
The Jack and Flo Scheib
Service Award was
established December 6,
1992, by the Gulf
Yachting Association’s
Board of Directors to rec-
ognize and honor indi-
viduals who, over the
years, have made “signif-
icant and outstanding contributions in service to the sport of
sailing.” Past Commodore Cathy Cromartie (FYC 2011-2012,
GYA 2016) was the 2020 recipient at the Annual GYA Awards
Banquet held at Pensacola Yacht Club on January 9. At FYC,
PC Cromartie also served on the harbor and membership com-
mittees, the Board of Governors, the Bridge, and other appoint-
ed committees. For the GYA, she served as webmaster, chair of
the scheduling committee, a member of the Executive Committee
from 2014-2017, is the current Bylaws Committee chair, and
authored the book The History of the Gulf Yachting Association.
She has also served as race committee, regatta chair and PRO
for numerous local, regional and national regattas.

From the Commodore
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We are coming into Regatta Season. Be prepared for more activity
around the club, in the parking lot and the grounds. Remember we are a
YACHT club and BOATS (and small sailors) have the right of way!

What a busy January it has been! We've
made great strides getting our mess from
last Fall's hurricanes and constuction work
cleaned up and cleared out. Thank you to
Building & Grounds Chairman Bob Kayser
and everyone who came out to the work
party on January 16th. Also a big thank
you to Raymond Long and John Adams for
their special assistance with some of the
larger jobs we've had. This month, we'll
continue to focus on fixing up the grounds,
and we should start seeing dock repairs
commence.
We had a great turnout for Chef

Matthew's Oysters by the Bay event at the
gazebo. We went through 500 oysters in two
hours, and they were delicious! Keep an eye
out, because we will be doing it again!
The Juniors held such a successful Jr.

Commodore's Ball under the club, they may
want to do it that way again. Thank you to
Ann Hartwell, Gretchen Valentine, Gennifer
Taloney, and everyone else who pitched in
and got creative to make it a fun celebration
for the kids. As always, it was great partici-
pation for such an active program.
Because we are still restricted by the

size of events we can safely hold indoors,
we will be hosting a special, reservation-
only dinner for couples on Valentine's
Day, instead of our regular Valentine's
Day Dance. Call Linzi in the dining room
to make your reservation. 
March is going to get real busy, real

quick out on the water. Rear Commodore
Mark McCullins will be holding a Race
Committee clinic for all interested parties
on the last Saturday of February to pre-
pare. Stay tuned to Facebook and Email
for more details as the event approaches. 
Congratulations to Cathy Cromartie for

receiving the GYA's Jack & Flo Scheib
Service Award at the GYA Winter
Meeting in Pensacola. She has worked
very hard for the Association and we are
proud to see her receive such recognition
for it. 

Thank you,
Scott Hartwell

Commodore

Congratulations PC Cathy Cromartie,
FYC GYA

The Mainsheet 

For anyone interested, the Club will be offering televised
opportunity to watch both the Prada Cup, Feb 12-21, start-
ing about 8pm and the America’s Cup races, March 5-13.
The exact number of racing days depends on weather and
eliminations.
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The Layline ~ Sailing Director Holly Murry

SUMMER SAILING 2021
Fairhope Yacht Club plans to host Summer Sail Camps for
the following sessions:
Session 1: May 31 – June 11
Session 2: June 14 – June 25
Session 3: June 28 – July
Session 4: July 12 – July 23
Morning Sessions: 8am-12pm
Afternoon Sessions: 1pm-5pm
Bay Buddy Camp is 2nd week of each session 8am-12pm

The FYC Junior Lipton Team with members from all 3 high school teams

2021 Seniors  Andres Christensen
and Parker French

Bayshore Christian High School Team

Opti Sailors Stuart Adams I Love to Sail Award
Winner Aidyn James



Boat Cohen award
~ Layton Duggar
The Most Improved

First Year Junior this
year is Layton Duggar.
His first experience in
sailing was 2019 in
Summer Camp Optis. He
progressed to Opti
Midwinters at Southern
YC this November finish-
ing in the middle of a

fleet of over 100 boats. Layton joined the Fairhope High
School Sailing Team and began practicing in the 420.
His excitement and smile embodies the Boat Cohen
Award.

Marty Cup award ~ Elijah Healy
This award honors the junior

sailor who encourages other juniors;
at the boat barn helping Holly with
random tasks, helping his little
brothers to find the joy in sailing
that he has, working this summer
on the Junior Lipton Team to be one
of the key team members while also
encouraging others to do the same.
This fall he earned 
“winning” spots in races as a skip-
per on the 420.  Elijah has shown
great leadership this year in the
junior club, on the water, and
among his fellow sailors.

Junior Award Honorees!

