
Introducing, for those few sailors
who have never met her, Louise
Douglas, a sailor who has had
adventures on all the seven seas and has sailed on Mobile Bay
since the 40’s (the 1940’s). A most competitive sailor, she was
introduced to the joy of racing in sailboats by a Buccaneer
member neighbor who needed a crew. She bought her first boat
with her brother with lawn-mowing money and spent every free
moment on the water. When BucYC had to move from
Arlington Park because of Brookley AFB, she kept her boat in
FYC’s harbor and took the bus from Mobile every opportunity,
spending the day sailing alone up and down our Bay!

Honoring her 100th birthday, she gave an eager crowd an
impressive look into just what a life on the seas of the world
can be for someone who had no fear as long as she had a boat to
take her to far away places with strange sounding names.
You have been a guide for many of us, thank you, Louise!

From the Commodore

      

The Mainsheet 
Hey everyone!
Looks like
spring is upon
us and that
means more
exciting things
happening at
YOUR club!
Please make
plans to come

down and check out our new and
improved menu that has more items
and new choices.  Our culinary team
will also be rolling out new dinner
specials to you in a timely fashion as
everyone gets comfortable with the
new menu.  Spring time also means
sprucing up and cleaning and we
have been doing a lot of that around
the club.  There will be a volunteer
work party Saturday March 4th at 9
am so please make plans to come
down and join us as we get things
around the club grounds ready for
regatta season!
Speaking of regattas March will be a
busy month for us as we host the
annual Wet N’ Cool Regatta for the
Juniors and the Dogwood Regatta
which will again include a Blessing
of the Fleet ceremony before the rac-
ing begins that Saturday.  Make
plans to attend as this is a great
event that everyone truly enjoys.
Between regattas and Sunday sail-
ing and our beautiful weather there
is never a better time to look to get
on a boat, learn to sail, help with
race committee and figure out how to
be a part of YOUR club and on the
water events.  Many sailors are
always looking for crew, race com-
mittee is looking for volunteers, and
sometimes it is just fun to go out on
a boat and watch the action.  Reach
out to us with any questions about
getting involved! 
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Celebrating the Life of Past Commodore Vince LoPresti, 
Saturday, March 11, at Christ The King Church, 

Visitation 10:00-10:45am; Mass 11:00am

The Sailors Icon reaches 100!

Our amazing Junior program has
never let up throughout the winter
season – please see inside on the next
page about all the incredible things
our Juniors are doing with the great
sport of sailing.  Congrats to all of
them for their achievements.  The
details about the very popular sum-
mer sailing camps run by our own
Holly Murray are also inside.  Make
plans to sign up soon!
We will be coming your way with
more happy hour bar specials,

Tuesday night updates and more in
the near future.  Watch the Facebook
page and your e-mail for updates as
we roll out these new plans!
Thank you again to our amazing staff
for the work they are putting in to
make our club even better.  Please be
sure to thank them when you see
them and let them know how much
they are appreciated.

See you all soon,
Philip Durant 

Commodore



Hello, my name is Lillis Allison and I partici-
pated in the St. Petersburg Valentine’s Day
Regatta. Ty Nichols and I both sailed our
Opti boats in Tampa Bay. Tampa Bay was
very windy while we were there. I learned
from this experience how to better “tack” and
“hike out” in high winds.  I also practiced how
not to panic when I capsize, and how to prop-
erly sail with high winds. I also met new peo-
ple, hung out with friends, and had a great
time visiting St. Petersburg. I did not do as
well as I was expecting, but I still had a great
time. I learned a lot from that experience and
am looking forward to the next regatta! 

It’s almost time for our summer camp registra-
tion to open!  March 28th members early sign up
will begin.  Then let your friends that are not
members know it will open April 4th for non-mem-
bers. Dates an times for classes is on page 5
Want to get an early start on the sailing season?

Our spring clinic dates and registration are
online!  I believe we will have beautiful spring
sailing on the bay.

