
Reverend Tom East from Fairhope
United Methodist, Reverend Father
Lito Capeding from The Shrine of the
Holy Cross Catholic Church and
Father Forbes Sirmon from St James
Episcopal Church joined us to Bless
our boats and sailors. 

The outstanding sailors in the 6
races were: 420s-1st MYC sailors
Mark Leyk & Jonathan, 2nd
Graham Rose & Fisher Key and
3rd Cruz Dabney & Cruthirds;
Laser Radial winners 1st Joe

Comer V, 2nd Nate Hartwell and 3rd Isaac Sprayberry; compet-
ing in Laser Full Rig, 1st Place Joe Comer IV. 
Advanced Opti Fleet 3rd place
went to Ty Nichols.

From the Commodore

      

The Mainsheet 
Racing off the beach to the start for the high school teams at Wet ‘N Cool!

Hey fellow mem-
bers!  A busy time
at YOUR club
these days with so
many great things
happening.  The
restaurant and
lounge are busy as
ever, regatta sea-
son is in full
swing, the weather

is warming up, and everyone is
enjoying our beautiful facility.  
As you will see in this edition of

The Mainsheet the Wet N’ Cool
Regatta as well as the Dogwood
Regatta have been a great success
this year.  We will host the Thistle
class sailors here at FYC in a couple
of weeks so if you see some visitors,
please say hello, and show our
southern hospitality!
There are more events coming up

soon so please make sure you check
the Facebook page and this calendar
to make sure you are keeping up
with everything happening.
Please remember to be patient when
finding parking and to drive slow in
our lots as there are many people
out and about. We need to take a lit-
tle extra caution when people are
launching boats, rigging boats, walk-
ing to the pool, etc.  
Speaking of the pool, it is open

and ready for you!  We plan to offer
limited food and beverage services at
the pool this summer so please stay
tuned for more updates and informa-
tion about this!  We want to make
YOUR club a great place to be this
summer.
Our staff is preparing an excellent

Easter buffet service for you as well
so please make plans to enjoy your-
self and as always be sure to thank
them for all their efforts to take care
of our membership.

See you at the club!
Philip Durant

Commodore
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APR 15-16: SOUTHEASTERN THISTLE CHAMPIONSHIPAPR 15-16: SOUTHEASTERN THISTLE CHAMPIONSHIP
We are hosting the Southeastern Thistle Championship. Join us in
welcoming the sailors as we wish them the best our Bay can offer!

FYC hosted the Wet N
Cool High School Regatta
this month. 10 schools
from across the Gulf Coast
competed.  This regatta is
a lot of fun for the 64
Junior Sailors in atten-
dance. Between races the
sailors took advantage of
the beachfront and the
hospitality of our FYC
host teams.

The top winning schools-
1st place Fairhope High
School, 2nd place St Michael
High School and 3rd place
Bayshore Christian High
School. Congratulations to
all of our junior sailors!

Dogwood Regatta

Wet n’Cool Regatta

FHS, St Michael, Bayshore & Bayside Sailors



What Sailing Means to Me by Chandler Taloney
Sailing is the embodiment of freedom, a feeling of

excitement, yet also a challenge. The freedom of con-
ning a vessel where your own decision, tactics and skill
produce your outcome. There is very little luck involved
with the sport. This meaning, it depends on the skipper
to make all critical decisions carefully. Throughout my
high school years, I have been told many times that
sailing is not a sport. Although some may believe that,
I believe it is one of the most mentally and physically

challenging sports of them all. This sport has taught me lessons of
how to be humble and prioritize activities to do something you love.
Regardless of your view of the sport or its challenges, you will find me
sitting on a boat in the wind until the day I can’t.
Chandler authored this for the 2022-2023 Fairhope High School yearbook.

