Mainsheet
Volume 49, Number 12, December, 2016

From the Commodore
It hardly seems like it's been two years
since I sat down to write my first column
as Commodore. I think I'm actually going
to miss the monthly e-mail reminders,
glares, and finally ultimatums from Nancy
Fitzpatrick as the deadline for the
Mainsheet approaches every month.
Thank you Nancy for your patience.
I also want to thank all the members of
my Bridge, the Board of Governors, and
the many many volunteers who made all
our regattas and events so successful. It's
really not hard serving as Commodore
when you have dedicated members
supporting our club. Many thanks to
Pauline, Rob, and each member of our
staff for always working so hard, and many
times late, to make our members feel special. Finally I want to especially recognize
and thank Pat for all the things that she
does that no one ever sees to help our club
run smoothly. Commodores come and go
but we can always count on you.
Please join me at our annual
Commodore’s Ball on December 10 to
celebrate our Past Commodores service
and our members contributions and
accomplishments. Also make your plans to
ring in the new year, and my last official
minutes as Commodore on New Year's
Eve. We have great bands for both events
and I look forward to seeing you there.
Don't worry. I've permanently retired the
wig and boots. Thank you again for the
privilege to serve as your Commodore. It's
been a great ride.
Gary Garner
Commodore

Latitude: 30°32’29”N Longitude: 87°54’14”W

Past Commodores come out to race

Seven Past Commodores showed up to race and enjoy the company of people who
have shared the role of guiding the club on good days, bad days and just fun days
when the trophy mug is passed up and down the table filled with the the winning
skipper’s beverage of choice, frequently named Mount Gay. This year’s winning PC
was Steve Odom.
Photos by Jacque McCants

Decking our halls

The Auxilliary spent Saturday after
Thanksgiving filling the club with the look
of Christmas

Semper Fi, Marines
Celebrating the 241th Birthday of the US
Marine Corp. FYC USMC Ret. members
including Gene Booth, PC Paul Ring,
Steve Delker and others watch as the cake
is sliced with an officers sword.

Commodore Gary Garner
requests the pleasure of your company at

The Annual Commodore’s Ball
7pm, Saturday, December 10, 2016

The Historian’s Report
The Mainsheet is published monthly
by the Fairhope Yacht Club, a member
of the Gulf Yachting Association and
United States Sailing Association.
Circulation includes all Fairhope Yacht
Club members and GYA affiliated
clubs. The Mainsheet, Fairhope Yacht
Club, P.O. Box 1327, Fairhope, AL
36533, or e-mail to
mainsheet@fairhopeyachtclub.com by
the 20th of the month prior to publication.
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We are now taking orders for the
commemorative book celebrating
the 75th anniversary of the founding of Fairhope Yacht Club.
You can order your copy now and
charge it to your club account. $50
per copy tax included. The book
will be available in March, 2017.

The Layline ~ Sailing Director Holly Murray
One may think with
winter on our doorstep
not much is happening
with sailing; nothing
could be further from the
truth. Besides the task of
laying out the 2017
schedule we have Laser
sailors traveling to Miami
for one of the largest youth events in the
US. Wish Camille and Pete McGriff, Sara
Boyd and Parker French the best of luck!
Also Winter Clinic will be starting Dec
17; you can find registration on our website. We will be hosting Optimist green
fleet, Optimist advance, Laser and 420. If
you have any question about registration,
please feel free to contact me.
Our FYC team had a good event at
USODA Opti Mid-Winter; they have
made some good improvements through
Fall Clinic and will be working hard this
winter for spring events. Sailing with us
on Lake Ponchartrain were Joe Comer,
Carter Smith, Nate Hartwell, Chandler
Taloney, Reed Carpenter and Evan
Garrison. Good job and good luck going
forward.
We are going to have an exciting year of
sailing in 2017 as we are hosting US Area
D Qualifier for Jr. Champs and the SEISA

If you are the owner of
either of these boats, we
are asking that you come
and remove them from
the rack within 60 days.
We have a growing fleet
of active sailors and they
need the ability to leave
their boats on site.

The FYC Opti Team at USODA MidWinter at SouthernYC Joe Comer,
Carter Smith, Nate Hartwell, Chandler
Taloney, Reed Carpenter and Evan
Garrison
Below; The fleet gathers in the fog
around their constant center, Holly!

Baker and Mallory Qualifier for ISSA. It
will a lot of work but also some great fun.
See you on the water!

Junior Commodore’s Report
It has been yet another exciting month for
the junior yacht club, and as the weather has
cooled off, our sailing season has heated up! I
hope that everyone has been enjoying the cool
weather and heavier winds that November
brings.
The high school team had an exciting
month, beginning with the Mississippi High
School Fleet Racing Championship in Pass
Christian, Mississippi. Nine teams from
Alabama, Louisiana, and Mississippi sent their
best to compete in two different 420 fleets
and one Laser fleet. Fairhope High School
took second in A fleet, first in B fleet, and second in C fleet for an overall standing of second, while St. Michael's Catholic High School
had an impressive first year performance in the
regatta with top five finishes in nine races.