See you on the water,  Holly

Office: Mon-Fri 8:00am-12:00, 1:30-4:30pm
Phone: 251-928-3276 Fax: 251-990-8602
Email: office@fairhopeyachtclub.com

Club Office: 101 Volanta, Fairhope AL 36532
Mailing Address: Box 1327, Fairhope AL

36533
Web address: www.fairhopeyachtclub.com
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mail to mainsheet@fairhopeyacht-
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GYA Laser Radial Champion goes national

Juniors spreading the word-FJYC SAILS!

I recently had the opportunity to race the ILCA (Laser)
Midwinter-East in Clearwater FL. I sailed the ILCA 4
(Laser4.7) which is the smallest of the three rigs. The fleet was
very competitive and had sailors from the U.S., Canada,
Argentina and the Bahamas. We sailed around 4km out into
the Gulf to race. Out of 46 sailors in the class I finished 7th
overall.  This was my first national ILCA event and I am look-
ing forward to many more!   Joe Comer V

The Layline ~ Sailing Diretor Holly Murray

FYC Juniors Colman Kennedy,
Brockton Norris and Layton Duggar
sailed in the Viper 640 Winter Series #3
Race in February held in New Orleans.
Conditions were challenging all week-
end…Saturday was very windy and cold
followed by very little wind on Sunday.
Congratulations to to our Junior Sailors
for representing FYC.



Junior Commodore’s Report

Events 2023 Dates Club Optimist Laser 420

Dogwood March 25-26 Fairhope YC 1 1

Alfonso-Sutter May 6 - 7 Gulfport YC 2 2

Juby Wynne May 27 - 28* Southern YC 3 1
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Circuit Events
2023 GYA Youth One Design Circuit Events (Tentative)

Hello and
Happy Late
Mardi Gras
to everyone! 
Our Junior
sailors have
been excep-
tionally
active last

month, despite the cold water.
First, I’d like to congratulate
Lillis Allison and Ty Nichols
for traveling to the Valentines

Day Regatta in St. Petersburg,
Florida. They did splendidly!  I
would also like to congratulate
Joe Comer V, who traveled to
Clearwater, Florida to partici-
pate in the Laser Midwinters.
He did extremely well, finish-
ing seventh overall out of forty
nine boats! Again, well done to
Joe!  I would also like to say
how excited I am for the
Spring season beginning soon.
This month, FYC is hosting

the Wet n Cool high school
regatta. Along with bringing
together several teams from
across the Coast, we now have
four High school teams on the
Eastern Shore! Lastly, good
luck to our juniors who are
still preparing for the Viper640
Youth Worlds in New Orleans
this month. 

Nate Hartwell
Junior Commodore

FYC sailing senior- March celebrates  Ava Cocke
Ava Cocke is a senior at St. Michael Catholic High

School. She has been sailing with FYC for five years.
Ava came to us as a 7th-grade summer sail camper. She
and her sister Celia were late to sign up for camp and
were too big for Optimist. Ava spent the two weeks sail-
ing her sister around in a C-420. By the end of the 2-
weeks, it was obvious to everyone Ava loved the water,
and sailing came naturally to her. Her sister, not so
much. Ava’s first experiences on the water were both as
crew and skipper of the same boat. Shortly after sail
camp, Ava joined the newly formed St. Michael sailing
team as an 8th grader. Ava won the Boat Cohen award
for enthusiastic first year sailor. 

Newcomer no more, over the last five years, Ava has
sailed and placed in many regattas both as a skipper
and crew for St. Michael, FYC and for herself as a US
Sailor. Partnering with Nate Hartwell, Ava and Nate
became quite competitive in the GYA, Ava flying trap
and spinnaker while Nate skippered the boat. Ava is
most at home in a harness, flying perpendicular to the
water and the sail with complete trust that Nate was
not going to dunk her. After flipping and not getting
wet, Ava once told her mom, “Mom, I’m a sailor, not a
swimmer.”  

Ava and Nate qualified and traveled to Miami for
Orange Bowl three times. They also qualified and sailed
Mid-Winters in Jensen Beach twice. They sailed in the
C-420 North Americans Regatta in Rochester, NY and
in Chumps Youth Regatta in Marblehead, MA.  

