
Dave Willits, Club Manager,
and Bill Snow, Maintenance
Director, have been working
tirelessly for months to
enhance the beauty of Fairhope
Yacht Club. Prodded onto
action by Mike Nyden,
Saturday, March 23rd, twenty-
three club members volun-
teered to help make our club
grounds look majestic. It was
an awesome sight to see both
sailors and non-sailors from age
6 to 76 come together for the
good of the club.
The group helped trim trees

for better views and shrubs for
clearer walkways, cleaned pic-
nic tables under the club, laid
pine-straw, weed trimmed
around the gazebo and boat
barn, and pressure washed the
stage area under the club.

The boat ramp was cleared of
debris as well as the beach.
Meanwhile, Dave ran a tractor

nonstop hauling the branches,
palm fronds, as well as other
trimmings and beach debris to
make the clean up efforts easi-
er.
Wrapping up the work party

was a traditional lunch consist-

ing of juicy FYC cheeseburgers,
fries, cold snacks, and fellow-
ship which were enjoyed by the
volunteers! We hope you appre-
ciate these efforts and the
beauty of Fairhope Yacht Club.
Please remember to pick up

after yourself and your children
whenever you are under the
club, on the beach, in the park-
ing lot, or anywhere else on the
property. Also remember that
the rocking chairs and tables
under the club belong there. If
you remove a piece of furniture
from under the club, please
ensure that you put it back.
They do not belong on the lawn.
Many thanks, Mike, for pinch-

ing our conscious and getting
us motivated!

From the Commodore
Spring is here at

YOUR club!  We just
had an amazing Easter
Buffet provided by our
great staff and it was
excellent!  
We hosted the Wet N’

Cool regatta to kick off our regatta
sailing season and now we have the
Dogwood Regatta and the GYA
Opening Regatta coming our way
quickly. This is a big and prestigious
event for our club to host as our own
PC Randy Fitz-Wainwright is the
GYA Commodore for 2024 and it will
be a great event! If you want to volun-
teer or help out on the water or on
land please contact Rear Commodore
Howie McNair!  Let’s make this event
a huge success for FYC!
As you can see from the other arti-

cles on this page Dave Willits and
Bill Snow and many other volunteers
have been working super hard to
make YOUR club even better!  So
much building and grounds work has
been happening that I can’t list it all
here but we have been knocking out
a long list of things and it is looking
great!  Thanks to everyone for all of
their hard work and there is more to
come!  
Saturday April 27 is the annual

BBQ Cookoff!  Sign up for a team or
make plans to attend this great
event!  Read more about it on page 4!
The pool work is underway now and

we are pushing to get the contractor
to have things completed by the first
of May so we can get it open for you.
Thank you for your patience and we
will keep you informed as this situa-
tion develops!
Come enjoy your club and our beau-

tiful weather and great food and fel-
lowship!  See you soon!

Philip Durant
Commodore
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FYC Auxiliary  Nautical Yard Sale! Saturday, MAY 18, 7:00am - 3:00pm
Clean out your garage, shed, house! Donate your items and let us

make $$ for FYC! Come early for best selection 

Another Successful Work Party 



What a fun
month of sailing
events!
Congratulations
to St. Michael’s
for taking the

overall win and Bayshore fin-
ished 3rd overall in our
WetnCool regatta.  We hosted 9
teams from across the SEISA
district.  This is such a fun
event for the sailors, with A/B
rotations, it allows the sailors
to socialize a bit between their
rotations.  A thank you goes
out to Christian Dees and Josh
Deupree for leading a hand
with boat changes and on shore
repairs.  
Our advance Opti sailors

attended the Gulf Coast
Championship held at Gulfport
Yacht Club.  This event hosted
some challenging conditions for
the weekend.  With a front that
passed through early Saturday
morning we had very brisk con-
ditions out of the north.  This
was the most wind some of our

new sailors had ever sailed.
Not all participated on this day
but everyone did try!  I am
very proud of this group and
how far they have come in the
resent months.  I look forward
to continuing to work with
them.  
Camp registration opened

this month for members only
and will open soon for non-
members. As it has happened
the past few years Bay Buddy
Camp closed out in one day!    I
have a waitlist going now with
the camp. To be on the waitlist
just click the registration but-
ton, when selecting session
select waitlist.  
There is still room in most of

our summer camp registration,
let’s get signed up!
Adults learn to sail will have

registration up for May.  If you
don’t want to wait for a class
we do offer private lessons.
Just contact Holly Murray to
line up your lesson.  
See you on the water!

