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From the Commodore
I hope as you're reading this that many of you
are enjoying the cooler weather we’ve experienced over the last few weeks. You’re also noticing that the sunsets are occurring right around
six or a few minutes after. By the time you are
reading this daylight savings will have changed
and sunset will be occurring right after five. The
good news is for those of you who like to wake
up early you'll see sunshine earlier in the morning. The bad news is that you'll have to come
down to the club a little earlier to enjoy our
beautiful sunsets.
Before I talk about things happening at the
club I'd like to ask a favor of all of our members.
When you are driving down to the club please
try to remember that there are many children
and pets on our street. Even though the posted
speed limit is 25 miles an hour that is pretty fast
going down our hill. Please please please do your
best to watch your speed as you're coming down
for an event or just to enjoy our club. You'll find
that coming down the street at 17 miles an hour
doesn't get you here more than a few seconds
later then coming down at 25.
This month we will have our annual Past
Commodores Regatta on Saturday, November
12. Feel free to come down and cheer on your
favorite past commodore as they race around a
course in our Rhodes 19 fleet boats. This is a fun
and fluid event so racing will start sometime
around 11:30 to 12:00. Later this month we celebrate Thanksgiving with our annual buffet. The
menu has not been released but it promises to be
as good as ever. Make your reservations early,
seating times are 11AM to 3PM for the last seating.
For those members who enjoy draft beer we
have listened to your requests. We have added a
cooler in the bar and will be offering different
craft beers for you to enjoy.
During the next couple of months we have
many holiday parties. Don’t be discouraged if
you see the parking lot busy. Our parking attendant, Henry Stone, does a great job directing
guests to park in the boat barn area and sometimes on the street. He will make sure members
always have a place to park and enjoy the club.
Finally remember our porch socials will be starting an hour earlier for you to enjoy the musical
entertainment and our fabulous sunsets.
Gary Garner,
Commodore

Latitude: 30°32’29”N Longitude: 87°54’14”W

Nomination Committee Report
Given at the October General Membership
meeting;
Nominated to the Bridge:
Commodore - Randy Fitz-Wainwright
Vice Commodore - Chris Dabney
Rear Commodore- Scott Harwell
Fleet Captain - Phillip Durant
Fleet Surgeon - Dr. Rick Childs
Secretary - Bill Meck
Nominated to the Board of Governors:
Michael Amos
Ray French
Ellis ollinger
Joe McIntosh
Nominated to the Membership Committee:
Mike Wierszalowski
David Lucas

Dave Strickland
Mignon Bishop
Nominated to the Harbor Committee:
Michael Metzger
John Deeds
Kevin Olmstead
Nominated to the Long-Range Planning
Committee:
Kevin Northrop
Billy Ellis
Rick Skinner
Additional nominations from the floor may
be made at the November general meeting
with voting by Equity Members only to take
place at the Special Annual Meeting called
after the December General Membership
Meeting.

Fairhope Yacht Club takes the Curren Cup!
When the GYA started its
Capdevielle series the clubs sailed
in Fish boat; if there is such a thing
as a ‘throw back’ regatta, the GYA
Fish Class Championship, for the
John G. Curren trophy, is ours.
The regatta was sailed at BucYC
who supplies the boats. It was
sailed in traditional fashion with
teams drawing for the boats they
would be sailing, swapping out
boats for each race. Our Skippers
were Kevin Northrop, Ellis
Ollinger and Carl Wainwright,

with crew Cassidy Wainwright and
Randy Fitz-Wainwright.
On Saturday with fairly heavy breeze
the boys sailed both races, Kevin got first
place in the first race and Ellis got a third
in the second race. On Sunday Carl with
Cassidy and Randy started the third race
which was abandon due to no breeze and
was never able to be resailed. Fairhope
won the regatta, PointYC got second and
BucYC took third.

Commodore Gary Garner
requests the pleasure of your company at
The Annual Commodore’s Ball 7pm, Saturday, December 10, 2015
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The Layline ~ Sailing Director Holly Murray
October has been beautiful sailing weather, making for some productive
clinics and high school
practices. The high
schools will be preparing
for Mississippi High
School Fleet Racing
Championship, Great Oaks and Sugar
Bowl, providing great opportunities for
competitive racing. Our advance optimist
have been preparing for Optimist MidWinter which a spring team qualifier. It
will attract about 300 boats for
Thanksgiving week in New Orleans. I
wish all of our youth sailors the best of
luck! Even though our clinics end on Nov
16th we will be scheduling winter clinics.