Ava is a level one certified sailor and is now one of

FYCs camp counselors. She takes great pride in sharing
all that she has learned with the next generation of
young girl sailors.  

Ava will attend the University of Alabama in the fall
and plans to study interior design and special planning.
Ava wants to refurbish and reimagine old homes and
buildings and give them new life.  

While Ava’s high sailing career is coming to a close,
her love of the water will never fade. She is grateful for
all the lessons sailing has taught her and is most in awe
of having had the opportunity to “chase the wind and
touch the sky.”                                                                                                            

FYC Sailing Senior, Ava Cocke



F  A

Sunday, March 19, 5:30pm
Topic:  FYC & GYA

This month we will dis-
cuss how FYC and GYA
together promote the
sport of yachting, good
fellowship and good
sportsmanship -- all criti-
cal to the purpose of the
Fairhope Yacht Club!

The Time Change will
occur March 12, spring-
ing forward so that sun-
set lasts longer.
At this time, Porch

Social usually starts at
5pm to 7pm.
The speaker series start
at 5:30 is tentative, due
to the time change.

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

26
Dogwood
Regatta 

27 28
pot luck

29   30 31 

19 Porch
Social

20 21   
pot luck

22  
Harbor

Committee
6:30

23 24 25 
Dogwood
Regatta  

11am-8pm Closed Bar-4pm-8pm 4pm-9pm 4pm-9pm 11am-10pm 11am-10pm

12
WET N’ COOL
Jr Regatta

13 14
pot luck

15
Bingo
6:30pm

Jubilee Room

16     17 18      Mardi
Gras NOYC 

1Membership
Mtgs

6:00 JrYC
7:00 Equity

2 3 4  WorkParty
9am

Capdevielle
meeting1pm.                                                                                                                       

5    6 7    
pot luck

8 
Membership
Committee

9 10
FYC
Auxiliary
Luncheon

11
WET N’ COOL
Jr Regatta

March~2023

Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation
(251-928-8888 for Dinner Reservations) 

Finn North American Championship
March 30-April 2

Sock Burner Cruise

Sock Burner
Cruise

Speaker Series

2023 FYC SUMMER CAMP DATES:

CAMP TIMES - A- 8am-12pm.   B. 1pm-5pm.  MON - FRIDAY
BAYBUDDY CAMP: runs 2nd week of each session-8am-12pm only
COST: Sail camp. members - $350; non-members $400

Bay Buddy camp. member $170; non-members $200
REGISTRATION OPENS: 

MEMBERS-MARCH 28    NON-MEMBERS-APRIL 4
Our Spring clinics have opened for registration.  Below you will

find the schedule for the clinic. Please contact me if you have any
questions.  <holly@fairhopeyachtclub.com>

FYC 2023 SPRING CLINC SCHEDULE
Advance and Green Fleet.

FEE: $300 Members.   $325 Non-member
TIME: Saturdays 9am – 3pm.    Tuesdays 4:30pm – 6:30pm

MARCH: Saturday 18; Saturday 25 and Sunday 26 – This is
Dogwood Regatta, a separate fee is required for entry. 
APRIL: Saturday 2 for green fleet only; Saturday 22; Saturday 29

Tuesday 4; Tuesday 18; Tuesday 25
MAY: Saturday 6; Saturday 13 not clinic Children’s Cup Regatta

Tuesday 2; Tuesday 9
LEARN TO SAIL SCHEDULE

FEE: $100 members.  $125 non- members TIMES: 1pm -4pm
DATES: April 2; April 23; April 30; May 7

SESSION 1.   JUNE 5-JUNE 16
SESSION 2.   JUNE 19-JUNE 30

SESSION 3.   JULY 10-JULY 21
SESSION 4.   JULY 24-AUGUST 4

We’re getting a new menu so please
come try it out and be on the lookout

for further updates!
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What’s Happening at OUR Club!
MONTHLY SCHEDULEMONTHLY SCHEDULE

