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A new Year, a new Commodore and the same safety 
precautions for our health are still in order! Be Safe! 

Happy New Year! I hope everyone had a
safe and happy holiday season.
First, I would like to thank Commodore

Chris Dabney for his service to our club over
the past two years, and for this past year, in
particular. 2020 did not pull any punches
and I very much appreciate his leadership
during that time.
2021 looks to bring challenges of its own.

Our top priorities are to finish cleaning up
last year's bulkhead reconstruction and
repair damage lingering after Hurricanes
Sally and Zeta. We are required by law to
contact the owner of the Gas Guzzler before
removing it, and we are in the process of
doing that now. We expect to have it and the
Neptune removed soon. We will begin repairs
later this month on the piers in the harbor,
as well as beach & material cleanup.
Due to the excessive rain and storm surge

from the hurricanes, the harbor and Fly
Creek have shoaled enough to become unnav-
igable to sailboats in places. We are receiving
estimates to spot-dredge the problem areas
and are working with the City of Fairhope to
share the cost, where appropriate.

I expect the parking gates, damaged by
Sally and rendered inoperable by Zeta, to be
replaced this month. New equipment arrived
just before Christmas, and the vendor will
install it after the holiday season is over.
The Club racers will hold their Chili Bowl

Series on January 17, 24 and 31. Contact
Tracy Hirsh for more information.

The GYA will hold its Winter Meeting at
Pensacola Yacht Club on January 9th. If you
are interested in learning more about sailing
in our region, this is an excellent way to do
it. The GYA will be announcing wholesale
changes to its handicapping system this
year, among other things, so it should prove
to be interesting.
Finally, thank you for the opportunity to

serve you and the club this year. I will work
hard to meet the club's needs in the best way
possible.

Thank you,
Scott Hartwell
Commodore
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Going, going GONE!!!

Many of the wonderful plans we had for the year
2020 went up in smoke behind face masks. The

One Hundredth Anniversary of
our sailing union produced a
great history book that should
be on every sailors bookshelf.
We still have a few copies if
you didn’t get one last year! It
includes the history of the race
named for Sir Thomas
Lipton that has been
sailed by GYA clubs 

since 1920 that had 
to be postponed for safety. We hope it 
sails this year!
And as long as we are promoting 

history, our Club Historians put together 
a beautiful book celebrating the 75th
Anniversary of our own club.
Both of these books can be purchased 

in the Ship’s Store. 

The Mainsheet 



We are gearing up for the
New Year with everyone get-
ting schedules ready in antici-
pation of 2021 offering more
opportunities to enjoy competi-
tion. We feel blessed to have
done as much as we did with
what the year had to offer us.  

Over the holidays we were
able to get a few practices
together along with a race day
for the high school. We invited
some of the alumni home from

college to jump in as well. It
was nice seeing them and
everyone had a nice time on
the water.
We also had a couple of Spin

and Trap beginner clinics that
introduce the working parts of

the spinnaker to some of our
younger high school sailors.   A
big thank you to Ava Cocke
and Nate Hartwell for jumping
in and helping. 

We have coming up in
January a Laser clinic on the
16th and 17th. A few of our
Opti sailors will be practicing
for an event at the end of the
month in Jacksonville.
Everyone is excited we are now
able to travel a little.

Spring Clinics will be up the
first part of February for a
March start day. We will have
Feva sailing along with Green
Fleet and Advance Optimist
sailing. 

As always most of January is
about organizing and schedule
so we will have our Save the
Date for Summer Camp up this
month.  We have some exciting
plans for the summer with
plenty of sailing. 

See you on the water! 
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The Layline ~ Sailing Director Holly Murry

2021/24 Racing Rules Review!
Sunday, Jan 10, at 2pm, we will
hold a racing rules review and
hold a kick-off meeting prior to
the start of the 2021 Sunday
Racing Series. Let's all start the
season off on the same page.
Updates to the Racing Rules of
Sailing will be covered along with
an overview of the new ORA-1
Rating system. Skippers and
crews and anyone thinking of par-

ticipating this year should plan to
join us! Food will be provided to
the participants and we will set
up in the ballroom for plenty of
room. 



Little boats, big sails and a lot of daring-do on Trapezes over cold water!

In December, Juniors kept the rust off with some High School Style racing before the new
year, 420 trap/spin clinics, and Opti clinics during the Christmas Break. Nate Hartwell & Ava

Cocke attended a clinic over at Mobile Yacht Club with
Jacksonville University's sailing coach John Faudree. Coming
up is an opportunity to sail Lasers in preparation for the D14
Championship in Gulfport. 

December Clinics for the JrYacht Club!

Happy New Year, My name is Robert
Montgomery and I have been sailing at
Fairhope Yacht Club for the past 8 years. I
have been elected to serve as Junior
Commodore for 2021. The Junior Bridge for
this coming year consists of Ava Cocke
(Vice Commodore), Emily Allen (Treasurer),
Sullivan Stankoski (Fleet Captain), and
Layton Duggar (Opti Chair). 

