
From the Commodore Meet Gus Müller!

      

Well here we are
already!  It’s June and
summertime activities
are in full swing at
YOUR club.  The
weather is great, the
food is good, and the
drinks are cold! 
So much has already

happened from the amazing BBQ Cookoff
to Memorial Day Weekend, Children’s
Cup Regatta, Opening Regatta at SYC,
and FYC Pool and Bar service has
returned.  There is so much more headed
your way this summer including summer
sailing camp!  Thanks to all of the volun-
teers and staff that work so hard to put
these events together for us.
As we head into this time of year please

be mindful of the rules and common
sense behavior at YOUR yacht club.
From pool behavior to general behavior
on the club grounds please make sure
you are treating the club and your fellow
members with respect.  This also
includes making sure our little yacht
club members are supervised!  Please
don’t send unattended children to the
pool while you are in the bar.  Please
don’t let your children roller blade or
skateboard on our beautiful wood decks.
Please don’t let your children have unsu-
pervised water balloon fights under the
club and flood the bathrooms.  Please
don’t let your children throw balls at the
underside of the club and knock down
the insulation and damage the lights.
Please don’t let your children jump into
the harbor and try to ride the back of an
alligator.  (Yes, each of these incidents
has recently happened!!)  Thank you for
your consideration on all of this!
Let’s have a great summer and I look

forward to seeing everyone enjoying the
club and all it has to offer. Please stay
tuned for more information about future
events and possible menu changes to
keep things fresh!

Philip Durant
Commodore
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We have a new POOL MENU! Relax at Poolside as you watch your children swim! We will have
an attendant on station to serve you drinks and food ordered from the kitchen. There is even a
special limited Children’s menu prepared and priced to fit your needs. Lunches Wed-Sun.

The Mainsheet 
Many of you already know Gus, know of

his sailing abilities, and his all-around good
nature. So why get to know him now?
Because of what he is about to undertake.
The Clipper Round the World Race is one of
the biggest sailing challenges in the world –
a 40,000 nautical mile race around the world
on a 70-foot ocean racing yacht. Twelve iden-
tical yachts, eight legs with between thirteen
and sixteen individual races, including six
ocean crossings. No previous sailing experi-
ence is needed, though Gus certainly has
plenty of experience.
During the month of April Gus went through several multi-hour

interviews, completed a multi-page questionnaire, then received word
the last week of April he had been accepted as crew. Participants can
choose to crew one leg of the race, multiple legs, or the entire race. As
of now, Gus plans to crew Leg 6, also known as “The Mighty Pacific
Leg.” Leg 6 will start in Zhuhai, China, track north towards the city of
Qingdao where there will be a short cultural break before departing on
Leg 6 to Seattle, Washington. Their first waypoint will be the southern
tip of Japan then it’s into the Pacific for approximately 6,000nm. They
will cross the international date line where it is likely they will
encounter the infamous Pacific rollers – waves that will pick up their
70’ yacht and have them surfing at 30-35kts into the next trough. It is
estimated this leg will take between four and six weeks.  
Gus must first go through four weeks of intensive training. His first

two training weeks will be in August in the UK. He will return home
for a few weeks, then it’s back to the UK in early October for another
two weeks of training. I asked Gus “What made you think you want to
do this race, whether in whole or in part?” He replied: “First, I love a
challenge. Second, I watch a lot of sailing videos and movies. I hap-
pened to come across the movie Deep Water and that got me to watch-
ing the Clipper Race series on YouTube. There are about 8 billion peo-
ple in the world, only 700 of those get to participate in this race each
time it's run, and I want to be one of those 700 people. It’s an opportu-
nity of a lifetime.” 
The 2023-2024 Clipper Race is slated to begin in September 2023.

Gus will join the yacht in China in March 2024. I’ll have more inter-
views with Gus as he embarks on this incredible opportunity. You can
read more about the race at www.clipperroundtheworld.com.

PC Cathy Cromartie

Hurricane Watch June 1 through November 30



We are very
excited about
Summer Camp
starting this
month!  If you
go to the site for
registration, it
will say summer
camp registra-
tion is closed.