REGISTRATION for sailing camp is now open.
SESSION 1-JUNE 5-16; SESSION 2-JUNE 19-30; 

SESSION 3-JULY 10-21;  SESSION 4-JULY 24-AUG-4
Contact the FYC Office or 

me at holly@fairhopeyachtclub.com

Office: Mon-Fri 8:00am-12:00, 1:30-4:30pm
Phone: 251-928-3276 Fax: 251-990-8602
Email: office@fairhopeyachtclub.com

Club Office: 101 Volanta, Fairhope AL 36532
Mailing Address: Box 1327, Fairhope AL

36533
Web address: www.fairhopeyachtclub.com

The Mainsheet is published
monthly by the Fairhope

Yacht Club, a member of
the Gulf Yachting Association and

United States Sailing Association.
Circulation includes all Fairhope Yacht
Club members and GYA affiliated
clubs. Insertions may be sent to The
Mainsheet, Fairhope Yacht Club, P.O.
Box 1327, Fairhope, AL  36533, or e-
mail to mainsheet@fairhopeyacht-
club.com by the 20th of the month
prior to publication.  

BRIDGE 
Commodore - Philip Durant   
Vice Commodore - John Adams
Rear Commodore - John Buziak
Fleet Captain - Jennifer Stanley   
Fleet Surgeon - Dr. Parag Mahatekar 
Secretary - Tracy Hirsh
Treasurer - Kay Robberson

BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Monty Montgomery
PC Catherine M. Cromartie
John Cocke
PC Scott Hartwell
PC Dan Herzog
Ellis Ollinger
Bob Knapp

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Memorial   Pat Colvin        
Entertainment  Jason Harrelson                             
Building & Grounds  John Adams &

Dave Willits
Insurance/Marine Safety  David Barr
Harbor  Chad Smith                              
Associates PC Gary Garner  
Membership  Jason Harrelson 
Offshore  Don Faircloth
Cruising  PC Cathy Cromartie        
Sailing Director  Holly Murray
Adult Sailing   Holly Murray
Race & Regatta  John Buziak & 

PC Randy Fitzpatrick-Wainwright  
Junior Commodore  Nate Hartwell
Juniors Advisor  Ann Hartwell 
Historians   PC Barbara Brown

Sarah Johnston-Cox 
Guardian   John Adams
GYA Coordinator  PC Randy

Fitzpatrick-Wainwright     
Mainsheet Editor   Nancy Fitzpatrick
Long Range Planning   David Roberts            
ICRC  TBD                              
FYC Auxiliary  Sandra Bostrom 

At Half Mast
Equity Member

Alfred Hardman
March, 2023

The Layline ~ Sailing Diretor Holly Murray

I have spent 30+ years in the F&B industry. Most
of my childhood years were spent around private
clubs as my father was a Golf Pro. I started in
F&B with Colonel Dixie in the 80’s and from there
I went to the Country Club of Mobile for 17 years.
When I left CCM I held the position of Director of
Catering. I left CCM for an upward transition in
my career path, which consisted of taking the
Assistant GM position at Steelwood Country club
in Loxley. I have worked with an Executive Chef
friend off and on for the past 12 years in his Catering Business and
gained a wealth of knowledge on cooking and food prep while helping
him in his business.

Meet Our Staff: this month, get to know Sharon Hansen

See you on the water,
Holly



teams were in
attendance.
Finally, FYC
hosted the
Dogwood
Regatta: Optis,
Lasers, and 420s
competed.  There
were reports of
wind gust that
hit a 36 knots with fog, rain, light
and heavy wind; we sailed
through it all. The Business con-
tinues as April begins, some of
our Juniors are traveling to Bay
Waveland YC for the Opti Gulf
Coast Championship, and Joe
Comer and I head back to
Pontchartrain YC for the Laser
Gulf Coast Championship. This
next month is looking just as
exciting for the Jr. Yacht Club! 

Nate Hartwell
Junior Commodore

Junior Commodore’s Report
Happy April everyone! March was
a busy month for the Jr. Yacht
Club, with four separate regattas.
Starting off the month on Lake
Pontchartrain, the North Shore
cup in Mandeville with St.
Michael and Bayside attending.
On the South Shore, we had the
final Viper 640 Winter Series race
and a Laser clinic attended by Joe
Comer and Isaac Sprayberry. FYC
hosted the Wet n Cool High
School regatta with a whopping
ten teams from across the Gulf
Coast! All four of our high school

Isaac Sprayberry at Laser Clinic-SYC
Two of my favorite thing are sailing and hanging out with friends. March

4-5, in New Orleans, I got to do both! Before highschool sailing practice one
day after school, I gave Joe Comer a call. I said something like, “yo, Captain
Comer, you sailing 420’s this weekend?” He responded by saying, “nah bruh,
I’m sailing Lasers in a Laser clinic out of SYC in New Orleans this week-
end.”
I wasn’t about let Joe receive world class coaching without me!

