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From the Commodore

2 MONTHS OF RACING AHEAD!

Latitude: 30°32’29”N Longitude: 87°54’14”W

We may just be saying goodbye to February, but it's warm, and
Spring is already upon us. The next three months may prove to be the
busiest sailboat racing season the club has seen in a while. We will
start off with an event every other weekend, but by April & May, we
will be hosting a racing event nearly every single weekend! In all,
Fairhope Yacht Club will host ten races & regattas between the first
of March and Memorial Day. I won't hit you with all of them here, but
here's what we have on the schedule for March and April:
March 9-11 - Optimist Gulf Coast
Championship: We will host about 80
young sailors and their families this weekend in the USODA's annual event for our
region. We will barricade off a portion of
the main lot to allow space for boat parking and vendor trailers that will support
the event. Access to the boat ramp will be
restricted this weekend. Parking will be
very limited, but we will offer offsite parking at Fairhope Elementary School as an alternative.
March 24-25 - Dogwood Regatta: Our
first annual regatta of the season hosting
the "big boats" and several one design
classes. Expect increased traffic, no restrictions.
April 7-9 - Finn National
Championship / Wet & Cool Youth
Regatta: We're hosting two events in a
single weekend this time! We plan to barricade a portion of the lot for Finn parking,
but it will be subject to the number of participants. We expect the Wet
& Cool activity to stay primarily at the boat barn.
April 21 - Dauphin Island Warm-up Race: We will be preparing
for the big one this weekend.
April 27-28 - Dauphin Island Race: Expect extra activity at the
club on Friday, April 27 as we host the Skippers' Meeting for the
Dauphin Island Race. Offsite parking will be available.
We will have three more events in May that I will begin detailing in
next month's Mainsheet. For all of these weekends, expect increased
activity around the club. I thank you for your patience regarding this.
We have a fantastic venue for hosting races, and it's a great thing to
Thank you, see large fleets sailing and competing out in front of our club.
Randy Fitz-Wainwright,
Continued on Page 4

As we enter Spring we are
entering a busy time for our
Race Committees. We have a
lot coming up starting with the
Opti Gulf Coast Championship
and Dogwood this month.
These will be followed by Wet
& Cool, the Finn Nationals
and of course Dauphin Island,
I know that Rear Commodore
Scott Hartwell will need a lot
of help so if you have ever
wanted to get involved this is
the perfect time. We have several projects that will be getting started soon. We will be
putting down gravel in the
Boat Barn parking area, we
should not have to move any
boats for this. We will be getting the end of the pier jetted
down. We will also be putting
a new fence around the baby
pool and play ground.
Hopefully we can get these
done without hindering anyones use of these areas. We
also have some planting projects as well as getting everything ready for the up coming
regattas, so be on a look out
for Eblasts and try to come out
and help.
While the club will be busy
with this regatta season and
the extra traffic it brings, let’s
show our guest FYC’s hospitality at it’s best.

***ATTENTION DRY SLIP OWNERS AND BOAT RAMP USERS***
From March 9-11, access to trailers parked on the main lot will be
restricted. Any owner wishing to access their boat for that weekend must
launch their boat or move their trailer no later than Thursday, March 8th.
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The Layline ~ Sailing Director Holly Murray

With all this
warm weather
one cannot help
but think of summer. The camp
dates are set,
and registration
will be opening
soon. You can find the dates
and camp descriptions online,
you may also find a link where
you may leave me your email
address. I will email everyone
the day camp opens for registration. Along with summer
camp will have our bay buddy
returning this summer.
Designed for the younger children ages 5-7 to experience
boating, sailing, kayaking and
fishing along with other fun
activities. Be sure to join the
fun this summer!
Open sail will start Wednesday
afternoons in April for sailors
that want to get an early start
on the summer season. There
is a small fee of $5 per sailor to
cover the cost of safety boat
that is provided.

March is an exciting time for
our Opti team since we are
hosting the USODA Gulf Coast
Championship. We have 7
sailors that have been training
hard the past few weeks
preparing for this event. We

are attending the Alfonso
Regatta at Gulfport Yacht Club
as a warm up for the team
March 3rd and 4th. Please
wish our sailors the best of
luck. Nate Hartwell, Cruz
Dabney, Chandler Taloney,
Emily Allen, Taylor Hunley
and Coleman Kennedy will all
represent our club at this
event.

