
As we go into summer I'd like to remind
members of a few rules and policies.
We do not allow empty trailers to be parked

in the parking lot; parking is too high a premi-
um for a space to be taken up by a trailer.
Please park trailers, temporarily, after you
launch your boat at the end of Volanta. We are
looking at creating a few spots in the dry stor-
age area for temporary parking. 
We do not allow paid instructors to teach

swimming lessons at the FYC Pool. This has
been a policy since the pool was first opened.
Children over 21 years of age may not come

down to the club unattended and use their
parents membership.
If you have been checked out and take a sail

in a club boat, please inform the Sailing
Director Holly Murray or Fleet Captain
Phillip Durant of any broken or missing parts
or items, so that we can get them fixed.
The activation of the automatic gate did not

go as smoothly as we would have liked; as
with most new things we may have a few hic-
cups but eventually it should help keep non
members from using the boat ramp and keep
at least one parking area for member use only. 
This month we are hosting the US Sailing

Area D Youth Championship. A lot goes into
the planning and running of this kind of event
and I encourage anyone who would like to get
involved to contact our Rear Commodore
Scott Hartwell and sign up to help.
The search for a new head chef is progressing

and we should have someone in place by the
end of the month.
I hope everyone who attended the 75th

Anniversary party had a great time and I want
to thank PC Barbara Brown and Sarah
Johnson-Cox and Christine Banjanin for all
their planning. 
We will be launching the new website this

month. I hope members find that it is easier to
navigate and that it becomes a new source of
information for members.

Randy Fitz-Wainwright
Commodore

With the coming of warm Summer days, we will be seeing a great more chil-
dren and mothers crossing the parking lots heading for the pool. Please

remember that the speed in the parking lot is 10 mph and drive carefully!

From the Commodore
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The Children's Cup Regatta
was held last Saturday, May
13, and was a great day of sail-
boat races, kayak races, kids
activities, food, live music and
fun!  There were a record num-
ber of adult boats and the wind
was definitely in attendance!
The event, along with the
silent auction raised almost
$20,000 for patient
care at Children's.
Several local patient
families were in
attendance and got
to ride on a VIP
boat to watch the
races up close.  The
day ended with live
music from the FYC
Band Doc Rogers
and the Rock
Dodgers, who all
dressed up in hospi-

tal scrubs in honor of the
patients. 

Children's Hospital would
like to thank everyone who
came, volunteered, sailed and
donated to make this a huge
success for Alabama's sick
kids!

Kerrie Benson

Children’s of Alabama

The Children’s Cup excitement
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The First Beach Clean-Up has been
successful, making the beach ready
for the Children’s Cup Regatta Off
the Beach Kayak racing. We didn’t
get the names of the Clean-Up
Crew but here they are. Thank
them when you see them around the
club.

Chad Allen
House & Grounds Chair

A late Spring Sunset from the balcony

The fenced area under the clubhouse is off
limits.  If you don't have a gate key, you
have no need to enter the area.  This also
applies to times when the gate is open.  For
safety's sake, please obey the signage.
The club is missing equipment from club
boats and race and regatta gear.  It's impera-
tive that everyone respect club property and
its intended use.

Martha Payne
Race/Regatta Prep

Race & Regatta News

The FYC Junior Team at GYA Opening Regatta



Junior Commodore’s Report
Happy summer everyone! The juniors
had an exciting month of May as we
kicked off the summer sailing season and
prepared for summer sailing camp.
GYA Opening Regatta was at Gulfport
Yacht Club on May 6-7 and the juniors
had a great opening performance for the
season! On Saturday the sailors were met
with heavy winds and large rolling waves
out of the southwest, but our juniors had a
stellar performance on all courses. Day 2
the winds were out of the southwest and
shiftier, with light chop. Sara Boyd and I
won first place in the club 420 class, Pete
McGriff took first in the Laser Radial
class, Liam Bishop, Connor Cobb, and
Parker French got valuable practice out on
the Flying Scot course, Chandler Taloney
came in first overall in the Optimist fleet,
Nate Hartwell came in second overall in
Optimists, and Cruz Dabney came in
third overall in Optimists.
Congratulations, sailors! What a great
way to show off Fairhope Yacht Club!
May 13 was the Children's Cup Regatta
which many of our sailors initially partici-
pated in, such as Chandler Taloney and
Nate Hartwell in Optimists and three
FYC c420s, but one of the most exciting