Thankfully, the Comer family was kind enough to let me tag along with
them. The coaches were Charles Barkley, and his son Hamilton Barkley.
They taught us everything, which I especially needed since I was new to the
Laser. There were about 15 Laser sailors total. I even made a couple new
friends. Joe and I were both sailing 4.7’s so it was difficult racing against
the other radials, but we kept up. The wind off the lake was patchy, blowing
15 knots one moment and 5 knots the next, but it really taught me the
value of anticipation. Anticipating each and ever change in the wind was
the only way to sail in those conditions. That might be the best coaching
I've ever had the honor of receiving. Thanks Comers for bringing me to New
Orleans!                                                               Isaac Sprayberry

On Saturday, March 4th both the Bayside and St. Michael sailing teams competed
in the North Shore Cup at Pontchartrain Yacht Club in Mandeville, La. We got on
the water at 11am and sailed until 3pm; we were able to complete 7 races. There
were 7 teams total sailing the C420s. The wind was light in the morning but eventu-
ally picked up to about 16 knots from the southwest.  On the St. Michael team,
Fisher Key and Anna Christian Moore alternated as crews while Graham Rose skip-

pered. On the Bayside team, Jackson Goffinet and
Ben Klecker alternated as crews while Axel
Jackson skippered.  The St. Michael team ended
up placing 2nd overall.  Bayside team was at the
back of the fleet overall but showed some good
improvement in several of the races for this first-
year team. 

Graham Rose, 
St Michael’s High School Sailing Team

Juniors at North Shore Regatta, PontYC FYC Sailing Senior
- Chandler Taloney
Chandler

Taloney is a
senior at
Fairhope High
School.  He has
been sailing
since he was 8
years old.
Chandler got
his start in sail-
ing at the last
summer session
sailing camp in
the summer of 2015.  From that
moment on, he was hooked.  The first
thing he asked was “When can I sail
again?”  He attended his very first
green fleet regatta in August 2015 at
Gulfport Yacht Club (Galloway
Regatta).  Green fleet didn’t last long,
as he is very competitive.  By
November of 2015 he was at his first
USODA Mid-Winters regatta at
Southern Yacht Club. Over the last 8
years he has traveled all over the US
and a little beyond.  Some of the
places he has sailed includes Houston,
St. Petersburg, Key Biscayne, St
Thomas USVI, Miami, Norfolk,
Jensen Beach and all along the Gulf
Coast. 
Chandler has received many awards

for his accomplishments in sailing
including team trail qualifying twice
in the Opti, which granted him a
sought-after spot to the USODA Team
Trials Regattas. From the start in
Optis, he has sailed Lasers, 420s,
Vipers, Flying Scots and RS Aeros.  In
2021, he sailed in RS Aero North
Americans and received the award for
“Top Junior Sailor”.  He is the recipi-
ent of both the Boat Cohen Award
(Most Improved First Year Sailor)
and the Marty Cup (Most
Outstanding Junior Sailor).  He has
served at the FJrYC, most recently as
the 2022 Jr. Commadore.  He has
been on the Fairhope High School
Sailing Team since his 7th grade
year. 
Chandler loves Fairhope Yacht Club

and during the summer it becomes
his home away from home as he is cer-
tified US Sailing Level I and helps
teach young sailors how to navigate
and rig a boat.  He enjoys taking the
next generation of young sailors out
on the water  to share his knowledge
and love for sailing.
Chandler plans to attend Auburn

University in the fall and will double
major in Construction Science and
Aviation.  He is rarely far from the
water, so during college, his love for
sailing will likely take him over to
Lake Martin to get his feet wet. 
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THE DOGWOOD REGATTA
FROM A PHRF POINT OF VIEW

What a great weekend of
racing! Good winds ruled
the day on Saturday and the
competitors had a fantastic
day even if it was a little
foggy! Finishes were close
over an 11.4 nm race that
took the racers down to the
60ft range marker and back.
Twelve knot winds made for
a fast race and crews had
day 1 in the books in plenty
of time to greet visitors from the youth fleets and fine

tune their strategies for day 2!
Sunday came and the winds

didn't look as promising as rac-
ers gathered in the HEAVY
fog. It was impossible to see
the bay from the parking lot
and the moisture hung in the
air. From the porch, some con-
sidered whether a no wind race
was worth the effort. But, as it
often does, the wind crept in
and, by race time, was a
respectable 8 knots steady. It

slowly built over the course of the race and the last
boats screamed into the finish in 15 knot winds, the fog
all but burnt off completely. 