Later in the month, the Fairhope High School
team raced at the Great Oaks Invitational
regatta in New Orleans against forty other
teams from around the country. After long
postponements, grueling conditions, and factors beyond their control, the team did well.
Congratulations sailors!
As the holiday season begins, it's important
for us to count our blessings and be thankful
for all that we've been given. As juniors, we're
grateful for so many things: beautiful weather
we can enjoy year round, a program that
allows us to train to the fullest extent of our
abilities, great facilities, not to mention the
club we gather in and around to join together
in fellowship and unity. But these are really
minor considering our real blessings: our parents, who without we could not make sailing

our pastime, sport,
and livelihood; our
teammates, who push
us to be better competitors and better
versions of ourselves;
the entire membership of Fairhope
Yacht Club for constantly supporting us
in our endeavors both local and national; and
of course, our coaches, who support us both in
sweet victory and painful loss. It is because of
all of you that we are able to do what we truly
love, and we want you to know that we are
thankful.
Camille McGriff,
Junior Commodore

Junior Calendar
FYCJR MEETING
1ST WED-6:30PM
JUNIOR RACING
DEC 3/4 Sugar Bowl - SYC
DEC 27/30 Orange Bowl - Miami
Above right: the FYC High
School team at Mississippi
Championship.
Left: Max Morgan and Sam
Koser have a big smile for the
finish line crew.
The FYC Opti team competed in the
USODA Midwinters at Southern
Yacht Club over Thanksgiving weekend. On Thursday, rolling fog and rain
prevented any racing. The sailors, who
reached almost 300 in number, started
an hour earlier on Friday with an 8:00
am harbor start. Only two of three
flights got any racing in that day with
light breeze. Saturday was the day the
sailors had been waiting for: clear and
sunny with 15 knots of breeze and high
seas that lightened gradually throughout the day, with gold fleet achieving 5
races in total and the others getting 4.
Nate Hartwell, Carter Smith, Chandler
Taloney, and Joe Comer all competed
in the event with outstanding performances. After looking back at their
results from last year they realized that
they have greatly improved, and we
couldn’t be prouder! This regatta was
the culmination of all their hard work
all fall in clinics, regattas, and practice.
Everyone had fun at the regatta, including the parents, who cooked
burgers and sausage dogs for the sailors out on the water!
Congratulations, sailors!

JUNIOR COMMODORE’S
BALL
JAN 21
Left: Pete McGriff and Max Morgan
battle heavy air at the jibe mark.
Below left: the Silver fleet gets a very
crowded start.
Below right; Camille and Madison
Johnson head out in light air.

Photos submitted by Dawson Morgan and Elizabeth McGriff

Please LIKE us on Facebook at Fairhope Jr. Yacht Club!

Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation

(251-928-8888 for Dinner Reservations) Happy Hours 4-7pm EVERY NIGHT!
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WHAT’s Happening at the Club!
MEMBERSHIP MEETING NIGHT
Pasta Buffet! Chef Rob has put together a
special Pasta Buffet on meeting night so
you can enjoy a meal before the meeting.
Choose the pasta, sauce and ingredients
you like for $10.
SUNDAY FUN RACES: Join us! Sign
in at the bar to know your handicap. Join
the after-sailing fun at the bar to talk
about your race.
Monday night Pot Luck: 6:00, Bring a
dish and enjoy the evening with FYC
members.
Tacos on Tuesday: Sunset on the Bay and
tacos. What could be better!
3rd Wednesdays: BEER & BINGO is
over until next year. Watch for the
announcement of when it will restart!
2nd Fridays: Movie night and supper for
our young members while you enjoy the
service in the Dining Room.
3rd Fridays: Seafood Jubilee: Crab,
Oysters, Fish and Shrimp for a great meal.
December 2: AUXILIARY
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION The
December Auxiliary luncheon will help
start the holiday season with fun, food

and festivities.
December 10: THE COMMODORE’S
BALL. The annual event that honors the
members, Seniors and Juniors, who have
contributed so much during the year
FOR THE GOOD OF THE CLUB!
The food will be plentiful and the music
danceable. The Back Pew Riders will be
playing!
December 18: SANTA will arrive at the
Club on Saturday, at 2:00 pm. Plenty of
treats from the elves and time
to sit on Santa’s lap for pictures
on the Ball Room with a
warming fire.
IF the weather isn’t nice, the
Porch Social will be held at the Fireside.
December 24/25: CHRISTMAS EVE
& CHRISTMAS DAY: The Bar will be
open Saturday 2pm until 4:30. The
kitchen will be closed on Saturday. The
Club will be closed on Christmas Day.
December 31: NEW YEAR’S EVE! And
then we come to another end of the year
and a change of leadership. You won’t
need reservations to come, dance, say
“Goodby,” to the old year and celebrate