January was a fairly slow month in terms of junior
sailing at the yacht club. On January 16 and 17, there
was a Laser clinic hosted by Ricky Welch. On the 23rd,
we held the Junior Commodore’s Ball at which three
junior sailors received awards.  We had a great turnout
at the Ball, but I would like to remind everyone that the
children of all members are invited to be a part of the
Junior program and attend functions like the Junior
Commodore’s Ball. Our meetings are on the first
Wednesday of every month at 6:30 PM. The only excep-
tion to this schedule is the March meeting, which will
still be the first Wednesday of the month but at 5:30
PM. The meetings are held in the Boat Barn across the
street from the main club. In February, Coach Holly
plans to restart high school practice as well as Opti clin-
ics. We are working on plans to host a Mardi Gras boat
parade at the Yacht Club this month as well. More
details concerning the parade will be announced soon.  
We look forward to what 2021 holds for our Junior

Sailors.  In February, we have two sailors headed to
Jensen Beach FL for c420 Midwinters. In March, FYC
has 3 opportunities for youth sailors to race locally: Opti
Gulf Coast Champs, Wet n Cool Regatta & Dog Wood

Regatta.
If you would like to join the

Junior News, please email fairhop-
eycsailing@gmail.com.

Robert Montgomery
FYC Junior Commodore

From the Junior Commodore

2021  JUNIOR BRIDGE
Layton Duggar, Opti Chair; 

Sully Stankoski, Fleet Captain; 
Robert Montgomery, Commodore; 

Emily Allen, Treasurer; 
Ava Cocke, Vice Commodore

Cassidy Cup, awarded for
the first time this Fall for
the Fall sailing series Battle
of Mobile Bay high school
compitition, won by
Fairhope High School.

Saint Michael Catholic High School Team
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Activities outside!
FYC families flocked like seagulls to the

oyster roast! Chef opened the grill and the
oysters disappeared. 500 succulent bivalves

were no match for
the natives and it
was all over in not
much over 2 hours!
Great work Chef
and we all hope
that you have more
coming soon!

The first Work Party of the year, masterminded by the
new Building and Grounds Committee Chair Bob
Kayser, was off to a great start. Carl Wegener, PC Gary

Garner, David
Barr, Diane and
Ken Suda, PC
Steve and Susan
McClure and
people who
worked but
didn’t leave

names spent a beautiful morning try-
ing to conquer the sand in the park-
ing lot (thanks PC Gary) and repair-
ing the walkway to the gazebo
(thanks PC Steve and Susan).
Bob has announced another workparty March 6 to get

the grounds ready for the three
Regattas we will host in March!
Join us then!

If you liked Chef’s outdoor
cooking, try his Supper Club
offerings upstairs! Watch the
calendar for specials, too!

If you would like to book a private party, please do so at least two weeks ahead of time. This includes selecting
food items, beverages, and linen if needed. This gives us time to ensure every thing is ordered and organized.
Parties can be booked over the phone or in person. We are still enforcing recommended Covid restrictions. 

February~2021

Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation
(251-928-8888 for Dinner Reservations)
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Chef Matt is planning regular and often surprise spe-
cials announced by e-blasts. Get on the list by going
to the bottom of the web page and click the box!

From the
U.S. Coast
Guard

Auxiliary:

WEAR IT!
Skydivers wear their para-

chutes, football players wear
their helmets, drivers wear
their seatbelts, and responsible
boaters wear their life jackets,
right? 
All of us here at FYC enjoy so

many wonderful amenities,
from the socials, to incredible
dining, the pool and beach and,
of course, boating. And oh how
so many love the feel of the
sun and spray. So it can be
tempting to boat, be it by sail
or power, kayak or paddle
board, without wearing a life-
jacket, especially on nice days.
But did you know that most

boating related drownings hap-
pen on nice days and in calm
water? There’s no excuse not to
wear a lifejacket on the water!
And the U.S. Coast Guard rec-
ommends that you wear —
not just carry or stow — a life
jacket.
Lifejackets are available in a

wide variety of shapes, colors,
and sizes. Many are thin and
flexible. Others are inflatable
and as compact as a scarf or
fanny pack until they hit the
water, when they automatical-
ly fill with air. So pick up one
of our brochures around the
club on How To Choose The
Right Life Jacket and make
sure you are an example of a
responsible boater. Believe me,
there is no better sight, or feel-
ing, to a SAR (Search and
Rescue) team when they see

people wearing their life jack-
ets! Bottom line? They save
lives!

Bill Fallin
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary

Water Safety and you!



In spite of the Covid-19
virus and limitations

about the cook-off, the 7th
Annual Auxiliary-sponsored
Chili Bowl Regatta was sailed
with three full races! SPECIAL
CONGRATULATIONS goes out
to Dave Strickland and his crew
on the J22 Tigress for finishing
1st in all three races! 2nd place,
Jack Ardrey aboard Gypsy
Wind, 3rd-MOJO and Terri
Loftin, 4th-SKeDADDLE-Rick
Skinner and 5th Ken Lacey
aboard Wanderer.
And THANK YOU to Bill Fallin
and Penny Hodonel for the great
photos in all three races and, of
course, THANK YOU to the
FYC Auxiliary for sponsoring
the race series and for the win-
ners' shirts, always a favorite!

