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From the Commodore

What a great way to end the
month of May with the Melges
24’s National Championship
Regatta at FYC. We had 35
boats and some outstanding
racing over four days. I would
like to thank all of our volunteers that helped to make it a
great success. We had numerous compliments about how
nice the club is and the great
hospitality of our members
and staff. Thank you to our
members for being patient as
we hosted the regatta. To
restate the Fairhope Yacht
Club mission: to support and
encourage the sport of sailing
and boating.
I would like to welcome our
new Front of the House
Manager Taylor Hopper. She
is an Army veteran who has a
great deal of restaurant and
planning knowledge. She is a
very nice person and I know
you will love her being at our
club.
Remember that the pool keycard system is active and you
will need to see Pat in the
office to get your card to access
the pool now. Also left pool
toys will be discard from the
pool. So please take your pool
toys home when you leave.

Chris Dabney,
Commodore

Latitude: 30°32’29”N Longitude: 87°54’14”W

The season begins with GYA Opening

The FYC team faced very challenging
conditions during Opening Regatta at
SYC. Saturday was partly cloudy, with
16 kt sustained winds gusting over 20
all afternoon and building. Due to the
weather, the race committee was only
able to get in two races on Saturday for
all classes. The Capdevielle team was
too light to compete for the day, while
the Open Viper group took first in
class.
Competitors woke up Sunday to find a
storm front bearing down on the New
Orleans area that hit the Lakeshore
area around 10:30AM. Since the rain

showed no sign of letting up before the
2PM cutoff, the race committee cancelled all races for the day and closed
the regatta.

The Melges National took all of us!

Only a week prior to this printing,
Fairhope Yacht Club put the finishing
touches on the Melges 24 US National
Championship. 160 Competitors on 35
teams came from all over the United
States and Canada to compete for the
title. The fleet posted very strong numbers, matching the largest regatta the
class has held so far in their circuit.
FYC awarded the Longest Distance
Travelled Trophy to the Mikey team
from Anacortes, WA, but others came
from as far as California, Illinois,
Ontario, Connecticut, and other distances far enough to make a reader
wince. Teams arrived as early as May
18 and practiced throughout the week,
leading up to three days of intense competition, from Friday through Sunday.

August came early, with temperatures
in the 90's, intense sunlight and light to
moderate winds for all three days. At
the end of the event, Warcanoe from
Seattle took first overall, and 3 1/2
Men of Jacksonville won the Corinthian
Division.
The event and the Yacht Club
received rave reviews from competitors,
race officials, and the Melges class,
including top-notch sailors and professionals who have competed all over the
world. We heard many compliments
about the club’s hospitality, service,
and attention to detail. Many members,
volunteers, and Club staff put in a
great deal of time to make this event a
huge success. Thank you to all of you
who contributed so much to make this
such a great regatta!

Hurricane season is here! You can find out what you need do to
prepare your club, your boat and your family by downloading
the Hurricane Preparation lists from the Club website.

The Mainsheet is published
monthly by the Fairhope
Yacht Club, a member of
the Gulf Yachting Association and
United States Sailing Association. Circulation includes all Fairhope Yacht
Club members and GYA affiliated
clubs. The Mainsheet, Fairhope Yacht
Club, P.O. Box 1327, Fairhope, AL
36533, or e-mail to
mainsheet@fairhopeyachtclub.com by
the 20th of the month prior to publication.
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The Layline ~ Sailing Director Holly Murray

Summer is here! We are excited about camp this year and
events we will be attending
throughout the summer. Speaking of summer I would like to remind all of our members the
increase in children we will have
around our property, please be
mindfull of this as we come and
go at our club.
Our camp is full for the Optimist
class. I still have openings in the
Feva/420 class if you know of
anyone interested. I also have 3
racing 420 clinics scheduled this
summer, to register for this class
you must have previous sailing
experience. This will be a great
experience for learning or improving your high school sailing skills.
The Lasers,420s and Optimist
will attend the Junior Olympic

Festival to be held at Pensacola
Yacht Club June 28–30. Our Jr.
Lipton team will be practicing
every Monday and Wednesday
afternoons from 4-7:30 for their
championship. We have a large
enthusiastic group of sailors that
are bring quality work ethic and
positive attitudes to every practice. I am sure they will make us
proud.
I hope everyone has a great
summer, see you on the water!

