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The pool will remain closed until we get back to
some type of normal and can open the pool to ALL.

Dear FYC Members,
Well, Covid -19 is still

around and has things around
the club at a minimum.  The
restaurant is doing well
thanks to all the support from
our members. The staff is
working very hard at this time
to make sure the restaurant is
clean and ready to open when
we have the go ahead. I do
believe we will have to start
slowly and build our way to a
new normal pace for the
restaurant. We are looking at
plans to do a soft opening once
we are allowed to open. I hope
it is soon. Weather has been
great lately. I have seen a lot
of activity around the club, on
the beach, and on the water.
Hope everyone is enjoying
themselves, the beautiful
weather and also being safe.
Please make sure you are col-
lecting your trash and throw-
ing it in the trash cans to help
keep our club grounds looking

The Mainsheet 
Now available to pick up at the FYC Office!

Are you curious about sailing
within the Gulf Yachting
Association and how it all got
started?  The history of the Sir
Thomas Lipton Challenge? The
year the GYA celebrates its
100th Anniversary and the
100th sailing of the Sir Thomas
Lipton Challenge. To celebrate
these centennials, a weekend of
events is planned for Labor Day
Weekend 2020 at Southern
Yacht Club and all GYA clubs
and their members are invited.
Events include a re-enactment
of the first Lipton Challenge
between Southern and Pensacola Yacht Clubs, to be sailed in
the Fish Class sloop, and a 1920s style gala, just to name two.
Over the years, FYC has had many sailors who have sailed in
the Jr. Lipton and/or the Lipton Challenge, competed in GYA
sanctioned regattas, have served or currently serve on GYA
committees, and five Past Commodores of FYC have served as
Commodores of the GYA. Also to celebrate the centennials, a
144-page, hard cover commemorative book has been written on
the history of the GYA and the Lipton Challenge. FYC pre-pur-
chased thirty books which will be available in May 2020.  The
books are $50.00 each and you can reserve your book in the
FYC office. You can pay for your book now or when you pick it
up - just be sure to reserve yours early.

PC Cathy Cromartie

awesome.  Be cautious of chil-
dren in the parking lots as
there are more than normal
out and about during the

week than usual.
Chris Dabney,
Commodore

Celebrating 100 Years 



We are pleased to announce
that the SESIA Board voted to
award Fairhope High School the
Sportsmanship Award.  This
award is usually awarded at our
area Baker/Mallory qualifier.
That event was not held this year,
however the board still wanted to
award a team that showed the
best sportsmanship throughout
the year.  Congratulations
Fairhope High School!
These past weeks have been

some strange times to experience.
High school sailing and spring
clinics stopped in mid-season.
Events have been cancelled or
postponed through the end of
May.  It has been a difficult task
to try to keep sailors plugged in
and excited about sailing in this
time.  
FYC sailors are taking one

opportunity by attending an

online clinic with sailing rock star
Dave Perry.  We have scheduled
one afternoon weekly to partici-
pate in a private clinic though the
month of May.   ISSA has also
gotten on board with Dave Perry
and Steve Hunt by offering a
series of clinics for area high
school coaches. I won’t pass up on
an opportunity like that, bringing
what I learn to our next season in
the fall.  As difficult as times are
right now, it is neat to experience
the new avenues which organiza-
tions, clubs and businesses are
utilizing to keep people connected.  

HOT SUMMER DEAL
Family Learn to Sail
Classes.  
Lesson will be taught on the
Flying Scot in the weekday
evenings 5:30 – 7:30.
Six hours of lessons taught by

a US Certified Instructor.  
A family of 2 Adults and up to
3 Children
Cost: $150.
REGISTRATION:
<holly@fairhopeyachtclub.com>
Spots will be limited. 

