNESDAY: MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE: By invitation, meeting, 6:30pm
HLAST WEDNESDAY: REGATTA
COMMITTEE: Meeting, 6:30pm in the Jubilee
Room, anyone interested is welcome!
H1ST FRIDAY: FYC AUXILIARY: May was
the last meeting of the Spring session.
Meetings will begin again September 6.
H2ND SATURDAY: VOLUNTEER CLEAN-
UP: Hard work and Lunch, provided!

ENTERTAINMENT SCHEDULEENTERTAINMENT SCHEDULE
AUGUST 17, BACK TO SCHOOL BEACH
PARTY AND POKER RUN: Join the fun on
our beach with a Back to School Party and
family day on the beach with a special Poker
Run for the older members. Registration is
through the FYC Office.

RACING SCHEDULERACING SCHEDULE
GYA SIR THOMAS LIPTON CHALLENGE! 
AUAUGUST 31/SEPT 2:GUST 31/SEPT 2: The FYC Team
meets to test their skills learned from 
years of practice and knowledge of the 
waters of our Bays and Gulf against the teams
of GYA Clubs in the Sir Thomas 
Lipton Challenge.
THE WADEWITZ REGATTA 
SEPT 28/29:SEPT 28/29: Our Wadewitz Regatta
honors the founder of our club with 4
to 6 courses filling our bay with
sails of all sizes!
Volunteers are needed both on the
water and ashore for the 2 days!

25 26 27
Pot Luck 

28
Regatta
Meeting
6:30

29 30 31
Lipton

Challenge
PYC



8 9 10 
Pot Luck

11
Membership
Committee

12 13 14 Volunteer
Clean-up

Mid Bay
Regatta

22

Porch Social

23 24
Pot Luck

25
Regatta
Meeting

26 27 28
Wadewitz
Regatta

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

15     RinG
AROund
THE ROSE

16 17   
Pot Luck

18 19 20 21

1 2 3
Pot Luck

4 6:00 JrYC
7:00 General
Membership
Meetings

5 6

Aux 
Luncheon

7 

29

Wadewitz
Regatta

30

11am-8pm Closed 4pm-9pm 4pm-9pm 4pm-9pm 11am-10pm 11am-10pm

September~2024

Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation
(251-928-8888 for Dinner Reservations) 

Lipton Challenge PYC

The 4th of July Party was a suc-
cessful event with close to 300
people on the beach to grill out,
listen to live music, and finally an
excellent
fireworks
show.

Carl Black opened up
the fireworks show by
shooting off his canon!

Brian
Moore once again over-
achieved with a small fire-
works budget putting together
a fabulous show!

Happy Birthday USA

You are invited to the FYC Back to School Beach
Party and Poker Run!
Bring your beach tents and family to the FYC beach

for a fun day of live music and fellowship in the sum-
mer sun. Stay the day so you can greet the poker run
participants as they return to the FYC harbor to finish
the party with us.
The band, J.E.R.I., will start the day off at 1 PM

playing covers from the 60's, 70's, and 80's. Following
J.E.R.I., Hannaward Pass will entertain you with
two sets of original music and select covers from the
70's and 80's. During the set break, a fire dancer will
entertain you and your family and friends. 
Finally, a water slide will be available for the kids

during the entire day.
The club will be open for normal operation and hours

to provide food and drinks.



Mid-Season Safety Equipment Check
Can you believe we’re already past the 4th of July? It feels

like we were just getting ready for the summertime boating
season! But don’t despair, even though it may feel like sum-
mer is on the wane, there’s plenty of time left for some spec-

tacular weekend trips and boating vacations. 
But right now, after you’ve put in some summer hours on the boat, it’s

time to make sure you finish out the season safely. So make a little time
to give your boat and its safety contents a once-over to make sure you’re
ready to get the most out of the rest of the summer.
Hopefully, your safety equipment has seen little use. But mold, mildew

and the marine environment don’t care. So check the following:
* Check over all PFDs. Look for wear and tear on straps, broken buckles,
and damaged covers. Inspect the cartridge on inflatable PFDs.
* Take a quick PFD count. They may get taken off the boat for the
dinghy and can get lost other ways, so make sure you still have enough
on board and they’re all where they belong (accessible).
* Look over throwable and other safety gear and see they’re still
attached as intended, and don’t show signs of wear.
* Make sure fire extinguishers are in place and haven’t lost their charge.
* Refresh anything used from the first aid kit. Also, make sure nothing
is heat damaged or opened unexpectedly.
* Check sunscreen and insect repellent levels, and replace anything low.
* Test sound signals. If you use a sports air horn, make sure there’s a
spare can and nothing has rusted on the mechanism.
* Inspect all life lines for wear and missing pins or rings.
Self-test EPIRBs and PLBs.
* Double check flare expiration dates, just in case you missed some that
expire mid season.
When in doubt, let us help. If you’ve not had a free VSC (Vessel Safety

Check) from your local U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, go to cgaux.org/vsc or
scan the QR code on the photo today and register. We’ll come to you! 