We will try to post those dates and times
in the next couple of weeks.
We still have room in our adult sailing lessons starting November 11th. Please contact me if you are interested. This is an 8
hour course taught by a US sailing level
one instructor, providing a solid foundation for small boat sailing.
Thanksgiving is a time for giving thanks
and reflection. I would like to thank all of
the members of FYC for the opportunity
of working with their youth and everyone
that is involved with the sailing program. I
feel honored and blessed to be surrounded
with all of the wonderful people at FYC.
See you on the water!
Holly Murray
Sailing Director

Know Your FYC - Sabe Fink
GET MORE OUT OF YOUR CLUB
Fairhope Yacht Club is YOUR club. If
you have joined relatively recently, and
don’t feel you are getting the most out of
YOUR club, there are ways to remedy
that. First of all, look around, check out
the website, talk to other members, and
consider all the committees, activities,
and social events that go on week in and
week out here at FYC. Find a way to get
involved at a level that works for you and
your family.
A great way to get involved, and to
learn a lot and have fun all at the same
time, is to volunteer for a committee. The
Building and Grounds Committee always
needs people who can wield a hammer,
change a light bulb, fix things. These are
the folks who keep the facilities in firstclass condition, and they can always use
another pair of hands. The
Entertainment Committee looks for people with great social skills, original ideas,
and the energy and enthusiasm to bring it
all together for a great event for the members. They need help and input with the
porch socials, bingo nights, movie nights,
Caribbean Night, and all the other events
the club hosts over the course of a year.
The Race and Regatta Committee needs
volunteers both on and off the water for
the many regattas the club hosts over the
course of the year. On the water, they
need power boats and people to run them
to perform pre-race tasks and monitor
the racers. On land, they need plenty of
help with registration, t-shirt sales, food
arrangements, and awards.

Three of the club committees – Harbor,
Membership, and Long Range Planning
– are elected by the membership. If any of
these interest you, when it’s time for elections next year, throw your hat in the
ring. The club is always ready for new
blood on the Bridge, the Board of
Governors, and the elected committees.
In the meantime, the members of these
committee are open to your input and
your offers of help.
If you want to be more involved, start
by attending the monthly meetings, held
on the first Wednesday of the month at
7:30. Not only will you learn all sorts of
things about the club, you will meet other
members who want to work with you to
make FYC a better place.
If you are a spouse, join the FYC
Auxiliary and get involved in their wide
array of activities that support and assist
the club – and are just plain fun. There
are luncheons with speakers, fashion
shows, cooking competitions, and field
trips. Summertime trips to other GYA
clubs for lunch and fellowship are a highlight of the auxiliary year. In addition to
plenty of socializing and fun, the auxiliary each year awards a scholarship to the
child or grandchild of a member or
employee of the club. They are also working on an ongoing project to make the
gathering space under the club more
attractive and functional for a wide variety of events.
So – come make the most of the
opportunity to enjoy YOUR FYC.

Junior Commodore’s Report
Wow! What a great October it's been! The
juniors have been hard at work with a busy fall
sailing season and we couldn't be more excited
as we near our big winter regattas.
Fairhope High School's Pete and Camille
McGriff took first and second in Biloxi's Jerry
Ellis Regatta, with St. Michael's Catholic
School's Connor Cobb and Robert
Montgomery making an outstanding breakout
performance with a fourth! St. Michael's also
came in second at Bay-Waveland's Monk
Smith Regatta. Fairhope High School's Max
Morgan took first in Ocean Springs'
Shearwater Regatta, followed by Samuel
Koser in fifth and Parker French in eighth.
Congratulations, students! The Mississippi
High School Fleet Racing Championship in
Pass Christian is coming up, followed by
Great Oaks and Sugar Bowl in New Orleans
which will conclude the fall season.
The optimist fleets have had a fantastic fall
sailing season! Advanced fleet and green fleet
have both been hard at work in Wednesday
practices and Saturday clinics, both with guest
coaches and Ms. Holly. Fall practices culmi-

nated in a fun Halloween showcase and regatta on Saturday, October 29, where they played
games and raced for their parents to show off
what they've learned so far.
Advanced fleet is now hard at work training
for Opti Midwinters at Southern Yacht Club.
Laser sailors this month also had the opportunity to travel to Houston, Texas to compete
in the Gulf Coast Laser Championships at
Texas Corinthian Yacht Club. With sunny
weather, a swift breeze, and considerable chop,
Sara Boyd, Pete McGriff, and I had an enjoyable weekend. Pete came in seventh in the
Laser Standard division, Sara in seventh in the
Laser 4.7 division, and I in twenty-first in the
Laser Radial fleet. All with considerably large
fleets, we learned a lot and gained great big
fleet racing experience!
Winter sailing brings big fronts with lots of
breeze, so I encourage everyone to bundle up
warmly and get out on the water to enjoy the
weather! With all fleets practicing hard for
their big winter events, be it Midwinters,
Orange Bowl, or even a well-attended high
school regatta, every day at the boat barn

