
Skipper Nate Hartwell and
crew Camille McGriff, Sarah
Boyd, and Nathan Valentine
were third around the weather
mark in Race 3 of the 99th

Lipton Cup Challenge, Sunday
morning. They finished the race
in 9th, which was FYC's best fin-
ish of the series. The team was
10th overall in the regatta, out
of 14 clubs competing. Thank
you to all team members who
took time to come and compete!
The Lipton team was: PC

Cathy Cromartie, Commodore
Chris Dabney, Don Faircloth,
Wes Stanley, Jennifer Stanley,
Cruz Dabney, Holly Murray,
Nate Hartwell, Camille McGriff,
Sara Boyd, Nathan Valentine,
Connor Cobb, Liam Bishop,
Gavin Valentine, and Elijah
Healy.

Thank you to John Buziak and
Chappie for installing a new,
state-of-the-art weather station at
the East Mark. It shows tempera-

ture and wind
data, among
other things,
and also charts
wind gusts and
lulls over the

previous day or two (just click
each data point to get more
detail). The weather data is avail-
able both on Weather
Underground as "FYC" and on
the Club's website at:
https://fairhopeyachtclub.com/
sailing/weather-conditions/
Thank you for all your hard work,
guys!

Hello Everyone,
First, I would like to welcome
Matthew Brown to the FYC
family. He is our General
Manager and Executive Chef.
He comes to us from Pensacola,
FL. He has been in the restau-
rant business for many years
and has a great deal of knowl-
edge in all areas of operation.
He has run some very large
clubs and hotels to smaller
restaurants.
I would like to thank everyone
for supporting the club on the
limited menu while the hiring
process was going on. I would
also like to thank D’Wanda for
coming back and running the
kitchen and all staff members
for working very hard. Without
them we would have not been
able to open the restaurant.
On September 27-29, we will
be hosting the Wadewitz
Regatta. Most of the main park-
ing lot will be shut down, which
will be used for boat parking.
Please try to avoid the area
where the boats are parked.
Also, join us and help with the
regatta. We need people to help
with registration, selling t-
shirts, help on the water with
running races, etc... You can
contact Philip Durant at
rearcommodore@fairhopey-
achtclub.com or call 251-689-
0100.

Chris Dabney
Commodore

From the Commodore Sailing The Lipton Challenge

What’s the weather like? Check this out!
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The Mainsheet 

Our Wadewitz Regatta is scheduled for the end of the month!
Be prepared to participate in the excitement of the best regatta
on the Gulf Coast! Join us in the fun!

Please join us for a showing of the film-
A History of Fairhope Yacht Club, 
in the ballroom at 5:15 PM on Sunday,

September 15, 2019. 
This film tells the story of the founding of
Fairhope Yacht Club and its growth and 

continuing development through 
the contributions of its members.



Even though we had a fantastic
summer with plenty of sailing, we
are excited to dive into fall sailing
on the bay. This is the best time
of year to be out on the water.
Our fall clinic is starting
September 5th, with Advance,
Green Team and Learn to Sail
Optimist classes.  They will sail
every Thursday afternoon and
most every Saturday preparing for
Wadewitz and Mid-Winter regat-
tas.  Most children struggle with
confidence when learning how to
sail; the only way to build their

confidence is time on the water.
Our clinics are designed to build
their confidence on the water with
peers that are also at their sailing
level.  It’s not too late to join in
the fun with the sport of sailing
which builds self-confidence, pro-
motes problem solving techniques
and fosters friendships. 
Our high school sailing teams
are gearing up for a busy fall
schedule with several SESIA
events along the gulf coast.  Both
St. Michael’s and Fairhope teams
will be holding combined practices
at FYC on Monday and
Wednesday afternoons 4pm –
6:30pm.
Below are a few events we have
scheduled for September. 
HSeptember 14/15: SESIA High
School Cressy/ Gulf Coast Laser
Championship at Pass Christian,
MS
HSeptember 28/29:   Wadewitz
Regatta at home. 