For the most part we are full in
almost every session, but if you know
of someone interested in camp please
have them contact me via email or
text.  We have some Feva classes still
open and one or two Optimist spots
that can be filled.   
If your child is interested in learning
more about sailing and what racing
sailboats are like we will have contin-
ued learning throughout the summer.
Optimist sailors would move to what
we call Green Team.  The dates are
as follows: June 20–22; July 11–13;
July 25–27; Aug 8–10.
All classes are from 8am–12pm.
If your child has done sailing camp

in the Feva class and is interested in
a high school sailing team or would
like to continue with their learning
experience we will have a High

School Rookie Camp July 24/28 from
8am–12pm.  
Please contact me if you would like

more information for these special
clinics or if you would like to find out
what spots are available for summer
camp.
<holly@fairhopeyachtclub.com> or
228-363-0073
With the start of summer our juniors

start gearing up for the Junior Lipton
Team, practices are held every
Tuesday and Thursday evening from
5-7:30.  We are very proud of this
team’s past accomplishments and
excited to see what this year’s team
will bring home. 
Wednesday evening throughout the
summer we will host Laser clinics
from 5-7:30.  Both the JLT and Laser
clinics will be coached by Ricky Welch
from Ms.  He has an impressive sail-
ing background from Optimist
Worlds, Laser Nationals, Laser North
American, Laser Worlds to VX
Nationals.  We are excited to have
him back on board for some great
coaching!   
Let’s go Sailing!!!

Office: Mon-Fri 8:00am-12:00, 1:30-4:30pm
Phone: 251-928-3276 Fax: 251-990-8602
Email: office@fairhopeyachtclub.com

Club Office: 101 Volanta, Fairhope AL 36532
Mailing Address: Box 1327, Fairhope AL

36533
Web address: www.fairhopeyachtclub.com

The Mainsheet is published
monthly by the Fairhope

Yacht Club, a member of
the Gulf Yachting Association and

United States Sailing Association.
Circulation includes all Fairhope Yacht
Club members and GYA affiliated
clubs. Insertions may be sent to The
Mainsheet, Fairhope Yacht Club, P.O.
Box 1327, Fairhope, AL  36533, or e-
mail to mainsheet@fairhopeyacht-
club.com by the 20th of the month
prior to publication.  

BRIDGE 
Commodore - Philip Durant   
Vice Commodore - John Adams
Rear Commodore - John Buziak
Fleet Captain - Jennifer Stanley   
Fleet Surgeon - Dr. Parag Mahatekar 
Secretary - Tracy Hirsh
Treasurer - Kay Robberson

BOARD OF GOVERnORS
Monty Montgomery
PC Catherine M. Cromartie
John Cocke
PC Scott Hartwell
PC Dan Herzog
Ellis Ollinger
Bob Knapp

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Memorial   Pat Colvin        
Entertainment  Jason Harrelson                             
Building & Grounds  John Adams &

Dave Willits
Insurance/Marine Safety  David Barr
Harbor  Chad Smith                              
Associates  PC Gary Garner  
Membership  Jason Harrelson 
Offshore  Don Faircloth
Cruising  PC Cathy Cromartie        
Sailing Director  Holly Murray
Adult Sailing   Holly Murray
Race & Regatta  John Buziak & 

PC Randy Fitzpatrick-Wainwright  
Junior Commodore  nate Hartwell
Juniors Advisor  Ann Hartwell 
Historians   PC Barbara Brown

Sarah Johnston-Cox 
Guardian   John Adams
GYA Coordinator  PC Randy

Fitzpatrick-Wainwright     
Mainsheet Editor   nancy Fitzpatrick
Long Range Planning   David Roberts            
ICRC  TBD                              
FYC Auxiliary  Sandra Bostrom 

The Layline ~ Sailing Diretor Holly Murray

See you on the water,  Holly

The Children’s Cup Regatta:
Congrats to the participants in this
year's Children's Cup Regatta! With
ten boats registered, boats were divid-
ed into 2 classes, Spinnaker and Non-
Spin. A seven-mile course in lighter
winds made for a challenging day for
some and just what others needed.

Reports are that the children and our
guests had a great time!

My name is Sullivan Stankoski, I will be a freshman in college in
the fall. I have been sailing since the 8th grade. Sailing has always
been a passion of mine since I sailed for the first time at summer
camp. It was fun yet challenging. It has been
a privilege that I have been able to sail and
bond with the St. Michael Team for the past 4
years of high school. I will be attending
Louisiana Tech this fall and plan on majoring
in Professional Aviation, with a minor in
Aviation Management. 
Standing, Sullivan Stankoski and crew, Nate Hartwell

FYC Juniors take Sailing to college! 



St.Michael High
School sails to win!

Our last high school regatta of
the year, Spring Fling Regatta.,
held in Rigeland, MS at
Jackson Yacht Club. Saint
Michael Catholic High School
competed against four high
school teams from the Jackson
area.  Ava Cocke, Nate
Hartwell & Fisher Key had a
great weekend with almost all
first place finishes!  They
earned first place in A fleet,
first place in B fleet and First
place Overall!  Congratulations
team!