Juniors sail

brings excitement, so I
encourage you to
come down and get in
on the action! Cold
weather brings the
best out of every sailor
and we couldn't be
more excited to keep going strong!
See you on the water!
Camille McGriff
Junior Commodore

Community Sailing Program
is on the water!

Our Junior Commodore, Camille
McGriff, with the permission of our
Board of Governor's, and the assistance of the Fairhope Sailing
Foundation, has put her Community
Sailing Program into place! You
may see her on the water on Friday
afternoons with members of the
Fairhope Rotary Youth Boys and
Girls Club!

Junior Honors
Awarded each year to
outstanding Junior
Yacht Club members,
the Marty Cup honors
the Junior who has
contributed to the club
in leadership, sportsmanshhip and involvoment inactivities
throughout the year.

The Jerry Ellis Regatta was held on October 8th and 9th at Biloxi Yacht Club.
First place was won by Pete McGriff, Skipper, Parker French and Nathan
Valentine, crew. Camille McGriff won 2nd placewith crew, Liam Bishop.

At the helm of 83 is Max
Morgan with Madison
Johnson who took 1st
Many may not know that all FYC club racing sails are numbered in the 80’s.
Here they are at the start for the Shearwater Regatta in Ocean Springs. Boat
81 has Samuel Koser at the helm and crew Adler Rux. Parker French and crew
Truitt, not pictured, also sailed in the races and performed very well especially
considering it was Parkers first high school regatta at the helm of a 420.

The Boat Cohen Award honors the first-year
junior who has shown the most ijmprovement in skills and participation as a biginner.
Nominations for juniors should be sent to the
FYC Office and the awards will be
announced at the Commodore’s Ball

Please LIKE us on Facebook at Fairhope Jr. Yacht Club!

Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation

(251-928-8888 for Dinner Reservations) Happy Hours 4-7pm EVERY NIGHT!
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Holiday hours for Thanksgiving:
Buffet Dinner: 11am-Last seating 3pm
Bar: 11am-6pm

Weekly dinner specials: Wed: Fried Catfish;
Thurs: Country-fried Steak;
Fri: Prime Ribs; Sat: Baby-back Ribs

Ladies at the 31
Helm!
6pm PotLuck

IT’S TIME TO BOOK YOUR
HOLIDAY PARTY!!

What about having your family or business
Holiday Party at the Club? We can
accommodate 15 to 150 - lunch,
dinner or cocktail party! Contact
Pauline at 928-8888 ext 2. We can
help you throw a spectacular event!

On November 4-8, GulfQuest/National Maritime Museum
of the Gulf of Mexico will host the Schooner America, a
replica of the racing yacht that won the first America's Cup
sailing competition in 1851. This will be the longest stop on
the America's tour along the Gulf Coast to promote the 2017
America's Cup in Bermuda.
The 139-foot ship arrives on Nov. 4 at approximately 7:30
a.m., and will depart the morning of Nov. 9. Following a
news conference on Nov. 4 at 10 a.m., during which Mobile
Mayor Sandy Stimpson will issue a proclamation to Captain
Troy Sears on behalf of the City of Mobile, the ship will be
open to the public for dockside tours and sailing excursions.
(Reservations required for the sailing excursions.)
www.gulfquest.org-The America's Cup Tour;
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dYl4VBvVVAQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3J6ktrNarIU

Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation
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WHAT’s Happening at the Club!
MEMBERSHIP MEETING NIGHT
Pasta Buffet! Chef Rob has put together a
special Pasta Buffet on meeting night so
you can enjoy a meal prepared for you
before attending the meeting. For $10,
you can choose the pasta, sauce and ingredients you like.
SUNDAY FUN RACES: Join us! We
race all through the Winter! Sign in at the
bar to know your handicap. Join the aftersailing fun at the bar to talk about your
race.
Monday night Pot Luck: 6:00, Bring a
dish and enjoy the evening with FYC
members.
Tacos on Tuesday: Sunset on the Bay and
tacos. What could be better!
2nd Fridays: Movie night and supper for
our young members while you enjoy the
service in the Dining Room.
3rd Fridays: Seafood Jubilee: Local Crab,
Oysters, Fish and Shrimp for a great meal.
November 6: Daylight Savings Time will end

and change the time of the Porch Social
November 12: PAST COMMODORES
RACE! Come down to the club about 10AM
and support your favorite Past Commodore as
he/she takes on liquid support to challenge
the other PCs in this Annual Race in Rhodes
19s.
November 16: TAILGATE BINGO 6:30pm
Final ‘Beer and Bingo’ of the Year, come get in
on the fun! Wear your school colors &
decorate your table. Tailgate food provided
Call the club and reserve your team’s table
November 19: COUNTRY/ WESTERN
NIGHT! The fabulous Jon
Miller Band will be playing 7:3010:30! Wear your boots, buckles and
cowboy hats for a boot-scootin night!
November 20: PORCH SOCIAL feature
Keith Burns! But due to the time changed, it
will be from 5:00-7:00p.m.
November 24: THANKSGIVING
with the usual bountiful buffet with all
the fixing you have come to expect

from Chef Rob and his crew. Reservations,
please! Last seating 3PM!
December 10: THE COMMODORE’S
BALL. The annual event that honors the
members, Seniors and Juniors who have contributed so much during the year For The
Good Of The Club! The food will be plentiful
and the music danceble. The Back Pew Riders
will be playing!
December 18: SANTA will
arrive at the Club on Saturday,
at 2:00 pm. Plenty of treats
from the elves and time to sit
on Sant’s lap for pictures.
December 31: NEW YEAR’S
EVE! And then we come to another end of
the year and a change of leadership. You won’t
need reservations to come, dance, say “Good
by,” to the old year and celebrate the New Year
but you will need reservations if you want to
eat Chef ’s Special Creations! Breakfast will be
served to make your trip home safer! Make
your reservations with Pauline early!

FYC Auxiliary News
Persenting the new officers for 2016/17,
Treasurer: Tina Scheck;
Elaine Postma, President;
Darlene Sirmon, Vice President;
& Secretary, Dale Cunningham.
Meetings: The Auxiliary will be meeting on Friday, November 4 at 12:00. The
meeting will be preceded by Meet and
Greet time which will begin at 11:30.
Big planning ideas will be welcomed as
we proceed to prepare plans for Holiday
decorations for the Club. Be sure to
bring your ideas and volunteer your talents…
Get the date December 2 on your calendar, our Christmas
celebration. More information to follow. We did want to
thank Pat McPherson who will be
Be taking responsibility for maintain our “necessities” in the
Ladies Room. Many thanks to Pat!
What a beautiful fall day we had for the “Ladies At The
Helm Regatta.” Light winds, plenty of sunshine and a great
group of ladies at the helm.
Nancy Marshall "Driving Miss Scarlett"
We had six ladies who participated in the regatta: 1st Nancy
sails to victory at Ladies At The Helm
Marshall, 2nd Terri Loftin, 3rd Tracey Faircloth, 4th Mary
shadowed by our aquatic friends.
Kathryn Metzger, 5th Terry Mills, 6th Jayne Murphy.
Tracy McIntosh Hirsh was the Master of Ceremonies.
The Yacht Club furnished wonderful snacks for everyone This dolphin is helping Damn Yankee to a second place finish in the
who participated in the regatta. A great time was had by all. Ladies At The Helm Regatta, skippered by Terri Johnson Loftin. We
must have seen 10 to 20 dolphins swimming around us.

Halloween spooks come out to play
A night of music, refreshments
and fun with friends (or
ghouls) capped with guesses as
who was behind the masks.
Pirates, sailors, witches, penguins and others danced to the
music of the Modern
Eldorados. The staff, in costume, helped complete the feeling of Halloween. The
Commodore and his Pirate
Queen were the show-stoppers
but you’ll have to ask about
their costumes! No pictures
allowed . . .

