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From the Commodore

Hello Everyone,
It has been a busy month with
storms out on the Gulf Stream,
Sailing Regattas and a busy restaurant. We were finally able to hold
our first regatta of the year which
was the Ring Around the Rose. We
had great participation and a great
time was had by all. We have the
Wadewitz Regatta coming up on
November 7 & 8. Hope we have a
good crowd for that regatta too. The
high school teams have been busy
with practice and regattas also. They
participated in the Monk Smith and
Hospitality Regattas. It is great to
see youth on the water having fun.
We are the sponsor for three high
school teams Fairhope, St. Michael
and Bayshore. We have a total of 35
to 40 youth sailing in the high school
sailing program. Our restaurant is
staying very busy, which is an awesome thing. We have hired some new
front and back of the house team
members that are working out great.
Please be patient when you come to
eat at FYC. Please help us by making reservations for your dining visit.
I hope everyone has a great month.
Thanksgiving will be here before you
know it.
I would like to share honors to all
of our members who have served in
the Military. Happy Veterans Day
and thank you for your service.
Chris Dabney,
Commodore

Latitude: 30°32’29”N Longitude: 87°54’14”W

Ring around the Rose at last!

What a great race! Nine boats came out to participate in the first official FYC race of the 2020 season! A competitive start and steady
winds made for an easy 8.6 mile run around the compass rose. The
spinnakers came out on four of the boats for several legs and pushed
the spinnaker fleet out ahead of the non-spinnaker competitors.
Thank you to the Race Committee, Scott Hartwell, Philip Durant
and John Adams, for a great race and a fun awards party afterwards.
Awards leftover from previous races were pulled out and the winners
were able to choose what suited them! Maxwell Faircloth, the
Spinnaker class winner, chose a great dry bag!
Finishing First in the Spinnaker Class was Maxwell Faircloth in
Moonglade followed by Commodore Chris Dabney in Penny, Zane
Yoder in FNG and Tom Hutchings in Trifecta. The Non-Spin Class
was led by Ed Manes in Alouette, ahead of Rick Skinner in
SKeDADDLE, Terri Loftin in MOJO, Ken Lacey in Wanderer and
Jack Ardrey in Gypsy Wind.
This race is a combination of two races, Ring Around the Bay, a
marathon-length race honoring PC Paul Ring, and Round the Rose, a
light-hearted race around our Compass Rose. Coming so close to PC
Ring’s birthday, this was a fitting escape from the times we spend
looking at the Bay and wishing for wind and sea spray.

Photos and report thanks to Tracy Hirsh
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Christian School! At the same time
FYC has purchased 7 420s to add to
our high school fleet. Both additions
have added a new level of excitement
for our sailors. They are excited not
only for the new competition but also
for the opportunity to practice with a
larger sailing squad. Our last couple

We have had a busy month in
October and November is looking to
be equally as busy. We have our
wrap-up with the Mobile Bay High
School Series, Wadewitz, SESIA
Great Oaks and Opti Mid-Winter
events where FYC will have sailors
ready to compete.

BOARD OF GOVERnORS
Randy Fitz-Wainwright
Mignon Bishop
John Clarkson
Kevin northrup
John Adams
Elizabeth McGriff
Jeff Valentine

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Memorial Pat Colvin
Entertainment Angel Overton
Building & Grounds Chad Smith
Food & Bev
Insurance/Marine Safety David Barr
Harbor John Buziak
Associates
Membership Steve Savarese
Offshore Don Faircloth
Cruising Bob Knapp
Sailing Director Holly Murray
Adult Sailing Holly Murray
Race & Regatta Philip Durant
Junior Commodore Kip Buck
Juniors Advisor Ann Hartwell
Historians PC Barbara Brown
Sarah Johnston-Cox
Guardian John Adams
GYA Coordinator Philip Durant
Mainsheet Editor nancy Fitzpatrick
Long Range Planning
ICRC
FYC Auxiliary Kate Gibson

Office: Mon-Fri 8:00am-12:00, 1:30-4:30pm
Phone: 251-928-3276 Fax: 251-990-8602
Email: office@fairhopeyachtclub.com
Club Office: 101 Volanta, Fairhope AL 36532
Mailing Address: Box 1327, Fairhope AL
36533
Web address: www.fairhopeyachtclub.com

We are excited to announce there
is a new high school sailing team!
Welcome aboard Bay Shore

of practices have looked
like regattas. I am personally stoked about
their excitement and
look forward to being
able to put all the boats
out on the water.
We will have some
winter opportunities
coming up with 420
spin and trap lessons,
laser clinics, opti clinics
and an adult learn to
race clinic. If any of these sound
like something for someone in your
family please feel free to contact me.

It’s time again to select our outstanding Juniors.

Awarded each year to the outstanding Junior Yacht Club
member, the Marty Cup honors the Junior who has contributed to the club in leadership, sportsmanship and
involvement in activities during the year.
The Boat Cohen Award honors the firstyear Junior who has shown the most
improvement in skills and participation
as a beginner.
Candidates for these honors can be submitted to the Junior Advisors or to the
FYC Office. You may include pertinent
reasons for your nominee. The honorees
will be presented in December at the Commodore’s Ball.

