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From the Commodore

Spring is right around the corner,
Daylight Savings Time is coming
back, and we are going to kick it into
high gear around the club this
month! We will host a regatta nearly
every weekend, starting with the
Wet & Cool on March 12-13, the
Singlehanded Regatta will make a
comeback on March 19, and we will
cap it off with the Dogwood Regatta
and Blessing of our Fleet on March
26-27. With our clinics, high school
activity, and local PHRF fleet, there
is no shortage of opportunity to sail
this Spring.
We are also planning to do some
spring cleaning and sprucing up
around the club on the morning of
March 19. See inside the Mainsheet
for more details from Bob Kayser, we
could use your help! Also, thank you
to the Junior YC for the work they
recently put in cleaning up around
the boat barn in preparation for the
Spring season.
Congratulations to all our sailors
who traveled to other venues to sail
this past month: Ellis & Trin
Ollinger at the RS Aero Midwinters;
our sailors who competed in the VXOne Winter Series; and all of our
Advanced Opti Sailors at the St.
Petersburg Valentine's Day Regatta.
It's great to see so many of our
sailors commit and step away from
our home waters. We are proud of
you all!
With daylight savings coming back,
look for the bar to reopen on Tuesday
evenings. Even with the busy weekends coming, we will still have our
regular entertainment options, and
our monthly Porch Socials always
feature great acts. Come down and
enjoy yourself, and I will see you
there.
Scott Hartwell
Commodore

Latitude: 30°32’29”N Longitude: 87°54’14”W

The Bay City Brass Band

Just what we’ve been waiting for, Spring and the world
is ready for us! Assisted by a
young member, the Bay City
Brass Band gave us the
music and joy of carnival as
the Club welcomed the
biggest crowd in a long time
to take part in any Club
event! Laissez les bon
temps rouler!

SPRING MEMBER CLEANUP DAY MARCH 19!

The Club grounds have been sleeping all winter and now it’s time to
spruce things up for the Regattas, parties and social events of the
Summer!! All members and particularly Associate Members and Waiting
List families are encouraged to come to the Club at 9:00 AM Saturday,
March 19, to pitch in on several projects to beautify and enhance our Club.
Specifically, we will need folks who are willing to do some fence painting to
complete work that began last fall, plant bushes to help screen the visitor
parking lot and dry storage area from the road, and erect a PVC pipe and
rope fence to discourage parking on the roadside to comply with City ordinances regarding emergency traffic. All materials and paint will be provided. We will also be doing general pick up and spruce up tasks near the pool
and around the Clubhouse. Please bring shovels, post hole diggers (If
someone has a tractor-mounted auger that would be perfect) and any other
yard tools you may have on hand. This is a great opportunity for Associate
members and those on the waiting list to build their resumè in anticipation for Member Status. Each of us is an Owner/Member of the Club.
What we don’t do as volunteers, ends up being contracted out to vendors. If
you want to pay higher dues, not volunteering is one way to assure that.
We will be finished by 12:00 and there will be lunch and perhaps a bit of
beer courtesy of the Commodore. This is always a fun event, and I
hope we will see you then.

From the Race & Regatta Committee
Coming to FYC in April!

We will be the hosts for the FINN NORTH
AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIP, a 4-day regatta
expecting 25 or 30 sailors from across the nation. It has been our
tradition to offer housing for these sailors, allowing members to
meet serious sailors and participate in the events of the regatta.
If you have a spare room and would like to help, contact the PRO
Randy Fitzpatrick-Wainwright at <fitz1350@bellsouth.net>.
All you need is a spare bed and shower!

Special, Special, Special!!! Pat is having a Special Sale
of FYC gear!!! All the jackets and cold weather gear on
the rack are HALF PRICE as long as they last!!!
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The Layline ~ Sailing Diretor Holly Murray

Happy to see
Spring is here!
Our summer
camps will be
opening for
members only
March 21. We
will post on
Facebook when registration is
open. Please do not encourage
non-members to register at
this time. We want to have
this week for all of our members to register. We will open
to non-members one week
later. If you do not use
Facebook, the best way for you
to be notified of registration is
by leaving your email in our
drop box on the website. Go to
juniors then summer camp
and you will find dates, time,
cost and a red button that says
“notify me”. Leave your information and you will receive
first notification of open registration.

