
From the Commodore FYC Juniors take the Silver at Jr Liptons!

      

Hello fellow members!
I hope you have had a great
summer – I know we have
around our Club. The enter-
tainment committee put on a
great 4th of July event as
everyone had a great time. I
want to thank all our staff for

working hard throughout this heat to contin-
ue to provide us with great culinary options
and service at the pool! Please continue to use
caution and stay hydrated during these HOT
days. Also, keep the hurricane plans on the
webpage handy should anything come our
way as this is the busiest time of the dreaded
hurricane season for our area.
A huge CONGRATULATIONS to our Junior

Sailing team who took 1st place Victory at the
Junior Lipton Challenge Regatta in Bay
Waveland. This is a MAJOR accomplishment
for our young people and we couldn’t be more
proud of them and how they have represented
Fairhope Yacht Club this sailing season. The
entire GYA has noticed and we brought home
the trophy! It is on display in the trophy case
in the hallway and the victory banner is hang-
ing up in the bar. Thank you to Holly Murray
our sailing director for supporting this team
and putting on a great summer sailing pro-
gram as well. I also want to thank Ann
Hartwell for her time and effort as Junior
Advisor and Fleet Captain Jennifer Stanley
for the time and effort on the Capdevielle pro-
gram. They are making sure FYC continues to
shine as one of the best yacht clubs on the
Gulf Coast.  
Please come down and continue to enjoy

YOUR club and all the great things coming
our way.  The restaurant menu has been
freshened up with some different offerings
and the pizzas continue to be delicious!  Our
bartenders are still serving up your favorite
frosty beverages and there are more things
planned for the fall. Enjoy! See you at the
club!

Philip Durant
Commodore

Volume 56, Number 8, August 2023           Latitude: 30°32’29”N  Longitude: 87°54’14”W

PLEASE REMEMBER! There is a designated area to park your
golf carts! The Commodore requests that you NOT use the full-
sized car spaces or under the Clubhouse for your little carts!
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The victors received a show from the
club to support them coming home. 

This banner
will proudly
hang in our
club for the year. Congratulations
Team for all the hard work!

Chandler’s
last race

for FYC in
Junior Lipton

Regatta.
Nate’s last Jr
Lipton
Regatta for
FYC.
Brockton hoisted in all 6 races!  Joe
Comer was our third skipper for the
weekend. 

Winning team for race 4. Nate
Hartwell, Layton Duggar & Brockton

Norris. 

A very proud group of
hard working sailors
and their coaches! 

More Junior racing
and pictures inside!

Hurricane Watch June 1 through November 30



So excited for our
Junior Lipton
Team bringing
home the cham-
pionship trophy!
It was an excit-
ing nail-biting
event that came

down to the last race of the series.
Six races were sail and there 5
different clubs that won races.
After only getting two races off on
Saturday, and the gloomy weath-
er conditions forecasted for
Sunday, we needed a small mira-
cle for a chance to win.  We got
the miracle! The weather turned
out to be good sailing conditions
with a north breeze 8 to 12 knots.
It held up until the last race
which the RC shortened the
course with the dying breeze
upwind. The passion and perse-
verance this team displayed has
amazed me.  I am very proud to
be involved in their success.  
Summer camp has been rolling

with great activities and sessions
of excited young sailors.  We are
entering the last week of summer
camp with almost 300 children
attending sail camp and bay bud-

dies.  The future is looking good
for the green fleet and learn to
sail camps that will be starting at
the end of August.  
High School sailing will be

starting August 21st from 4:00pm
to 6:30pm.  We have meeting
times for each team listed below.  
Bayshore - TBD
Bayside- August 15th@ 6:00pm
Fairhope - August 17th@ 6:30pm
St. Michael- August 17th -tenta-
tively 
Optimist clinics will be starting in
August also. 
Advance and Green Fleet will
start August 26th 9am-3pm
Learn to sail will start August
27th 1pm-4:30pm.  
Clinic dates and times will be
posted shortly on the website.
I am very proud of our optimist

sailors Heather McNair and Lilis
Allison who are attending
USODA Girls National in
Hampton VA.  I am sure they will
have some wonderful experiences
to share upon their return.   
Hope to see you on the water

soon!
Holly

Our 2023 Junior Lipton Champions!

Left to right: Chandler Taloney, Isaac
Sprayberry, Nate Hartwell, Brockton Norris, Joe
Comer, Layton Duggar, Coleman Kennedy, Aidyn
James and Coach Holly Murray. 

FYC proudly debuted the new chute. Thank you Coach Holly for
making us look awesome on the water. 