Office: Mon-Fri 8:00am-12:00, 1:30-4:30pm
Phone: 251-928-3276 Fax: 251-990-8602
Email: office@fairhopeyachtclub.com

Club Office: 101 Volanta, Fairhope AL 36532
Mailing Address: Box 1327, Fairhope AL

36533
Web address: www.fairhopeyachtclub.com

The Mainsheet is published
monthly by the Fairhope

Yacht Club, a member of
the Gulf Yachting Association and

United States Sailing Association.
Circulation includes all Fairhope Yacht
Club members and GYA affiliated
clubs. Insertions may be sent to The
Mainsheet, Fairhope Yacht Club, P.O.
Box 1327, Fairhope, AL  36533, or e-
mail to mainsheet@fairhopeyacht-
club.com by the 20th of the month
prior to publication.  

BRIDGE 
Commodore - Philip Durant   
Vice Commodore - John Adams
Rear Commodore - Howie MacNair
Fleet Captain - Jennifer Stanley   
Fleet Surgeon - Dr. Parag Mahatekar 
Secretary - Gretchen Valentine
Treasurer - Kay Robberson

BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Bob Kinler 
David Roberts
Michael Amos
Monty Montgomery
PC Catherine M. Cromartie
John Cocke
PC Scott Hartwell

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Memorial   Pat Colvin        
Entertainment  Jason Harrelson                             
Building & Grounds  John Adams &

Dave Willits
Insurance/Marine Safety  David Barr
Harbor  Chad Smith                              
Associates  PC Gary Garner  
Membership  PC Chris Dabney 
Offshore  Don Faircloth
Cruising  PC Cathy Cromartie        
Sailing Director  Holly Murray
Adult Sailing   Holly Murray
Race & Regatta  Howie McNair & 

PC Randy Fitzpatrick-Wainwright  
Junior Commodore  Coleman Kennedy
Juniors Advisor  Ann Hartwell 
Historians   PC Barbara Brown

Sarah Johnston-Cox 
Guardian   John Adams
GYA Coordinator  PC Randy

Fitzpatrick-Wainwright     
Mainsheet Editor   Nancy Fitzpatrick
Long Range Planning  TBD 
ICRC  TBD                              
FYC Auxiliary  Shirley Ryals 

The Layline ~ Holly Murray

At Half Mast
Thomas Burt  

2/29/24
Senior Equity Member
Johnette Colingo

3/22/24
Equity Member 



From the Junior Commodore

Bayside & Saint
Michael Sailing
team traveled to
Lake
Pontchartraino
race in the
North Shore
cup.  The weath-
er didn’t entirely cooperate, forcing the
race committee to abandon the second race and
head in early.  While disappointing to not get a
full day on the water, it was good practice for
the upcoming regatta!
Nate Hartwell & Lucy Hartwell finished in

First Place.  Anna Christian Moore and Fisher
Key &  Courtney Baker and Lanee Imperato
finished mid fleet.   

We had a huge turnout
of junior sailors and 11 teams
participated. Congratulations
to St. Michael who dominated
A fleet and won first place
overall and to Bayshore who
finished third place overall.  

I am excited to announce that the Yacht Club
has purchased two Melges 15s. They will be
available through an online signup coming
soon. You can reserve the boat in two-hour

increments and try them out yourself. They are
easy to use, and I highly recommend taking
them for a spin.
This upcoming weekend we have Dogwood

Regatta at Fairhope Yacht Club.  Come down
and sail with us, There are plenty of options to
choose from and if you don’t want to sail, just
come down and support the juniors. 
Hope to see you at the club,

Coleman Kennedy
Junior Commodore

FYC Junior ReportApril, 2024

The Northshore Cup

Wet ’n Cool at Home!
The Wet & Cool High School

Regatta held at FYC in March
brought in  11 teams compet-

ing from across the Gulf Coast.
Saturday was very cold, cloudy
and white caps with 16 knots
gusting 20.  Many teams had a
hard time in these conditions  
In Division A, St Michael

High School won first place
In Division B, Bayshore High
School won first place &

Fairhope High School won
third place.    
Overall the St Michael

Cardinals finished in first
place with the next closest

high school team 11 points
behind getting second place! 