They did a great job and it is
greatly appreciated.
There is still room in our
spring clinic that will start
later this month. Have questions? Just contact me at your

convenience.
Hope to see you on the water
soon!
Holly@fairhopeyachtclub.com
228-363-0073.

A big shout for those that
helped with a clean up of yard
around the boat barn.
Chandler Taloney, Robert
Montgomery, Charlie Tickle,
Isaac Sprayberry, Joe Comer,
Alec Ward, Lillia Allison,
Aidyn and Gabby James.

At Half Mast
February, 2022

Kenneth Jansen

Senior Equity Member

From the Junior Commodore

I hope everyone enjoyed
the festive season of Mardi
Gras. High school practices
have resumed on Mondays
and Wednesdays each week
from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm at
least until the time changes.
Opti’s were busy during
February with practices and
several traveled to the
Valentine’s Regatta in St.
Petersburg, FL. We had a
good group representing
Fairhope Yacht Club. The
wind was very light so they
only managed one day of
racing, completing 2 races.
We had two juniors who
qualified for Opti Team
Trials at this event. Way to
go Joe Comer and Isaac
Sprayberry!

This past weekend the juniors got together for a beach
clean-up. We worked to
redirect the creek. Thank
you to all the juniors who
came out and volunteered a
hand helping. Working
together we were able to
complete it in just 2 days.
We have a several events
coming up in March. March
6, Northshore Cup at
Pontchartrain Yacht Club.
March 12 and 13, Wet N
Cool and March 26 and 27,
Dogwood; both here at FYC.
Looking forward to warmer
temps as we get on the
water.
Chandler Taloney,
FYC Junior Commodore

FYC Juniors at St. PeteYC!

This month several of our
Advanced Opti team sailors
traveled to St Pete, FL to race
in the USODA Valentine’s
Regatta. Due to the light wind
in St Pete they only completed
two races the entire weekend.
Tight competition made for
very much a race of mental concentration as much as skill on
the water.
Congratulations Joe Comer
and Issac Sprayberry (first
time) qualified for Opti Team
Trails later this year. Great job
to the entire team for representing FYC so well in St
Petersburg.
Pictured: Coach Holly, (front row
Left to right) Gavin Wright and Ty
Nichols. (Second row) Isaac
Sprayberry, Alec Ward, and Joe
Comer.

GYA JUNIOR
REGATTAS

MARCH/APRIL
Mar 6: Northshore Cup
HS Regatta
PontYC
Mar 12/13: Wet n Cool
HS Regatta
FYC
Mar 19/20: Mardi Gras
NOYC
Mar: 27/27: Dogwood
Laser/420 Circuit
FYC
Apr: 2/3: Optimist GC
Championship
FYC
Apr 9/10: NOYC
HS Regatta
NOYC
Apr 23/24:Alfonso/Sutter
Optimist/Laser Circuit
GYC
Apr 30/May 1: Spring
HS Regatta
JYC

Trin Ollinger and her husband,
Ellis, sailed at the RS Aero
Midwinters in Jensen Beach,
FL. Ellis scored 2nd and Trin 6th
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MONTHLY SCHEDULE
Bring your rakes or just show up and use
H BAR REOPENS MARCH 15!!! H
one of ours!
H2ND WEDNESDAY: JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP
MARCH 20 - PORCH SOCIAL - HOLLEY
RUMBARGER: Holley is a wonderfully talented manMEETING, 6:30
H2ND WEDNESDAY: GENERAL MEMBERSHIP dolin player and vocalist from Hattiesburg, MS. You do
MEETING, 7pm
not want to miss this show.
H3RD WEDNESDAY: MEMBERSHIP
MARCH 26/27 - DOGWOOD REGATTA, our Spring
COMMITTEE Meeting, 6:30pm
regatta that usually has about 6 separate sailing coursH3RD WEDNESDAY: BINGO in the Jubilee Room es so we need anyone not sailing to join the race comH4TH WEDNESDAY: HARBOR COMMITTEE
mittees to make this our usual success. A lot of cars, a
Meeting, 6:30pm
lot of visiting sailors, boats in the parking lots, and a
H LAST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH: a movgreat time to get to know what a yacht club can be.
able feast TRIVIA in the Jubilee Room, 6:30pm
APRIL 2/3 - GULF COAST OPTIMIST CHAMPIH4TH THURSDAY: RACE & REGATTA
ONSHIP The championship regatta of the GYA Opti
COMMITTEE Meeting, 7:00pm
sailors. There will by a bay-full of small boats to see!
H1ST FRIDAY: FYC AUXILIARY: Luncheon meetAPRIL 7/10 - FINN NORTH AMERIAN CHAMPIings at 11AM, making friends and planning special ONHIP! Bringing some of the best one-design sailors
events to benefit the club!
from all over North America. Come join the fun on race
EVENTS SCHEDULE
committees on the water or ashore. Plese remember
MARCH 12/13 - JUNIOR WET N COOL REGATTA that these boats will be on trailers in the parking lot
The first High School regatta of the GYA with team
and may cost more than your big SUV!
from across the GYA. Our three HS teams will be com- APRIL 17 - EASTER BUFFET AND EGG HUNT,
peting against the GYAs best! See Ann Hartwell or
planned to make a photogenic day easy for the cooks, a
Holly Murray to see how you can assist.
day off and the hunt for eggs with age-appropriate eggs!
MAR 19: SINGLE-HAND REGATTA: A one-day APRIL 24 - PORCH SOCIAL - ZACHARY
race that test the solo sailors on the winter Bay
THOMAS DIEDRICH come see the sun slowly comMARCH 19 - CLUB MEMBER CLEANUP DAY :
ing north as we greet this talented entertiner.
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America’s Waterway Watch
How to Care for Your Life Jacket