A total of 8 Optimist
sailors competed in
the 2023 Dogwood
Regatta.  A 
local favorite, Ty

Nichols placed 3rd
overall, finishing in
3rd place in 
six of the seven
races.  Allison Lopez
from Pensacola

Yacht Club was 2nd 
overall placing 2nd in six
of her seven races.

The overall 1st
place finisher, with a
commanding per-
formance, was Charles Wesley Hoffman from
Pensacola Yacht Club.  He finished in 1st place
in all 7 of the races sailed.

SMALL BOATS ON A BIG WET BAY
WATCHED CAREFULLY BY COMMITTEE



  

 d

What’s Happening at OUR Club!
MONTHLY SCHEDULEMONTHLY SCHEDULE

H3RD SUNDAY: PORCH SOCIAL: 5pm, Watch
the sunsets with friends and come in for Sunday
Dinner! We’ve been doing this for 12 years and it’s
still the best way to watch the sails in the sunset
on our beautiful Bay.
HTUESDAY: POT LUCK! Bar opens at 4, Dinner
starts at 6, Bar and Club close at 8pm! Take care of
the Bartender-even if all you drink is water! 
H1ST WEDNESDAY: JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP
MEETING, 6pm
H1ST WEDNESDAY: GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING, 7pm
H2ND WEDNESDAY: MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE Meeting, 6:30pm
H3RD WEDNESDAY: BINGO 6:30pm in the
Jubilee Room
H4TH WEDNESDAY: HARBOR COMMITTEE
Meeting, 6:30pm,
H4TH THURSDAY: RACE & REGATTA
COMMITTEE Meeting, 7:00pm
H1ST FRIDAY: FYC AUXILIARY: Luncheon
meetings at 11am, making friends and planning
special events to benefit the club!

SAILING EVENTSSAILING EVENTS
HHAPR 15-16: SOUTHEASTERNAPR 15-16: SOUTHEASTERN
THISTLE CHAMPIONSHIP:THISTLE CHAMPIONSHIP: We are host-
ing the Thistle fleet and we will need your
help! 

HAPR 29: DAUPHIN ISLAND RACE- MYC
The 63rd running of the Dauphin Island Race,
April 29 is hosted by MYC. This year, all post
race festivities, the awards ceremony and a

harbor party will be at MYC. 
MAY 13: CHILDREN’S CUP REGATTA: The
annual Children’s Cup Regatta to benefit
patient care at Childrens Hospital will set
sail on Saturday May 13 at FYC! As usual
there will be plenty of fun whether you’re
sailing or not! Adult boat entry is $75 and youth
boats are $30 - there will be kids Opti races also!
Live music from Doc Rogers, BBQ plates, silent
auction and kids activities for a great day for a
great cause! To donate to the auction, sponsor the
event or sign up contact Kerrie Benson at 251-610-
4969! Also, we need volunteers throughout the day 
MAY 20: 2ND ANNUAL BBQ COOK-OFF: Bring
your beach tents and chairs for all-day music, BBQ
and fun starting at 10am. Meal Bracelets $15-
Adults, $5-Kids. Instructions for entry is
included in the mailing or at the FYC Office.
GROUNDS BEAUTIFICATION:GROUNDS BEAUTIFICATION: There was a
great turnout for the work party March 4 in time
for the two Regattas. The Bridge would like to
extend our thanks and appreciation to the 17
Associate members and 10 Equity members who
volunteered their time to make our club look its
best. 
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HAVE YOU MET THESE NEW ASSOCIATE MEMBERS?
The Flammini family to the area from