H3RD SUNDAY: PORCH SOCIAL: 5pm, Watch
the sunsets with friends and come in for Sunday
Dinner! We’ve been doing this for 12 years and it’s
still the best way to watch the sails in the sunset
on our beautiful Bay.
HTUESDAY: POT LUCK! Bar opens at 4, Dinner
starts at 6, Bar and Club close at 8pm! Take care of
the Bartender-even if all you drink is water! 
H1ST WEDNESDAY: JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP
MEETING, 6pm
H1ST WEDNESDAY: GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING, 7pm
H2ND WEDNESDAY: MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE Meeting, 6:30pm
H3RD WEDNESDAY: BINGO 6:30pm in the
Jubilee Room
H4TH WEDNESDAY: HARBOR COMMITTEE
Meeting, 6:30pm,
H4TH THURSDAY: RACE & REGATTA
COMMITTEE Meeting, 7:00pm
H1ST FRIDAY: FYC AUXILIARY: Luncheon
meetings at 11am, making friends and planning
special events to benefit the club!

SPECIAL EVESPECIAL EVE
MAR 11-12: WET AND COOL: The first GYA
Youth regatta and hosted by our Junior Yacht
Club. We always expect a large attendance and a

great weekend of sailing with the Bay full of sails!
MAR 18-19: MARDI GRAS REGATTA, NOYC.
MAR 19: PORCH SOCIAL:MAR 19: PORCH SOCIAL: Honor St Patrick
with Trad Irish Players 5pm and an Irish feast after! 
HMAR 13/16: FSSA Midwinters BWYC. NOR
and SI at GYA, entries at Regatta Network, Flying
Scot Midwinter Championship: Bay-Waveland
Yacht Club (regattanetwork.com)!
HMAR 24-26, 2023 VIPER 640 WOMEN’S/YOUTH,
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP, SYC
MAR 25-26: DOGWOOD REGATTA:MAR 25-26: DOGWOOD REGATTA: Our first
major regatta with over 6 fleets competing, Extra
help is always needed, ashore and on the water!
HMAR 30-APR 2. FINN NORTH
AMERICAN MASTERS
CHAMPIONSHIP REGATTA. Across the bay at
BucYC. Registration is through Regatta Network.
HHAPR 15-16: SOUTHEASTERN THISTLEAPR 15-16: SOUTHEASTERN THISTLE
CHAMPIONSHIP:CHAMPIONSHIP: Hosting One-design
sailing at the top of the Thistle fleet. We
expect sailors from across the SE and we
will need your help! 
APR 29: DAUPHIN ISLAND RACE- MYC
We havent heard differently so we guess the start-
ing line is the usual mid-bay line: 30°33’35” x
87°57’90”. The usual start time is 10:00 but check
the NOR to be sure. Fair winds and following
seas to the hearty competitors!

9 EASTEREASTER
2PM-EGG
HUNT

10 11
pot luck

12 13 14
FYC
Auxiliary
Luncheon

15
SE Thistle
Championship

2
Finn North
Am Champs

3 4 
pot luck

5 Membership
Mtgs

6:00 JrYC
7:00 Equity

6 7 8

23 24 25
pot luck

26 27
Harbor

Committee
6:30

28 29
Dauphin Is.
Race

1
Finn North
Am Champs

11am-8pm Closed Bar-4pm-8pm 4pm-9pm 4pm-9pm 11am-10pm 11am-10pm
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation
(251-928-8888 for Dinner Reservations) 

16   
SE Thistle
Championship
Porch Social

5-7pm

17 18
pot luck

19 
Bingo
6:30pm

Jubilee Room

20
Race and  
Regatta
Committee
6:30

21 22

April~2023

Membership
Committee



Our Staff: this month, get to know Joe Jones!
Joe has been with us since 2006 when

Commodore Tommy Yeager asked him to
come to work at the Club. He’s been with us
ever since and a welcome sight for all of us
who know that with Joe around we have the
best, friendliest person we could ever want
to meet. Joe volunteered in the AirForce in Vietnam and
worked with Brown & Root until they moved to Texas.