More Melges pictures

Melges pictures were
provided by Raymond
Long and Kristin Koppen among others.
Thanks to all.

Melges continued

Joe Comer reports from Opti Team Trials

Joe Comer recently attended the
USODA Optimist Team Trials in
Marina del Rey, California finishing in the top 50% of silver fleet.
He tells a little bit about his experience in an interview with Coach
Holly below:

I qualified for team trials at the
USODA Nationals in Pensacola
last summer by finishing in the
top 50% of the 300 boats that
attended the event. I also traveled
to the USODA Southeast Champs
in Atlanta, GA where I qualified
and finished in the top 25%.
The Trials were raced out of
California Yacht Club which had
a massive harbor that seemed ten

times larger than Fairhope. It is
probably my favorite place I've
sailed so far. There were moderate winds 10-12 knots every day
with temperatures in the mid to
upper 60s. The most exciting on
the water experience at Team
Trials was the WAVES!!! There
were large mixed swells 2-3 feet
high with chop on top of the
swells.
I was practicing for the first 3
days and racing for 4 days with
only one day off in between. We
toured Hollywood and ate on the
Santa Monica pier which was a lot
of fun.
I would really like to qualify for
the USODA National Team at the
2020 Team Trials.

when things need to be done . . .

find people who will do it! Thanks!

Junior Regattas

GYA Candler Regatta
StABYC-Jun 1/2
School’s Out
420 Circuit #2
Laser/Laser Radial
Circuit #3
Finn Circuit #2
PontYC-Jun 1/2
Junior Olympic
Opti Circuit #3
420 Circuit #3
PYC-Jun 29/30
GYA Meigs Regatta
Laser/Laser Radial
Circuit #3
Finn Circuit #3
FWYC-July 6/7
GYA Summer Regatta
MYC-July 13/14
GYA Weatherly
GYC-July 27/28
GYA Junior Lipton
Championship
PCYC-Aug 3/4
GYA Knost Championship
PCYC-Aug 10/11
GYA Galloway Regatta
GYA Sunfish/Laser
Championship
Optimist Circuit #4
Laser/Laser Radial
Circuit #5
GYC-Aug 17/18
Rock Paper Scissors
Regatta
BSC-Aug 24/25
GYA Sir Thomas
Lipton Challenge
GYC-Aug 31/Sept 2

The juniors would like to
thank the club for
your continued support.
Please feel free to email any
questions you have about
Optimist clinics,
high school sailing
or our summer programs to
holly@fairhopeyachtclub.com
or visit our website
FYC-junior-sailing.com.

Sun
11am-8pm

2

Mon
4-9pm(Bar)

Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation
(251-928-8888 for Dinner Reservations)

Tue
4-9pm(Bar)

Wed
4pm-9pm

Thu
4pm-9pm

June~2019

Fri
11am-10pm

We are entering the Summer activity season and we will have young sailors and
swimmers all over our property. Please watch out for them carefully as they
might not notice you if you drive carelessly!

3

9

1

6pm PotLuck

Taco Tuesday!

4

5Membership 6

7

8

10

11

12

14

15

6pm PotLuck

TacoTuesday

Meetings
6:30 JrYC
7:30 Equity

Membership
Committee

16
17
Father’s Day 6pm PotLuck

18

19

23

25

26

Challenge Cup

Sat
11am-10pm

24
30 6pm PotLuck

TacoTuesday

TacoTuesday

Bingo
6-8

13

GYA
Challenge
Cup-GYC

Movie Night

20

21

27

28

Seafood
Jubilee

GYA
Candler
StABYC

GYA

Summer’s Here
Dance

22

29
CasinoNight
7-10pm

WHAT’s Happening at the Club!

MEMBERSHIP MEETING
NIGHT Pasta Buffet! Choose the
pasta, sauce and ingredients you
like for $10 with desserts.
WEEKLY/MONTHLY EVENTS:
SUNDAY FUN RACES;
Monday night: POT LUCK;
Tuesday: TACOS;
3rd Wednesday: BEER &
BINGO;
2nd Friday: MOVIE NIGHT;
3rd Friday: SEAFOOD
JUBILEE;
3rd Sunday: PORCH SOCIAL;
JUNE 15, SALUTE THE BEGINNING OF SUMMER: Our own
Doc Rogers and his Rock Dodgers
will be at the Club to provide us
with a night of music and fun to celebrate the season. Dine at the Club
and dance into the night.
JUNE 16, FATHER’S DAY
BUFFET: A special meal designed
to please the manly members of the
crew and allow Mom to join the fun
at the beach or on a boat.

