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From the Commodore
We are coming to the end of summer if
not the end of the hot weather. Our
thoughts and prayers are with the people of Texas and Louisiana who are dealing with the aftermath of Harvey and
the deluge of rain they are experiencing.
We need to take this opportunity to
make sure that all of our own hurricane
prep is in order.
We will be working on the decking
around the pool expanding the back
side along the old infinity wall; this
should not effect anyones use of the
pool during the week but please be
aware that there may be a bit of noise.
Please remember that we are a volunteer organization, it is one of the ways
we keep our dues as low as they are.
This being said we do not have a maintance staff large enough to handle everyone’s messes, so if you eat at the pool or
under the club please make sure that
you dump your trash in the proper place
and return your dishes and glass ware
upstairs. If we all work together it makes
being at the club more enjoyable for
everyone.
We have our Lipton team competing
in Pass Christian, MS, Labor Day weekend, weather permitting, and we wish
them the best.
The Juniors have multiple clinics starting; information is available on the website. Our two high school teams,
Fairhope and St. Michael’s, are starting
back up so there will be a lot of sailing
going on as we enter the next season.

Once again we are ramping up for Wadewitz, the
largest regatta Fairhope hosts during the year with 6
or 7 race courses all being run at the same time. We
need a lot of volunteers both on the water and ashore
to make this event successful, if you are interested
please contact the Rear Commodore Scott Hartwell and
he will find you a spot to help. We want everyone to
join in with the festivities planned around the racing
but be prepared to possibly use the shuttle service as
we block off a third of the parking lot for sail boat
Thank you, parking. We have Ground Level Fall playing Saturday
Randy Fitz-Wainwright night, as well as kid friendly activities and food speCommodore cials, so come and join in.

The Wadewitz at the end on the month will bring sailors from
across the Gulf Yachting Association. Everyone is welcome to
join the fun and help with the event.
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The Layline ~ Sailing Director Holly Murray
We closed out the
summer season
with great successes. approximately
One hundred and
fifty eight sailors
went through sail
camp along with 36
Bay Buddies. I
would like to say the camp would
not of had such great success if it
were not for the hard working
instructors keeping the kids safe
while having a wonderful time.
We are already talking about
more improvements for next
summerís sailing camp.
At the end of July we had four
of our advance opti sailors head
out for Norfolk, Va. for the
USODA Optimist Nationals.
They competed with 330 boats
from across the nation in difficult
conditions, in four days of racing
there were not two days of similar wind or patterns. Each day
was a different direction making
conditions very challenging. We
came away with one of our
sailors making the team trial
qualifiers, and another missing it
by two spots. It was definitely a
learning experience for each of
the sailors as we get ready to
attend our fall events.
Congratulations to all the sailors
for their hard work, Nate
Hartwell, Joe Comer, Cruz

Dabney and Chandler Taloney
who was our TTQ sailor.
Best of luck as we move forward to our fall season. Our fall
registration is open, we have
learn to sail, learn to race, and
advanced optimist sailing along
with a 420 rookie clinic.
Registration is online at our website, most clinic days will be
Thursdays and Saturdays. We
are offering different payment
packages for you to choose from,
monthly, package of 4 or the fall
package. Please contact me if
you have any questions about fall
clinic.
Back in the spring we had a
great team race practice with the
high school, optimist and adult
sailors; we would like to bring
this opportunity to the fall each
month. It is open to anyone who
would like to practice team racing and we will divide the teams
up equally as best we can. Our
next Team Race Sunday is
September 17 at 2:00.
Thank you to all the kayak
owners who have registered their
kayaks, we will at this time start
cleaning up the area around the
kayaks and moving the non registered one off the property.
There is still a short amount of
time if you have not registered
your kayak to do it before it is
removed.