Junior Commodore’s Report

Events 2023 Dates Club Optimist Laser 420

  

    

     

     

      

     

    

      

 

     

Circuit Events
2023 GYA Youth One Design Circuit Events (Tentative)

Juniors in action

  

    

     

School's Out June 3 - 4* Pontchartrain YC 2

GYA 420 Championship June 16 - 18 Bay-Waveland YC 3

Meigs July 8 - 9 Fort Walton YC 4

Galloway / GYA Laser 
Championship August 19 - 20 Gulfport YC 5 3

Back to School August 26 - 27* Pontchartrain YC 6 4 4

   
 

 

     

Hi everyone and happy summer!
We had a fun past month of sailing as
school wound down. To begin the
month we participated in our last
high school regatta in Jackson MS
where we walked away winning first
place overall.  The following weekend
we sent a team across the Bay to
Buccaneer YC for the Spring Regatta.
It was good opportunity to knock the
rust off as we prepare for the Junior
Lipton Regatta later this summer.
Mother’s Day weekend, we had the
12th annual Children’s Cup Regatta.
We had a great turnout from our
Juniors with Optis, Lasers, and 420s

all sailing in some
great weather for a
great cause. Now com-
ing into June our
Summer Sailing Camp
is about to begin! We
are all very excited for
this Summer as we teach the next
generation of sailors. If you interested
in sailing more this summer reach
out to Coach Holly to hear about all
the opportunities for Juniors to get on
the water. 

Nate Hartwell, 
Junior Commodore

Schools Out Junior Party turned
out to be quite the competition for
bragging rights!  The winners of
the exciting Pickleball
Tournament were Coach Holly
Murray and junior parent Betsy
Duggar. The runners up were
Brockton Norris and Layton
Duggar. 

Congratulation, St Michael
Sailing Team for being award-
ed the 2023 SEISA
Sportsmanship award. The
team was nominated and voted
on by their peers. SEISA cur-
rently has 34 active high
school teams from 4 states. 

Well done, you!
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Did you know we had some special winners in this year's DI Race? The
trophy presentation was on Sunday, a week after the race. Our Fleet
Captain, Jennifer Stanley, was able to pick up the FYC trophies and

brought them to Potluck on Tuesday night for
presentation!
Jennifer Stanley and her crew took home a

2nd in the highly competitive PHRF
Spinnaker Class A. FNG II also earned a
Perpetual Trophy for First FYC Boat to Finish!
A second Perpetual Trophy was awarded

to Skipper Jack Ardrey: the 2023 Dauphin Island Race Arch McKay
Sportsmanship Award! Both perpetual trophies will be on display at
FYC for the next year. Check them out!
Gabe Tipton and crew took home a 3rd in PHRF Spinnaker Class C,
Rick Byrne and his crack crew earned 1st place in PHRF Spinnaker
Class F and Eddie Manes and his crew took 1st in PHRF Non-Spin
Class A. 
Congratulations to all the winners! It was a tough race this year.

Stormed out on Saturday and rescheduled
for Sunday, it was raced in 15-18 kt winds
with occasional higher gusts. With northeast
winds and chop, it was a struggle just to get
to the starting lines for many! Great job to
all who started and finished the race!

Dauphin Island racing!



MONTHLY SCHEDULEMONTHLY SCHEDULE
HSUNDAY: PORCH SOCIAL: 5pm, The best
way to watch the sails in the sunset on our
beautiful Bay and then come inside for Dinner!

JUNE 25: Trent Brownlee
JULY 16: To be announced.

HTUESDAY: POT LUCK! Bar opens at 4,
Dinner starts at 6, Bar and Club close at 8pm!
Take care of the Bartender-even if all you
drink is water! 
H1ST WEDNESDAY: JUNIOR
MEMBERSHIP MEETING, 6pm
H1ST WEDNESDAY: GENERAL
MEMBERSHIP MEETING, 7pm
H2ND WEDNESDAY: MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE Meeting, 6:30pm
H3RD WEDNESDAY: BINGO 6:30pm in the
Jubilee Room
H4TH WEDNESDAY: HARBOR
COMMITTEE Meeting, 6:30pm,
H1ST FRIDAY: FYC AUXILIARY: No meet-
ings of Auxiliary until September 1. Join them
for visits to other near-by GYA clubs!