North Georgia in June of 2021. We love
boating and being around water. When
searching for a place to call home before
moving, we came across the Fairhope
Yacht Club and fell in love; however at
the time we didn’t realize how the Club
would be even more special to us. We
have meet a lot of wonderful friends that
got us interested in sailing. We are
beginners; our only regret is we did not start sailing earlier.
Peter Flammini works for Sysco Foods; his wife, Carmen, is Urban Regional

Extension Agent. They have two children, Augustino and Valentina, both
attending Auburn studying Engineering who like to sail when they are home
on breaks. Peter enjoys crewing when he can on Sunday series races or volun-
teering and recently started practicing on Viper to hopefully help crew on
some races. 

   
  

       
     

    
        

    
     

           
          

        
           

         
    

    

      

FYC Auxiliary Report

Accepted to Equity
Membership:

Dan Griffin
James Prestwood 
Michael Nash

Invited to Associate
Membership in March:

Garrett Yoho
Richard Hangen
Jeff Moule
Sara Russell
M. Scott Mayes
Nick Wilmott 

Invited to Out-Of-Area
Non-Equity Membership:

Allison Snow

Welcome Aboard
Jacob Harrelson
Membership Chair

March Membership
Committee Report

We opened with 20 ladies in attendance.
A lot of dicussion about the events of the
coming year. A beach party, Founders
Day celebrating the founding of the Yacht
Club and trips to GYA clubs for lunch

during the summer months was proposed
as we did in the past before Pandemic.
More details will be worked out at the
April meeting.
The Commodore would like to make the

Men’s Restroom hallway more attractive
with a different magazine rack and bul-
letin board, etc.  
We will renew and refresh the basket of

toiletries in the Ladies Restroom.   
Scholarship Committee members are:

Darlene Sirmon, Dale Cunningham, Mary
Funderberg, Marianne Williams, Carol
Montegomery, Barbara Echols.
Scholarship applications are available
at the FYC Office.
We enrolled 3 new members at this

meeting and would welcome any of you
whenever you are able to come.  The
membership dues are a mere $10.  
Eugenie Nickell, a new member, won

the 50/50 drawing.  Congrats, Eugenie.  
Jeanne O’Connell, 

Secretary

JUS CRUISIN’ ~ PC Cathy Cromartie
The annual sock

burning began on the
Chesapeake in the
Spring of 1978 when
a boatbuilder bid his
oppressive sock-wear-
ing days farewell for
the summer by
throwing them into a
campfire. What was
an act of defiance

turned into a tradition, when marinas
and yacht clubs around the country began
celebrating the return of Spring, boat
shoes, flip flops, and boating season. With
a predicted forecast of north winds at 20-
25kts and temperatures reaching only the
mid to upper 50s, the cruising group can-
celed their plans to cruise to Pelican Bay,
but that didn’t stop the sock burning.
Close to 30 cruisers, soon-to-be cruisers,
and Sunday racers got together on

Saturday night, March 18, for a sock
burning on the beach in front of the club.
The evening began around 6:00pm with
food and camaraderie at the gazebo,
while the bonfire was readied. Once the
fire was nice and hot, they gathered
around the fire, had a reading of Ode to
Sock Burners, then burned their winter
socks. Many stayed until the winds were
reaching persistent gusts of 30kts and the
temperatures began rapidly falling. All in
all, it was a very fun night and, maybe, a
new FYC tradition has begun.

2023
Fairhope Yacht

Club
Auxiliary

Scholarship
$1,000 Scholarship to

be awarded to 
a High School Senior

in June 2023

To be eligible, applicant
must be a child, grandchild
or great grandchild of a
Fairhope Yacht Club 
member or employee.

Applications may be picked
up in the  FYC Office.

SPRING FLING 
HAT & TEA PARTY
Friday, April 14, 11:30

LADIES HAT & TEA PARTY
Luncheon-Chicken Salad, Fruit,
Mini-Sandwiches, Scones with
Clotted Cream & Jam, Tea &

Cookies- $20.00 pp
RSVP to <shbostrom@msn.com>
or text 251/454-8901 no later than

Friday, Apr 7
Bring out that special hat 
or be creative and make 

a theme hat of your own design!
Great prizes for 

Most Creative hat, Smallest hat,
Largest hat, Fanciest hat!