Office: Mon-Fri 8:00am-12:00, 1:30-4:30pm
Phone: 251-928-3276 Fax: 251-990-8602

Email: office@fairhopeyachtclub.com
Club Office: 101 Volanta, Fairhope AL 36532

Mailing Address: Box 1327, Fairhope AL
36533

Web address: www.fairhopeyachtclub.com

The Mainsheet is published
monthly by the Fairhope

Yacht Club, a member of
the Gulf Yachting Association and

United States Sailing Association.
Circulation includes all Fairhope Yacht
Club members and GYA affiliated
clubs. Insertions may be sent to The
Mainsheet, Fairhope Yacht Club, P.O.
Box 1327, Fairhope, AL  36533, or e-
mail to mainsheet@fairhopeyacht-
club.com by the 20th of the month
prior to publication.  
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Junior Commodore’s
Report

Events 2023 Dates Club Optimist Laser 420

  

    

     

     

      

     

    

      

 

     

Circuit Events
2023 GYA Youth One Design Circuit Events (Tentative)

Juniors sail Meigs in Florida

Then across the Bay for Summer

  

    

     

     

      

     

Galloway / GYA Laser 
Championship August 19 - 20 Gulfport YC 5 3

Back to School August 26 - 27* Pontchartrain YC 6 4 4

Wadewitz September 30 - 
Oct 1 Fairhope YC 7 5 5

Monk Smith Oct 7 - 8 Bay-Waveland YC 6 6

Hi everyone! It’s been a wonder-
ful summer thus far for our juniors
sailing program. Our Jr Lipton
team went to the Meigs Regatta at
Fort Walton YC were we placed

sixth after two days of competitive sailing. Next we
traveled to Mobile YC for the Summer Regatta and
placed 8th after an OCS and scoring penalty. 
All the experience payed off as Fairhope WON

the Jr Liptons Championship.  For the first time in
thirteen years we brought home the trophy! It was
the most competitive Jr Lipton in years.  Going into
the final race Fairhope was tied with Mobile YC,
two points behind Gulfport YC, and only one point
ahead of Southern YC. It was a nail-biter, but we
pulled through! Congratulations to the team: Nate
Hartwell, Chandler Taloney, Brockton Norris, Joe
Comer V, Layton Duggar, Isaac Sprayberry, and
Aidyn James (as well as Coleman Kennedy who
broke his heel and couldn’t compete). 
This victory has been three years in the making.

It’s also my and Chandler’s last time to compete. I
want to give a sincere thanks to Ricky Welch and
Holly Murray for Coaching.  Also, thank you to Bay
Waveland YC for hosting a great event, Clinton
Edwards the PRO for getting six races off, as well
as to the parents of all our sailors.  Last but not
least, Fairhope YC for giving us the opportunity to
sail and giving us a welcome home party we will
not forget. I cannot be prouder of our juniors and I
can’t wait to watch next year.
In other news our Summer sail camp has been a

great success! As we move into the final week of
camp we look forward to green fleet and advanced
fleet starting clinics and preparing for Galloway
Regatta.  High school sailing is starting up soon.
Overall July has treated our juniors well and we
can’t wait for August. 

Nate Hartwell,  
Junior Commodore

Our Team travelled
to Fort Walton
Yacht Club at the
beginning of the
month taking 2
boats; we placed 6th
in Capdevielle and
3rd in Open Boat.
Team FYC was Ava
Cocke, Joe Comer V,
Layton Duggar,
Evan Garrison,
Nate Hartwell, 
Aidyn James,
Brockton Norris and
Isaac Sprayberry 

At Mobile YC we
learned from our
mistakes and
looked ahead, not
back! Our Summer
Regatta Team left
to right: Aidyn
James, Joe Comer,
Nate Hartwell,
Chandler Taloney
and Brockton
Norris.  Not pic-
tured Isaac
Sprayberry 



MONTHLY SCHEDULEMONTHLY SCHEDULE
HSUNDAY: PORCH SOCIAL: 5pm, The best
way to watch the sails in the sunset on our
beautiful Bay and then come inside for Dinner!
HTUESDAY: POT LUCK! Bar opens at 4,
Dinner starts at 6, Bar and Club close at 8pm!
Take care of the Bartender-even if all you
drink is water! 
H1ST WEDNESDAY: JUNIOR
MEMBERSHIP MEETING, 6pm
H1ST WEDNESDAY: GENERAL
MEMBERSHIP MEETING, 7pm
H2ND WEDNESDAY: MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE Meeting, 6:30pm
H3RD WEDNESDAY: BINGO 6:30pm in the
Jubilee Room
H4TH WEDNESDAY: HARBOR
COMMITTEE Meeting, 6:30pm,
H1ST FRIDAY: FYC AUXILIARY: First Fall
meeting of Auxiliary September 1.  
H2ND SATURDAY: VOLUNTEER CLEAN-
UP: Join your friends at the club 10am to Noon!
Lunch is provided after all your hard work! 
H2ND SATURDAY: SAILING 101: for the
next three months-19 August; 16 September;
21 October