facets of the regatta were the six rookie
sailors from our Bay Fleet class who sailed
in their first ever regatta! Congratulations
sailors, and we hope to see you out on the
water again soon!
A U.S. Sailing Class for the Level One
Certification was held this Memorial Day
weekend from May 27-30 under the
instruction of Kevin Gunn. Pete McGriff,
Connor Cobb, Liam Bishop, Braxton
Jones, Madison Johnson, Truitt Williams,
Mitchell Koser, and Nathan Valentine
passed the rigorous course in order to
become counselors at our summer sailing
camp! Evaluations included tests in knots,
a power boating practical, a sailing practi-
cal, a 5-minute speech, a 10-minute
speech, personal organization of a water
drill and land drill, and written tests on
power boating, sailing, and teaching fun-
damentals. We're so excited to gain this
many new staff members and are ready for
our best summer yet!
This May concluded the first year of the
Fairhope Community Sailing Program. If
you've been down at the yacht club on any
Friday afternoon throughout the school
year, you might have seen me or any of the
other juniors including Pete McGriff and

Sara Boyd out on the
water with 9 girls
from the Rotary
Youth Club. We use
the U.S. Sailing
REACH curriculum
to teach sailing
through STEM-
based methods,
which includes
teaching about buoy-
ancy, methods of
measuring wind, sail
area, and the ecosystem of our area.
Thanks to Southern Light and Fiber,
three of our girls will be participating in
summer sailing here at FYC, starting on
June 5. We are excited to incorporate new
diversity into our program and get started
with the girls in Optimists this summer!
As the sea breeze begins to come in
stronger and the sun stays up later, I hope
to see you out on the water more!
Remember, we want to get to know the
membership and you're always welcome
over at the boat barn! See you out on the
water!

Camille McGriff
Junior Commodore

The Summer Sailing schedule is filling up! Don’t miss the fun learning to sail !

The FYC Junior Team at GYA Opening Regatta



MEMBERSHIP MEETINGNIGHT
Pasta Buffet! Choose the pasta, sauce and
ingredients you like for $10. 
SUNDAY FUN RACES: Join us! Sign
in at the bar to know your handicap. Join
the after-sailing fun at the bar to talk
about your race.
Monday night Pot Luck: 6:00, Bring a
dish and meet FYC members.
Tacos on Tuesday: Sunset on the Bay and
tacos. What could be better!
3rd Wednesdays: BEER & BINGO 6:30
to 8:30. Fun and a chance to win a pot!
3rd Thursdays: REGATTA COMMIT-
TEE meets to plan and support club and
GYA racing events. Everyone is invited to
join the fun.
2nd Fridays: MOVIE NIGHT and sup-
per for our young members while you
enjoy the service in the Dining Room. 
June 9/11: US SAILING AREA D

YOUTH CHAMPIONSHIP
This is a two-day, one design
qualifying event for national sail-

ing regattas. We will host three courses,
and we have the regional and national-cer-
tified PROs lined up for all courses. We
will need assistance with mark set, pin set,
safety boats, and perhaps boats for judges.
This is our biggest youth sailing event of
the year.
June 17: SUMMER SAILSTICE fills the
Bay with sails on the longest day as all the
bay clubs send fleets onto the water to cel-
ebrate the return of Summer!
June 18: FATHER’S DAY BUFFET
designed with specials to please the man
in your life.
July 4: INDEPENDENCE DAYmeans

Family Day at the Club with
tents, picnics, swimming & sail-
ing and a place on the beach to
watch the fireworks. 2 inflatable

slides, snowcones and popcorn Below
Deck for the kids; the tiki bar will not be
open. Come down early; stay late and
enjoy the company of our member fami-
lies on our great beach and piers.
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Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation
(251-928-8888 for Dinner Reservations) Happy Hours 4-7pm EVERY NIGHT!