The Mainsheet is published
monthly by the Fairhope

Yacht Club, a member of
the Gulf Yachting Association and

United States Sailing Association.
Circulation includes all Fairhope Yacht
Club members and GYA affiliated
clubs.  The Mainsheet, Fairhope Yacht
Club, P.O. Box 1327, Fairhope, AL
36533, or e-mail to
mainsheet@fairhopeyachtclub.com by
the 20th of the month prior to publica-
tion.  
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The Layline ~ Sailing Director Holly Murray

Team FYC sailed the Knost

At Half Mast
Century Heritage

Member
Richard (Dick)

Higbee
August 14, 2019

The 82nd Knost Ladies
Championship was sailed
August 10 and 11. Five sailors
represented Fairhope Yacht
Club on the Viper at the regat-
ta.  The wind ranged from 8-15
knots the entire series.  The
team rotated skippers and
crew, but sailed with a crew of
four each race.  Holly Murray,
Sara Boyd , and Jennifer
Stanley skippered and crewed
while Maddie Murray and Ava
Cocke crewed.
Buccaneer Yacht Club won
the Championship. The FYC

team rounded the weather
mark in the top 3 in several
races but unfortunately never
achieved podium finishes.
Injuries, snagging the anchor
line on the offset mark, being
over early, and a wipeout were
a few of the impediments to
placing well. The team worked
well together and anticipate
better results in the future.
The ladies consider this experi-
ence gained and look forward
to the 83rd Knost Ladies
Championship.



On the weekend of August 24, FYC
Juniors Nate Hartwell, Ava Cocke, and
Lucy Hartwell travelled to
Birmingham Sailing Club to compete
in the Rock Paper Scissors Regatta on
Lake Logan Martin. The weather pret-
ty mild, with temperatures that never
went over 80 and light and shifty
winds punctuated with squall lines
from the occasional storm. Nate and
Ava took second in the C420 Spinnaker
fleet sailing against inland competition
from AYC, LLYC, and BSC, and Lucy
participated in her first Opti Green 

Fleet regatta ever, and she had a blast!
BSC put on a great event that was
very kid-friendly, including a huge
downhill slip n slide and a Rock Paper
Scissors tournament for all the com-
petitors. Everyone had a great time!

Junior Regattas

At the Junior Lipton Regatta

Fairhope yacht club sent one the
largest Jr. Teams ever to the Junior
Lipton championship on July 26th
and came home with the sportsman-
ship trophy. 17 Jr. Fairhope Sailors
took 6th place overall but first place
in sportsmanship. After a long sum-
mer of hard work and practice the
Fairhope Jr. team showed up to the
Jr. Lipton challenge ready to sail.
When the first day ended with a rain-
out they did not get down. Instead
they made a rainy day experience by
getting the entire GYA Jr fleet play-
ing four square and Ultimate frisbee.
The Fairhope sailors positive atti-
tudes,  reaching out to the other
teams and turning bad weather into
fun are the things that make regattas
memorable.  These regatta experi-
ences help children develop a love for
sailing and the camaraderie of the
sport. Through the whole weekend of
rain, light wind and equipment disap-
pointments this team really showed
their teamwork, support, positive
attitudes and character.
With their banner, left to right - Ava
Cocke, Elijah Healy, Liam Bishop,
Adler Rux, Connor Cobb, Warren
Wegener, Logan Moran, Mitchell
Koser, Kip Buck, Nate Hartwell,
Andres Christensen and Georgia
Huffstetter 
Team FYC- Front Row: Liam Bishop,

Logan Moran, Charlie Tickle, Kip
Buck, Brockton Norris
Middle Row: Coach Kevin Northrop,
Robert Montgomery, Adler Rux,
Warren Wegener, Gavin Valentine,
Connor Cobb, Andres Christensen,
Mitchell Koser, Coach Holly Murray
Back Row: Ava Cocke, Nate Hartwell,
Chandler Taloney, Elijah Healy,
Georgia Huffstetter

