
Wow, what a great Wadewitz
Weekend! We had a great event for
the final weekend of September,
with over 100 boats participating in
our annual Wadewitz Regatta and
Fall Festival. In GYA Capdevielle,
we had nearly the same level of
participation as the Liptons, and
FYC hosted many other large fleets,
including Optimist, 420, Laser, and
over 30 children participating in the
Opti Green Fleet! Competitors
came from all over the GYA, includ-
ing large groups from Pensacola,
Pontchartrain, Southern, Mobile,
and Buccaneer Yacht Clubs.
FYC's fantastic group of club vol-
unteers hosted five races on Mobile
Bay simultaneously throughout the

weekend. Since the weekend weath-
er was calm and hot, sailors dealt
with challenging conditions through
the entire event, but the weather
cooperated long enough for all fleets
to get at least five races logged, and
everyone had a great time on the
water.
Saturday afternoon, the racers
returned to the club to a big party,
featuring Blind Dog Mike and the
Howlers, Bushwackers, refresh-
ments, and fresh Po-Boys fried up
under the club! Everyone who par-
ticipated had a great time, and we
heard nothing but compliments
from our GYA visitors and mem-
bers alike.

Continued on Page 2

Thank you to everyone who
helped with the Wadewitz
Regatta! I mean everyone,
from our Bridge officers and
those who volunteered with
the race, to our Membership
for helping us be gracious
hosts. I also want to thank our
great staff who worked their
fannies off this weekend, espe-
cially Miss Pauline who hung
in to help George get through
his first Wadewitz. There are
always problems that arise in
an event this large but when
your guests don’t see the mis-
takes you know you’ve done
well.
For those who do not keep up
with the City Council meet-
ings a resolution was passed
last week to “join in a partner-
ship with Fairhope Yacht Club
to dredge the Fly Creek
Channel.” They will have to
put the job out for bid but it is
definitely a step forward and a
commitment that we will not
being doing this alone.
We will be voting in November
on the motion that was passed
at the September meeting to
increase the dues. You will find
the motion printed in this
month’s Mainsheet, posted on
the bulletin board and in the
Minutes from last month.

Thank you,
Randy Fitz-Wainwright,

Commodore

From the Commodore

It’s time to plan your Holiday Parties with the staff of the yacht
club. Call George Murrill, our new Dining Room Manager, at the
club to make your Holiday Party a success, 928-8888. ext 2.
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Nomination Committee Report for 2019
Bridge:
Commodore - Chris Dabney
Vice Commodore - Scott Harwell    
Rear Commodore- Philip Durant
Fleet Captain - Mark McCullins   
Fleet Surgeon - Robbie Rux 
Secretary -  Joe McIntosh
Board of Governors:
Randy Fitz-Wainwright
Mignon Bishop
John Clarkson
Kevin Northrup
Long Range Planning:
Ben Batchhelder
Hayden Montgomery
Robin Grieves

Membership:
Zack Gonzalez
John Luce
Patricia  McPherson
Steve Savarese
Harbor:
Ellis Ollinger
Scott Laughlin
John Buziak

Additional nominations from the floor
may be made at the November general
meeting. Voting by Equity Members
takes place at the Special Annual
Meeting called after the December
Meeting.



The Mainsheet is published
monthly by the Fairhope

Yacht Club, a member of
the Gulf Yachting Association and

United States Sailing Association.
Circulation includes all Fairhope Yacht
Club members and GYA affiliated
clubs.  The Mainsheet, Fairhope Yacht
Club, P.O. Box 1327, Fairhope, AL
36533, or e-mail to
mainsheet@fairhopeyachtclub.com by
the 20th of the month prior to publica-
tion.  