Halloween photos by Gwen
Ledger, Helena Roldan &
Jacque McCants

Club Sailing - the John Helmstadter Report
10/2: It looked like a pretty good day for racing, nice temperature, party sunny, and a
decent wind, maybe 8 knots. There were 4
boats at the ready ,and it was great to see
Hustle out there. No doubt the light turnout
was due to the Lost Bay Regatta at Perdido
Bay. The course was set at X-NE-NW-SW-X.
After the start things started to get tricky.
The Variable part of Light and Variable
showed up and the Spinnaker Boats went different directions while whisker poles went up
and down on the Non-Spinnaker Boats. The
wind started to die and the fleet spread out.
No close finishes on this day. Hustle was able
to finish 1st in a little over an hour (Way to
Go), then Damn Yankee 10 minutes later,
then Bewitched in another 10 minutes. At
that point the wind pretty much stopped and
Dagnabit hung around looking for any kind
of zephyr, finally finishing an hour later. Oh
Boy.
10/9: It was a really nice day for sailing and
racing with NW winds about 12 knots...and
pretty steady through out. The Course was
X-NW-SW-SE-X. White Hawk put in her
first performance of the series and easily won.
Good Job, Ben and crew. Gypsy Wind was
2nd. Now it got interesting. Damn Yankee
was way in the lead for 3rd place when a gust
of wind took her into the wind (maybe all the
way around) and New Wake came charging in
for 3rd place beating Damn Yankee by 15
SECONDS. Yep, they ain't over until they
are over.

The Fall Series is 1/2 over and Damn Yankee
has emerged as the leader with 12 points, with
Miss Grace in 2nd place with 8 points. There
is a mad scramble for 3rd.
10/16: Kind of a “funny” day but 6 racers
showed up to enjoy it. A little dark cloud
here and there didn't seem to bother anyone.
The winds seemed to have a mind of their
own coming from one direction for awhile
and then another also changing velocity.
Now whenever has that ever happened? It
did spread everyone out a little and New Wake
(Good Job, Dan) crossed 1st about 10 minutes ahead of Damn Yankee who was about 8
minutes ahead of Miss Grace. Then there was
the "MYSTERY GAL" Madam X in 4th
place. I'd love to know who that was, and was
sure glad they were there and hope they come
back.
10/23: Six ladies took over the helms for the
Ladies At The Helm Regatta on the course.
Nicely done with a large pod of dolphins
shepherding them around the course. Regular
competition takes over again next week
After the racing, the gazebo calls!

Harbor Report
Reminder, slip renewal
applications for 2017 are due
in by the end of October. You
can find the application on the
FYC website under Sailing,
then Harbor. Please complete
the application with attached
current proof of insurance and
registration. Our preference is
that you send this to the
harbor committee via email to
fycharbor@gmail.com
in pdf format. Alternatively,
please drop off at the FYC
business office or mail to the
club addressed to the Harbor
Committee.
Don Faircloth
FYC Harbor Committee

Marine Safety & Insurance - David Barr
SAFETY !

Gypsy Wind crew prepares to do battle.

Membership Report
October 2016

Invited to Associate:
Cynthia Phillips
Ben Segarra

Members invited to Equity
John Harcourt
Michael Lee
Robert Watts

Welcome aboard,
Mike Landers, Chair

This is a photo of the FYC wheelchair in
the storage closet where it belongs. There
are at least two reasons you might need
it: First, some folks you know may need
help with mobility when they enjoy FYC.
Second, someone may experience an
injury to their feet, ankles, knees, or legs
that would reduce their mobility, but
they are still able to sit up and would
much prefer a wheelchair to struggling to
walk and suffering all the while.
As this was written there were two SlipTrip-Fall accidents with injury at FYC in
October. Both were on a level surface, no
falls from heights, stairs or uneven surfaces, not even a curb, bulkhead, pier, or
ramp. Slip-Trip-Fall is usually the most
common type accident at work, it is off
work too. Why, because walking is a
“CONTROLLED FALL”! Think about
that, not only when you take that first
step, but the remainder of your life. At
different ages in your life you are better

at, quite a few of us are beyond our
prime. That is just the way it is.
FYC has a multitude of walking surfaces,
pay attention to the transitions. There
may be some hazards out there, please let
someone know about it so that they can
be corrected. Your choice of footwear
makes a difference too, you want leather
soles for the dance floor, but not for the
sailboat. Going barefooted, fun when you
are young…

Please support the Members whose Ads support the Mainsheet

Visit our Ships Store
for all your
FYC-identified items.
Pat keeps a great supply of tumblers,
glasses, shirts, caps and other gift items
to use or give to show your pride in
Fairhope Yacht Club!