SPECIAL EVENTSSPECIAL EVENTS
JUNE 18: FATHER’S DAY BUFFET:JUNE 18: FATHER’S DAY BUFFET:
Don’t forget Father . . . we’re planning food for
the king in your family with specials fit for his
day! 
JUNE 4: SUNDAY SERIES 1 AWARDS
CEREMONY, Sunday, 4pm, in Jubilee Room

JULY 4: INDEPENDENCE DAY! The Club WILL
BE OPEN July 4th from 11AM to 5PM
for bar and limited pool menu only.
Come down and enjoy the 4th!!! Spend
the day in the sun waiting for the 7:30
Fireworks from the city.

2    3 4 Fireworks
from our

beach

5 6:00 JrYC
7:00 General
Membership
Meetings

6 7 8
Meigs
FWYC

What’s Happening at OUR Club!
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On
the second

Saturday in June, FYC
will host the Ring Around
the Bay Race in honor of PC

Paul Ring. This is traditionally a
longer race and has a unique per-
petual trophy. Look for it in the
Trophy Case, register to sail,

and encourage other 
racers to as well!



Thank you to all who attended
the May luncheon.  Sadly the rain chased
us inside. Maybe another picnic on the
porch can be planned for another meet-
ing. Our $1,000 scholarship winner will
be named in early June after applications
have been reviewed. Deadline for applica-
tions are May 31.
A motion to give a $100 contribution to

Joe (maintenance man) who has health
problems and is unable to work at present
was approved.  
Membership fees have been $10 since

the Auxiliary’s inception.  However, with
name tags costing $16, this fee is no
longer adequate. It was moved and
approved that a new member’s initial fee
be $20 with annual fee of $10.
There is a need for an ad hoc committee

for entertainment, fund-raising, speakers,
activities, etc. to assist with new ideas.
Mary Lucas, Leslieann Tarabella and Deb
Johnson volunteered to serve on this com-
mittee.  
Complements for the toiletries for the

Ladies bathroom have been received.
Shirley spearheaded this last updating

and has a surplus. However, the footstool
desperately needs freshening with new
upholstery.  Shirley will check into who
might be able to manage that project.
Plans for summer outings to other GYA

clubs were discussed. June 2, Friday, we
meet at FYC parking lot to car pool to
Pensacola Yacht Club for lunch. We will
have different destinations for lunch and
are open for requests.   
The new fiscal year will start in

September with elections. Sandra
Bostrom will step down as President. VP
Shirley Ryals will serve as President.
The VP election will be at the September
1 meeting. Nominations are open.
An Executive Board Meeting will be

held at FYC on August 18 at 11:30 in the
dining room to plan next year’s events.
We surely hope to see all of you June 2,

10:30 for our trip to Pensacola Yacht Club
to carry on our friendship and plan proj-
ects to benefit the yacht club as a whole.  

See you then.
Jeanne O’Connell

Secretary

Ready or not, hurricane season officially started June 1st and it’s
time to encourage our members to start preparing now. Since we

boat in hurricane-affected areas, please follow these recommendations when
securing your boat for a storm:
HRemove trailerable boats from the water and marina. Take them home or
to an area elevated above the anticipated storm surge. Consider storing it in
a garage, if possible. 
HChoose a location where there are no trees or overhead wires. Avoid areas
prone to ground saturation, since shifting ground can topple boats.
HStrap your boat to the ground when possible.
HReduce your boat’s surface area, whether it’s stored on water or land.
HRemove all covers, dodgers, canvas, biminis and any other gear stored on
deck, including dinghies, small outboard motors, spare sails, and fuel con-
tainers. Remove all sails from the rigging, too.
HConsider removing expensive electronics and storing them at home.
HClose all through-hull valves (except auto bilge drains or other deck drains)
and be sure your batteries are fully charged to power the bilge pump(s).
HClose and secure all ports, windows and hatches as well as all vents and
dorade boxes to engine spaces.
HAdd extra dock lines. Use as many cleats as possible to distribute the
forces on these lines to a larger area. Secure some heavy lines to pilings,
allowing for tide and storm surge.
HAdd chafing gear on dock and mooring lines where needed, especially if
the lines go through chocks. The heavy strain placed on these lines signifi-
cantly increases the amount of wear on them.
HPut out all your fenders, even if your boat is in a slip with no other boats
beside you.
HCheck your insurance policy, keep it current, and keep it in a safe place.
And we hope you won’t need it. 
For a more detailed plan for hurricane preparedness, go to:
https://www.atlanticarea.uscg.mil/Portals/7/Seventh_District/airstaBorinque
n/docs/HurricanePage/Boat%20Preparations.pdf?
ver=2017-06-21-122956-490

Bill Fallin,
FYC Safety Committee

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary

FYC Auxiliary Report

Invited to Associate
Membership in May: 

Erin Hendricks
Eric McCathran

MatthewVanRensselaer
Penny Goffinet
Adam Hamrick
James Leftwich
John Van Vynck

Accepted to Equity
Membership:

Tanja Torres
Ed Stephenson

Welcome Aboard
Jacob Harrelson
Membership Chair

May Membership
Committee Report

Prepare for Hurricane Season!