SPECIAL EVENTSSPECIAL EVENTS
ALL MONTH:ALL MONTH: our Capdevielle Teams
are practicing for a summer of week-
ends spent competing with the GYA
teams for trophies! Watch them from
the Balcony or the beach; the best of
our sailors will be showing their skills.
The Knost Ladies Regatta is Aug 5/6-
PCYC and the Sir Thomas Lipton
Challenge will be Sept 2/4-PCYC.
SEPT 30/OCT 1:SEPT 30/OCT 1: WADEWITZ REGATTA:WADEWITZ REGATTA:
This is OUR Regatta, honoring our
founders and our first Commodore, Otto
Wadewitz. There will be a number of
ways you can join the fun, on shore
and on the water. Commodore Otto
was a POWER BOAT man as well as
supporting traditional sailing so we also
welcome the necessary power boats to all
our regattas as Mark Set, Pin Set, Safety  and
Emergency Support. Ashore, we will need help with
registration and some of the usual Southern Curtsey
that we are known for.
Contact the Race Committee, any Bridge Officer or
a member of the Board of Govenors if you want to
experience a regatta up close!
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What’s Happening at OUR Club!
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Sailing 101
GROUND SCHOOL
This is a Power Point presentation

that will start at 10 am and finish just
before lunch. A note taking sheet and a pamphlet
will be provided. The presentation covers the
basics of sailing and concludes with contact infor-
mation for the various programs that provide on
the water instruction
RIGGING DEMONSTRATION
The club owns two Rhodes 19s and two Flying

Scots that available to the members who have
demonstrated their skills to selected officials of
the club. After the Ground School instructors will
show participants how to set up the boat to go
sailing.
INTRODUCTORY SAIL
For those who interested the program concludes

with an afternoon sail conducted by club volun-
teers who are certified to take out the club boats.
In the event we over flow the club boats, we may
add privately owned boats, such as the Rear
Commodore's J22.
Sailing is a great sport for cruisers or racers.

This program is designed to help members
achieve their individual goals in the sport of sail-
ing. We look forward to introducing dozens of
members to the fine sport of SAILING!
We will be repeating the program on the 3rd

Saturday of each month for the next three
months.

HEAT ILLNESS
Symptoms include muscle cramps,

fatigue, weakness, dizziness, fainting,
headaches, nausea and vomiting,  

difficulty walking, confusion, seizures,
and fever.  

PREVENTION:
H Drink plenty of fluids: drink a cup 

of water every hour.  
If your urine is not clear, then you’re 

not drinking enough fluids! 
H Avoiding alcohol use

H Limit strenuous activity during peak
hours of the day,  11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

TREATMENT:
H Move the person to a cool 

environment.
H Place cold water on the individual 

and fan.  
H Have the person drink cool water or 
electrolyte fluids without alcohol or 

caffeine
H Remove tight or heavy clothing 
H Call for assistance /911 if needed 

From the Fleet Surgeon



Not all beaches have flags. Please read and obey the posted
beach warning signs and flags you may see. You already

know you shouldn't cross a road without first looking both ways for
traffic. So, too, you should know that you shouldn't go into the water
at a beach before first looking for the signs and flags, indications that

rip currents are present and think-
ing about the safest place to swim.
Knowing these things and taking a
few moments of time to do this can
make all the difference for you and
your family’s safety while at the
beach.

Bill Fallin,
FYC Safety Committee

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary

There was no report from
the committee for July

Welcome Aboard
Jacob Harrelson
Membership Chair

July Membership
Committee Report

KNOW WHAT THE WARNING FLAGS MEAN . . .  

The auxiliary executive board plans to have a meeting
August 18 at 11:30 to plan for next year’s events. All members are
encouraged to attend and share ideas for the upcoming year. If you
cannot come but have an idea for a project or program, let Shirley
Ryals know at sbmryals@yahoo.com. Let’s plan for a sparkling year!

