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From the Commodore

Hello Everyone,
Hard to believe we are in
the month of July already.
We have had a lot of maintenance going on around the
club the past couple of
months. (decks being oiled,
painting of the club, parking
lot improvements at boat
barn area, etc.) Hope things
are looking good for you and
thank you for your patience.
Looking at issues with
safety. At the main building, upstairs on the deck
and in the building, we need
you to keep a close eye on
your children. They should
not be running around like
wild Indians. Many reasons
for this, we have dining
going on outside on the
deck, wait staff are moving
about with drinks and food
and are having to dodge
them; we have member that
are trying to enjoy themselves at the club. So please
be courteous to the other
members.
I hope everyone has a
great and safe July 4th
weekend.

Chris Dabney,
Commodore

Latitude: 30°32’29”N Longitude: 87°54’14”W

FYC Adventures at Challenge Cup!

Holly Murray, Cathy Cromartie,
Wes Stanley, Jennifer Stanley,
Joe Comer, Dave Strickland, John
Buziak. We had three great days
of racing in Gulfport, MS.

Skipper Dave Strickland did not miss a
beat as Past Commodore Cathy
Cromartie reboards the J24 after being
knocked off the boat during the leeward
mark rounding.

Father’s Day weekend the club

Moonglow finishes second overall in
class C. Crewing on the boat also were
three Buccaneer Yacht Club members,
Troy Cruthirds, Perry Hockaday and Sam
Wacker.

participated in the GYA
Challenge Cup, a regatta for
boats with PHRF ratings. There
are 4 classes of boats you can reg- Weather was great sunshine and
good wind all weekend. At the
ister for or do a three-boat team
end of the weekend, our C class
boat Moonglade a Person Flyer,
finished 2nd overall in its class.
Thank you to all who raced this
year and hope we can do it next
year. If you would like to sail in
this event in the future, please
contact Commodore Chris
Dabney.
Remarking on the standings for
the FYC Team, the team admitted,
like FYC does. The team for FYC beside the 2nd place in Class C,
included members, Chris Dabney, they did “Not well, last and next to
last.” Even so, thank you for repreDon Faircloth, Tracy Faircloth,
senting
FYC.
Scott Hartwell, Nate Hartwell,

On a Safety Note:
PC Cromartie said the crew that pulled her
back on board said that her LIFE JACKET
was what helped them get her back on the
boat! Don’t go out without yours!

Hurricane season is here! You can find out what you need do to
prepare your club, your boat and your family by downloading
the Hurricane Preparation lists from the Club website.
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The Layline ~ Sailing Director Holly Murray

Summer Sailing
is at Half-Time!

Summer camp has been going
great! The weather has offered
some challenging conditions but the
instructors have handled everything
well. Our Bay Buddy Camp has
been a fun for the younger children
with plenty to do on and around the
water. At the end of camp the
sailors get to show off their skills to
parents with a small boat parade. I
expect July camp will be just as successful.
I think we have fantastic instructors that are doing and excellent job
but I will have to give a shout out to
our counselors in training, (CIT).
They are here learning how to
become instructors while assisting
us in the needs of our campers:
Judson Gardner, Chandler
Taloney, Gavin Valentine, Emily
Allen, Ethan Agerton, Charlie
Tickle, Brockton Norris, Elijah
Healy, Nate Hartwell, Adler
Rux, Ava Cooke, Bowers
Patrick, William Rainer, Kai
McCullins, Robert Montgomery,
Walker Rux and Molly Dorman.
These CITs have done a great job
helping with camp. I look for to seeing what good instructors they will
make in the future.
The Jr. Lipton team has been practicing twice a week since the end of
May and will be attending several
events in preparation for the championship in August. We have appreciated the time and effort by Kevin
Northrop in coaching our juniors.

School’s Out 420 Circuit Chasers

FYC Juniors attended the Pontchatrain Schools Out Regatta
June 1-2. Winds were very light out of the south on both very
hot and sunny days. Both teams placed with Chandler Taloney
and Jospeh Dugas placing 2nd, pictured on the left, and Nate
Hartwell and Ava Chocke placing 3rd on the right! Great job
Juniors! Their next C420 circuit event will be Junior Olympics
in Pensacola June 28-29.