Photos from Gretchen Valentine

At Rock Paper Scissors

GYA Chappell-Stitt
Regatta

PYC-Sept 14/15
Gulf Coast Laser
Championship
PCYC-Sept 7/8

Back to School Regatta
Optimist Circuit #5

Finn Circuit #4
PontYC-Sept 14/15

GYA Wadewitz Regatta
Optimist Circuit #6

420 Circuit #5
Finn Circuit #5
FYC-Sept 28/29

GYA Jerry Ellis Regatta
BYC-Oct 5/6

Great Oaks SEISA
BWYC-Oct 5/6
FISH WORLDS
Finn Circuit #6
BucYC-Oct 5/6

GYA 420 Championship
420 Circuit #6
BWYC-Oct 19/20

John Dane Finn Regatta
Finn Circuit #7
PCYC-Oct 19/20

Gulf Coast High School
Championship
GYC-Nov 9/10

Great Oaks Regatta
SYC-Nov 23/24

USODA Opti Mid-Winters
SYC-Nov 28/30

Nate & Ava crossing
finish line to win race 2
in C420
Lucy sailing in the
Green Fleet
Lucy with Regatta
Chair Fred Smith and
Green Fleet Coach
Spencer Wiberley
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Past Commodores Paul Ring and Barbara Brown
share a love of sailing, a longtime role in the life of
Fairhope Yacht Club, and a lovely home just up the
street. Their stories are much the same and yet
very different. They are passionate about the club
and have much to share with younger members.

PC Paul Ring found his way to Fairhope  – and
FYC – by boat, literally.  It took a couple of visits,
one by land and one by water, but the pull of
Mobile Bay with its wealth of sailing opportunities,
and of Fairhope brought him here from Long
Island, New York upon retiring from the Marine
Corps in 1976. Paul served the club as Commodore
(1993), as well as on the Board of Governors and
created the Long Range Planning Committee. He has left his finger-
prints on the building itself.   An artisan, he built the model of the
Wadewitz yacht that holds a place of honor in the bar and sculpted
the bust of Commodore Wadewitz as well. Also, he built the coffee
table, carved the sign over the Jubilee Room and built a number of
the trophy bases and plaques in the club. 

Paul is a prolific writer and has contributed many articles to This
Old Boat among other boating and sailing magazines. He designed a
boat about which an article was published in Wooden Boat magazine.
An avid sailor, Paul has sailed to many distant ports, from Mexico to
Long Island, New York and the Bahamas and to Kentucky and
Tennessee on the Tenn-Tom Waterway, often times single-handedly.

Paul says the best thing about the club, in his eyes, is that it is a
safe place to keep a boat in the water but close to home and easy to
access. His advice to younger, newer members, is to get involved.
“Talk to people,” he says. “This is your club; as a member, you’re an
owner. Get on a committee, speak up in meetings, ask questions,

have an opinion and feel free to state it.”  
PC Barbara Brown grew up in Mobile and joined

FYC in the late 1980s, a few years after women
were first allowed to hold membership.  She had
spent time at the club years earlier sailing with an
uncle who was a member.  Barbara was elected the
first female commodore of FYC (2004), and led the
club into the beginning of the rebuilding after
Hurricane Katrina.  “During the storm we were in
the building gathering irreplaceable club treasures
when a huge log came through the bar window,
causing the west wall to collapse.  Prudently, we
exited the building.  Shortly thereafter, utlilizing
salvaged materials from the old building and from

beach debris, we fashioned a serviceable interim clubhouse by clos-
ing in the boat storage building.   Members volunteered and provid-
ed all the labor in this effort from the wiring to window installation.
It was an awful time and yet provided an opportunity for the mem-
bership to come together in common cause.” 

Barbara has served on just about every committee at the club,
including membership, associates, and the Board of Governors, and
she and her friend Sarah Johnston Cox have stayed active in the
social life of the club for years. Together, they put together a film
about the history of Fairhope Yacht Club which led to the 75th
Anniversary book  which chronicles the story of FYC in a beautiful
coffee-table format.  Barbara believes that the best thing about the
club is the people. “The members make the club” she says. “It
becomes a home away from home, and the people become an extend-
ed family. New members have to join in to become a part of the fam-
ily, and once they do, they will reap the full benefits of membership.”