The Harbor awaiting another round of storms

Junior Commodore’s Report
It's been a busy August for the juniors as
we wrapped up our summer season and
head into fall!
Summer sailing ended with a bang the
first week of August. The next week, we
had our first ever Counselor Sail-Off,
where each counselor from the camp
invited our most promising sailors to sail
in their first ever regatta.
The weekend of August 20-21 was the
Galloway regatta in Gulfport. Our juniors
sent two lasers and our Opti team to represent us in the singlehanded-only regatta
and Laser sailor Pete McGriff won the
GYA Laser Championship for the second
year in a row! Camille McGriff came in
third in Laser Radials and top female
overall. Chandler Taloney came in second
in blue fleet.
High school sailing camp started the

week after Summer Sailing ended and lasted for four days. All members of the
Fairhope and St. Michael's team came
together for four days of intense practice
and team building to get excited to be
back in 420s! Season practices start on
September 5 and continue every Tuesday
and Wednesday throughout the fall.
There have also been events this summer
that did not make it into the mainsheet.
Pete McGriff qualified for the US Youth
Championship and participated in the
Laser in Corpus Christi in June, placing
12th overall. Pete and Camille also participated in the Brooke E. Gonzalez
Advanced Racing Clinic at Sail Newport
in June. This selective clinic gives sailors
the opportunity to work closely with college level coaches and perfect their racing
skills. The Area D qualifiers for Chubb

were also held in
June here at our
home yacht club.
Camille McGriff
and Sara Boyd
placed third in the
C420 fleet.
As summer
draws to a close
and we work with
our new green
fleet, we hope to
cultivate our new
sailors, both in
Optis and high school, to become
advanced racing sailors by the next summer racing season.
Congratulations to all our sailors that
raced this summer and we hope to see you
back in the fall!

Junior Olympic Regatta at Pensacola

The FYC Jr Team at Jr Olympics had 3 Green fleeters. Joe
Comer took 3rd in White Fleet and Nate Hartwell was 2nd in
Blue Fleet.
From left below, Taylor Huntley, Emily Allen & Coleman Kennedy

Galloway Regatta at Gulfport

Emily Allen rests after her first place finish in the second race
at Galloway
Coach Holly sits down the team down for some tactical planning before the racing.
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GET TO KNOW chEf JAcOB MERRITT, by Sabe Fink
Jacob Merritt, FYC’s new chef and kitchen
manager, wears a crisp black chef’s coat and a
ready smile. I can’t help but notice that everything in his kitchen is sparkling clean. Three
stockpots simmer on the stove-shrimp, beef,
and chicken-and the place smells a bit like
heaven. “I’ll be using the shrimp stock
tonight,” he says. “I’m doing mussels in a rich
broth, with wine and tomatoes, over pasta. I
think people are going to like it.”
This chef learned his craft at the hands of
others rather than in culinary school. “I grew
up watching and cooking with my parents and
grandmother, and I guess that was the best
training I could have,” he says. Merritt, who
was born in Mobile, has strong Alabama roots,
with his mother from Elberta and his father
from Gadsden. “We moved to Texas and then
Indiana, and I wanted to cook the Southern
food I was used to, stuff you couldn’t get in
Indiana, like grits,” he said. “My first restaurant job was in Indiana, where I washed dishes and fried chicken.”
Back in Alabama as a young man, Merritt
worked for several restaurants at the beach.
He peeled shrimp, cleaned and cut up fish,
tended bar, served customers, and bussed
tables. “It was learning by doing,” he says,
“and I sure learned a lot.” His next stop was
with the Cooper organization, first at Felix’s,
where he didn”t cook but concentrated on the
front of the house- learning the hospitality
part of the business, dealing with the cus-