Treat your life jacket as if your life depends
on it! Here’s how to take good care of it.

H Check your life jackets at the beginning of each boating season.
H Check that all hardware and straps are in good shape, are firmly attached, and are in working order.
H Check for leaks, mildew, lumpy or hardened buoyancy material,
and oil saturation in the fabric.
H Make sure that there are no rips or tears in the fabric.
H Make sure that the label stating USCG approval is attach.
H Discard and replace life jackets that show signs of deterioration tears, mildew stains, punctures, etc.

Inflatable Life Jacket Maintenance

H Inflatable life jackets require
more frequent maintenance than
inherently buoyant life jackets.
H Check the status of the inflator
every time to be certain cartridge is
properly installed and the equipment is in working order.
H Check for leaks every two
months; inflate life jacket orally
and leave it overnight to check for
leaks.
H Immediately replace any spent
CO2 cartridges with new ones.
H Frequent users of inflatables should check them often.
H Make sure all straps/zippers/velcro are in working order.
H Inflatables are NOT recommended for anyone who cannot swim.
H Inflatable PFDs are not meant for children under the age of 16.
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Spreading the joy of sailing
in the snow!

Three members
of the FYCRobbie Rux,
Matthew Cepeda
and Jeremy
Hovater met the
Commodore of
the Dillon Yacht
Club, Dawn
Darling, on
January 28th.
We toured their
club in Dillon,
Colorado, and
learned all about
the history of the
club. We also
exchanged a
burgee that was
presented to the
Fairhope Yacht Club at the February general
membership meeting.
When you travel and think you might
look in at the local yacht club, be sure you
have our burgee in your pocket to swap
for theirs to add to the ones in the bar!

$$DRAW DOWN$$

FYC Draw Down w/ The Tip Tops

Friday, May 20, 5:3010pm, with a $5,000 cash
prize (guaranteed $2,500
if ticket sales do not meet
minimum)! Your $100
ticket includes admission
for two, food, 4 beer/wine
tickets and entry for the
drawdown prize.
Insurance or last chance
add-ons are available for
$25 or $40 for both.

The usual Cash bar will
be available.
Winner does not have to
be present. The first 50
tickets sold get free insurance add-on.
Purchase your ticket by
notifying the FYC office
or fill out the entry form
in bar-top dispensers and
give it to the bar staff.
A night to remember!

The racing season
is off to a great start
with a successful
Chili Bowl series and the just
completed first annual Super
Bowl Regatta. March and April
promises to bring even more fun
and excitement on the water.
First up in March will be the
Wet-n-Cool Regatta, primarily a
youth event. And in the middle
of the March we will be putting
on the annual Dogwood Regatta
which will bring in sailors from
the Gulf Coast Region. April
brings the Optimist Gulf Coast
Championship and the Finn
Nationals!
You do not need a boat to get
out on the water and enjoy the
action. We are always looking
for help out on the water, or in
the ballroom. You do not need

any special knowledge or prior
experience. Many of the positions on the race committee only
require about three minutes of
training. We need people to
record finishes, flip up flags or
tell a good story (there is a lot of
sitting around chatting). If you
know how set an anchor, we can
put you with a very grateful
mark set boat captain. If you
are an Associate member these
are great items for your resume.
You do not have to make the
Race Committee Meetings;
although you will be most welcome if you do! Just contact
John Buziak at <cpmechanic@gmail.com> or 850-2912115. We will find a place for
you where you can have some
fun on the water and contribute
to the Club’s mission.