BRIDGE 
Commodore - Randy Fitz-Wainwright
Vice Commodore - Chris Dabney   
Rear Commodore- Scott Hartwell 
Fleet Captain - Philip Durant  
Fleet Surgeon - Dr. Rick Childs 
Secretary - 
Treasurer - Brian Snider

BOARD OF GOVERnORS
Michael Amos
Ray French
Ellis Ollinger
Joe McIntosh
Tony Lowery
Johnnie Roberts
Dan Herzog

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Memorial Pat Colvin        
Entertainment Christine Banjanin

Stephanie Beedy                           
Building/Grounds 
Food & Bev Chris Dabney
Insurance/Marine Safety David Barr
Harbor  John Adams                                
Associates   Christine Banjanin
Membership  MIgnon Bishop
Offshore  Byron Yoder
Cruising  Stan Brown        
Water Front Director  Holly Murray
Adult Sailing  John Helmstadter 
Race & Regatta  Scott Harwell
Junior Commodore  Pete McGriff
Juniors Advisors Elizabeth & Kelly
McGriff 
Historians PC Barbara Brown

Sarah Johnston-Cox 
Guardian  John Adams
GYA Coordinator   Philip Durant
Mainsheet Editor   nancy Fitzpatrick
Mainsheet Reporter   Martha Payne 
Long Range Planning               
ICRC                               
FYC Auxiliary Darlene Sirmon 

Office: Mon-Fri 8:00am-12:00, 1:30-4:30pm
Phone: 251-928-3276 Fax: 251-990-8602

Email: office@fairhopeyachtclub.com
Club Office: 101 Volanta, Fairhope AL 36532

Mailing Address: Box 1327, Fairhope AL
36533

Web address: www.fairhopeyachtclub.com

The Layline ~ Sailing Director Holly Murray

At Half Mast
JOHN IANNACONE

August, 2018
JOHN L. MARTY
Sepember, 2018

Wadewitz from Page 1
Thank you to all the members who volunteered their time, talent, and

treasure to help make this year's Wadewitz Regatta such a great success.
New member participation and volunteerism was through the roof! It was
excellent to see so many people interested in enjoying all our club has to
offer. The bar and restaurant staff did a superb job keeping up with the
entire event. Thank you again to all of you. We can't wait to do it again
next year!

Philip Durant
Fleet Captain 

Wadewitz Regatta Chairman
Scott Hartwell

Rear Commodore



Many Fairhope
Juniors took home
hardware from the
regatta, including
Emily Allen &
Liam Bishop, 2nd
Place 420
Trap/Spin; Nate
Hartwell & Robert
Montgomery, 1st
Place 420 Non-
Trap/Spin; Gavin
Valentine & Kip Buck, 3rd
Place 420 Non-Trap/Spin; Joe
Comer, 2nd Place Optimist
Overall & 1st Place Optimist
Blue Fleet; Chandler Taloney,
3rd Place Optimist Overall &
2nd Place Optimist Red Fleet;
Cruz Dabney, 1st Place
Optimist White Fleet; and
Coleman Kennedy, 2nd Place
Optimist Blue Fleet. Along
with the fantastic showing
from FYC among the Opti
Green Fleet, who made up at
least a third of the 30 who
participated, Fairhope Juniors
had a great showing over the
weekend.

Great Job, everyone!

Junior Commodore’s Report

FYC brings in the Wadewitz prizes!

Hello members!
I’m writing this report on my way
home from Houston, Texas. We’ve
had lots of activity in the junior pro-
gram this month starting off with the
Liptons. We had a fantastic showing
with a 7th, 1st, 3rd, and 7th to land
us in 5th overall. I was very honored
to be able to skipper in the regatta
and was super happy with our result.
Our high school sailing practices
have begun as we have both
Fairhope High School and St.
Michaels out on the water every
Monday and Wednesday. Our Opti
sailors have been practicing and we

also have some trapeze and spin-
naker 420 sailors back on the water
for Wadewitz. I finished off my
month by sailing in the Southeastern
Qualifier for the High School
National Championship. To qualify
you must win the regatta, and I am
happy to qualify for the second year
in a row and continue to represent
Fairhope High School and Fairhope
Yacht Club at this event. October
should be a wonderful month to be on
the water.
I hope to see y’all out there!