tomers, understanding the flow, watching how
everything was done. From there he moved on
to Ruth’s Chris in Mobile, where he learned
about fine dining, about wine and wine pairings, and honed his bartending skills. He frequently worked other bar jobs on the side, putting money aside to open his own place. In
2014, he had an opportunity to buy a food
truck, and he jumped on it. The food truck was
named Geaux Boys, and it served all sorts of
po’boys- kind of fusion, cross-cultural New
Orleans cuisine. “Now that is a hard life,” he
laughs. “I was CEO, cook, bookkeeper, janitor,
truck mechanic. The food truck really taught
me the value of a dollar and helped me prepare for the future.”
The future, for Merritt, was the kitchen at
our neighbor across the bay, Mobile Yacht
Club, where he ran the kitchen from January
of 2016 until coming here. “That was a great
opportunity, and again, I learned a lot. I’m
eternally grateful that I found it,” he says, “in
part because it led me here to FYC.”
When I asked about his plans for FYC, he
replied, “Transparency, first of all. I want
everything to be open and above board. There’s
a lot of momentum, and we need to capitalize
on it. We need to maintain a sense of urgency,
not run from problems, not sleep on the job,
literally or figuratively, and we need to keep
evolving.” Merritt is working with the social
committee on a slate of special events such as
wine tastings, and on seasonal menus and spe-

cials for the dining room. “One area that I
really want to cultivate is the regatta crowd - I
want to support our sailors, particularly the
juniors, so they can win, and we can host more
events. I want to work with the race committee and the junior advisor, and the board and
bridge to plan things that keep our sailors and
their families, and competitors from other
clubs, right here enjoying our hospitality. Stay
tuned!”
When he’s not in the kitchen, Merritt can be
found at home with his wife Corey, and their
infant daughter Kohl. “Corey is my biggest
supporter,” he says, “and Kohl gives me a new
reason to do my absolute best, both here and
in the other parts of my life.” When you see
Chef Jacob greeting diners, getting feedback
on the specials, and connecting with members,
please give him a special welcome.

Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation

(251-928-8888 for Dinner Reservations) Happy Hours 4-7pm EVERY NIGHT!

Sun
11am-8pm

Mon
4-9pm(Bar)

Tue
4-9pm(Bar)

Wed
4pm-9pm

Thu
4pm-9pm

Fri
11am-10pm

Sat
11am-10pm

October~2017
1

Wadewitz
Regatta
6

2

3

6pm PotLuck

Taco Tuesday!

7

8

6pm PotLuck

14

13

Porch Social 6pm PotLuck
5-7pm

20

21

20

30

6pm PotLuck

Taco Tuesday!

15

4Pasta Buffet!

5

6

7

9

10

11

12

18

19

6:30 JrYC
7:30 M’ship
Meeting

Membership
Comm.

16

Taco Tuesday!

22

Taco Tuesday!

23

BEER &
BINGO
6:30-8:30

17

Movie Night
6:30pm

Regatta
Comm.
6:30

24

Seafood
Jubilee
25

26

6pm PotLuck

WHAT’s Happening at the Club!
MEMBERSHIP MEETING
NIGHT Pasta Buffet! Choose the
pasta, sauce and ingredients you like
for $10.
SUNDAY FUN RACES: Join us!
Sign in at the bar to know your handicap. Join the after-sailing fun at the bar
to talk about your race.
Monday night POT LUCK: 6:00,
Bring a dish and meet FYC members.
TACOS on Tuesday: Sunset on the
Bay and tacos. What could be better!
3rd Wednesdays: BEER & BINGO
6:30 to 8:30. Fun with friends and a
chance to win a pot!
3rd Thursdays: REGATTA COMMITTEE meets to plan and support
club and GYA racing events. Everyone
is invited to join the fun.
2nd Fridays: MOVIE NIGHT and
supper for our young members while
you enjoy the service in the Dining
Room.
SEPTEMBER 30/OCTOBER 1: Our
Special Regatta, the WADEWITZ, sailing this year for the 70th time. Big plans

for the celebration are being formed and
we hear that relatives of our founding
Commodore are planning to be present.
Any and all help will be welcomed
because of the many race courses and
sailors we are expecting. Racing will also
include a major National Sunfish Regatta
and the GYA Lightning Class Regional.
Rear Commodore Scott Hartwell will be
happy to find something for you to do!
PORCH SOCIAL: in August,for the

Social, Chef Jacob
had delicious food,
the music by Thom
Oglesby was great & everyone enjoyed the
steamy August evening!
SEPTEMBER 14: Enjoy the return of
Roman Street to the club, Thursday Sept
14 from 6-8pm, playing in the Dining
Room. Make your dinner reservations
early as this is always a packed house!