December is generally a slow month for
sailing, but over the Christmas break

Coach Holly held two ‘Keep the Rust Off’
days of racing for the 420 fleet. The last
weekend of Christmas break, Coach Holly
also held a Trap and Spin Clinic for 420
sailors. On January 23, we will host the
Junior Commodore’s Ball. We look forward
to another great year of sailing and hope
that 2021 allows for more time on the
water.

Robert Montgomery
FYC Junior Commodore

From the Junior Commodore
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In the normal course of a month, I usually
find that there are more interesting things
to tell you happening at the Club than what
I may think are important. This fall we had
a special series of events that I want to
introduce you to: the special once a month
supper presentations that our Chef has
been practicing on a small number of us.  If
you haven’t heard of the “Supper Club” you
need to give it a try. 
Chef Matt has been using his creative

culinary skills to create a wonderful series
of 5-course meals for
anyone who might like
to try some pretty
impressive tastings.
These meals are
offered with wine suited
to the course, Amuse,
Salad, Appetizer, Entre
and Dessert. We have

met new flavors, combinations and tastings
that expanded our experiences in what can
be savored.
It is so easy to join the party; call the

office for reservations to the next Supper
Club offerings and experience the wonder-
ful culinary skills of our Chef!

From the Editor: Fine dining at FYC!

The Chili Bowl races will be run but due to quarantine restrictions, the Cookoff will be postponed but
OYSTERS BY THE BAY will be held at the Gazebo from 1-5 on January 17. We have a band, Barstow
Revival. 12 grilled oysters are $18, assortment of chips available and beer and wine charged separately.

Caught in the act of enjoying the
fantastic fare served New Years
Eve, Linda and Jim Russo can
tell you, “Don’t miss the next
chance to sample the Chef’s
specials!”

Pictured are some of the
special dishes we have
tasted!
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From the Galley:  Happy New Year!
2020 was a year to remember.  There was

good, there was bad and there were victories.
Our creativity and our ability to adapt were
definitely tested. 
We are now in 2021. We have taken the edu-

cation that we received in the past 12 months
seriously and have learned a great deal about
ourselves.  
We look forward to offering more variety of

specials and member special events. The team
we have in play is both dedicated and ready to
make 2021 an amazing year. Linzi Smith
brings a wealth of knowledge and has proven
to be a very creative operations director. Brian
Bell, my new sous chef, is a natural leader and
passionate about perfection. 
Check our Facebook, email and Mainsheet for

up and coming member events and specials 
The team is here for you. Curbside, inside or
outside, we are here. We also thank you for all
the support and patience you have had while
we navigate through these times.  

Cheers!
Chef Matthew Brown

If you would like to book a private party,
please do so at least two weeks ahead of time.
Contact Chef Matt or Linzi (928-3276) to make
sure it will fit on the schedule! This includes
selecting food items, beverages, and linen if
needed. Two weeks gives us the needed time to
ensure every thing is ordered and organized.
Parties can be booked over the phone or in per-
son. We are still enforcing recommended Covid
restrictions. 
If you have ideas for club-wide events, please

check with the staff to make sure your event
does not conflict with other plans. The Spring
events are still in the planning stage and Chef
Matt and Linzi can help you.
OYSTERS BY THE BAY will be held at the

Gazebo from 1-5 on January 17. We have a
band, Barstow Revival. 12 grilled oysters are
$18, assortment of chips, beer and wine will be
charged separately.

I am here to help you plan,
Linzi Smith



Work on the bulkhead is complete! The crew moved out and the
electrician moved in to reconnect B pier and we are back in busi-
ness! The 2T hoist is operational and the 3T Hoist is being
reworked, repainted and will be reinstalled in the next couple of
months. Next steps will be repaving of the area around the hoist,
completion of the sidewalks, irrigation and landscaping. There is
still a lot to be done but we will be looking great by spring!

On December 30, sev-
eral members and their

husbands met at the club to
take down the Christmas deco-
rations. We arrived at 9:00am
with our mask on and we social-
ly distanced from each other.
This particular day was very
special because it was Mary
Funderburgs’ birthday. What a
great little surprise Mary had
complete with cake and coffee.
Afterwards every got busy tak-

ing down the decorations. We
worked very hard and got it
done. A big thank you to Pat
Covin for making coffee for
everyone, and a big thank you to
Joe Black for helping us find
what we needed.
In attendance were: Tommy

and Kathy Fuller, Linda and
Joe Fontenot, Harvey and Dale
Cunningham and Mary and
Noah Funderburg.

Pedestrian Parking
Lot Safety

Members: we need to talk
about pedestrians in the parking
lot, please. We are enjoying some
really wonderful weather, the
afternoon of Sunday, Dec. 26 for
example; the parking lot was full
and that is the way that we
want it. Families were out and
about enjoying the club and we
want that too. Traffic in the
parking lot was busy, vehicles,
adults, and children; a haz-
ardous mix. 