Joe is the Jack of All Trades, keeping our Club the best-
kept in the GYA. The top pic was taken on a very windy
cold day (Joe was kind not to complain about my nerve!)
The pic on the left was Joe’s 80th birthday with a cake sup-
plied by the men’s coffee group. All of us who live at FYC
know just how important this man is to us. Wave at him
when you see him, he’ll wave and greet you back!

   
  
       

     
    
        

    
     

           
          
        

           
         

    
    

      

FYC Auxiliary Report

Accepted to Equity
Membership:

Bill Browning
Jeremiah Kolb

Invited to Associate
Membership in February:

Adele Mantiply
Austin Greene
Chris Faircloth
John (Gabe) Tipton
Willam Penn White
Robert Hangen 
Welcome Aboard
Jason Harrelson
Membership Chair

February Membership
Committee Report

Why Receive a
Vessel Safety Check?

For the Good Of the Club

Have you met a new Associate Member?
This month we have a real treat as our featured

Associate member actually grew up right here in our
club in the mid 90’s. Becky Denny is a third-genera-
tion yacht club member who grew up sailing with her
Grandad Mitchel Cunningham and her Dad King
Cunningham.  In her youth she was active in the
Junior Yacht Club and today she and her husband
Brad enjoy bring their 3 year old daughter Ellie
down to the beach and also crabbing off our pier.
Here she is at the helm with her grandfather. 

Our February Speaker was Cecil
Christenberry from Old Tyme
Feed and Grain, who gave us tips
for dealing with plants after the
cold spell. He also answered our
questions

Chili Cook-off was a success,
thanks to all those ladies who
were involved.  Sail Time con-
tributed the apron awards for the
winners. It was festive and profit-
ble with 123 people purchasing
spoons at $5.  The 50/50 drawing
brought in $356. With a few other
expenses the total income was
$685.41.  Cozies were the for sec-
ondary winners. One big element
discussed for next year’s Cook-Off
is the increase for cost of admis-
sion.   

Christmas Tree purchase:  3
trees were purchased to replace
those worn out.  For the ballroom
a 12 foot pre-lit tree was pur-
chased.  Two others 7.5 foot pre-lit
trees were purchased for the din-
ing room.  The total cost was
$1,367.40. FYC will be con-
tributed $500 toward the pur-
chase. They have arrived and are
in storage for next Holiday
Season.

Topics were discussed for spring
events to include-Spring Hat
Extravaganza  and Ladies Night
Out.

50/50 drawing went to Darlene
Sirmon. The Waxed Begonia door
prise from Cecil also went to
Darlene.

THINK 60°- 
Cold Water Danger

The U.S. Coast Guard reports
that statistically cold water inci-
dents peak on nice, sunny week-
ends. Research has shown that
the two factors which best relate
to cold water fatalities are “Cold
Water Shock” and hypothermia.
Cold Water Shock occurs when
water is below 60 degrees and the
difference between the water and
air temperature is >15 degrees.
Hypothermia threat increases sig-
nificantly in water temperature
less than 60 degrees. 
Our Mobile Bay water tempera-
tures are steadily rising and have
just barely reached 60 degrees.
So dress for the water tempera-
ture and NOT the air temperature.
Do NOT be fooled when the air
temp feels warm but the water is
still in the 50s or 60s!
How cold does the water have to
be to put a person at risk for
hypothermia? Even water temper-
atures as
high as 75
and 80
degrees F
can be dan-
gerous.
And most
importantly,
ALWAYS
wear your
life jacket!

JUS CRUISIN’ ~ PC Cathy Cromartie
Our first organized cruise of the

year, the Sock Burning Cruise,
is coming up March 17-19 to
Pelican Bay, Dauphin Island.
Around 5:00pm on the 18th we’ll
join the Mobile Yacht Club cruisers
on the sand spit for camaraderie,
beverages, and the burning of our
socks. We hope to see many of our
boaters, sail and power, at the
Island.