June~2017

Weekly dinner specials: Wed: Fried Catfish; Thurs: Country-fried
Steak; Fri: Prime Ribs; Sat: Baby-back Ribs

WHAT’s Happening at the Club!

Don’t forget the Pasta Buffet Special
for $10 on Meeting Wednesday!

It’s obvious school is out and we
will be seeing a lot more children
running around the club grounds
headed for the pool or sailboats,.
Please remember to drive carefully!
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A 75th Celebration followed by a Porch Social

Don’t forget the Pasta Buffet Special for $10 on Meeting Wednesday!
Weekly dinner specials: Wed: Fried Catfish; 

Thurs: Country-fried Steak; Fri: Prime Ribs; Sat: Baby-back Ribs

Commodores and
members gatherd
Below Deck for a
Low Country Boil
and Birthday cake
to celebrate the
75th Anniversary
of the founding of
Fairhope 
Yacht 
Club

The next day, Sunday, we
gathered on the Porch for
music, tasty treats and 
visiting with old and new
friends.



Take them out to sea!
Wow! The Staff
Appreciation Sail was
a success. Thank you
for volunteering to
take our members of
the FYC staff or
reserving your time:
Rick Skinner, Hayden
Montgomery, Scott
& Susan Laughlin,
Dr. Fred Miller, Mike
Wierzslowski,
Kennedy McLeod, Bob Watts, Ellis
Ollinger, John Helmsteadter, Gary Garner,
David Clarkson, Mike Connell, Rick Byrne,
Mikeal & Joel Donald. Everyone truly
enjoyed the afternoon.

A beautiful day with light winds for the
start and moderate winds for the finish
of the 26+ mile race brought 13 boats
out to honor Past Commodore Paul
Ring, sailing in the race we call “Ring
Around the Bay”
With Paul to pass
out the trophies,
Ben Batchelder
won overall and
PHRF Spin B;
Wes Stanley won
PHRF Spin A;
Rick Skinner won
PHRF Non-Spin
A and John

Helmstadter won PHRF Non-Spin B.
The PHRF Spin First went to PC Erik

Schmitz and
Second to Jimmy
Finch.
The After-Race
gathering brought
sailors and volun-
teers together to
enjoy refresh-
ments and tell
tales of this and
other days on the
water.

Ring Around the Bay!

The Race to La Habana ~ Eric Reuss

The biennial Pensacola a la Habana
Race was held May 1 through 6, the
start having been delayed for 36 hours
because of bad weather. Fairhope Yacht
Club was represented by Eric Reuss’s
Loophole, participating in the Classic
Cruiser Division. Other divisions were
Modern Cruiser and Racer. A total of 19
boats sailed the race, which started in
very light air. After the slow start, condi-
tions improved with generally good
close to broad reaching conditions pre-

vailing, but with a good bit of dead to
weather. The wind varied from light to
20 knots. Loophole sailed a more west-
erly course to pick up the Loop Current
early. That and a great 18 hour spin-
naker run at about 8 ½ knots helped it
finish well. A few of the slower boats got
caught by the next frontal system and
retired. Ultimately four boats did not
complete the race. First overall was
Robert Kriegel’s Acadia, a Classic
Cruiser. Loophole finished 2nd in the

Classic Cruiser Division, 4th among all
cruisers, and 6th overall. Eric was forced
to finish under mail and staysail, having
blown out his No. 1 genoa and the tack
on his No. 2. After the race the crews
enjoyed the hospitality of the Cuban
people, and many fond memories were
created. We are looking forward to the
2019 race.   
Congratulations, Eric, on getting all the
way in one piece and coming home safely
with a trophy!