March 6 - Sunday race 3
March 13 - Sunday race 4 - note
that this is Wet & Cool Weekend
at FYC. We will need to be aware
of the schedule for the HS competitors as they finish up on
Sunday and we may need to
adjust our course.
March 19, Saturday - SINGLE
HAND REGATTA
March 19-20 - MYC Winter Series
Two days of PHRF racing right in
our own backyard!
March 20 - Sunday race 5
March 26-27 - DOGWOOD

REGATTA
April 3 - NO Sunday race - Opti
Gulf Coast Championships
April 10 - Sunday race 6 - note
that this is FINN Nationals
weekend at FYC. We will need to
be aware of the final day sailing
schedule of the National competitors and may need to adjust our
course.
April 17 - NO Sunday race Happy EASTER!
April 23, Saturday - 62nd
Dauphin Island Race BuYC
April 24 - Sunday race 7

From the Rear Commodore

SUNDAY SAILING SPRING SCHEDULE FOR SERIES 1.

February Membership
Committee Report

Proposed at February
General Meeting to
replace a committee
member:

Jennifer Stanley
voting by Equity Members
will take place at the
March meeting, March 9,
2022

Invited to Associate
Membership Jan & Feb:
Jamie O’Quinn
Tricia Huey
James Prestwood
Jeremiah Kolb
Paul Babb
Emmett O’Brien
Todd Richbourg
Michail Nash
Daniel Griffin Jr
Frances McGowin
Peter Pecorino
Michael Schlotterbeck

Accepted to Equity
Membership:
Ray McLaughlin
Brian Lee
Evan Allen
Henry Hilsgen

Invited to Transitional
Membership:
Katherine Perrine

Welcome Aboard

Kendall Bowman
Membership Chair

The Valentine’s Day
Dinner and Dance
with Doc Rogers
was very nice. There
were about 25 people
at dinner and 40 at
the dance.

SUNDAY SAILING AND RACING
SUNDAY SERIES 1 - 2/27
The weather was frightful early
on the 2nd race Sunday of Series 1,
but just a little time brought clearing skies and 10-13 knots of consistent wind out of the north. The
course was set at X-N-W-S-X and 4
boats made their way quickly
around the marks. In the end, a

SUNDAY SERIES 1 - 2/6

A beautiful, sunny day made the
first race of the new season a great
place to be on a Sunday afternoon!
The wind was light, again!, but 5-7
out of the NW was enough to get 5
boats around the course. After that
course was set at X-NW-SW-SE-X,
the compeitiors set out, slowly but
surely making their way.

Super Bowl Sunday,
a week later . . .

First place this time goes to Ken
Lacey and his crew on WANDERER

clear winner emerged with the
remaining boats coming in within
25 seconds of each other! An exciting day to be sure! Finishes were
recorded as follows:
1st SKeDADDLE 3:12:40
2nd Gypsy Wind 3:15:55
3rd MOJO 3:16:10
4th Damn Yankee 3:16:20

The Guardian was out on Sunday
too, resetting some of the race
marks after some pretty heavy
winds this season had a few askew!
Finishes for Race 1 were recorded
as follows:
1st SKeDADDLE 4:08:11
2nd Tigress 4:13:53
3rd Damn Yankee II 4:14:30
4th MOJO 4:23:00
Gypsy Wind DNF

Connor Curtis
President

Koala Insulation
of the Gulf Coast

251-517-4122

connor.curtis@koalainsulation.com
www.koalainsulation.com/gulf-coast

The Faircloths crew picks
up the 2nd place trophy for
Billy Elllis and TIGRIS

3rd place was won by Rick
Byrne and his crew on
DAMN YANKEE

Intrepid is the proper name for
these sailors, undaunted by a
weather delay, they got out on
the bay with determination and
sailed a new regatta, the Super
Bowl Regatta. We can only hope
that this becomes an annual
event for our cold weather
sailors who let nothing stop
them from hauling up the main
and going after the competition!
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