The Mainsheet is published
monthly by the Fairhope

Yacht Club, a member of
the Gulf Yachting Association and

United States Sailing Association.
Circulation includes all Fairhope Yacht
Club members and GYA affiliated
clubs.  The Mainsheet, Fairhope Yacht
Club, P.O. Box 1327, Fairhope, AL
36533, or e-mail to
mainsheet@fairhopeyachtclub.com by
the 20th of the month prior to publica-
tion.  
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The Layline ~ Sailing Director Holly Murry

The month of April has been
very uneventful for the juniors.
We are converting to virtual
school for the rest of the year
and all seniors have graduat-
ed. Practice is still cancelled
but we are starting zoom les-
sons to enhance our knowledge
on the rules and tactics of rac-
ing.

I hope every-
one has a nice
enjoyable month
while the
weather starts
to get warm and
people are get-
ting back on the water.

Kip Buck,
FYC Junior Commodore

From the Junior Commodore

Take out is still available and will be until we have the ability to
offer inside service. The mild weather and the longer days make
our location on the Bay ideal for a relaxed lunch or evening meal
with sunsets. Join us (at proper distances) to remember why we
are members of Fairhope Yacht Club.



Using the Club in the quarantine!

Wednesday to Sunday
evenings often have member
cars parked along the beach to
enjoy the sunset from their
front seats or their tailgate,
taking advantage of the cooler
evening breezes.

The views are great and the
sound of the waves gently lap-
ping are so relaxing, especially
with a beverage and some
snacks from the club!

PC Vince LoPresti and his
lovely wife Angie are picking
up lunch to enjoy on the deck
of the club!

Others have enjoyed their club
lunches and dinners beneath
the shade of the cypress trees!

While others are bringing their
own chairs for a picnic style
lunch on the grounds.

Sailors have a built-in spot to
enjoy a delicious lunch from
the club to kick-off on after-
noon sail!

Still others have enjoyed the
gazebo for its breezes and
built-in socially distanced seat-
ing! 

Your Mainsheet Editor Nancy
Fitpatrick, PC Randy Fitz-
Wainwright and Linda Russo
took advantage of the sunny
day for this Friday lunch!

Even the FYC Board knows
how to do social distancing. PC
Randy Fitz-Wainwright and
John Adams make a small, in-
person group meeting with the
rest of the Board online with
Go-To Meeting!

And, of course, Sunday racers
maintain a suitable distance on
shore as well as out on the
water! Enjoying a little pre-
race refreshment are Harbor
Chair John Buziak,
Commodore Chris Dabney and
Dr. Joel Green.

FYC members know how to social distance and still enjoy the great outdoors and their club!
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Keep watching the emails and posts for the latest
notices. Stay safe and well.

AMENDED NOTICE OF RACE 
GYA OPENING REGATTA  

June 6, 2020 

and NOTICE OF RACE 
CANDLER REGATTA   

June 7, 2020  
St. Andrews Bay Yacht Club

An amendment to change 
the Constitution

Current: 
ARTICLE VI - MEETINGS

Section 1.
The annual election of the Officers shall be held
on the first Wednesday of each December at 7:30
P.M. in the City of Fairhope or at the regular
meeting following such annual meeting.
Regular meetings shall be held on the first
Wednesday of each month at 7:30 P.M. in the
City of Fairhope or at the Club House.
Proposed Amendment (changes indicated
in red print):

ARTICLE VI - MEETINGS
Section 1.
The annual election of the Officers shall be held
on the first Wednesday of each December at 7:00
P.M. in the City of Fairhope or at the regular
meeting following such annual meeting.
Regular meetings shall be held on the first
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 P.M. in the
City of Fairhope or at the Club House.

Presented, motioned and seconded at the
February 5, 2020 General Membership
Meeting: Motion to amend Article VI of
the Fairhope Yacht Club Constitution:

A vote will take place at the next
General Membership Meeting.
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CLUB EVENTS ARE ON
HOLD UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE. EMAIL POSTS
FROM THE COMMODORE
WILL ALERT US AS THE
SITUTION CHANGES! 
MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS;
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
MEETING; HARBOR; RACE
AND REGATTA; BINGO;
PORCH SOCIAL;
SPECIAL EVENTS:
OYSTERS BY THE BAY: 6pm
on the beach!. Watch the beauti-
ful sunset at FYC while enjoying
freshly shucked, fire roasted oys-
ters. Cost is $24/dozen. The tiki
hut will be serving up some spe-
cialty drinks as you relax to some
of your favorite music classics. 
WINE AND CHEESE
SOIRÉE: 6pm. Now is your
chance to get out of your comfort
zone. Taste wines you may be