Junior Commodore’s Report

School wrapped up
for the year at the
end of May and
June has been a fairly busy month for
the juniors. The
summer kicked off with Luke Edmiston,
Kip Buck, and me obtaining the US
Sailing Level 1 Instruction Certification
so that we could then work as instructors for our Summer Sailing Camp.
Congratulations to Pete McGriff who
competed in the prestigious GYA US
Sailing Youth Champs (invitation only)
at Little Egg Harbor Yacht Club in
Beach Haven, NJ placing 5th in the
Laser Full Rig. Junior Robert
Montgomery sailed for FYC in the
Candler Regatta the first weekend of

June. That same weekend we sent two
boats to Pontchartrain Yacht Club for
the School’s Out Regatta. Chandler
Taloney and Joseph Dugas placed 2nd
and Nate Hartwell and Ava Cooke
placed 3rd in the 420s.
The Optis have been practicing regularly for J.O.s in Pensacola which will
be held the last weekend of June. Our
Junior Lipton Team has been practicing
at least twice weekly on the Viper as
well, getting ready for Junior Lipton’s
that will be held at Pass Christian
Yacht Club the first weekend of August.
Looking forward to the rest of the
summer on the water.
Parker French
Junior Commodore

Regatta Season at the club has
been very successful and very
busy the first half of the year!
Thanks to everyone that has
helped to make it a great success and many thanks to all of
the members for their patience
and understanding during these
events.
We get a little break over the
summer but our next big event
will be here before you know it!
Wadewitz happens September
27-29 which means 5 race courses on the water, lots of visitors,
entertainment and more.

Please understand that the
club will be very busy and parking will be limited on those days
with off-site parking and shuttles.
If you would like to help on
land or on the water with this
event please contact Rear
Commodore Philip Durant at
251-689-0100 or email rearcommodore@fairhopeyachtclub.com.
We are looking forward to making it a great success! Have a
great summer and join us as
Fall racing begins!

From the Rear Commodore:

Junior Regattas

Junior Olympic
Opti Circuit #3
Finn Circuit #3
PYC-June 29/30
GYA Meigs Regatta
Laser/Laser Radial
Circuit #3
420 Circuit #3
FWYC-July 6/7
GYA Summer Regatta
MYC-July 13/14
GYA Weatherly
GYC-July 27/28
GYA Junior Lipton
Championship
PCYC-Aug 3/4
GYA Knost Championship
PCYC-Aug 10/11
GYA Galloway Regatta
GYA Sunfish/Laser
Championship
Optimist Circuit #4
Laser/Laser Radial
Circuit #5
GYC-Aug 17/18
Rock Paper Scissors
Regatta
BSC-Aug 24/25
GYA Sir Thomas
Lipton Challenge
GYC-Aug 31/Sept 2
GYA Chappell-Stitt
Regatta
PYC-Sept 14/15
Gulf Coast Laser
Championship
PCYC-Sept 7/8
Back to School Regatta
Optimist Circuit #5
Finn Circuit #4
PontYC-Sept 14/15
GYA Wadewitz Regatta
Optimist Circuit #6
420 Circuit #5
Finn Circuit #5
FYC-Sept 28/29

Sun
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4-9pm(Bar)

Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation

1

6pm PotLuck
Meigs
8
Regatta-FWYC 6pm PotLuck

(251-928-8888 for Dinner Reservations)

Tue
4-9pm(Bar)

2

TacoTuesday!

Wed
4pm-9pm
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12
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Regatta-MYC 6pm PotLuck
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17
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23

24
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31

6pm PotLuck

28

Weatherly 28
Regatta-GYC 6pm PotLuck

TacoTuesday!

Taco Tuesday!
Taco Tuesday!

Bingo
6:30-8:30

Pool News!

Due to the increased use
of our club pool, our
bather load has increased
from previous years.
Increased bather load is
causing the chlorine level
in the pool to drop
throughout the day. To
boost the chlorine level
each day, the pool will be
closed every day from
12:00 PM-1:00 PM in
order to shock the pool

Sat
11am-10pm

5

at the Club

Meetings
6:30 JrYC
7:30 Equity

9

TacoTuesday!

Fri
11am-10pm

3Membership 4 Family Day

7

22

Thu
4pm-9pm

until we figure out a better solution to this new
problem. Please enjoy
lunch under the club or in
the restaurant while this
important maintenance is
completed each day. Pool
attendants will be reminding everyone about 11:45
AM that the pool will be
shut down to shock the
pool from 12 PM- 1PM.
Sorry for any inconvenience this may cause.

6

Meigs
Regatta-FWYC

Movie Night
6:30pm

Seafood
Jubil ee

Summer
Regatta-MYC

Weatherly
Regatta-GYC

August is the month of GYA Championships, Junior
Lipton, Knost and Lipton Challenge and our teams will
be training on the water. Watch them from the Porch!