I would like to set up some
adult sailing lessons this
spring for all interested parties, if you would please contact me by phone or email if
you would be interested. Time
and dates have not been set,
but we would like to start the
classes starting in April.

This is going to be a fantastic
year of sailing for all that wish
to get involved. Hope to see you
on the water soon!

Junior Commodore’s Report

Hello members! Hopefully you
have all stayed active on the water
and at the yacht club this month,
because our juniors certainly have.
The Optis have been hard at work
practicing for their Gulf Coast
Championship here on our home
turf. I wish the entire group the
best of luck and am anxious to see
how they perform March 10-11.
Our high school team has also
been practicing throughout the
month getting ready for the
Mallory/Baker qualifiers in
Houston later this spring.

Finally, we had three laser
sailors that attended the
Midwinters East in Clearwater,
Florida from the 22nd-25th. We
had Sara Boyd, Camille McGriff,
and myself representing FYC in
the 4.7, radial, and full rig classes,
respectively. All three of our
sailors put on a respectable showing and we are so glad they
attended. Hope to see you all on
the water next month!
Pete McGriff
Junior Commodore

Our Juniors compete at Laser Midwinters East!

Lasers on the start at Laser Mid-Winters in Clearwater, FL, Feb. 2225. FYC Juniors Camille and Pete McGriff, and Sara Boyd represented our club at this major Laser Regatta.

Photos from Phil Boyd& Elizabeth
McGriff

Sun
11am-8pm

Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation

(251-928-8888 for Dinner Reservations) Happy Hours 4-7pm EVERY NIGHT!

Mon
4-9pm(Bar)

Tue
4-9pm(Bar)

Wed
4pm-9pm

March~2018
1

Look for Weekly Specials for Spring
in E-Blasts from Chef Jacob

4

5

6pm PotLuck

11

6Taco Tuesday! 7

GYA Opti 12
Championship 6pm PotLuck

13

18

19

25
Dogwood
Regatta

26

Porch Socia l
5-7pm

6pm PotLuck
6pm PotLuck

Thu
4pm-9pm

Regatta
Comm.
6:30

Pasta Bar

6:30 JrYC
7:30 M’ship
Meeting

Fri
11am-10pm

2

8

Auxillary
Lunch
11:30

9

Sat
11am-10pm
3
Curl up
and dye

GYA Opti 10 GYA Opti
Championship Championship
Movie Night
6:30pm

14

15

16

17

20

21

22

23

27

28

29

30

24
Dogwood
Regatta

Taco Tuesday!

Taco Tuesday!
Taco Tuesday!

Membership
Comm.

Beer & Bingo
6:30-8:30

Seafood
Jubil ee

31

Five Major Races in Two Months!

March 9-11 ~

March 24-25

~

Dogwood
Regatta
Continued from Page 1

If you would like to volunteer
to help with our efforts, we are
always looking for help, both
on and off shore. On February
24th, we hosted a Race
Committee clinic at the club to
detail how we run races on the
water and what they can do to
help. Thank you to all who
attended!
Anyone interested in volunteering, please contact me at
rearcommodore@fairhopeyachtclub.com or 251-510-1532. I
look forward to hearing from
you!
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WHAT’s Happening at the Club!

MEMBERSHIP MEETING
NIGHT Pasta Buffet! Choose the
pasta, sauce and ingredients you
like for $10.
SUNDAY FUN RACES: Join
us! Sign in at the bar to know
your handicap. Join the after-sailing fun at the bar to talk about
your race.
Monday night POT LUCK:
6:00, Bring a dish and meet FYC
members.
TACOS on Tuesday: Sunset on
the Bay and tacos. What could be
better!
3rd Wednesdays: BEER &
BINGO starts again in January.
6:30 to 8:30 for fun with friends!
3rd Thursdays: REGATTA
COMMITTEE meets to plan and
support club and GYA racing
events. Everyone is invited to join
the fun.
1st Fridays: AUXILIARY
LUNCH 11:30 each First Friday,
with lunch and programs that are
designed to expand participation
in the club.
2nd Fridays: MOVIE NIGHT

Sat
11am-10pm

and supper for our young members while you enjoy the service
in the Dining Room.
3rd Fridays: SEAFOOD
JUBILEE right out of the Bay
and Gulf, the tastiest dishes our
Chef can offer
3rd Sundays: PORCH
SOCIAL: Now that Spring is
warming us up, the hours return
to 6-8. Come join you friends as
we welcome the sun’s return.
MARCH 9/11: OPTIMIST
GULF COAST
CHAMPIONSHIP Our first big
test for the Race & Regatta committee will bring the youngest
sailors from across the GYA to
compete off our beachs. This will
fill the parking lot and beach
area with some of the best future
sailors of the GYA. Join us as
race committee, mark prep, chase
boats, registers, and best of all,
observers
of some
highly competitive
sailing!

