
We have quite a lot going on this
month.
The GYA Opening regatta is the

weekend of May 6 & 7, at Gulfport
Yacht Club; we will be sending over
our Capdevielle team, Viper team and
have many Juniors attending to sail.
The Children's Cup regatta to raise

funds for Children's Hospital, is May
13. I hope everyone who can sail will.
There will also be kayak races, the
silent auction and Doc Roger so there
is something for everyone.
As we do every year, we will have our

Mother's Day Buffet, so make your
reservations early if you plan to
attend.
This month we are celebrating our
75th Anniversary and I invite every-
one to come and join us on May 20
for the celebration that our historians
and entertainment committee have
planned for us. The Ring Around the
Bay Regatta is May 27 and we are try-
ing to make it a big celebration in
honor of PC Paul Ring’s birthday, so
pass the word and let’s get the biggest
attendance we’ve ever had.
The plan for the automatic gate is to

have it operational the week after
Mother’s Day, so please look for
eblasts detailing when we will be pass-
ing out the window stickers.

Thank you,
Randy Fitz-Wainwright

Commodore

The 2nd Saturday of each month, May thru September 8-9am is 
BEACH CLEANUP DAY.

Bring your own gloves and a hard or soft rake.

From the Commodore

Our Crawfish Boil always brings out a crowd!

Mainsheet 
Volume 50, Number 5, May 2017                                                       Latitude: 30°32’29”N  Longitude: 87°54’14”W 

A pleasent change from the usual Porch Social brought the members Below
Deck to feast on vats of Crawfish, corn, potatoes and sausage cooked by PC
Carl Wainwright and his trusty crew.The Sunday Sailors made it to the feast in
time to relax with mudbugs and the adult beverages of their choice and listen
to a great band.

Commodore Randy Fitz-Wainwright invites all Fairhope

Yacht Club members to join her in celebration of 

the incorporation of Fairhope Yacht Club.

The Celebration will be Below Decks, 

Saturday, May 20, 2017.

4:00-6:00 Low Country Boil 

The Modern Eldorados til 8:00pm

Mark your calendars; 

meet the Past Commodores we are honoring and get another

chance to get your anniversary book signed by them.

75 Years on Bayou Volanta

Many of us have that
extra member of the fami-
ly, the furry, feathered, or
scaly center of our uni-
verse. And while our

world revolves around them not everyone
else’s does. The Fairhope Yacht Club’s policy
on pets is that they are not allowed on the
property. In the past we have overlooked
people taking them to their boats, or com-
ing down to play on the beach and I would
like to keep it that way. 
That being said, pets of any nature are not

allowed in or under the club house, on the
porch or in the pool area! This policy is set
by the Health Department and even if it
were not, we are not willing to take on any

liability that may arise should there be an
issue because of your pet. There are many
members who are afraid of, allergic to or
simply don't want to be around your pet
while they watch the sunset on the porch. 
So please leave your pet at home if you

plan to come and use the clubhouse facili-
ties. As always Service Animals are welcome.
Please have your Service Animal properly
identified or be prepared to show his/her
Service papers.  Unfortunately we have to
take this step as false proclamation is
becoming a problem nation wide.

Thank you,
Randy Fitz-Wainwright

Commodore FYC

Pets at FYC!



The Mainsheet is published
monthly by the Fairhope

Yacht Club, a member of
the Gulf Yachting Association and

United States Sailing Association.
Circulation includes all Fairhope Yacht
Club members and GYA affiliated
clubs.  The Mainsheet, Fairhope Yacht
Club, P.O. Box 1327, Fairhope, AL
36533, or e-mail to
mainsheet@fairhopeyachtclub.com by
the 20th of the month prior to publica-
tion.  
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The Layline ~ Sailing Director Holly Murray
I am very excited
with summer right
around the corner.
Our summer pro-
gram will soon be
in full swing with
lots of activity
around the boat
barn.  I would like

to remind everyone we will be hosting
a Level One course May 27- May 30;
during this time there will be limited
access to the barn. 
We had a small opti group ready to

sail in Gulfport for the Alfonso Sutter
but due to the weather they did not
sail. The only class brave enough to
venture out in 20 knot winds and gust
to 30 was the Laser class.  Pete
McGriff was sailing full rig laser for
the event and battled 4-5 foot swells as

the southeast winds pounded the
coast. He sailed a solid consistence
event with finishes 2,2,2,3 and 1.  At
the end of the day the finishes added
up to a WIN! Congratulations on a
well sailed event in some brutal condi-
tions!! We are all getting ready to
return to GYC for the GYA Opening
Regatta May 6 and 7.
Welcome back  Women, Wind and

Wine!!! Starting May, the first and
third Thursday of the month, we will
enjoy and evening on the water.  May
4 and May 18  at 5:30,  I hope to see
you on the water! 
Summer Registration is still open,

but we have had a few classes fill up.
Sign up while we still have room!