Music for a Summer evening

Doc Rogers and his Rock-Dodging
Band took on the night to bring a
Welcome To Summer dance to the
membership.
A crowd of members gathered in
the Ball Room even before the official
start to hear and enjoy the music.
Whether you came to dance, listen or
enjoy the bar and dining room, the
sounds filled the club and brought
smiles to everyone!
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Fri
11am-10pm

1

Hurricane Season is here but so far has been quiet. Do
not be lulled by the lack of activity in the Gulf or panic
from weathermen with not much to track. Be prepared!

4
Jr Lipton
PCYC

Thu
4pm-9pm

Membership
Committee
Bingo
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3
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WHAT’s Happening at the Club!

MEMBERSHIP MEETING
NIGHT Pasta Buffet! Choose the
pasta, sauce and ingredients you
like for $10 with desserts.
WEEKLY/MONTHLY
EVENTS:
SUNDAY FUN RACES: Join the
sailors who come out every
Sunday afternoon to compete and
enjoy the Bay, sign up at the Bar
and meet after the race to talk
and refresh. Race starts at 2pm
and sails about 5nm on our compass course.
Monday night: POT LUCK:
Meet new and old members,
share special foods and enjoy the
evening with friends.
Tuesday Night: TACOS: Sunset
and tacos at the Club, 6:30pm.
3rd Wednesday: BEER &
BINGO: Take a chance and try
the bingo, even a chance to earn a
little extra with friends and sample the many beers the bar has to
offer.

Sat
11am-10pm

2nd Friday: MOVIE NIGHT:
Young member-approved movies
and kid-approved supper while
you enjoy the dinner in the
Dining Room. 6:30pm.
3rd Friday: SEAFOOD
JUBILEE: The freshest and best
the Bay has to offer with Chef
Specials and tried and true
favorites.
3rd Sunday: PORCH SOCIALCANCELLED UNTIL FALL
JULY 4, FAMILY DAY AT THE
CLUB: Take a spot on the beach
for your tent, grab a chair
at the pool, relax on the
porch with a cool drink or
get in a boat for the best
fireworks display view on
the bay; the bar and pool will be
open until 6:30!
JULY REGATTA TEAM PRACTICES: Our Juniors and Ladies
will be on the bay this month practicing in the new boats for the
upcoming August GYA

Championship Regattas, Junior
Lipton, Knost and the grandfather
of all GYA regattas, Sir Thomas
Lipton’s Challenge. These 3 regattas bring out the best sailors in the
GYA competing for the honor and
our sailors are looking to bring
them home to FYC. They expect to
be out most afternoons and our
wide porch should be the place to
watch.
COMING IN AUGUST AND
LATER:
AUGUST 10- end of summer
Luau: come join us on the beach
listening to the sounds of steel
drums for a last summer splurge.
$25 per person for food, music, a
specialty drink, leis, games, and
more. Cash bar will also be up and
running in the gazebo.
SEPTEMBER 7- Roman Street:
join us for dinner in the dining
room while enjoying the smooth
sounds of our hometown favorite,
Roman Street.

HHH Harbor Hurricane Preparedness Plan HHH

This plan is on our web site, nine pages long and
very concise in the responsibility of each of us in
the face of immenent disaster. Those of us who
have followed these procedures over the years
with every class of disaster from high water and
sand in the parking lot to the distruction of
Katrina suggest that you download the plan and
keep it on hand to advise you both in your responsibilities to your club as well as your family and
possessions at home.
PREPARATION STARTS HERE:
The order of priority when preparing Fairhope
Yacht Club Harbor for a hurricane is (1) Protect
human life, (2) Seek to prevent or minimize personal injury, (3) Reduce the exposure of property
to damage, (4) Minimize damage to property that
cannot be relocated and (5) Seek to restore normal operations as quickly as possible.
The most critical task is securing boats, which
may move about and damage the harbor and
other boats. The harbor is not a viable sanctuary
for boats of any type during a direct hurricane
hit. The wet slips, dry and loft storage are not
designed to accommodate boats during heavy
winds and/or storm surge. These elements tend
to push and pound boats against pilings, docks,
and other vessels. Loft storage boats are in danger of being moved by wind or being lifted into
racks above with tide surge. Increased weight of
water-filled boats could collapse the rack system.
The Harbor Committee encourages early evacuation of all boats in dry and loft storage, and trailerable boats in wet slips.
Circumstances may prevent evacuation of some
boats. This Harbor Hurricane Preparedness Plan
(hereinafter referred to as the “Plan”), in addition
to describing evacuation procedures, outlines recommended practices for securing boats in the harbor. This Plan also describes procedures for communicating and carrying out hurricane response
for all other aspects of the harbor – before, during,