The pictures clockwise: The Skipper in the heart of the Gulf; The Gulf at dawn;
Approaching La Habana; Skipper w/ 2nd place trophy; 
Metropolitan Cathedral; A view of the Street from our balcony; 

A bright Taxi.



5/10: Oh what a beautiful day!!  Sun
shining, 80 degrees, wind at 8 to 12
knots.  What could be better?  Course
was set at X-SW-NW-X and 7 boats
came out to enjoy a really fun race
with Wanderer crossing the Finish
Line 1st, (Nice job Ken) with Tigress
less than a minute later, and Bondo
Flyer 35 seconds after that.
You all probably know by now that
the Dauphin Island Race has been re-
scheduled for Saturday 5/20 and will
be a race around the Bay ending back
near the  Start Line.  We have our last
Sunday Fun Race Spring Series  5/21
and will go ahead with it since there
are 3 boats ( Tigress, Bondo Flyer, and
Wanderer) vying for 2nd place.
I'm glad to see several people using
the crew lists to pick up some good
crew.  Makes for smiling faces on both
the skipper and crew.
Hope to see you all at the Children's
Hospital of Alabama Regatta this
Saturday. Registration 9:00 am to
10:30 am, Skipper's Meeting 11:00
am, Race starts at 12:30 pm. Will be a
FUN DAY with lots of activities.
5/13: WOW.  What did you think of
the Children's Cup Regatta?  My crew
summed it up best.... “That was some
KICK ASS race!”  Now we have the
Dauphin Island Race - “Redo” this
Saturday, then the last Race of our
Sunday Spring Series 0n 5/21/17. 
This Sunday's Race (weather permit-
ting) will be a race for 2nd place in
the Series, as White Hawk has already
wrapped up 1st place with 31 points
(Although it would be fun to beat
them in this race).  Contenders for
2nd Place in the Series are:

Tigress 22 points
Bondo Flyer 21 points
Wanderer 17 points
Mathematically  Dagnabit has a Long
Shot for 3rd place.  Everyone else is
racing for FUN and Pride.
5/21: Not too surprising that we did-
n't have a race last Sunday due to the
weather and the grueling Dauphin
Island Race the day before.  So the
Spring Series (10 races ) is over and to
the winners go the spoils:
1st Place    White Hawk 31 points
2nd Place  Tigress 22 points
3rd Place   Bondo Flyer 21 points
Also scoring points:
Wanderer 17 points
Dagnabit 16 points
Skedadle 14 points
New Wake 7 points
Gypsy Wind 3 points
Damn Yankee 1 point
Hors d'Oeuvres  will be served at a
Trophy Presentation after the race
Sunday June 4th.  Hope to see you all
there.

SUNDAY FUN RACES SUNDAY FUN RACES 
SUMMER SERIES:SUMMER SERIES:

A Summer Series Race is scheduled
for every Sunday in June, July, and
August, except for Father's Day 6/18
(Also 6/17 is the Sailstice where all
Sailboats in the World are encouraged
to Sail ), and 7/2 which allows for a
long July 4th week end.  This gives us
11 races in the Series.

Sure hope to see you all out enjoying
the Bay this Summer.  Lots of good
sailing coming up.  Come join us.    .

John Helmstadter

Sunday Sailing Report 

Invited to Associate Membership:
George (Buddy) Bates Jr.
Robert (Bob) Knapp
Tommy Loftis
Judy Oxford
Margaret (Meg) Warrington

Approved for Equity Membership:
Charles (Chad) Allen IV 
Ken Brannock 
Ben Hagood 
John McBrayer 
Steven(Steve) F. Samry 
Martin (Marty) James Walsh 
Welcome Aboard

Mike Landers
Membrship Chair

Membership Report
May 2017

Sailing the return leg of the resched-
uled Dauphin Island Race, Don
Faircloth and company ran before 20-
30k winds and plenty of following seas.
FYC sailors brought home the
Governor’s Cup among other trophies.
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