curious about or you never knew
we offered. Our chef will be
offering a variety of cheese pair-
ings which will make a great
appetizer to any of his featured
dishes. $15/person
HAVANA NIGHTS: 6pm: Let's
get a little Cuban! Cuban eats,
salsa dancing, and authentic
rolled cigars will have you feel-
ing like you just stepped out of
Old Havana. Want to learn to
salsa? Let our DJ show you just
how easy it is! 
We can all look forward to the
coming normalization and the
events we have come to enjoy at
our Club. We can best use our
club by taking advantage of the
meals prepared by our great
staff and enjoying the beach,
bay, boats and view. Sunsets
still wait for us on the beach and
the porch!

WHAT’s Happening at the Club!

28 29 30

APRIL 4 DRAWDOWN
has been rescheduled for
AUGUST 7.
Tickets will still be on sale
at the FYC Office for
$100.00. This will put you in
the running for a $2500.00
pay day.
Money raised will go to buy
R&R and Juniors a power-
boat for regatta use and
summer sailing. Our sup-
port fleet boats are old, and
we will need to replace them
to keep our programs going.
Please reach out and ask

your friends and family to
buy tickets also. We will
have the Tip Tops again and
good food. We know it will
be an awesome party!

Keep watching the emails and posts for the
latest notices. Stay safe and well.



HHHHarbor Hurricane Preparedness Plan HHH

This plan is on our web site, nine pages long and
very concise in the responsibility of each of us in
the face of immenent disaster. Those of us who
have followed these procedures over the years
with every class of disaster from high water and
sand in the parking lot to the distruction of
Katrina suggest that you download the plan and
keep it on hand to advise you both in your respon-
sibilities to your club as well as your family and
possessions at home.
PREPARATION STARTS HERE:
The order of priority when preparing Fairhope

Yacht Club Harbor for a hurricane is (1) Protect
human life, (2) Seek to prevent or minimize per-
sonal injury, (3) Reduce the exposure of property
to damage, (4) Minimize damage to property that
cannot be relocated and (5) Seek to restore nor-
mal operations as quickly as possible.
The most critical task is securing boats, which

may move about and damage the harbor and
other boats. The harbor is not a viable sanctuary
for boats of any type during a direct hurricane
hit. The wet slips, dry and loft storage are not
designed to accommodate boats during heavy
winds and/or storm surge. These elements tend
to push and pound boats against pilings, docks,
and other vessels. Loft storage boats are in dan-
ger of being moved by wind or being lifted into
racks above with tide surge. Increased weight of
water-filled boats could collapse the rack system.
The Harbor Committee encourages early evacua-
tion of all boats in dry and loft storage, and trail-
erable boats in wet slips.
Circumstances may prevent evacuation of some

boats. This Harbor Hurricane Preparedness Plan
(hereinafter referred to as the “Plan”), in addition
to describing evacuation procedures, outlines rec-
ommended practices for securing boats in the har-
bor. This Plan also describes procedures for com-
municating and carrying out hurricane response
for all other aspects of the harbor – before, during,

and after the storm.
Successful preparation for a hurricane depends

on how early and how orderly preparations are
made, even though the chances may be great
that the harbor will not suffer a direct hit. Boat
owners are encouraged to be aware of tropical
weather conditions. Preparation procedures
should be well underway during the U.S.
Weather Service Hurricane WATCH Phase. All
boats should be secured or evacuated by the time
a hurricane WARNING is issued. A last minute
call for area evacuation by the Emergency
Management Agency could prevent the neces-
sary time to secure or evacuate a boat and prop-
erly secure the harbor.
Boat owners with a boat in a wet slip, dry or

loft storage are required to be familiar with this
plan. Timetables for implementing the various
stages of the plan will depend on the storm’s for-
ward speed and direction, probability of a storm
hit, and the expected intensity of the storm.
Remember - to attempt to secure boats while
under storm influences is at the risk of lives. The
inconveniences of early action are a small price to
pay for safety.
Be aware that this Plan assumes a direct hit

(the eye passing directly over or within 25 miles
of the harbor) and may work only for lower cate-
gory hurricanes. A direct hit by a Category II or
stronger storm could result in major damage to
the boats and harbor facilities. This Plan is
designed to limit the damage to the harbor and
boats. For a major storm this Plan may or may
not be adequate.