See you on the water.
Holly Murray

Water Front Director

At Half Mast-April, 2017:

Troy Scott 
Johnny Lane
Bob Collins   

What a difference several miles South make can make!

Photographer Dawson Morgan
decided to take Greg Smith's advice
and photograph the difference from the Club harbor and the wind
impact at Point Clear during the end-of-month storms that threat-
ened us. Many pier boards were afloat and the surf was quite vio-
lent. Direct from the South was heavy wind and destructive waves.
Bending North on the Eastern Shore, we had our normal swell
with extra high tides gently rolling in.



Junior Commodore’s Report

Team Fairhope

April-What a busy month it's been! The spring
sailing officially kicked off this month, with all
junior clinics officially started and continuing
through the summer. In addition to green fleet
and the advanced Optis, we now have our bay
fleet (learn to sail) and a strong group of
C420s (trapeze and spinnaker) on the water in
Thursdays. Clinics are on Saturdays and
Wednesdays for Optis, and the C420s just
concluded their three-clinic session on
Thursdays and now have a solid core group of
sailors that are waiting on a continuation of
practices. Open and high school practices still
sail on Tuesdays. 
We had our junior boat and car wash Sunday

the 23rd. Thanks to everyone who came out
and supported the juniors in our donations-
funded wash! It was a real pleasure to get out

and get dirty while meeting some new faces
and meeting other members. 
The month concluded with both the Alfonso
Sutter Regatta at Gulfport Yacht Club and the
Leiter Clinic at Southern Yacht Club. Alfonso
Sutter took place on the 29th, with strong
winds from the south coupled with large
swells and chop. Pete McGriff was the District
14 Laser Standard champion, beating the next
competitor by 3 points. Congratulations, Pete!
Sara Boyd and I traveled to SYC for Leiter
Clinic from the 28-30th. The clinic, funded
by the McLennan family, strong supporters of
youth sailing, is an all-female clinic that brings
in high-level coaching at no cost to the sailors.
Among this year's coaches were Richard Feeny,
Katie Lovell, and Anna Tunnicliffe, an
Olympic gold medalist at the 2008 Beijing

Olympics. The weekend
offered a strong, puffy
southern breeze and no
chop which made for a
productive weekend for
our C420 team. The
team learned about
heavy wind sailing, exercise and nutrition,
goal-setting, and more. 
Thank you to everyone who supported jun-
ior sailing this month! From the members who
donated at our boat wash to the McLennan
family, the benefactors of the Leiter Clinic, we
appreciate all the support we have received
and we invite you down to the boat barn to
see what we have going on each week.

I'll see you all out on the water!
Camille McGriff

Our High School Team at MS HS Championship-
left to right:Truitt Williams,  Max Morgan,  Nathan
Valentine,  Liam Bishop, Pete McGriff,  Parker
French, and of course Coach Holly.

The Summer Sailing schedule is filling up! Don’t miss the fun learning to sail !

Juniors put on a boat/car wash

Pete McGriff take Laser title

Pete McGriff wins Full Rig
Lasers at Alfonso Sutter
Regatta-Area D Laser
Championship
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A Staff Appreciation Sail has been
organized.  Our staff does a lot for us
and this is a delightful way to say
thanks. Turns out a few of our staff

have never sailed. The date, weather permitting,
will be Monday, May 15, 6-8 pm centered around
sunset.  We need a few more boats of any type
to volunteer for the outing.  Also if there is inter-
est we can organize a picnic donated to the voy-
age.  Please contact Dawson Morgan, art@daw-
sonmorgan.com if you would like to participate.
Boats will all go out together with a staff mem-
ber and their personal friend or family on board.
There will be a large card at the bar.  Everyone
please write your personal notes and thanks
even if you cannot volunteer

The 2nd Saturday of each month, 
May thru September, 8-9am, is 
BEACH CLEANUP DAY.

All members are invited to join the fun.
Please bring your own gloves and a hard or soft
rake and maybe even a hat if it’s very bright.