FEB  5: Series 1 started not with a blast
but more of a zephyr. Unfortunately, that
zephyr did not provide enough wind to
even start the race! Calling the instruc-
tions for 2023 into play, after three fif-
teen minute delays, the race was aban-

doned. While there was no race, there
was plenty of jostling and ribbing as we
waited for the wind and plenty of discus-
sion about the lack of it back at the bar! 
FEB 19: A perfect race day greeted com-
petitors for the 2nd race of the new

series. Sunny skies and 55 degrees in a
steady 10-12 kt winds made for the best
racing conditions we have seen in a
while! Six boats came out to take advan-
tage of the beautiful day in southwest
winds. The course was set at X-SW-NW-

NE-X, and the boats slid quickly across
the line according to their individual
start times. Positions shifted as faster,

later starting boats worked to overtake
earlier starters. The steady, generous
winds made for a fast race and a tight
finish.
The 2023 SUPERBOWL Regatta: 
The 2023 Superbowl Regatta was sched-
uled for Saturday, Feb 11, but the weath-
er had different ideas! Stormy predictions
and 20 kt winds with gusts to 30 on
Saturday led to a postponement of the
race until Sunday. An earlier start time
and suitable length course were planned
to be sure that competitors would make it
back in time for some football! As Sunday
dawned, the temperatures were brisk and
the wind even brisker! Predictions said it
would be in the 15-20 kt range all day
long. Several boats that had originally
signed up either couldn't spare the time
from their Superbowl party prep or were
put off by the higher wind predictions. As
luck would have it, as race time
approached, the winds dropped consider-
ably and stayed in the 7-9 kt range for
the race. Only three boats came out to
race but all three had a great time and a
great race! Just take a look at the happy
winners!

1st Place - Rick Byrne and crew aboard
his S2 Damn Yankee II

2nd Place - Gus Muller and his crew
aboard Khuly

3rd Place - Joe Donelan and crew on the
club Flying Scot

SUNDAY SAILING ~ Tracy Hirsh

Please save the schedule
below for this Series.

Races in bold are not part
of the series but are included
for information.

Saturday, Feb 11 -
SUPERBOWL REGATTA
Sunday, Feb 12 - 
NO SERIES 1 Race due to
SuperBowl
Sunday, Feb 19 - Sunday
Series 1 Race 2
Sunday, Feb 26 - Sunday
Series 1 Race 3
Sunday, Mar 5 - Sunday
Series 1 Race 4
Sunday, Mar 12 - 
NO SERIES Race due to Wet
& Cool
Sunday, Mar 19 - Sunday
Series 1 Race 5
Saturday, Mar 25 - 
DOGWOOD REGATTA
Sunday, Mar 26 - 
NO SERIES Race due to
Dogwood Regatta
Sunday, April 2 - Sunday
Series 1 Race 6
Sunday, April 9 - 
NO SERIES Race due to
EASTER
Sunday, April 16 - Sunday
Series 1 Race 7 (SE Thistle
Championships)
Sunday, April 23 - Sunday
Series 1 Race 8 (last one!)
Saturday, April 29 - MYC
DAUPHIN ISLAND RACE
Sunday, April 30-NO SERIES
Race due to Dauphin Island



Please support the Members whose Ads support the Mainsheet

Joseph H. Comer III
Naval Architect / Consultant

www.mssllc.us
P. O. Box 1354

Fairhope, AL 36533

Cell—251-709-0799

Vessel and Production Design
www.brosenblatt.com

Graphic and Print Services
www.theplotshop.com

Interior Design
www.easternshorehospitality.com

Email—joec@mssllc.us

Connor Curtis
President

Koala Insulation
of the Gulf Coast

251-517-4122

connor.curtis@koalainsulation.com
www.koalainsulation.com/gulf-coast

W. Holt Naff
Financial Advisor
THE HARTY CARPENTER GROUP

251.990.2391
601 N. Section St
Fairhope, AL 36532
holt.naff@ml.com

www.fa.ml.com/thehartycarpentergroup
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