Pete McGriff, 
Junior Commodore



7       8 
6pm PotLuck

9
Taco Tuesday!

10 
Membership
Committee

11   12     
Movie Night

6:30pm

13

28 29 
6pm PotLuck

30
TacoTuesday

31 Nov. 4
Daylight
Savings Time
Expires

22 

Porch Social

22          
6pm PotLuck

23
TacoTuesday

24 25    26 27 HalloweenDance

1 2 3 Pasta Buffet!
6:30 JrYC
7:30 M’ship
Meeting

4 5 
Auxiliary

Lunch

6      

11am-8pm 4-9pm(Bar) 4-9pm(Bar) 4pm-9pm 4pm-9pm 11am-10pm 11am-10pm
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation
(251-928-8888 for Dinner Reservations) 

October~2018

WHAT’s Happening at the Club!
MEMBERSHIP MEETING
NIGHT Pasta Buffet! Choose
the pasta, sauce and ingredi-
ents you like for $10. 
SUNDAY FUN RACES: Join
us! Sign in at the bar to know
your handicap. Join the after-
sailing fun at the bar to talk
about your race.
Monday night POT LUCK:
Bring a dish and meet mem-
bers. 6:00pm 
TACOS on Tuesday: Sunset
and tacos starting at 6pm with
your friends
3rd Wednesdays: BEER &
BINGO join the fun with your
friends for games of chance
from 6:30 to 8:30.
3rd Tuesdays: REGATTA
COMMITTEE: This is your
chance to join the people who
plan all that is required for
regatta and race participation,
6:30pm.
1st Fridays: AUXILIARY

LUNCH Auxiliary meetings
start at 11am for greeting and
lunch, followed by meeting and
a program. Everyone is wel-
come.
2nd Fridays: MOVIE NIGHT
Young members specials and
movies while you enjoy the din-
ing room pleasures
3rd Fridays: SEAFOOD
JUBILEE: With our Bay and
Gulf full of wonderful tasty
things to eat, our Chef Jacob
plans his best dishes for your
dining pleasure
3rd Sundays: PORCH
SOCIAL: On the porch as
long as the weather permits
and inside when the cold winds
begin to blow.
OCTOBER 20: our DOUBLE-
HAND REGATTA for the dar-
ing duos looking for glory and
rewards.
OCTOBER 27:
HALLOWEEN DANCEHALLOWEEN DANCE with

the Modern El Dorados Modern El Dorados pro-
viding the music you love to
dance to!
Don’t forget! the
time change occurs
at Midnight on
November 3. Fall
back to “Sun Time” again!
NOVEMBER 3: AROUND
THE ROSE RACE, sailing
around our Compass Rose in
either direction you choose,
featuring fun and folly with all
manner of ways to pad your
rating! 
NOVEMBER 10: RING
AROUND THE BAY honoring
our Past Commodore Paul
Ring, rescheduled from May. 
NOVEMBER 22: THE
THANKSGIVING BUFFET
will give us all the chance to
have a great meal without the
hassle of washing the dishes
when we’re full and ready to
nap!
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November~2018
Chef Jacob is planning a bountiful feast for the

Thanksgiving celebration, join us!

GYA and LIPTON CENTENNIAL 
There has been so much hap-

pening in the GYA recently, and
it’s about to get even busier or
more exciting!  In 2020 the GYA
and the competition for the
Lipton Cup will celebrate 100
years. As part of these centenni-
als there will be 3 fun filled days
and eloquent events at Southern
Yacht Club on Labor Day week-
end 2020. These events are not
for only Lipton participants but
for all club members in the 34
clubs of the GYA. The 100th Year
Committee is also putting togeth-
er a 9" x 12", 128-page, hard
cover with dust jacket commemo-
rative coffee table book. The
GYA, its clubs and the Sir
Thomas Lipton Regatta are rich
with history and this commemo-
rative book will combine that his-
tory into one source. These com-
memorative books will be avail-
able for pick-up at the GYA
Opening Regatta at St. Andrews
Bay YC in May 2020 (actual date
to be determined) and in the FYC
office the week following the

Opening Regatta.  FYC has pur-
chased 30 of the books. Reserve
your book(s) today by giving your
name to Pat in the office and pay-
ing $50.00 cost per book!  