Semper Paratus!
Bill Fallin
FYC Safety Committee
FSO - PB
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary
America’s Volunteer
Guardians
Flotilla 081-03-06
404-557-3667
#justwearit

Membership Committee
July Report

Invited to Associate
Membership:

Susan Bowman
Jacob Lawson
Ryne Murph
Carlyn Nichols
Carrington Sweet
William Williams
Jon Weyand
Stephen Merrick

Accepted to Equity
Membership:

Michael Cumpton
Carl Hunt
Cole Wainwright
Sean Carter
Welcome Aboard

PC Chris Dabney
Membership Chair

Before jumping in to Fly
Creek or Mobile Bay around
our yacht club to cool off dur-
ing these super hot days,
please keep up with recent
water qualities which has
been performed by Mobile Bay
Keeper. We do not want to see
anybody getting sick. The
website is as attached below.

As of July 18, Fly Creek
failed water quality test.  It
has been this way since
June 7.
The area around our

yacht club pier did pass the
water quality test.

Take Action
mobilebay-
keeper.org
https://mobile-

baykeeper.org/take-action

From the Fleet
Surgeon

Race Committee Update
Special thanks to Chris Faircloth and son Ethan for leak check-
ing, getting needed repairs and providing accurate inventory of
our Regatta marks! 
And speaking as someone who has done this job, Thanks!!



Cruising Report ~ PC Cathy Cromartie

There was a lot of cruising in July. Khϋley
(Mϋller) and Katarina (Zimmerman) took their
boats to Dauphin Island July 5 and 6, then
they, along with Nepethe (Bystricky), WaterRat
(Johnson), and Nauti Girl (Cromartie) took
boats to Pensacola for the annual Blue Angels
Beach Show. The weather was beautiful, albeit
very hot at times, but being able to jump in
the water while at anchor in Pensacola was
refreshing. Again this year we had a great
anchorage for the air show with the jets, at
times, flying directly overhead. A sneak, low

pass by one of the jets
had us looking at the top
of our masts wondering
if we needed new anchor
lights … the pass was
that low. All in all,
another great cruise.  
Also cruising in July
were FYC Secretary

Gretchen Valentine and her
boys, Nathan and Gavin, who
chartered a 40’ catamaran for
two weeks in the BVI, with
Gretchen as boat captain. Co-
captains and crew were some
current and former FYC junior
sailors: Elanna Breau, Adler
Rux, Grace Worsham, and
Elijah Healy. They hit ALL of
the BVI islands during their two weeks. On
the day they sailed to Anegada the winds were
20kts with higher gusts and they got the boat
up to 10.1kts. To quote Gretchen: “It was a
BLAST!” They also had the opportunity to
hang another FYC burgee at Foxy’s (Jost van
Dyke), right next to the one they hung five
years ago.

Valentine Sailing Crew (l-to-r): Elanna Breau, Nathan Valentine,
Gretchen Valentine, Adler Rux, Grace Worsham, Gavin Valentine
and Elijah Healy. 

5 FYC boats at anchor, below, a very Low Pass

Spruce-Up!
With the dawn patrol getting out to the parking lot about 6:20, and

the rest of the fellows getting to it about 9, it was another successful
Second Saturday Spruce-Up.
G.M. Dave asked for particular help with some of the weeds at the

south side of main parking, and the Junior area, and did
our guys ever get it! Nice job.
We all agreed that the “hour ahead” start is a good

idea – it really does warm right up this time of year, so
we’ll be planning on that start time again in August.
Please make you plans to be there.

Finally, before the great pic-
tures – just a reminder. This
is our club. The Spruce Up is a
once-a-month event
in support of Dave
and Bill - essential-
ly trying to help
keep mother
nature from over-

encroaching and pick up the stray trash
that inadvertently  ends up on the grounds.
Your participation helps in achieving that.    

Thanks to all who
were here,and hope
to see a great 
turnout next month.



Please support the Members whose Ads support the Mainsheet
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President
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