FYC Auxiliary Report

MEET OUR NEW ASSOCIATE
Jeff Smith

Jeff Smith is a lifelong mem-
ber of the Fairhope commu-
nity. He has been part of the
FYC junior program as a
youth and has a love for the
water. Boating and fishing
are down as his favorite
activities and he is thrilled
to be able to share his time
and energy at Fairhope
Yacht Club.  He works in the
electrical industry as his
profession
and looks
forward to
seeing you
around the
club. Please
welcome Jeff
as one of our
newest asso-
ciates! 

BLUE ANGELS BEACH SHOW CRUISE
We had it all … beautiful skies, great wind,
great anchorages, the full air show, an
abbreviated air show, rain – complete with
thunder and lightning, heavy air, and gale
force winds. Six FYC boats participated in
the Blue Angels Cruise July 5-10: Katama,
Khüley, Nauti Girl, Chick A Lou, Guilty, and
Floryn. We were able to drop anchor in what
has become our favorite spot for the air show
on Friday and Saturday, with the Blue
Angels making several passes directly above
our masts. As always, the Blue Angels did
not disappoint, nor did the camaraderie of
the cruising group. 

Happy Boating !!
PC Cathy Cromartie

Celebrating Independence
Day in our own way, the
Entertainment Committee
put on an end-of-day show
of fireworks that were the
best on the Bay!
The children in the right

side picture took advantage
as our children have always
done, to play in a fireworks
illuminated Bay as the sun
light fades westward. Come
to the Porch Socials and
experience more beautiful
scenes as the sun slips
Southward toward Winter!

    

Joe Donelan took advntage of
the weather to join the Men's
Coffee Group one Tuesday
gathering at the Gazebo!!! 
They can also be found under
the Clubhouse in bad weather.
There are plenty of rockers or
room on the bench if you want
to join them while they solve
the problems of the universe!

Enjoy your Club!



JULY 9: Dark skies and thunder greeted
racers as they gathered under the club
for the weekly race. Much discussion was
had and lots of studying of weather apps.
Some were wary and others felt we would
have a good window. In the end, the
lightning that started popping around the
club after an initial 30 minute delay,

sealed the fate of racing for the day!
The race was cancelled and discussion

was moved to the bar just as the rain
started to fall. Special note was made of
the new Sunday racers that came for the
first time on Sunday and both were ready
to go!

JULY 16: Seven
boats came out in
some great wind for
a Sunday afternoon
in the sun! The
unbearably warm
temperatures blew
away as the boats
made their way out
onto the bay for an

afternoon of racing. Past Commodores
Tony Chavers and Steve Odom came out
and showed us how it's done in the J22 in
a very fast race in 12 kt winds. The com-
petition was tight as most boats finished
within the same 3 1/2 minutes! Finishes
were recorded as follows: 1st-Phatty; 2nd-
Moonglade; 4th-Alouette; 5th-FNG II ;
6th-Chat Noir; Flying Scot-DNS.
JULY 23: The weather looked ominous
as racers gathered under the club. Much
consulting of the weather apps and peer-
ing at the skies led five boats, skippers

and crews to decide that Mobile Bay
would miss out on any bad weather and
the race was on! Unfortunately, the lack
of stormy skies kept most of the wind
away, too. Light winds made for a much
slower race than what we have enjoyed
lately. The regulars stuck it out and eeked
every bit of momentum possible from each
puff while working hard to avoid the slick
spots throughout a course of X-SW-SE-
NE-X. We gave very little wake for the
dolphins to play in and, though they
approached several boats, they moved on
quickly to find their fun elsewhere.
Finishes were recorded as follows: 1st-
Tigress; 2nd-Flying Scot; 3rd-Alouette;
4th-Gypsy Wind; Moonglade-DNF

Congratulations to the FYC Juniors
for their BIG win at the Jr Liptons!
All the Sunday racers and sunset

watchers had a great time cheering
them on during their triumphant
return to the club! 

JULY 30: And a grand finale it was! The
wind came in just at race time after a
really flat morning and lasted long
enough to get a good hour's racing in! The
last race of the series saw 5 boats run a
course of X-SW-NW-NE-E in pretty con-
sistent 8-10 winds out of the southwest
clocking around to the northwest as the
afternoon turned to evening. Skippers

kept the boats close with most finishing
within the same three minutes. Finishes
were recorded as follows: 1st-Phatty; 2nd-
Moonglade; 3rd-Alouette; 4th-Flying Scot;
5th-Chat Noir.

SUNDAY SAILING ~ Tracy Hirsh

Remember that we will start the Dog
Days Series on Aug 6. And it will con-
tinue for Aug 13th, 20th, and 27th.
The races in this series will have 4pm
starts. We will gather around 2 or 2:30
and, hopefully, enjoy a little cooler
temperatures and more consistent
wind during this extra warm month. 
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