The Nomination Committee has released their slate of candidates for 2021. It will be found on page 6. If you are interested in serving on any of our elected committees or have a
candidate to propose, the Commodore will accept candidates from the floor at the November meeting.

High School Regattas

Monk Smith Regatta at BayWaveland
Big WINS!! Saturday October
17th our Juniors from Fairhope
High School and St Michael
Catholic High School raced
against 9 competitors in the
Monk Smith Regatta in Bay St
Louis, MS.

Kip Buck, Elijah Healy and
Layton Duggar represented
Fairhope. Ava Cocke, Nate
Hartwell and Sullivan Stankoski
represented St Michael.
They sailed five races back to
back. With obstacles through out
the day like shifting winds, current and many hours on the
water our teams showed without

From the Junior
Commodore

The FYC juniors have been getting
some good wins at their most
recent regattas. With Wadewitz
rescheduled to November 7, the
first high school regatta was Monk
Smith at BayWavland YC. The
winners were St Michael’s with
first and Fairhope, second, battling
it out for first place far ahead of all
the other teams.
After seven new 420s were pura doubt how hard they’ve worked
chased,
the new Bayshore team
to WIN!
has
been
practicing along with
Tying in points Saint Michael
Fairhope
and St Michael’s teams
won the tie breaker and got First
creating
practices
with fleets of ten
Place Overall! Fairhope won
or
more
boats
at
a
time.
Second Place Overall!! We are so
Our
second
regatta
of the year
proud of our high school teams!
was Hospitality in JacksonYC.
Another close race between the
Fairhope teams with Fairhope 2nd,
Bayshore 3rd and St Michael’s 4th
of a fleet of seven only being beaten by Jackson’s team. Overall
everyone is having lots of fun and
can’t wait for Wadewitz.
Kip Buck,
FYC Junior Commodore

Hospitality HS Regatta at Jackson
FYC sent 3 high school teams
to compete in the Jackson Yacht
Club Hospitality High School
Regatta. Bayshore Christian,
Fairhope High & St. Michael
Catholic High School sailing
teams traveled to Jackson, MS
Friday October 23. Seven high
school teams competed in some
challenging conditions.
Saturday morning the teams
were met with a very chilly 54
degrees on the water. The sailors
all showed up ready to win.
There was an A & B fleet for the
main high school regatta as well

as an open fleet. Saturday, they
raced three and half rotations
totaling 14 races for A & B fleet
and 4 rotations totally 8 races in
open fleet. Sunday they raced
one and half rotations
totaling 6 races for A
& B fleet and 2 rotations totally 4 races in
open fleet.
Newcomers
Bayshore Christian
won 3rd place overall.
Fairhope High School
won 2nd overall. Saint
Michael won 4th overall. Within the fleets:

A fleet- St. Michael won 1st,
Bayshore won 3rd, Fairhope won
5th. B fleet- Fairhope won 2nd,
Bayshore won 3rd & St. Michael
won 5th. Open fleet- St. Michael
won 1st, Bayshore & Fairhope did
not compete.

Sun
11am-8pm

Mon
Closed

Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation
(251-928-8888 for Dinner Reservations)

Tue
Closed

1 Change your 2

3

8

9

clocks!
Prime
Rib!

Wadewitz
Regatta

15 Porch
Social
5-7

Prime Rib!

22

29

SUPPER
CLUB

Prime Rib!

Wed
4pm-9pm

Thu
4pm-9pm

November~2020

Fri
11am-10pm

Sat
11am-10pm
7 Wadewitz
Regatta
Shrimp Boil

4 Membership 5

6

10

11

12

13

14

16

17

18

19

20

21

23

24

25

26

sgiving 27

Mtgs
6:00 JrYC
7:00 Equity

BINGO
UPSTAIRS!

Thank

Auxiliary
Luncheon

27

30

Shrimp Boil

28
Clubhouse
Decoration
Party!

WHAT’s Happening at the Club!

SUNDAY RACING: Afternoon
race starts at 2pm and sails 5
nautical miles on our compass
course. Check in below the clubhouse! Join the sailors after the
race for yarns and refreshing
adult beverages.
HOLIDAY PARTYING AT
THE CLUB!
To book your holiday event,
contact the FYC Office for
schedules. December is filling
up!
PORCH SOCIALS: Winter
times now, 5-7pm and inside
by the fireplace if the weather
is bad!
SANTA’S VISIT : Dec. 20 by
the fireplace from 2-4pm and
followed by the Porch Social
also inside from 5-7pm.
Eating at the Club? Ask
your server about very limited specials!