the New Year but you will need reservations if you want to eat Chef ’s Special
Creations starting at 6PM! Breakfast will
be served to make your trip home safer!
Make your reservations early with Pauline
if you plan to eat dinner as well as see the
new year in!
January 1: NEW YEAR’S DAY! If you’ve
made it up by noon and want good luck
for the New Year, a big pot of black-eyed
peas, greens and cornbread at the Bar will
help chase any gloom away as you watch
the football that is filling the airwaves
until we close and go home about 6PM.
January 15: PORCH SOCIAL will
probably be a Fireside Social from 5:007:00 p.m. featuring Jim Coleman’s band.
January 28: AFTER HOLIDAYS
DANCE also featuring the Jim Coleman
band: 7:30-10:30. Dress is casual.
February 14: VALENTINE’S DAY: We
know it’s Tuesday but Chef Rob & his
staff are cooking up a delectible
event for lovers. Dinner and dancing are in the air with music to
make the mood romantic. 6:30-10pm,
reservations only, please!

Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation
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New Year’s Eve: Kitchen closes @ 5PM, Reservation Dinner
service starts @ 6PM; Dancing and festivities start @ 8PM;
Breakfast after the New Year arrives.
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on the
31 Mother of US Sailing!
Helm!

Auxillary
Lunch

6pm PotLuck

Audrey & David Barr were among the lucky who got aboard the
sailing yacht "America" Capt. Troy Sears at the wheel, spoke at
FYC & other yacht clubs, provided tours of the vessel & sails
attended by people as far away as JacksonYC, MS.
Second Capt. & Sailing Master Branden McCallum, over Dave’s
left shoulder, was a guest at the Propeller Club. Several FYC
members joined to welcome him and America to Mobile.

New Year’s Eve Menu
Chef ’s Choice Amuse
HHHHH
~ Fresh Salad~
HHHHH
Choice of:
~ Surf & Turf (Filet & Lobster Tail)~
or
~ Grilled Fresh Halibut with Blood
Orange Hollandaise Sauce~
or
~ Chicken Clemenceau~
HHHHH
Choice of Dessert:
~ Raspberry Panna Cotta~
or
~ Molten Lava Chocolate Cake~

FYC Auxiliary News
October 27, 2016
The Fairhope Yacht
Club Auxiliary held a
luncheon at “Another Broken Egg
Café”, honoring the committee members of the fall fashion show, and also
honoring the outgoing officers and
incoming officers. A special thank
you to Ann Nix for the outstanding
job she did as chairman of the Fall
Fashion Show.
A $50.00 gift certificate was awarded
to Kate Gibson and CY Fitzpatrick
for their two years of outstanding
service as President and Vice
President of the Fairhope Yacht Club

Auxiliary. The ladies in attendance
were Kathy Lambert, Diane Siefert,
Mary Lucas, Elaine Postma, Dale
Cunningham, Anne Nix, Tina
Scheck, Kirksey McIntosh, Becky
Harris and CY Fitzpatrick
For our January meeting, plans are
currently being put together to have

one of Fairhope’s best decorators,
Tommy Nix, with Green Gates, present a demonstration in construction
of Mardi Gras wreaths and various
other eclectic ideas to celebrate the
season. Don’t miss it, and bring a
friend!
Also, the Auxiliary wll be taking
recommendations for awarding the
Auiliary’s annual college scholarship.
Recommendations must be made by
members or employees of Fairhope
Yacht Club.
The plans for the Chili Bowl Races
and Cookoff had not be finialized at
press time. More to come later.

Rafting up for the Blue Angels Homecoming
The Cruising Fleet gathered for the
Annual Raft-Up to watch the Blue
Angels Homecoming performance.
New FYC member Fred Miller joined
the crowd with Teri Mills & Margaret
Meyers/Selby,
Jack Bystricky &
Mike Connell.
Photos submitted
by Jacque
McCants

Cowboys and girls brought their boots to the dance floor

The band was excellent and people
were up dancing in their cowboy
boots. Enjoyed by all. The security
was provided by gun toting Sheriff
Yvonne Hoover.
Photos by Jacque McCants