Membership Report
August 2017
Invited to Associate
Membership
Renea B. Canton
Matthew W. Goldman
Barbara Henry
Joe Kelly
Baxter Mayfield
Amy Ford Molyneux
Thomas P. Webb (Phil)
Dale Williams, Jr
Invited to Equity
Membership
James E. Beck Jr. (Jim)
Justin Chappell
Charlie Hill
Jeffrey Crosby Jackson
Luke Landry
Mark McCullins
Josh Montgomery
Eleanor Reeves
Richard A. Shaw (Chip)
Gloria Stewart
Edward L. Walsh (Ted)

Welcome Aboard
Mike Landers
Membership Chair

FYC JUNIORS AT OPTI NATIONAL IN VIRGINIA
Four of our advance Opti sailors competed at Norfolk, Va. in the USODA
Optimist Nationals against 330 boats
from across the nation, in four days of
racing. It was definitely a learning
experience for each of the sailors as
they continue their sailing careers.

At left, Cruz Dabney in action shot.
Above, FYC Junior team from left
to right- Chandler Tolonony, Cruz
Dabney, Joe Comer, Nate Hartwell

BAND JAM WAS A ROARING SUCCESS!
FYC has a lot of talent and many joined the
musicians well into the late evening. The music
was so enjoyable at Saturday night's Jam Session
that dancers filled the hall.
The kitchen staff coped beautifully wth the
crowd that came to eat, drink and make merry.
The one thing everyone agreed on, Let’s do it
again!

Sunday Sailing Report
SUNDAY FUN RACES
SUMMER SERIES comes to the end!
7/30: Oh what a beautiful day. It was a great day
for Sailing and Racing: Sunshine, Temp in mid
80's, low humidity, and winds of about 12 knots
to start, backing off to 10 knots at the finish.
The course was set at X-NW-SW-SE-X with 4
boats out to enjoy it. As usual, White Hawk got
around 1st (Nice job again Ben.) with Wanderer
2nd slightly ahead of Gypsy Wind in 3rd place.
Just 3 races to go in the Summer Series. Looks
like White Hawk will be hard to beat, but
Wanderer, Tigress, Skedadle, and Gypsy Wind all
have a shot at 2nd place. Keep your eye on the
weather and COME JOIN THE FUN.
8/6: Another beautiful day (No Thunderstorms)
Mid 80 temp. wind 10 to 12 knots. Course was
set at X-S-W-N-X and 5 boats were out to enjoy
it. White Hawk DID NOT WIN. Oh yeah
they weren't there. I told you Wanderer was
coming on strong and she WON. (Very Good
Ken-Keep up the Good Work.) Gypsy Wind was
2nd and Skedadle gave everyone an extra
Handicap and finished 3rd. Great to see Fleur de
Lis out racing.
Last week I said there were 3 races left in the
Summer Series but I was wrong so I'll say it
again...There are 3 races left in the Summer
Series: 8/13, 8/20, and 8/27. Looks like a battle
for 2nd Place between Wanderer, Skedadle, Gypsy
Wind, and Tigress.
8/13: They tell me "Patience is a Virtue. And it
was definitely worth waiting for the Sea Breeze
to come in Sunday as it was pretty calm at 2 PM.
The race was delayed for 15 minutes (Good
Call), and then started in about 5 knots of