Is there someone you'd like to
see Honored or Memorialized in
the GYA-Lipton Centennial
Commemorative Book?  Perhaps
someone who participated in 25
consecutive years of Lipton,
someone who has been a winning
skipper in multiple Lipton regat-
tas, someone who has been part
of the winning crew in multiple
Lipton regattas, someone who
sailed their 1st Lipton Regatta at
age 12, or someone who has, in
general, contributed to the sport
of sailing? The Committee will
dedicate 2 pages (more if needed)
in the book to Honor or
Memorialize individuals.  Cost
per line (appx 25 words or 150
characters) is $100 without photo;
$150 with a photo. Contact Cathy
Cromartie
(cathy.cromartie@gmail.com) or
251-895-0993 if you’d like to

Memorialize or Honor someone.    
And lastly (for now), the

Committee is hosting a raffle and
you could win up to $5,000.  The
total prize money will depend on
the total number of tickets sold.
Monies raised will be used for
any items or events planned by
the 100th Anniversary
Committee.  Only 200 will be sold
across the GYA, which means
only about 50 will be sold among
the clubs in Alabama and will be
sold on a 1st come, 1st bought
basis.  25% of the monies raised
will be awarded to the winner!
Tickets are $100 each.  You can
purchase alone, go in half or
quarter with others. The winning
ticket will be drawn at the 2019
GYA Awards Banquet hosted at
Fairhope Yacht Club on January
12th – Best of all … you NEED
NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN.  

We are all very excited about
this upcoming milestone and are
looking forward to these grand
events.



Meet George Murrill ~ by Sabe FinkAuxiliary News

For The Good Of The Club

Get Ready Ladies...the time is
now!!              
A quick update to remind all

Auxiliary members our 2018/19
year has begun!  We started off
with a great show of members to
celebrate our first meeting of
year.  If you missed our
September meeting, we have a
most important meeting coming
up on October 5, the election of
our 2018-19 election of officers.
Don’t miss it. We need to have
everyone’s ideas and suggestions
to have our best year yet!  
Especially welcomed will be your
ideas for upcoming  programs,
speakers and entertainers for our
upcoming year!

NOTICE OF PROPOSED BYLAW AMENDMENT

Current
ARTICLE IV – DUES

Section 2
January 1, 2003, monthly dues for Equity, Out-of-Area Equity, Floating Equity, Out-of-Area Non-
Equity and Associate Membership are Fifty-Six Dollars ($56.00); for Senior Equity and Transitional

Membership, monthly dues are Twenty-Eight Dollars ($28.00). 
.

Proposed
ARTICLE IV – DUES

Section 2
January 1, 2019, monthly dues for Equity, Out-of-Area Equity, Floating Equity, Out-of-Area Non-
Equity and Associate Membership are Sixty-Nine ($69.00) Dollars), with an additional Three Dollars
($3.00) per month to be effected on January 1 in the years 2020 ($72.00), 2021 ($75.00), 2022 ($78.00)
and 2023 ($81.00); for Senior Equity and Transitional Membership, monthly dues shall be one-half
(1/2) of the dues structure in effect for Equity, Out-of-Area Equity, Floating Equity, Out-of-Area Non-

Equity and Associate Membership.  

ByLaw Amendment to be voted on at the November 7, 2018 General Membership Meeting.

Fairhope Yacht Club’s new Front of
House Manager, George Murrill, comes
to us with a wealth of experience and
an abundance of excitement about the
position.
“This is just exactly what I want to do,
what I have trained to do, and I’m
thrilled to be here,” he says. “My
favorite part is the people. I can’t wait
to get to know the members and to
make their club experience as good as
it can be.” 
Murrill comes to us from the Admiral
Hotel, and before that the Marriott
Grand Hotel and the Country Club of
Mobile.
“The private club setting give me the
opportunity to learn the members’
preferences, their favorite place to sit,
their backstory, so to speak.”
Murrill was born in Mobile, attended
Our Lady of Lourdes and B. C. Rain ,
then moved to Naples, FL. His passion
growing up was baseball.
“My dad played in the minors, and
there’s an interesting Mobile and FYC
connection,” he says. “My dad was
signed by Milt Bolling, who was a
Mobile legend, and whose sister,
Carolyn Davis Earnhart, is a member
here at FYC.”
Murrill and his wife, Somaly, have