and after the storm.
Successful preparation for a hurricane depends
on how early and how orderly preparations are
made, even though the chances may be great
that the harbor will not suffer a direct hit. Boat
owners are encouraged to be aware of tropical
weather conditions. Preparation procedures
should be well underway during the U.S.
Weather Service Hurricane WATCH Phase. All
boats should be secured or evacuated by the time
a hurricane WARNING is issued. A last minute
call for area evacuation by the Emergency
Management Agency could prevent the necessary time to secure or evacuate a boat and properly secure the harbor.
Boat owners with a boat in a wet slip, dry or
loft storage are required to be familiar with this
plan. Timetables for implementing the various
stages of the plan will depend on the storm’s forward speed and direction, probability of a storm
hit, and the expected intensity of the storm.
Remember - to attempt to secure boats while
under storm influences is at the risk of lives. The
inconveniences of early action are a small price to
pay for safety.
Be aware that this Plan assumes a direct hit
(the eye passing directly over or within 25 miles
of the harbor) and may work only for lower category hurricanes. A direct hit by a Category II or
stronger storm could result in major damage to
the boats and harbor facilities. This Plan is
designed to limit the damage to the harbor and
boats. For a major storm this Plan may or may
not be adequate.
The complete plan for Hurricane Preparedness
on line will help you know what to do if you are
new to the seasonal weather events we annually
experience as the price we pay to live in this beautiful part of the world.

Club Sunday Racing

6/9: HAPPY UPCOMING
FATHER'S DAY to all the fathers
among our group. Just as a
reminder, there will be no official
race on the Sunday of Father's
Day so that all can spend the day
with their families.
A rainy week and what was supposed to be a rainy weekend last
week cleared on Sunday last and
6 boats signed in for a great race.
As the boats headed out to the
start, winds were light and the
waters smooth but winds built to
12 to 14 by the start, producing a
light chop. The course was set at
X-SW-NW-NE-X. Wanderer led
around the first three marks but,
with 5 boats passing that mark
within 45 seconds, the competition
was coming on fast. A few flew
spinakers on the downwind leg.
For the last leg of the race, the
winds were gusting up to 18 and
the waves had increased significantly. Early leaders fell back as

the fleet drew closer and positions
changed quickly. In the end, finish
times were recorded as follows:
1st White Hawk
3:16:25
2nd Tigress
3:17:20
3rd Damn Yankee
3:18:45
4th MOJO
3:19:00
5th Wanderer
3:20:00
6th Alouette
3:22:35
6/23: This was a beautiful day!
Winds were in the 13-18 range
and the weather was perfect. Five
boats raced but more could have if
they had had crew!
Finishes were reported as follows:
1st White Hawk
2nd Damn Yankee
3rd MOJO
4th Alouette
5th Wanderer
The next race is June 30. We will
skip the weekend after 4th of July
and resume racing on July 14.
Come on out and join us!

June Membership
Report

Invited to Associate
Membership:

Michael Meador
Alexa Turner
Brock Norris
David Moore
Patrick McKeough
Evan Clark
John Hailey
Tom Hutchings
Gerry Goffinet

Accepted to Equity
Membership:
Elizbeth Weldon
Dennis Hopkins
Tyler Neimeyer

Welcome Aboard

Jill Godard
Membership Chair

News about the GYA-100 Project

Are you curious about how the Gulf Yachting
Association got started? The history of the Sir
Thomas Lipton Challenge? In 2020 the GYA
will celebrate its 100th Anniversary. To celebrate its centennial, a weekend of events is
planned for Labor Day Weekend 2020 at
Southern Yacht Club and all of the GYA is
invited. Events include a re-enactment of the
first Lipton Challenge between Southern and
Pensacola Yacht Clubs, to be sailed in the Fish
Class sloop, and a 1920s type gala, just to
name two. More details on the celebration will
be forthcoming. Over the years, FYC has had
many sailors who have sailed in the Jr. Lipton

and/or the Lipton Challenge, competed in GYA
sanctioned regattas, have served, or currently
serve, on GYA committees, and five Past
Commodores of FYC have served as
Commodore of the GYA. Also to celebrate its
centennial, a 128-page, hard cover commemorative book is being written on the history of
the GYA, the Lipton Challenge and other
notable regattas of the GYA. FYC has prepurchased thirty books which will be available
in May 2020. The books are $50.00 each and
you can reserve your book in the FYC office.
You can pay for your book now or when you
pick it up - just be sure to reserve yours early.
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The Ships Store is

full of FYC identified items to show
your pride in your
Club!
Check with Pat!