In particular the dates are as follows:
13-May; 10-June; 8-July; 12-August; 9-September

Thank you, Charles Allen, Grounds Chair

Mother’s Day Buffet
May 14, 2017

$24/Adults , $12/Children

Carving Station:
Carved Prime Rib with au jus

Salads:
Tossed Salad, Ceasar Salad, 

Fresh Fruit Display

Soup:
Roasted Red Pepper Bisque

Entrees:
Seafood Primavera,

‘Fried Fish, 
Grilled Chicken with 

Asparagus and Swiss Cheese, 
Beef Tips with Mushroom Caps, 

Gouda Grits Station with Assorted Toppings

Sides:
Broccoli and Cheddar Casserolee, 

Creamed Corn, Turnip Greens, Rice Pilaf,
Mashed Potatoes

A Wide Assortment of Desserts

USSA Level One



MEMBERSHIP MEETINGNIGHT
Pasta Buffet! Choose the pasta, sauce and
ingredients you like for $10. 
SUNDAY FUN RACES: Join us! Sign
in at the bar to know your handicap. Join
the after-sailing fun at the bar to talk
about your race.
Monday night Pot Luck: 6:00, Bring a
dish and meet FYC members.
Tacos on Tuesday: Sunset on the Bay
and tacos. What could be better!
3rd Wednesdays: BEER & BINGO is
BACK from 6:30 to 8:30 
3rd Thursdays: REGATTA COMMIT-
TEE meets to plan and support club and
GYA racing events. Everyone is invited to
join the fun.
2nd Fridays: MOVIE NIGHT and sup-
per for our young members while you
enjoy the service in the Dining Room. 
3rd Fridays: SEAFOOD JUBILEE:
Taste your favorites or try some of Chef
Rob’s special ways with the bounty of the
Bay and Gulf !

May 13: CHILDREN'S CUP
CHARITY REGATTA The 8th

Annual Children's Cup
Regatta is coming up!  Kayak

races start at 9am, Sailboat races start at
noon! You can enter your boat and com-
pete, become a sponsor, volunteer, donate
a silent auction item, or bring your family
and friends to enjoy good food, live
music, kids activities and a fun day!
We've got some awesome items in the
auction so come check them out!  To get
involved call 610-4969, check out our
Facebook page, or go to http://give.chil-
drensal.org/regatta2017
May 14: MOTHER’S DAY BUFFET
Save Mom from the kitchen and bring
her to the special feast designed with her
in mind.
May 20: FOUNDER’S DAY PICNIC
celebrating 75 years of life on the bank of
Fly Creek and our beautiful Bay shore.
Join  us below deck to enjoy a Low
Country Boil and music by the El

Dorados from 4-8pm
May 27: RING AROUND THE BAY
REGATTA honoring PC Paul Ring, sail
a marathon-length race over the whole
bay and return for the trophy presenta-
tion and party at FYC after a day on the
best bay to sail on!
June 9/11: US SAILING AREA D
YOUTH CHAMPIONSHIP This is a
two-day, one design qualifying event for
national sailing regattas. We will host
three courses, and we have the regional
and national-certified PROs lined up for
all courses. We will need assistance with
mark set, pin set, safety boats, and per-
haps boats for judges. This is our biggest
youth sailing event of the year.
June 17: SUMMER SAILSTICE fills
the Bay with sails on the longest day as all
the bay clubs send fleets onto the water
to celebrate the return of Summer; 
Followed by CARIBBEAN NIGHT-
feasting, dancing, living the island way
below deck after your day on the water!
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Weekly dinner specials: Wed: Fried Catfish; Thurs: Country-fried
Steak; Fri: Prime Ribs; Sat: Baby-back Ribs

WHAT’s Happening at the Club!

Don’t forget the Pasta Buffet Special
for $10 on Meeting Wednesday!



Sarah
Jane
Burton

was the recipient of
the $500 dollar
scholarship. Kirksey
McIntosh, chairman
of the scholarship

program, presented the
award. Sarah Jane
attends Davidson
HighSchool and is the
granddaughter of Gwen
Ledger. Sarah Jane plans
to attend Tulane

University and want to work in inter-
national studies.

Diane Siefert spoke
about the Wor(1)d
HELO WEARABLE
BANDS. She passed
out a brochure about
the bentfits of this
band. Diane plans to bring the bands
to the next meeting.

Keri Benson
spoke about the
up-coming regat-
ta for the
Children’s
Hospital. The
regatta will take
place on April 13.
Keri asked the

Auxiliary to help with the children and
their families who are coming to the
rgatta. Elaine Postmas made a motion
that the auxiliary give $250 to help
these families; CY Fitzpatrick
approved the motion and Kirksy
McIntosh seconded.
Kathy Lambert is planned to give the
members tips on fashion for the May
meeting. It is hoped that attendees will
wear decorated hats and gloves as we
will be using this meeting to show our
spring hat creation. Everyone is invited.
Plans for the summer will also be dis-
cussed. Those in attendance will enjoy
a meal from the menu and other sur-
prises. 