breeze. Before it was over the wind had gotten
up to 10 to 12 knots which made for a nice day.
6 boats were lucky enough to be there and go
around the X-SW-NW-NE-X Course. It was
great to see Friday Night Gigilos on course flying
a Spinnaker. AND THEY WON! Good job
Bryon and company. White Hawk was back and
finished 2nd, with Wanderer in 3rd place.
8/20: Sunday was a REAL interesting day and it
didn't even have the sun going dark. The winds
were interesting in not exactly as forecast.
(Nothing really new here.) The winds were a
moderate 5 to 10 knots from the West to start
and ended up a pleasant 10 knots. 6 boats started on the interesting course of X-W-X-SW-X-E.
This was a 5 leg course and 3.4 % longer than the
standard 4 leg courses that our Staggered Start
Times are based on. Trying to be as accurate as
possible, Jack tells me that our Start Times for
the Sunday Races are based on a 5 Nautical Mile
Course +/- and that we need to use the actual
Finish Times for last Sunday's Race. Please find
them attached and revisions made. So
Whitehawk actually won the race by 10 Seconds.
Way to go Ben and crew.
PARTY
PARTY
PARTY for the
Spring Series after Sunday's Race which was
delayed due to Club Chef change.) Come and
tell your stories.
NO OFFICIAL RACE ON 9/3 due to Labor
Day Weekend. I'll look at Holidays and Regattas
and get out the FALL Series Race Schedule, next
week.
7/27: Another nice day for sailing. Hard to
believe but 4 different forecasts indicated the
wind would be from the NE around 7 to 8 knots

and it pretty much was. The weather system was
strong enough that the Sea Breeze never showed
up. The Start had to be delayed for 15 minutes
waiting for the wind to make up it's mind.
When we finally got going the course was set at
X-N-W-S-X. The Friday Night Gigilos were at it
again and won easily. (Nice job. Good to see
you out there.) Gypsy Wind was 2nd and
Wanderer 3rd. The Fat Lady Sang to end the
Summer Series with the following final
Standings:
Whitehawk
34 points
Wanderer
29 points
Gypsy Wind
22 points
Skedadle
15 points
Tigress
12 points
Dagnabit
11 points
Friday Night Gigilos 10 points
Damn Yankee
7 points
Sissy
2 points
Fiona
1 point
After the race it was PARTY TIME to give out
the awards for the SPRING SERIES. Great eats
and drinks were provided by the Club and Gift
Certificates from the Club Store were issued as
follows:
1st Place Whitehawk
$25
2nd Place Tigress
$20
3rd Place Bondo Flyer
$15
The Fall Series will start Sunday Sept 10th after
the Labor Day weekend. The Schedule will
work around the Holidays and 4 Regattas.
Looks like there will be plenty of sailing to take
advantage of the great Fall weather. I'll get the
schedule out next week. Stay tuned.

HHH-FROM THE FLEET SURGEON - Dr. Rick Childs-HHH
There are 2 types of vibrio bacteria
found in our local bays and Gulf during
the warm months from May to October.
V. haemolyticus causes most infections
that tend to be mild. V. vulnificus is
much more dangerous and can lead to
amputations and death. There have
been 5 confirmed cases in Mobile and
Baldwin counties this year. 2 infections
have been from eating raw oysters, 2
from an infected cut, and one from a
bait shrimp prick at the Fairhope pier.

Most cases from eating raw oysters
cause about 3 days of fever, chills,
abdominal pain, vomiting, and diarrhea,
but can be fatal in compromised people.
Infected wounds cause rapid and
expanding sores that can lead to amputations in as little as 48 hours. People
at most risk for serious or fatal infections are those with liver disease, diabetes, chronic hepatitis, and other conditions that cause a compromised
immune system.

Prevention is mostly common sense. If
you are an at-risk person, NEVER eat
raw oysters. During the hot months,
everyone should eat only cooked oysters.
Wash your hands after handling raw
seafood. Never enter the Gulf or bays
with an open wound. Immediately wash
and disinfect a wound that occurs in
these waters. Always seek immediate
attention for a skin infection after being
in the Gulf or bays, or for an illness that
occurs after eating raw oysters.

Please support the Members whose Ads support the Mainsheet

THE HARTY CARPENTER GROUP

W. Holt Naff
Financial Advisor
Merrill Lynch Pierce, Fenner & Smith Inc
NMLS ID: 1251059

The Computer health of the Mainsheet
is maintained by The Computer
Doctors. Without their help, your Editor
who is Computer-illiterate would be in
serious trouble. We highly recommend
their work if you need computer assistance.
<marc@TheComputerDoctors.net>
251-955-5552