Wet n Cool was a success!!!



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

14 15 16
Pot Luck

17   18 19 20
Dogwood
Regatta

7 8 9 
Pot Luck

10
Membership
Committee

11 12 13
Ring Around

the Bay

1 2
Pot Luck

3 6:00 JrYC
7:00 General
Membership
Meeting

4 5
Aux
Luncheon
11am

6 

28 28 30
Pot Luck

21
Dogwood
Regatta

PORCH SOCIAL
5pm

22 23
Pot Luck

24 
Regatta
Meeting

25 26 27
Dauphin Island 

Race
BBQ on the
Beach

11am-8pm Closed 4pm-9pm 4pm-9pm 4pm-9pm 11am-10pm 11am-10pm

April~2024

Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation
(251-928-8888 for Dinner Reservations) 

Effective February 1st, 2024, per the Board of Directors, a
3% credit card fee will be charged on all credit card trans-
actions made at FYC.  This includes restaurant charges
and charges in the Office for monthly statements

What’s Happening at OUR Club!
MONTHLY SCHEDULEMONTHLY SCHEDULE

H3RD SUNDAY: PORCH SOCIAL: 5PM. Join your
friends as we watch the Sun slowly return to our
Latitude. The sunsets have been fantastic lately and
they go very well with your choice presentation from our
great Bar staff! 
HTUESDAY: POT LUCK-CANCELLED UNTIL FUR-
THER NOTICE.
H1ST WEDNESDAY: JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP
MEETING, 6pm
H1ST WEDNESDAY: MEMBERSHIP MEETING,
7pm, voting for candidates for office.
H2ND WEDNESDAY: MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE: Meeting, 6:30pm
HLAST WEDNESDAY: REGATTA COMMITTEE:
Meeting, 6:30pm, anyone interested in participating is
welcome!
H1ST FRIDAY: FYC AUXILIARY: Luncheon at 11am
followed by presentation.  
H SATURDAY, MAR 23: VOLUNTEER CLEAN-UP:
Spring Cleanup March 23! We get the grounds and beach
ready for the regattas and guests, Join us for some work
and Lunch, provided after all your hard work! 

ENTERTAINMENT SCHEDULEENTERTAINMENT SCHEDULE
The St Patrick’s Day Porch Social was awesome.  We
had the Irish Trad PlayersIrish Trad Players in the FYC dining room
and all who attended had a blast.

APRIL 13: RING AROUND THE BAY: FYC will host the
Ring Around the Bay Race in honor of PC Paul Ring. This is tra-
ditionally a long race and has a unique perpetual trophy. Look for it
in the Trophy Case, register to sail, and encourage other racers to
as well!
APRIL 20/21: DOGWOOD REGATTA: Our first regat-

ta that brings in sailors from across the GYA.
We usually have 4 or more race courses and
can use the help of anyone who wants to join
the fun-on the water as a sailor or race com-

mittee member or on shore with registration, hospitality
or just watching a weekend of sails and boats!
Please understand parking will be with shuttle help!
APRIL 21: PORCH SOCIAL: Cunningham-Jones
Duo will play at 5pm
APRIL 27: DAUPHIN ISLAND RACE: sponsored this 

year by Buccaneer Yacht Club. Participation infor-
mation can be found on the BucYC web page. 

APRIL 27: BBQ COOK OFF: BBQ COOK OFF: With music by Johnny
Hayes. For the kids, face painting and water slides.
To enter a team contact Sloan Feenker at sloan-
feenker@gmail.com. Members and their guests with will
be served BBQ @2:30pm - $15 for adults, $10 for chil-
dren (children will also have a hotdog and chips option
in lieu of BBQ). Those who pay to eat will vote for the
People’s Choice Award.
MAY 4: GYA OPENING REGATTA: More information
and volunteer opportunities will becoming!.