Chef Matthew has announced
the Holiday Hours for the Club:

Thanksgiving: Thanksgiving is going to be TAKE
AND BAKE. It was a very successful format at
Easter. Reservations for the T&B will have to be in
as soon as possible. Pick up is the Wednesday
before Thanksgiving and I will come down on
Thanksgiving Day and hand out until noon.
We are closed Thanksgiving Day
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day: The Club will be
closed both days
New Year’s Eve: Bar opens at 4pm; Reservations
for Dinner need to made early and serving will start
about 7pm; Dance Band will start after 8pm and is
open to all members; Champagne and Breakfast
will be served after Midnight
Friday, New Year’s Day: Bar open at 11am until 4pm
with complementary Cornbread, Greens
and Black-eyed Peas for luck
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Halloween under the Club!
Cowboys, gangsters, Carroll
Baskins, and witches
galore were seen partying
under the club as members donned their best costumes for our
annual Halloween party.
The Patrick Smith band kept it going
with great
music all night
long. Don’t be
sad if you
missed it, just
make sure to
come to the
next event!

CHRISTMAS

HHH

Commodore’s
Ball

New
Year’s
Eve

This says it all . . .

The Commodore’s parking
sign pretty
much says it all
for all of us for
this hurricane
season; there is
another out
there, and it’s
not over yet!
And now there
are five, what
could anybody
possibly say in a positive way
about that; well, here is the
spin. For all yawl that moved
here from somewhere other
than here aka the cone of
uncertainty you are on a
steep learning curve gaining
years’ worth of experiences.
Also, by now you know that
all storms are different or at
least the effects are different
So, can you name the five
hurricanes that we have
experienced? Right, Cristobel,
Laura, Sally, Delta, & Zeta.

FYC Auxiliary Report

I would like to give a big
shout out to all of the members to please come to the next
meeting on Friday, November
6, at 11:00. We need a lot of
help with the upcoming
events.
The auxiliary is happy to
announce we gave the club
FYC Auxiliary held their
$1,200 dollars for the lights
October meeting on the 2nd.
that helpd removal of the
They are off to a great start.
geese.
Upcoming events being
Kate Gibson, the auxiliary
planned include the Auxiliary president, led the election for
Christmas party at the
the new office They are as folDecember 4 meeting;
lows: Kate Gibson, President;
Decorating the Club for
Linda Fontenot, Vice
Christmas on November 27
President; Dale Cunningham,
and the Seventh Annual Chili Secretary and Mary
Bowl Race and Cook-Off series Funderburg, Treasurer.
Jan.17, 24 and 31.
THE 2020 NOMINATING
COMMITTEE
SLATE OF CANDIDATES:
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October Membership
Committee Report

Invited to Associate
Membership:
Robert Agren
Amanda Bacon
Zach Huey
Betty Huff
Trip McVay III
Brian Moore

Accepted to Equity
Membership:

Angie Barton
Doyce Ellengurg
Kris Gavin
Stephen Kelley
Brant Richerson
Welcome Aboard
Steven Savarese
Membership Chair

Harbor progress!

October brought considerable progress on the FYC
bulkhead renewal project, despite the Hurricanes
working so hard to slow us down! The original wall
was removed in areas and the electricians have
been here to remove electrical cabling attached to
the front of the old wall near
the hoist. Power will be off to
Pier B and the hoists for a couple of weeks while that wall is

removed and the new one is
installed. Starting in the corner of the property
by the island, the
new boardwalk is
going in over the
new bulkhead and
it's really looking
great. Check out
the work next time
you are on the
grounds.

Sunday Sailing ~ report & pictures from Tracy Hirsh

9/27 A beautiful, blue, nearly
made for an exciting race. The
cloudless day drew eight boats out course was set at X-N-W-S-X
to the starting line last Sunday.
Temperatures were not exactly
cool but they were just right for a
day on the water! The wind was
the only thing missing but it came
in just as the boats were starting
across the line and managed to
hold pretty steady at 10-12 kts

throughout the race. As they filled
in out of the south, the course was
set at X-S-W-N-X. Several boats
flew spinnakers in the light air.
On the last leg or two, the competitors even saw gusts up to 15.

10/18 Eight boats signed up and
came out for a great race in light
winds that were slowly clocking
around to meet the predictions for

10/25 A day that started out kind
of overcast, cleared and brightened and eight boats came out to
the starting mark to race. Winds
were fairly light at about 6-8
knots out of the NW and the
course was set at X-NW-SW-SE-X.

All the competitors stayed pretty
close as they made their way
the day. Perfect temperatures and around the course as the dolphins
sunshine made it a fantastic day enjoyed darting from one boat bow
to be out on the water despite

10/4 What a great race! Nine
boats came out to race on a warm
and windy Sunday afternoon.

With winds in the 10-15 knot
range, it was a fast race with all

nine boats finishing within about
10 minutes of each other. Lots of
cross tacking and close roundings

winds that were fairly steady
around 6 kts for most of the race
and then dropped to almost none
by the last leg. A little different
course, X-W-X-SW-X-E, took
advantage of the shifting winds

wave to another. Although the
wind lightened as the race progressed, everyone made it back to
shore to enjoy the fellowship and
camaraderie that always follows
on Sunday afternoons!

We will race again November 1,
after the clouds have cleared and
the rain has moved on from our
latest Hurricane, Zeta. Look forward to seeing even more boats
out on the water to enjoy this
and finished everyone close to the beautiful sailing weather.
club as they died.25
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