PAST COMMODORES PAUL RING AND BARBARA BROWN ~By Sabe Fink
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WHAT’s Happening at the Club!
MEMBERSHIP MEETING
NIGHT Pasta Buffet! Choose the
pasta, sauce and ingredients you
like for $10 with desserts. 
WEEKLY/MONTHLY EVENTS:
SUNDAY FUN RACES: Join the
sailors who come out every Sunday
afternoon to compete and enjoy the
Bay, sign up at the Bar and meet
after the race to talk and refresh.
Race starts at 2pm and sails about
5nm on our compass course.
Monday night: POT LUCK: Meet
new and old members, share special
foods and enjoy the evening with
friends.
3rd Wednesday: BEER & BINGO:
spend a little time and maybe earn a
little extra!
3rd Friday: SEAFOOD JUBILEE:
Chef specials fresh from our Bay and
Gulf
3rd Sunday: PORCH SOCIAL-
BACK SEPTEMBER15
SEPTEMBER 12: ROMAN
STREET: join us for dinner in the

dining room while enjoying the
smooth sounds of our hometown
favorite, Roman Street.
SEPTEMBER 15: FYC: A
HISTORY FILM: a great way to
learn about our club and the peo-
ple who made it what it is today.
FOLLOWING: the Porch Siocial with
Them Again
SEPTEMBER 27/29: THE
WADEWITZ REGATTA: FYC cele-
brates the founder of our club with a
regatta with all the trimmings, intra-
club rivalries, music, and an opportu-
nity to join the fun!
OCTOBER 19: RING AROUND
THE BAY: A near-Marathon race
from one end of the bay to the other,
honoring PC Paul Ring, and  bring-
ing the Fall sailing season to a fitting
conclusion before the Winter weather
drops in.
OCTOBER 25: HALLOWEEN:
with Doc Rodgers and the Rock
Dodgers Band

INTRODUCING THE NEW
RESTAURANT MANAGER:

Chef Matthew Brown



Born in Glasgow, Scotland, in 1850, Sir
Thomas Lipton was best known for the tea
that bears his name and for his indomitable
spirit in attempting to win the America's Cup
in his famous Shamrocks. Some of the things
you may not know about the man perhaps de-
serves being mentioned since the greatest an-
nual regatta of the GYA bears his name. 
As a child, he was a cabin boy in the mer-

chant fleet, worked in a New England grocery
store, drove a mule-drawn streetcar in New
Orleans, travelled for a portrait firm, labored
on tobacco plantations in South Carolina and
Virginia, and, while still in his teens, returned
to Scotland to open his own grocery store. 
He was an innovator in publicity stunts for

advertising, once having a parade of pigs
dressed in kilts to advertise his Scottish bacon
and occasionally hiding gold coins in his
cheese and teabags to spur sales. This flair for
merchandising led him to be a millionaire by
the age of 21.  
Yachts were his passion and he built and

owned several; the most famous were the five
Shamrocks built to challenge for the America's

Cup. They made unsuccessful attempts in 1899, 1902,
1903, 1920 and 1930, with Shamrock IV coming the
closest, losing to Cornelius Vanderbilt's Resolute in
1920. 
Though Sir Thomas never emerged victorious in his

quest for the America's Cup, he gained admiration and
respect on both sides of the Atlantic for the sportsman-
ship he demonstrated in his losing efforts. This was best
demonstrated by the fact that following the 1930 event,
a Lipton Loving Cup Fund was established and, later
that year, Will Rogers presented an 18 karat gold cup to
Sir Thomas on behalf of the American people for his
good sportsmanship – the same year the Royal Yacht
Club of England conferred membership on Lipton in
recognition for what he had done for yachting in his
various America's Cup challenges. 
Those of us who have been participants or spectators

in the Labor Day weekend Lipton Regatta over the
years, are likewise, indebted to Sir Thomas for having
made yachting more meaningful to the yacht clubs of
the Gulf Yachting Association through his presentation
of the Lipton Challenge Trophy. 