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

25 26 27
Pot Luck 

28
Regatta
Meeting
6:30

30 31

19 
Spring
Regatta

Porch Social

20 21
Pot Luck

22 23  24 25

5 
Opening 
Regatta

6 7
Pot Luck

8
Membership
Committee

9 10 11

11am-8pm Closed 4pm-9pm 4pm-9pm 4pm-9pm 11am-10pm 11am-10pm

12 13 14
Pot Luck

15 16 17  18    Spring
Regatta

Aux Yard
Sale

1 6:00 JrYC
7:00 General
Membership
Meetings

2 3
Aux
Luncheon
11am

4
Opening 
Regatta

May~2024

Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation
(251-928-8888 for Dinner Reservations) 

Members who have previously been approved to check
out boats will need to create a new user account by follow-
ing the steps below. Once you have registered a new
account, you can then reserve boats during available time
slots.
Step 1: Scan the QR code in the BLUE square.
Step 2: Enter the password: Volanta101
Step 3: Select Log in
Step 4: Select Sign in
Step 5: Select Create a new user account
Step 6: Complete the Waiver form
Step 7: You may return to the calendar and reserve a
boat.
Members who have not yet been approved to check out

boats will need to contact Holly Murray, John Buziak,
Steve McClure or Jennifer Stanley. You can make sure
you are prepared by checking out the qualifications to
become an approved skipper by scanning the QR code in
the RED square.

Skipper
Qualifications

Boat 
Reservations

FYC Club Boat Check Out
Hello to all our Associate members.

We hope you are taking advantage of
all the amenities of our club as you
enjoy your year of associate member-
ship. It was great to see so many of
you at the March meeting and I
encourage you to attend as many
monthly meetings as your schedule
permits. We would like to invite you to
an Associates Appreciation Event in
April. There are two dates we are con-
sidering, Sunday, April 14, or Sunday,
April 21, at 5:30PM. You will be receiv-
ing an invitation through your email
which you may already have as you are
reading this message. When you
receive the e-mail please indicate the
date you would prefer and the number
in your party. We need a good count to
provide enough food for everyone to
enjoy.  We will schedule the event on
the day most of you can attend. Please
plan to bring your spouse or significant
other. We will be enjoying Hors d’oeu-
vres from our wonderful menu and you
will  get the opportunity to meet and
talk with different committee heads
and Bridge officers. We look forward to
enjoying your company and getting to
know you all.
Gary Garner and Louis Zadnichek

Associates bulletin board



Our renowned author,
Leslie Anne Tarabella,
announced that she is publish-
ing a new book which will be
launched at the end of 2024.
She lightly hinted that it is
about the culture of Fairhope.
It will highlight various
vignettes of possible occur-
rences in our lovely town.
Leslie has written a weekly
column in AL.com and Gulf
Coast Media and is now writ-
ing occasionally for Lagniappe
News in Mobile.  Her previous
books brought her awards from
the Alabama Press Association,
Christian Authors Network
and the Holiday Book of the
Year by Barnes and Noble.
We are anxious to read what
her creative mind brings forth.
A slate of nominees will be

presented in our April meeting.
Election of officers will take
place in May.  The By-Laws
were approved by the Auxiliary
members and presented to the
Board of Governors who gave
their approval.  All is in place

to put the updated and revised
By-Laws of the Fairhope Yacht
Club Auxiliary on the website.

Since the Auxiliary has done
very well in fund-raising this
year, much was discussed
regarding how best to con-
tribute to the betterment of the
Club.  We all agreed that this
year the scholarship amount
will be $1,500.  Other projects
mentioned were to place hand
bars in the restrooms both
upstairs and downstairs.
Another possible improvement
we could contribute to is the
purchase of new furniture on
the deck. The current tables
and chairs are in need to
replacing.  Another need is for
sound-proofing in the bar area.
All these projects are worthy.
We will decide on which ones
will be contributed toward at
subsequent meetings after
more research and discussion. 

Jeanne O’Connell
Secretary

Vessel Safety Gear Checklist

FYC Auxiliary Report- Membership Committee
March Report

Please scan the QR code below to regis-
ter for your FREE Vessel Safety Check (VSC).
We can come to your vessel at FYC or wherever
you have it (on water or land)! Or call me, text
me, or email me. A safe vessel means safe crew
and passengers!