Marine Safety & Insurance - David Barr
During the dry and windy month of
November a member requested permission to build a fire at FYC for a dozen
twelve-year old young ladies to cook
S’mores. This was during the burn-ban in
Alabama. I can’t make this stuff up, but at
least they asked, at least they asked.
Permission was declined.
There will be times when we build fires,
so let’s talk about safety precautions for
when we do. Let’s just say for now that we
are not going to have any open fires, now
this is not to say that we will never build
another bonfire on the beach.
Fires need to be contained in a BBQ pit
with a cover or a fire pit/ring preferably
with a cover. That cover is for extinguishing and containing the fire. It could be
something like a metal garbage can lid, a
sheet of non-combustible hardie-board or
a fire blanket.
1. Before you build a fire make sure you
can put it out. This means have a hose
pipe handy, connected, and a nozzle on it.
2. Make sure you have your own FIRST
AID KIT to include burn treatment.
3. Make sure the pit is not under any
roof.
4. The pit may not be on a wooden deck
or anything else combustible much less
flammable; do not use cardboard. It
would not hurt to have a sheet of hardie-

board underneath; it reduces the chance
that a mess and stain will be left behind.
5. The pit may not be set up on an unstable surface area such as sand. There must
be a stable surface that will support the
fire.
6. The pit must have all combustible
material, pine straw, leaves, and paper etc.
removed from underneath it and a circle
at least 4’ feet away from it.

Membership Report
November 2016

Invited to Associate:
Steven Ross
Ed Tonore
Jerry McCarron
Leah Langan
Robert Rux
Susan Carr
Russell Steiner
Members invited to Equity :
Henry Hilsgen
Leon McLaughlin
Gerald Taylor
Steven Sprayberry
Hayden Montgomery

The Membership Committee will meet in
December to welcome the four new members but will not interview.

Welcome aboard,

Mike Landers, Chair

Sunday Sailing Report
11/6: Boy if you weren't sailing Sunday, you
should have been. It was really nice, partly
sunny with an 8 knot breeze. 7 boats were
there to enjoy it. The course was set at XNW-SW-SE-X. The wind was NW to start
but there was a Major shift to the North soon
there after. When all was said and done
Whitehawk had won the race beating Miss
Grace by 40 seconds. Good job to both Ben
and Mike. Hustle came along soon for 3rd
place.
The Around the Rose Regatta has been postponed until December 3rd. While it is too
late to change our Fall series schedule, this
Sunday's race will NOT be scored in the
series, it can still be a FUN RACE for anyone
who wants to participate. Just use your
“Nominal Start Times” and go for it. The
Fall Series will continue with the last two
races being 11-13 and 11-20. The leaders at
this point are: Damn Yankee-18 points; Miss
Grace-15 points; New Wake-10 points; White
Hawk-10 points; Hustle-8 points.
Hope everyone can get out and enjoy this
great weather while it lasts.
11/13: It was an interesting day. Cloudy and
cool, but the wind was a little stronger than

predicted about 8 knots. Seven boats were on
scene for the race. The course was set at XNW-SW-SE-X. 4 boats arrived at the 1st
mark about the same time and there was a little action around the mark. (yelling and
stuff ) The next 2 1/2 legs spread the boats
out a bit and then THE WIND
STOPPED!!! It didn't die out, it STOPPED.
After what seemed like an eternity (probably
30 minutes) a couple of boats in the back
took down their sails and headed for home. I
was told that in another 15 to 30 minutes the
wind came back up. So there was a finish
with White Hawk in 1st (Nice Job Ben.) comfortably ahead of Tigress in 2nd and Skedadle
in 3rd.
Nov 20 is the last race of the Fall Series and
here are the standings:
Damn Yankee-20 points
Miss Grace-16 points
White Hawk-15 points
New Wake-10 points
Hustle-8 points
Skedadle-7 points
Gypsy Wind-6 points
Tigress-6 points
Bewitched-6 points

Friday Night Gigilos-5 points
Dagnabit-3 points
Madam X- 2 points
Good Luck to all.
11/20: It looked like a Blusterly day but 4
boats of hardy sailors showed up to race.
Winds didn't seem too bad once you were at
the start, maybe 12 to 15 knots. Course was
set at X-NW-SW-SE-X and away they went.
It turned out to be a really nice day for sailing.
The boats spread out pretty much from the
beginning with White Hawk and her professional crew taking 1st (Way to go Ben.) Damn
Yankee 2nd, and Nepenthe 3rd. (Nice to see
you out there Jack and Terri.)
Well, that's it for the Fall Series and the year.
The winners are:
1st Place-Damn Yankee - 24 points
2nd Place-White Hawk - 20 points
3rd Place-Miss Grace - 16 points
The rest of us say CONGRATULATIONS
and Wait until Next Year!!!
However, don't forget there is one more
chance to show your stuff this year at the
"Around the Rose" Regatta Saturday 12-3-16.
Don't forget to wear a sweater.

Please support the Members whose Ads support the Mainsheet

Visit our Ships Store
for all your
FYC-identified items.
Pat keeps a great supply of tumblers,
glasses, shirts, caps and other gift items
to use or give to show your pride in

Fairhope Yacht Club!