FEB 26: And
another great
Sunday is in the
books! After a
morning of
absolutely no
wind, the wind at
race time was
just right at 8-10
kts out of the
southwest. Eight

boats came out to
compete in the
warm sunshine.
Boats started
around a course of
X-SW-NW-NE-X
and stayed fairly
close as each had
the wind they
needed and crews
that operated as

efficiently. Top 3 finishes were 1st-Damn
Yankee II , 2nd-MOJO and 3rd-Alouette
MAR 5: Another beautiful day for racing!

Nine boats thought so! The wind was not
too high but stayed consistent in the 8-10
range out of the west. The course was set
at X-W-S-E-X. Consistent winds made for
a fast race and boats stayed fairly close
as faster boats worked to overtake from
their later starting positions. Tacking
across the course, reaching and crossing,
all boats finished within ten minutes of
each other

MAR 19: And in came the wind! A blus-
tery north wind greeted the competitors
on a sunny, cool Sunday. Five skippers
and crew came down and four decided to
head out to race. Sustained winds from
the northeast at a steady 15-18 kts with
the occasional gust up to 20 made for a
fast race! Over a course of X-NE-SW-E,
the winning boat kept things well under
control while planing and surfing down-

wind at a zippy 10 kts according to the
GPS! EVERY boat was doing better than
hull speed and posted some of the earli-
est finishes we've seen in quite some
time! Smiles all around made for a pleas-
ant post-race gathering back at the bar
and a little bit of bragging about boat
performance! Finishes were recorded as
follows 1st-Flying Scot, 2nd-Alouette
and 3rd-Gypsy Wind!

SUNDAY SAILING ~ Tracy Hirsh

SERIES 1 RACE SCHEDULE
Sunday, April 16 - Sunday

Series 1 Race 7 (SE Thistle
Championships)

Sunday, April 23 - Sunday
Series 1 Race 8 (last one!)

Over the last few
years, the United

States Congress has passed laws
requiring boat manufacturers to
insttall engine cut-off switches on
recreational vessels and to require
recreational vessel operators to use
them.
Operators of recreational vessels less
than 26 feet in length are now
required to use an Emergency
Engine Cut-off Switch (ECOS) and
associated Engine Cut-off Switch
Link (ECOSL) as the Coast Guard
now enforces this new law passed by
Congress. The link is usually a lan-
yard-style cord clipped onto the oper-
ator's person, PFD or clothing and
the other end attached to the cut-off
switch either in close proximity to
the helm or on the outboard motor
itself if the vessel is operated by a
tiller. When enough tension is
applied, the ECOSL disengages from
the ECOS and the motor is automat-
ically shut down. Wireless ECOS
have recently been developed and
are also approved for use.
Owners of recreational vessels

manufactured after December 2019
are also required to maintain the
ECOS on their vessel in operational
condition. Using the ECOSL is not
required when the helm is within an
enclosed cabin. Other common situa-
tions where ECOSL use is not
required include when docking or
trailering, when trolling, or when
operating in no-wake zones. The
Coast Guard has put together a list
of frequently asked questions (FAQs)
and other educational materials on
this new boating safety requirement.
The full list of FAQs can be found
here:
<https://uscgboating.org/recreational-
boaters/Engine->

Semper Paratus!
Bill Fallin, 

FYC Safety Committee

Engine Cut-off Switch
Requirements



Please support the Members whose Ads support the Mainsheet

Joseph H. Comer III
Naval Architect / Consultant

www.mssllc.us
P. O. Box 1354

Fairhope, AL 36533

Cell—251-709-0799

Vessel and Production Design
www.brosenblatt.com

Graphic and Print Services
www.theplotshop.com

Interior Design
www.easternshorehospitality.com

Email—joec@mssllc.us

Connor Curtis
President

Koala Insulation
of the Gulf Coast

251-517-4122

connor.curtis@koalainsulation.com
www.koalainsulation.com/gulf-coast

W. Holt Naff
Financial Advisor
THE HARTY CARPENTER GROUP

251.990.2391
601 N. Section St
Fairhope, AL 36532
holt.naff@ml.com

www.fa.ml.com/thehartycarpentergroup
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