JUNE 29: CASINO NIGHT 7-10
pm. With heavy hors d’oeuvres, live
music and gaming tables, let’s get
ready to roll Vegas style! Dress in
your best 70’s casino wear and enjoy
a night of gaming and dancing. The
Jazzabouts will be playing.
JULY 4, FAMILY DAY AT THE
CLUB: Take a spot on the
beach for your tent, grab a
chair at the pool, relax on
the porch with a cool
drink or get in a boat for
the best fireworks display view on
the bay; the bar and pool will be
open until 6:30 and there may be
other specials offered. Watch for the
e-blasts!
JULY REGATTA PRACTICES:
Our Juniors and Ladies will be on
the bay this month practicing for
the Junior Lipton and the Knost.
These 2 regattas bring out the best
sailors in the GYA competing for
the honor and our sailors are looking to bring them home to FYC.
They expect to be out most after-

noons and our wide porch should be
the place to watch.
SCHOOL IS OUT AND WE
HAVE CHILDREN IN THE
PARKING LOTS: Please take care
to drive slowly and carefully
through the Club lots. Our young
sailors may not be as alert as we
need them to be!

The Mud Bugs reign!

Celebrating the coming of Summer,
Chef Jacob and the entertainment
committee brought a pile of the red
crawlers and flavorful veggies to the
Annual Crawfish Boil.
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The Safety and Insurance Committee Report

Recently we had a gatecrasher injured at the gate. I
was in line behind him so I got involved. He was on a
Harley; both arms of the gate hit him drawing blood on
his left forearm. The Harley was struck, too, knocking
the arm off the gate. He ended up laying the Harley
down and could not get it started. As I passed by him, I
offered him my FIRST AID KIT. He declined at that
time and replied “The gate should not be there.” He
was mad at himself and looking for someone to blame.
Chris pushed him around parking lot until the Harley
cranked, so this made things better and I again offered
FIRST AID recommending that we clean his arm up
and evaluate the injury while stopping the bleeding.
He declined and went to his Dr. It was reported later
that stiches were not needed. Thanks to Chris and
Zane for putting the arm back on the gate.
Drivers run or crash the gate for a couple of different
reasons. Some are non-members and they attempt to
pass through with another vehicle. They may make it.
You may want to help non-member crew and guests
with where and how to park. This does not mean if you
are hosting a function you let everyone in. We do not
allow all your guests to park in the members parking
lot which is for MEMBERS ONLY!
Sooo, what should be done? Well, Safety is looking for
protective padding for the gate arms. What our
Insurance Coverage wants FYC to do is have Fairhope
Police complete an accident report! Please understand
FYC will not pay for damage to you or your vehicle but
rather we will be looking to you to pay for damage to
our gate.
David Barr
Chair, Safety committee
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Associate Workparty Day a success

The Associate work day, on Saturday, May 4,
was a huge success! We had a great turn out
from our associates, and much cleanup was
done to prepare the club for the upcoming
Children’s Cup Regatta and the Melges
National Championship Regatta. It takes
everyone pitching in to make our yacht club
the special place it is. Thank you to everyone
that showed up and helped; we appreciate
you! If you are interested in being a part of
future work days, please email Chad Smith
at chad36526@yahoo.com to get on the list.

FYC Auxiliary
Scholarship
Committee awarded this year scholarship to Mary Helene Hall,
daughter of member David
Hall and Pam Hall.

Auxillary Report

Mary Helene is an outstanding graduate of Bayside
Academy where she served as
member of Service Club, Key
Club, Art Guild & Government
Club. She received the Jeanne
Yancey Service Award,
Leadership Award and
National Honor Society.
Miss Hall will be attending
Mercer University in the fall
where she will be studying
Journalism.
The Scholarship Luncheon was
well attended with many
guests to honor this selected
recipient. It was our pleasure

to meet and get to know this
outstanding young lady and
her family.