--submitted by Kelly McGriff 

A tribute to the founder of the Challenge,
Sir Thomas Lipton



8/4 - A day that started out threaten-
ing stormy weather brought six boats
out to race. The start was delayed by
30 minutes to allow the threat to pass
and the course was set at E-SW-W-E.
The rains stayed mostly on shore and
kept the wind with them. As the rac-
ers gathered at the starting mark, the
bay was almost slick with little to no
wind. It was over an hour before the
first boat rounded the first mark!
By the long last leg, W to E, winds
had picked up to about 8 and a couple
of the boats enjoyed a long spinnaker

run to the finish. 
Equipment issues presented prob-
lems for a couple of boats and only 4
of those that signed up were able to
record finish times:
1st   Moonglade 4:39:51
2nd   Gypsy Wind 4:53:00
3rd   MOJO 4:54:30
4th   Liberty 4:55:45
DNS   Black Fin
DNF   Wanderer
8/11 -The August 11 race started out
as a calm, fairly windless afternoon.
Storm clouds could be seen across the
bay to the west and racers debated
the direction of the storm and it’s
potential impact on the race. Six
boats headed out to the start at the X
mark including a new competitor,

Chinook, a Pearson 26. 
At the starting mark, it was hot, the
winds were low and seas flat.
Chinook showed us how its done:
arriving early and throwing out the
anchor for a cooling pre-race swim.
The course was set at X-SW-SE-NE-
X, and six boats started out. The wind
started to build quickly after the start
and, by the last leg, the winds were
measured at a sustained 30k for over
2 hours according to the new wind
instruments on the E mark, rolling
seas were 3-4 feet and four boats had
abandoned the race. The remaining
two finished within a couple of min-
utes of each other and rushed back to
FYC in a light drizzle. 

Finishes were recorded as follows:
1st    MOJO 3:15:00
2nd  Gypsy Wind 3:17:45
DNF White Hawk, Damn Yankee,
Wanderer, Chinook.
8/18 -A slightly overcast day on
Sunday, August 18, made for a some-
what cooler day and brought winds
out of the SW at 12-15 for the dura-
tion of the race. Rolling seas of about
2 foot were not much of a factor for
the four boats that started the race.
The course was set at X-SW-NW-
NE-X and the fleet was off. Boats
sought the favored tack as all the
boats remained close as they made
their way around the marks for a fast
race in great wind.

Finishes were recorded as follows:
1st   Alouette 3:15:50
2nd   Gypsy Wind 3:16:00
3rd   MOJO 3:18:00

Damn Yankee DSQ
8/25 -Only five boats started the race
this week on an overcast day but what
a race it was! Great winds again this
week, moderate at the start but 18k
by the end of the race, made for a very
fast race.
With winds out of the south, the
course was set at X-S-E-N-X. 
A tight race with a pretty exciting
finish resulted in finishes recorded as
follows:
1st   Moving Target 3:15:12
2nd   Gypsy Wind 3:20:20
3rd   MOJO 3:20:23
4th   Moonglade 3:21:21
5th   Alouette 3:22

Club Sunday Racing: photos and reports~Tracy Hirsh

August Membership
Report

Accepted to Equity
Membership:

Marion Berg
Dave Crockett
Bob Kayser
Jason LaSource
Susan Luka
David Roberts
Kevin Russell
Steven Wierszalowski

Invited to Associate
Membership:

Will Duggar
Kris Gavin
Brian Kasch
Sean Kemper
Pree Middleton
Melina Moran
John Richardson
Brant Richerson
Jeff Robb

Invited to Transitional
Membership:

Elizabeth Pond
Welcome Aboard

Jill Godard
Membership Chair

How do you luau?
The luau was a hit. There was
close dancing, fire dancing, and
lots of smiling faces all around.
For all of you who missed it, we
plan to do it again next year! 
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Please support the Members whose Ads support the Mainsheet

HARBOR  REPORT
Just a gentle reminder that  Hurricane
Season is here. Please make sure all your

lines are secure and preparations are made. 
Do not wait until the last minute.

The FYC Hurricane Procedure can be found
on the web site. 

If you can’t access the website, please ask
the Office to provide you with it.