FYC Auxiliary News - 

Peter Cottontail hopped over to hand out eggs!

Our Bun
showed up
again to bring
fun and goodies
to the children
and adults.
What are we
going to do
when Finn
becomes a 
doctor and
leaves us?



4/2: Sunday was a great day for sailing
and racing Dagnabit! Another blustery
day with plenty of wind, maybe 15 to 18
knots. 7 boats were out for the thrilling
ride. The wind was out of the SE and the
course was set (Glad to see you back Gypsy
Wind.) at X-SE-SW-NW-X. One impor-
tant Racing Principles is to "BE WHERE
THE WIND IS" and that proved helpful
to Dagnabit as she went inward on a star-
board tack, while the rest of the fleet went
on a port tack, for a wire to wire win.
Congratulations John and your super crew
Todd, Bob, and that little Lady Luck.
Skedadle and Whitehawk had an always
fun tacking duel with Skedadle crossing
the Finish Line only 18 seconds ahead of
Whitehawk.
The channel has been dredged so every-

one should be able to get out now.  Come
join the FUN.
4/9: Another day where the wind was

considerably stronger than the prediction.
It was blowing from the South at maybe
18 knots or so at the Start. Six boats
decided to hang in there and the course
was set at X-S-W-N-X. The waves seemed
bigger at the end and one boat said they
recorded 23 knots on their anemometer.
Sustained, Gust, True, Apparent, who
cares, it was strong. It was a fast race with

White Hawk finishing 1st a 3:15 (Good
job again Ben and Crew) with Skedadle
2nd a minute later, and Dagnabit 3rd a
minute after that. This is the last race in
the Spring Series until after the up coming
Regattas. With 2 races to go in May, the
Series Standings are White Hawk-31
points, (Looks like they are hard to beat,
but just for fun give it a try the last 2
races): Bondo Flyer-18 points: Tigress-18
points: Dagnabit-15 points; Skedadle-12
point: Wanderer-12 points: New Wake- 7
points: Gypsy Wind-3 points: Damn
Yankee-1 point.
OK, now are you ready for the Regattas?

Single Handed 4/15,  Dauphin Island
Warm Up 4/22, Dauphin Island Race
4/29 and Dauphin Island Return Race
4/30. Schedule your Boat Bottom
Cleanings with your guy 4/20 or 4/27.

John Helmstadter

Sunday Sailing Report 

Invited to Associate Membership:
Ernest (Bunky) Bishop
T.J. Murphy
Aubrey ( Jack) Wallace
David C, Wilson

Approved for Equity Membership:
Stephanie Lambert Beedy
John Buziak
S. Wesley Carpenter
Terry Gilbreath
Zachary Gonzalez
Charles L. Jackson
Patricia McPjherson
Ray Evan Stanley
Bowen Weir IV

Invited to Transitional Membership:
John Gregory Aucoin

Invited to Out of Area Non-Equity:
William Benton
William Megathlin
Welcome Aboard

Mike Landers
Membrship Chair

Membership Report
April 2017

This is actually a picture of John
Helmstadter on Dagnbit wiping out the
fleet for a flying win! 

Attention Kayak Owners!!!
In an effort to keep our grounds looking good and to allow our
members to enjoy our amenities, we are requiring registration
with a small fee payment of all kayaks kept on FYC kayak rack
or on the ground surrounding the rack.  The fee will be $10

per month billed quarterly to your account or payment by check of $100 for
the full year.  You will need to contact the water front director to fill out a
registration form, identify your kayak and receive a numbered sticker for the
kayak.  It is ou intent on adding additional rack space if needed so none of
the kayaks will be stored on the ground.  Any kayaks left unclaimed by June 1
will become the property of Fairhope Yacht Club.  Please contact the
Waterfront Director to register your kayak. Holly Murray  228-363-0073  or
holly@fairhopeyachtclub.com

It’s always a bit of a surprise
when you find Storm Chasers in
our parking lot! The end of the
month storms brought “Andy”

the StormTracker 1 to watch the
line of storms that were racing

across the Bay. High water, wind,
a lot of rain but no twisters!



Please support the Members whose Ads support the Mainsheet

W. Holt Naff

Financial Advisor

Merrill Lynch Pierce, Fenner & Smith Inc

NMLS ID: 1251059

THE HARTY CARPENTER GROUP