The Scholrship Committee,
above, Marianne Williams,
Kate Gibson, Darlene Sirmon
with Honoree Mary Helene Hall
her mother, Pam Hall, Marilyn
Mears & CY Fitzpatrick

The Annual Children’s Cup Regatta and Party

The 9th
Annual
Children's
Cup Regatta
held on May
11th was a
huge success even with a very
rainy start! By race time the
skies were clear and sunny and
we had the most boats in the
history of this event - close to
50! All together the event
raised $20,000! We had several patient families visit and
visitors from neighboring yacht
clubs as well.

Everyone at Children's of
Alabama is so grateful! Thank
you so much to the race committee, all silent auction

donors, Doc Rogers, the FYC
for doing an amazing job and
hosting, and everyone who
came out to support! Next
year will be our 10th annual
event so stay tuned!

Above, in back is 1st Place
PHRF winner Dave Strickland
on Jus’ Magic. 2nd Place PHRF
went to Maxwell & Craig
Faircloth, Harbour & Noah
Wacker on Moonglade.
Additionally the
Murder Mystery
Dinner Theater
was held April
20th raised about
$4800! The Whodunnits did a
hilarious play set in a funeral
home. 100% of proceeds from
both events will go directly to
patient care at our hospital!
We are so grateful for
Fairhope Yacht Club and the
wonderful members and staff!

Club Sunday Racing

5/5: Another great day for sailing,
and racing. Sunny, comfortable
temperature, and winds 10 to 12
knots. The course was a little different (but still the required
approx. 5 nm) set at X-N-S-X-E
and 8 boats participated. White
Hawk continues to be the boat to
beat (Keep up the good work Ben)
but Tigress was only 12 seconds
behind, followed by Alouette just
over a minute later. We have now
completed 7 races in the Series
with the standings as follows:
RACERS
White Hawk
29 points
Tigress
19 points
FNG
9 points
Damn Yankee
8 points
MOJO
4 points
Faster Pussy Cat
4 points
Wanderer
2 points
CRUISERS
Alouette
17 points
Gypsy Wind
12 points
5/19 What a day. All week the
weather report said it might rain.
On Saturday and Sunday they
said Not So Much. Then at 1 PM
Sunday it looked possibly ok
except for that black cloud over

Mobile. It was decided to start
the race and keep our eye on the
black cloud. 7 boats came out to
mix it up and the course was set
at X-S-E-N-X in 10 to 12 knots of
wind. During the 2nd leg of the
race the Big Black Cloud got bigger and closer with another one
right behind it. The gusts picked
up and it was decided to shorten
the race and finish at E right by
the Club House. There was a
mad dash to the finish as all the
boats were very close to each
other and caught a little bit of
rain. Everyone did get in safely
as the storm dissipated.
Then the Score Keeper's nightmare began as he discovered the
results would have to be adjusted
to account for a 2.57 nm race
rather than the usual 5.22 nm
race. He decided to use a 50 %
length factor for ease (ha ha) of
calculation rather than 49% with
the following results: Good Job
Damn Yankee 1st, Alouette 2nd,
and Wanderer 3rd. MOJO in 6th
place was only 2 Min 45 Seconds
behind 1st place. That's what
FUN Racing is all about.

More Dauphin Island adventures

These pictures came in late but I
think you’ll enjoy them

We have 2 remaining Sunday
Races: June 23; June 30. 2nd
Series starts July 14.

A fantastic crew of Sunday sailors on
the hoists captained by Chappie
Chapman was one of the prime contributions to the success we enjoyed
for the Melges Championship Regatta

May Membership
Report

Invited to Associate
Membership:

Faye Wyatt
Jason Determan
David Johnson
Michell Dugas
Shawn Bosarge
George Huckabay
Gregory Guarsco
Tyler Garner
Miles Cook
Casey Mcintosh
Paul Watkins
John Cocke
William Montgomery
Todd Edmiston
Barbara Ladnier
Edward Laurendine
Henry Smith
Cynthia Wallace

Accepted to Equity
Membership:

Bowen Wier
Fredrick Peterson
Stephen Delhunty
Alix Donghi
Robert Gibson
Richard Swanson
Jonathan Carrigan
Suzanne Cunmmings
James Gardner

Welcome Aboard

Jill Godard
Membership Chair

Please support the Members whose Ads support the Mainsheet

W. Holt Naff

Financial Advisor
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The Ships Store is
full of FYC identified items to show
your pride in
your Club!
Check with Pat!