HAVE YOU MET THESE
NEW ASSOCIATE
MEMBERS? 

JIMMY & CATHY ADAMS
Jimmy and Cathy spent most of
their lives in Tuscaloosa. They
have been married for 6 years.
Cathy and her late husband
started and grew a successful
convenient store business in
Tuscaloosa. Jimmy was an officer
in their U. S. Army Reserve who
spent many years on active duty
including a combat tour during
Desert Storm. He spent 31 years
in the Army retiring as a
Lieutenant Colonel. Later he was
employed as an operations con-
tractor overseas in Iraq, Kuwait,
and Dubai. Cathy and Jimmy are
excited about being members of
the Fairhope Yacht Club. They
enjoy traveling around the world.
In fact, they were on a cruise
near Italy when called with the
news they were selected for mem-
bership in FYC!



MAY 7: Series 2 is underway! This first
race started the season off in some great

wind! Six boats came out to take advan-
tage of the abundant southeast winds
and sailed a course of X-SE-SW-NW-X,
Competition was tight as boats fought to
overtake one another in the heavy chop
and 15-18 kt winds. In the end, smiles
were seen all around from skippers and
their crews. Finishes were recorded as
follows 1st-Moonglade; 2nd-Damn Yankee
II; 3rd-Flying Scot
MAY 13: Children’s Cup Charity Regatta
MAY 14~A DAY OFF TO HONOR
MOTHERS!: What about all the
Mothers who sail!

MAY 21: A beautiful day greeted seven
skippers and their crews that came out to
race on Sunday! The sun was out, but not

too bright and winds were steady out of
the northwest at 8-10 kts. The course
was set at X-NW-SW-SE-X and all boats
worked steadily toward the finish, faster,

later starting boats overtaking others
steadily to see finishes close to what the
ratings would suggest! Those finishes
were recorded as follows 1st-
Whatshername; 2nd-Moonglade; 3rd-
Alouette

MAY 28: A perfect day for racing drew
nine boats out to the course! While it did-
n't seem so perfect at first, the light
winds that started the race quickly built
to a reasonable 8-10 knots for the race.
The seabreeze from the southwest helped
carry that wind in and the course was set
at X-SW-NW-NE-X. Lots of crossing and
calls of "starboard" were heard on the
water as boats stayed close for most of
the course. The faster, later starting
boats knocked of competitors one or two
at a time and finishes were recorded as
follows 1st-FNG II; 2nd -Trifecta; 3rd-
Moonglade -

SUNDAY. JUNE 4, SERIES 1
AWARDS CEREMONY
SPECIAL ORA-1 SCORING REVIEW
BY KEVIN BLANK, 5PM

SUNDAY SAILING ~ Tracy Hirsh When Cruisers Cruise
A weekend at Dauphin Island

never disappoints – from cama-
raderie to meals shared and sun-
sets. Memorial Day weekend was
no exception. Sailing Katama,

Khü ley, Nauti Girl, and Intrepid
dropped anchor in Pelican Bay on
Friday. Saturday was a leisurely
day on the boats, taking the dingy

to visit others at anchor, includ-
ing some of the Mobile YC cruis-
ers, walking the beach, and there
may have been a nap or two in
there as well. Saturday night
everyone gathered on Khü ley for
Brazilian steak and sausages on
the grill, and other dishes
brought to share. Sunday brought

light winds and a nice, leisurely
sail/motor sail back to FYC. 
Next planned cruise is the Blue

Angels Beach Show in July. More
to come on that. 



Please support the Members whose Ads support the Mainsheet

Connor Curtis
President

Koala Insulation
of the Gulf Coast

251-517-4122

connor.curtis@koalainsulation.com
www.koalainsulation.com/gulf-coast

W. Holt Naff
Financial Advisor
THE HARTY CARPENTER GROUP

251.990.2391
601 N. Section St
Fairhope, AL 36532
holt.naff@ml.com

www.fa.ml.com/thehartycarpentergroup
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Joseph H. Comer III
Naval Architect / Consultant

www.mssllc.us
P. O. Box 1354

Fairhope, AL 36533

Cell—251-709-0799

Vessel and Production Design
www.brosenblatt.com

Graphic and Print Services
www.theplotshop.com

Interior Design
www.easternshorehospitality.com
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