The complete plan for Hurricane Preparedness
on line will help you know what to do if you are
new to the seasonal weather events we annually
experience as the price we pay to live in this beau-
tiful part of the world.

Every year about this time, Jack
Autrey asks me if we have insurance.
Jack asks me this because he under-
stands the importance of it and that it
renews during April annually.
Yes, we do again, thankfully. So let

me share a little information with you
about the committee. First, there are
the standing committee members.
Capt. Terry Gilbreath Retired USCG
and now Harbor Master at the AL

State Port Authority, Anthony
O’Conner former Insurance Agent and
Producer with the Willis Company.
Robin Grieves, former Navy Officer and
former portfolio risk manager. David
Barr over fifty years of safety experi-
ence, older than OSHA and currently
Safety Manager for the AL State Port
Authority. Second, there are additional
staff members on the committee
depending on activities at FYC.

Commodore Gary Moore reorganized
the Marine Safety and Insurance
Committee during his tenure. The
insurance coverage at that time was
inadequate, expensive for the coverage
provided, and communication could be
dificult. He charged the committee to
get FYC out of the mess and not to let
it happen again.  The committee has
served at the convenience of the
Commodore since then.

Marine Safety & Insurance ~ David Barr



Spring Sunday Sailing

A new improved Boat Launch! High winds ashore!

After two weeks off, one for Easter
Sunday and one for some very heavy
winds on 4/19, we were back on the
water! With 6 boats signed in for rac-
ing, continuing high winds of a steady
15 at race time with gusts to 20 car-
ried 5 boats across the starting line.
Most had reefed mains and conserva-
tive headsails for what turned out to
be a very fast race! The course was set
at X-N-W-S-X and results came in as
follows:
1st    Moonglade 3:15:11
2nd   Alouette 3:17:25
3rd   SKeDADDLE 3:22:45
4th   Gypsy Wind 3:24:20
5th   MOJO 3:26:45
6th   Penny DNS

The following Sunday brought anoth-
er day of generous winds and seven
boats to the starting line in steady 10-
15 knot winds in the beautiful sun-
shine. With the steady seabreeze from
the SW, the course was set at X-SW-

NW-NE-X. With great starts and con-
sistent winds, all seven racers finished
within four minutes of each other! A
fantastic, fast race with lots of exciting
crossings and friendly competition!

Finishes were recorded as follows:
1st    Alouette 3:12:10
2nd   SKeDADDLE 3:12:28
3rd   Moonglade 3:13:25
4th   Penny 3:13:52
5th   Damn Yankee 3:15:23
6th   MOJO 3:15:50
7th   Gypsy Wind 3:16:25 

Corona Cup Racing continues next
week as the club is still unable to
open. Come on out and join us for the
best kind of social distancing!

Special Shout out to Jr. Sailor Charlie
Green for his assistance on board
Gypsy Wind

Upgrades were made to the FYC boat
launch in April! A large washed out
area at the end of the launch and sub-
sequent drop-off was filled with con-
crete and railroad rock. Divers were
called in to place the material and the
launch was closed for a day to allow for
materials to harden and set.
Be on the look out for bumpers to be

replaced on both sides of the launch
soon to complete the upgrades to the
area.

High winds on a Saturday pushed a
few club boats around in the parking
lot in April. Twice during the month,
high tide timed its arrival to coincide
with winds just right to push water
in and over the docks at FYC. Water
recedes with the tide and as the
winds subside or shift directions. 



Visit our Ships Store
for all your 

FYC-identified items. 
Pat keeps a great supply of tumblers,

glasses, shirts, caps and other gift items
to use or give to show your pride in 

Fairhope Yacht Club!
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Please support the Members whose Ads support the Mainsheet