Race and Regatta
The first Race and Regatta

committee meeting for 2021
was held January 28. The
next will be February 25 at
1830 in the Jubilee room.  We
will be planning for the
USODA Gulf Coast
Championships, Wet n'Cool,
and the Dogwood Regatta
which take place on succes-
sive weekends in March.
Anyone who has interest in
helping out with any aspect of
our club regattas, either on
water or off, is welcome to
attend.  There will be a num-
ber of special meetings in the
coming months to deal with
specific regattas as they
approach, so please keep an
eye on your email.

Race and Regatta Clinic
Look out for an email

announcement of a Saturday
or Sunday clinic in late
February to help us prepare
for the upcoming regatta sea-
son.  We will spend some time
learning about marks and
flags, and will then load up
several of the club boats and
practice setting a course.
This will also be a chance to
test the elements of our new
race management system
being installed on the
Guardian and Cape Horn,
and to play with the equip-
ment and learn its capabili-
ties.

Mark McCullins
Rear Commodore

Race and Regatta News
February Menu Specials:
Saturdays Feb. 13 and 27

Shrimp Boil

Valentines Day- a 5-
course

Surf and Turf Dinner.
Reservations are
required.
Please call the Office. 

On Sunday, Feb. 21
Play Trivia!!!!

Call the dining room to
enter your team. Teams
can only be from 2-5 peo-
ple. All teams will sit at
separate tables for social
distancing. 6PM- 7:30PM

Sunday, Feb. 28
Supper Club

We will be starting
themed Supper Clubs. A
five-course meal with
wine-paired offerings,
this month’s theme will
be Seafood!!! 6:00PM

Event news

January Membership
Committee Report

Invited to
Transitional
Membership:

Ross Kirk
Invited to Associate
Membership:

Shannon Fountain
Accepted to Equity
Membership:

William Turk
Chris Keel
Pree Middleton

Welcome Aboard
David Roberts

Membership Chair

Auxiliary Report



CHILI BOWL SERIES
RACE 1 brought nine boats
out to race in sunny skies and
consistent SW winds. All boats
stayed fairly close throughout
the race, making for some
exciting crossings and mark
roundings. The course was set
at X-SW-SE-NE-X and Tigress
made it around the 5-mile
course first to earn the top
points in the first of the three
Chili Bowl Series Races.

RACE 2 Race 2 is in the books!
Eight boats came out on a
beautiful afternoon in winds
out of the SE pretty steady at

around 10 mph. Thank you to
Penny for the professional pho-
tos of the race! While it's look-
ing pretty clear who the winner
might be, the rest of the hope-
fuls are in a dead heat! It's still
anybody's game! Come on out
for Race 3,  Sunday January
31, and see if you can make the
top five trophy winners!
RACE 3 Chili Bowl Series
Race 3 was the jalapeno on top
of the chili bowl! The sun came
out and the wind was strong,

out of the SW at 10-12 knots
throughout the race. Nine
boats enjoyed a fast, close race
around the course, X-SW-NW-
NE-X. Some welcome new faces
rounded out the competition
and made the day even better!
Finishes for Race 3 were
recorded and all three races
were tabulated while the skip-
pers and crew enjoyed chili and

toppings and a few sailing sto-
ries under the club.
Final results were as follows:
1st-Tigress Dave Strickland
2nd-Gypsy Wind Jack Ardrey
3rd-MOJO Terri Loftin
4th-SKeDADDLE Rick Skinner
5th-Wanderer Ken Lacey

LOOKING AHEAD!
February 7 starts Sunday
Sailing Series 1 for 2021. As
discussed, we will be sticking
with two classes, RACER and
PERFORMANCE, and with the
1:15 minute spinnaker adjust-
ment. Remember the updated
rules and  keep encouraging
your fellow sailors to come on
out and join us!
Our Schedule!
Feb 7. Start of 2021 Sunday
Series 1
Feb 7. 5pm, Super Bowl watch-
ing party at the FYC gazebo.
Bring your chair!
Feb 14. MARDI GRAS week-
end, plan for you and your crew
to don your Mardi Gras colors
for the race 
Mar 14. USODA Team Trials,
NO Sunday Series Racing
Mar 21. Wet n Cool Regatta
Weekend, Sunday Series
Racing WILL happen
Mar 28. DOGWOOD REGAT-
TA weekend, NO Sunday
Series Racing
Apr 4. EASTER Sunday, NO
Sunday Series Racing

Club Sailing ~ report & pictures from Tracy Hirsh

Photos by Penny Hodonel
and Bill Fallin

The Modified Chili Bowl Regatta
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Please support the Members whose Ads support the Mainsheet

Visit our Ships Store
for all your 

FYC-identified items. 
Winter jackets are

in that show your pride in 
Fairhope Yacht Club!