one son, Joshua,
who is 11, and they
live in West Mobile.
When asked what
he wants to achieve
at FYC, Murrill
says his primary
goal is to make
sure the level of
service is always at
the highest level.
“With the great
staff that has already been assembled
here, that shouldn’t be difficult,” he
says. “Following Pauline Stewart is a
challenge – she has done such a great
job, and the members love her – but I
think I’m capable of meeting that chal-
lenge, and I wish her the very best in
her well-deserved retirement.” In addi-
tion to running the front of the house,
Murrill will also take over special
events and private parties.
“I’m already working with the master
calendar that Pauline and Jacob have
put together, and I welcome input and
suggestions from the membership,” he
says. “I hope to be able to make the
most of the great facility we have here,
and the high level of member interest
and participation, to make the club
meet and exceed expectations.”  



9/9 We are off and running (sailing)
as we had a great day to start our
Fall Series. 9 boats showed up for the
very nice consistent 12 knot winds.
The course was set at X-SW-NW-NE-
X.  Skedadle looked back to her old
self to take the win (Way to go Rick.)
just 36 seconds ahead of Tigress in
2nd with Gypsy Wind a minute and
1/2 later in 3rd.  Competition is get-
ting tough with the 1st 6 boats finish-
ing within about 3 minutes of each
other.

Then we had the Party for the
Spring and Summer Series with tro-
phies going to:        

SPRING           SUMMER
1st White Hawk Gypsy Wind
2nd       Damn Yankee White Hawk
3rd       Wanderer MOJO 
These Sunday Races are a LOT OF
FUN.  Come join us.
9/16 Boy was it hot.  Good thing a
breeze came up ( 10 to 12) knots to
keep the sailors cool in the 7 boats
that came out to race.  The course
was set at X-SW-NW-NE-X.  It was
another close finish with STOKED
winning by a good margin, (Looking
good Chappie), and Faster Pussy Cat
and Gypsy Wind very close for 2nd
and 3rd respectfully.  Tigress was
right there also.

9/23 Another hot day between the
rain drops but 6 boats were out to
race.  The course was set at X-SE-
NE-NW-X.  The 1st 2 legs close to
shore resulted in light, shifty, (flukey)
winds which became steadier about
10 to 12 knots as the race ore on.
MOJO led the pack (Nice Job Terri)
with Damn Yankee and Wanderer
close behind.

ATTENTION:
SLIP RENEWALS

According to the
Harbor Committee
bylaws slip renewal
applications are due by
October 31, 2018.

Application forms not received by
December 1 may result in reassign-
ment of slip.
Please contact the harbor com-

mittee via email to
fycharbor@gmail.com if you have
legitimate reasons for not meeting
the deadline or if you do not
intend to renew your slip. You may
also drop off your applications or
written reasons at the FYC busi-
ness office or mail to the club
addressed to the Harbor
Committee. 

John Adams
FYC Harbor Committee

September 2018 
Membership Report   

Invited to Associate Membership:
Kimberly Barnes
Andru Bramblett
Jeffrey  W. Cook
Harriet G. Dutka
Opal "Diane" Dyer
Jill Frenkel
Bo Hamilton
Bryan Injaian
Dan Sterling
Matt Walker

Accepted to Equity Membership:
Christina Bond
Charles Brasher
Gregory Breland
Renea Canton
Matthew Goldman
L'sheleHamilton
Joe Kelley
Tommy Loftis
Baxter Mayfield
Amy Molyneux
Christian Preus
Robert S. Turner

Welcome Aboard
Mignon Bishop
Membership Chair

Above, collecting the trophies for skip-
pers of Spring series . . .
Below, the Summer series was won by
Jack Ardrey

All in a day’s sail, from “Is there any
wind” to a “Spins up” finish, Priscilla
Dabney caught Sept. 23 afternoon’s
variable weather that is typical of a
great Fall afternoon on our Bay,

Club Sunday Sailing
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