Semper Paratus!
Bill Fallin
FYC Safety

Com.
FSO - Marine

Safety; 
Publications

U.S. Coast Guard
Auxiliary

David Barr, FYC Safety &
Insurance Chair, rings the
bell marking his move to

Century Heritage.
Congratulations, David!

The Membership Commitee
did not meet in March

PC Chris Dabney
Membership Chair



Greetings Cruisers, 
Well, again this year, the

weather got in the way of the
Sock Burning cruise. Although
the weather looked just fine for
Saturday, March 16 (the day of
the sock burning), it didn’t look
so good for the trip down and
back. So no sock burning this
year.
Four cruising boats did, howev-

er, go out for a lengthy day sail
on Sunday, March 24. Winds
were flukey but it was a rather
pleasant day on the water. Out
sailing were Katama, Guilty,
Mars Rover, and Nauti Girl.
One of our cruisers, Gus Mϋller,

is having the ride of his life as he
races Leg 6 (races 9 and 10) of
the Clipper Round the World
Race. He is currently somewhere
in the North Pacific in race 10,
headed to Seattle from Qingdao,
China. Race boats are expected to
begin arriving in Seattle the last
full week of April. 
Photo is from race 9, Zhuhai,
China to Qingdao.

SPRING SERIES #1 ~ Tracy Hirsh

SUNDAY, MAR 31 - 
EASTER - NO SERIES RACING
SUNDAY, APR 7 - RACE 9
SAT/SUN, APR 13/14
FYC RING AROUND THE BAY 
NO SERIES RACING
SAT/SUN, APRIL 20-21 
FYC DOGWOOD REGATTA 
NO SERIES RACING
SAT/SUN, APR 27/28 - 
MYC DAUPHIN ISLAND 
NO SERIES RACING

MAR 3: Sunday brought some
great wind and a few more boats
out with the beautiful sunshine.
While the winds were still pretty
strong after a few days of fronts
moving through, the sailors felt it

was just what they needed! A
quick turn around the course and
a little excitement resulted in fin-
ishes as follows:
1st -FNG 2.0; 2nd-MOJO; 3rd-
Arcturus;  4th-Tigress.
MAR 10: Light winds out of the
north and some extremely low
tides really limited the participa-
tion for this Sunday's race! Kudos
to the crews that showed up and

had to move to the bar to follow
the race on VHF! And congratula-
tions to the boats that were able to

get out and
had a great
race! Points
were made
with finishes
as follows:
1st-MOJO;
2nd- Flying
Scot 86; 3rd
Tigress;
Arcturus
DNS
MAR 17:
Gray and dark, windy and cold,
and STILL sailors showed up
ready to race! While the enthusi-
asm was definitely there, St
Patrick brought in some real Irish
rain and the race was called for
the day.

No one made it out on the water
but quite a few enjoyed the cama-
raderie of the club and raised a
glass to St Patrick!
MAR 24: In like a lion and out
like a sheepdog?!? Winds were just
right for Race 8 of Series 1! Six
boats came out and competition
was tight as we welcomed back a
few racers that had been distract-
ed with other pursuits! In the end,
the results were recorded as fol-
lows:

Cruising Report ~ 
PC Cathy Cromartie

1st-Moonglade; 2nd-Phatty; 3rd-
Hermione; 4th-MOJO; 5th-
Tigress; 6th-Flying Scot.



Please support the Members whose Ads support the Mainsheet

Connor Curtis
President

Koala Insulation
of the Gulf Coast

251-517-4122

connor.curtis@koalainsulation.com
www.koalainsulation.com/gulf-coast

W. Holt Naff
Financial Advisor
THE HARTY CARPENTER GROUP

251.990.2391
601 N. Section St
Fairhope, AL 36532
holt.naff@ml.com

www.fa.ml.com/thehartycarpentergroup

© 2017 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. Merrill Lynch Wealth Management makes available products 
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and other subsidiaries of Bank of America Corporation.

Visit our Ships Store
for all your 

FYC-identified items. 
The Shirts, Caps,

Tumblers and other items
can show your pride in 
Fairhope Yacht Club!