Pedestrians always have the
right-of-way no doubt about it,
everybody has got that right…
But if you or your child is
wadded up under a 5,000lb PU
or SUV right of way is of little
consequence and nobody wants
that. Sooo, let’s consider some
common safety measures. As you
approach your vehicle perimeter,
walk around it. Observe the vehi-
cles port, starboard, and ahead.
Also, is anything beside or under
your vehicle? Now, as you pre-
pare to reverse, honk your horn,
check all mirrors and twist and

look as best you can. The
National Safety Council reports
that most drivers look one time
only. Now, in dead slow reverse,
honk again and proceed while
continuing to observe in the mir-
rors and peer out as best you
can.

Okay, pedestrians, if a vehicle
is backing up, you may just want
to pause a moment and not walk
behind it as it is reversing. The
driver just may not see you even
assuming that the vehicle is
equipped with rear view cam-
eras. So, if you are going to walk
behind vehicles while they are
reversing when the vehicle gets
close enough you may want to
tap on the vehicle to alert the
driver. 
Members, you are responsible

for family members of all ages
and your guests. Some of you
know that the safest way to park
is to back into the parking space,
but I am by no means suggesting
this at FYC. Just can’t imagine
what would happen. As long as
we are being careful about virus-
es, let’s also be careful about
parking lot safety!

From the Safety Committee: David Barr

Membership
Committee Report

The Committee met in
December to welcome the new
members and select a chair.
The first review of prospec-
tive members will be January
13.

Committee members are:
David Roberts-Chair
Steven Wierszalowski
Chad Smith
Chad Clark
Dan Herzog
Joel Green
Kelly Sadler
Kendall Bowman
Eric Tompkins

Auxiliary Report

Harbor Update



Mark your calendars for a fun three weeks of racing! The Chili Bowl
Series races are scheduled for Sunday, January 17, Sunday, January
24 and Sunday, January 31.
While the Chili Cook Off isn't planned for this year, an awards cere-

mony will be held Jan. 31 after the last race. 
Due to our “Staggered Handicap” Start-faster, later starting boats

should stay clear of the slower, earlier starting boats at the Starting
Mark. Start will be within 50 feet of the Starting Mark on the same
side of the Mark as the Announced Course Roundings. The presence of
a Committee Boat at the start, will not affect the Staggered Handicap
starting system; it WILL set a starting line position, announced at the

time of the course announcement. Finish times and finish positions for the race may be recorded by the
Committee. Skippers should take their individual finish times according to GPS time and be prepared
to record them after the race.
Boats wishing to fly a Spinnaker need to Start 1 Minute later than their posted Start Time.
NO ADJUSTMENTS WILL BE MADE TO START TIMES for 1st place, 2nd place or greater than 5th

place finishes for the series.
Finishing time is determined using GPS time as the official time. Finishing will be within 50 feet of

the Finishing Mark on the same side of the Mark as the Announced Course Roundings.   Record your
GPS time as you finish and record on the Score Sheet. While there is no official cut-off time for each
race, boats not recording a Finish time in the book by 6:00pm Sunday will be considered DNF,
EXCEPT for the LAST Series Race. Boats participating in the last Series Race, on Jan 31, must record
their finish time NO LATER THAN 5:00pm to allow for scoring and awarding of trophies.
The High Point Scoring System will be used.  All participating boats will compete in ONE CLASS.

Trophies will be awarded for finishers in 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th place.  Should there be THREE or
more OF ANY ONE BOAT (3 Vipers, 3 Rhodes, 3 U20, etc) that ALL participate for each of the three
races, they will be scored as a separate class and a 1st place trophy only will be awarded for that class.

DOUBLE-HANDED
REGATTA A SUPER SLOW
start in minimal winds pro-
gressed to a second leg of the
race with NO wind at all! A
race that started with twelve
boats saw a few start their
engines and head for home dur-
ing the lull ... but they should
have waited! The wind came
back and blew in cold! The
wind stuck around and the
fleets finished the race strong.
The competitors met under-

neath the club and awards
given according to the following
results:
RACERS
1st  Tigress Dave
Strickland & Don
Faircloth
2nd White Hawk Ben
Batchelder & Andy
Patterson
3rd Wanderer Ken Lacey

& Dave Wilson
4th   Hobie 33 Byron &
Samantha Cobb
5th   Oh Baby! John Buziak &
Joel Green
DNF   Penny Chris Dabney &
Chad Smith
DNF   MOJO Terri Loftin &
Dan Polito
DNS VX One Kevin Northrop
& Pete McGriff
PERFORMANCE
1st   SKeDADDLE Rick
Skinner & Jerry Hall
2nd   Alouette Ed Manes &
Tracy Hirsh
DNF  Khuly Gus Muller & Jim

Hunter
DNF Last Chance Rick Byrne
& Matt Taylor

Club Sailing ~ report & pictures from Tracy Hirsh

The Modified Chili Bowl Regatta
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Please support the Members whose Ads support the Mainsheet

Visit our Ships Store
for all your 

FYC-identified items. 
Winter jackets are

in that show your pride in 
Fairhope Yacht Club!