MARCH 24/25: DOGWOOD
REGATTA The big Spring
Regatta with more than 5 race
courses! A lot of on-water as well
as on-shore volunteers will be
needed. Contact Rear Commodore
Scott Hartewell to find out how
you can help!
APRIL 6-8: FINN NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIP Expecting a
major fleet of sailors from across
the Gulf area as well as the
nation. meet the top sailors in the
Finn Class,
APRIL 7/8: WET ‘N COOL
REGATTA Our Junior regatta
that brings GYA Juniors from all
the coast yacht clubs to sail off
our beaches.
These two regattas will fill our
parking lots and beaches with
serious sailors of different ages.
Please be prepared to meet wet
sailors walking around the parking lot, moving small boats on
trailers and more interested in
talking about the just finished
race than where they are walking!

Mardi Gras invaded FYC
We didn’t have a great
crowd with the rain but we
followed the Bay City Brass
Band through the clubhouse,
tossing beads and MoonPies
to anyone we found. People
wandered in and out, sampling the buffet Chef Jacob
put out and dancing and
singing along with the band.

It’s getting to be beach time again!
RECOGNIZE THE WATER CONDITION WARNINGS
Do you know where the warning is for FYC beaches?
Do you know what the colors mean?
Do you remember to look before you swim in the Bay?
Remember that NO SWIMMING or DIVING
is permitted in the HARBOR!
The POOL RULES are posted on the Pool Gate
and will be inforced.

photos from Chris Francendese

Sunday Sailing Report

2/18/18: We had everything we
needed to finally get our Spring
Series started: Sunny, upper
70's, and 9 boats anxious to go.
Everything except WIND.
However after a 15 minute delay
a wind line from the SW indicated that the sea-breeze was starting to form, and it did develop
into a nice 8 knot blow. The
course was set at X-SW-NW-NEX with marks to Starboard so
that we could sail "off-shore" a
little for a steadier breeze. It
was a Fun race with boats
spread out enough for room, but
close enough to give you hope.
When all was said and done
White Hawk won the GOLD
(Another good job, Ben and
crew), with the SILVER going to
Tigress, and the BRONZE to
Damn Yankee.

2/25/18:It was the kind of day
you need to watch the weather.
Not the Weather Men, the actual
weather. Four different forecasters all predicted the wind to be 6
to 13 knots all from the SSE to S
to SSW. It was actually from
the NE ALL DAY LONG building to around 18 knots which did
make for a great sail and race
for the four S2 boats and Jack.
The course was set X-NE-NWSW-X and all the boats finished
within 8 minutes of each other.
White Hawk lead the way
(Another Gold for Ben) with
Wanderer getting the Silver, and
Gypsy Wind the Bronze. Fun
was had by all. Hopefully good
ACTUAL Weather will allow for
more participation next Sunday
3/4.
ATTENTION: You may or may
not be aware that the Club is
sponsoring the Gulf Coast
Championship Regatta 3/10 to
3/11 and expects 60 to 80 boats
which will make for lots of congestion in our parking lot with
lots of little kids running around.
Therefore we are CANCELING
our Sunday Fun Race 3/11. If
you would like something FUN

February 2018
Membership Report

Invited to Associate
Membership:
Ray Billups
Jonathan Carrigan
Suzanne Cummings
Kelly Sadler.
Invited to Equity
Membership:
William Booher
Michael Daniell
Karla Hardin
Jerry Ann McCarron
Iris Elaine Osborn
Ed Tonore
Miriam Willis.
Welcome Aboard

Mignon Bishop

Membership Chair

to do that week-end, you might
consider volunteering to help
with the Regatta. Let Scott
Hartwell know you would be
interested in doing something
and he will fix you right up.

The Welcome Mat is out!

FYC retirees have coffee at 9:30
every Tuesday and Thursday morning in the Boat Barn.
Photo thanks to John Bradshaw
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The Computer health of the Mainsheet
is maintained by The Computer
Doctors. Without their help, your Editor
who is Computer-illiterate would be in
serious trouble. We highly recommend
their work if you need computer assistance.
<marc@TheComputerDoctors.net>
251-955-5552

