
I hope everyone is having a good summer. Its
definitely been hot and lately very wet. Our
club has been busy with sailing camp, parties,
and just regular days and evenings with mem-
bers and guests enjoying everything we love
about coming down to FYC.  The Summer
Sailing Camps are coming to and end and our
new Sailing Director, Holly Murray, has done a
wonderful job organizing this important area
for our sailing future. If you have not met Holly
please take a moment to introduce yourself to
her and thank her for all her hard work. She is
settling in and has wonderful ideas for both
youth and adult sailing activities over the next
few months. 
Happily we have not had any brushes with
Hurricanes or tropical storms although some of
our recent thunderstorms have been very
strong. We should all take a moment to inspect
our dock lines and review our "Hurricane
Preparedness Plan" to be prepared for the rest of
the hurricane season. 
Now lets talk about some fun we are planning
for August. We will have our usual movie night
and porch socials but our big news is the First
Annual Fairhope Yacht Club Animal House
Toga Party. This was the brainchild of one of
our members and we are going to have a great
party. Sorry, no food fights, dying horses or
other juvenile frat antics will be allowed but we
are going to have a fun theme party for every-
one to enjoy. You can participate in two ways.
First and most important make or buy your
toga costume. We will have prizes for the best
costume. Second you have two options for the
evening treats. You may elect to pay a flat fee
for all of your wine, beer, and exquisite appetiz-
ers or you may just come and order your liba-
tions and eats from our regular menu. Please
make reservations for  tables of more than 4
people. 
You have probably noticed we are working on

the parking lot across the street . We hope this
process will be completed by the end of August.
Please be patient as we make this needed
improvement to our club. Also we have pur-
chased wrist bands to members to use for access
to our pool. They are free and can be obtained
from our pool attendants on duty or from Pat
in the office. We also have wrist bracelets for
guests that are distributed and collected by our
pool attendants. As always feel free to continue
to offer any suggestions for anything we can do
to improve our club. 

Gary Garner
Commodore

Heading for
Texas (L to
R): Chandler
Taloney,
Carter Smith,
Gil Hackel,
Joe Comer,
Joseph Smith,
Reid
Carpenter,
and Nate
Hartwell

From the Commodore Our Junior teams

Hurricane preparedness is everyone’s job. Your boat, your home, your
club must be part of your plan. 

The Harbor Hurricane Preparedness Plan
is ready for you to down load and review on the FYC website 
<http://fairhopeyachtclub.com> Don’t be unprepared!
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Your 2016 FYC Junior Lipton's Team (L-R, top row): Raymond Long,
Parker French, Samuel Koser, Liam Bishop, Cruz Dabney, Ellis
Ollinger, Robert Adams. (L-R, bottom row):  Eddie Adams, Kevin
Northrop, Conner Cobb, Camille McGriff, Sara Boyd, and Pete McGriff

Off the water after
Junior Lipton's, day
one: (L to R):
Connor Cobb, 
Liam Bishop,
Sidney Williams,
Pete McGriff,
Camille McGriff,
Sara Boyd, 
Parker French



“Private parties are a primarily a service
to members at Fairhope Yacht Club,” says
Pauline Stewart, FYC Event Coordinator.
“They are an amenity and a convenience
to the many members who choose to host
wedding receptions, bridal luncheons,
office parties and the like here at their
club.” Pauline estimates that 90% of all
the private functions held at the club are
hosted by a club member or the member’s
immediate family. Nonmembers who
wish to use the club’s facilities for an
event must have the sponsorship of a
member. 
The critical step in planning a party in

one of the club’s function areas is getting
on the calendar. “I know it’s barely
August,” says Pauline, “But it’s time to
reserve dates for holiday parties, particu-
larly for weekend nights.” Scheduled club
functions – regattas, for example, porch
and fireside socials, dance nights and the
like – take precedence, and private parties
will not be scheduled in conflict with
these club events. “Weekdays and week-
nights are easier to get on the calendar,”
she says, “And we can accommodate a
wide variety of groups during the week.”
There are several space options for pri-

vate parties. The Jubilee Room can
accommodate up to sixty people for a
seated meal, and 75 to 80 for a stand-up
reception. It also has the advantage of the
use of the wide covered porch overlook-
ing the harbor, which can be used for a
bar, or for guest overflow, or just for the
lovely view. The Ballroom, with its dra-
matic fireplace and mantel, can seat up to
130 for dinner, or as many as 250 for a
stand-up reception. “We absolutely cap it
at 250,” says Pauline. “Ideally, we like to
keep it at about 200 people.” The Main
Dining Room, which is available only on
days or evenings that the club is not open
to members, can seat up to 200 for a meal

and more for a reception-style event. “We
are happy to host events on days that the
club is closed, but we do require a mini-
mum of fifty guests in order to justify
staff and other costs,” explains Pauline. 
A critical consideration when planning

an event at the club is parking. The club
requires that hosts provide trolleys and
secure offsite parking, plus security, for
events with more than 100 guests. 
Pauline and Chef Rob Jur stand ready

to assist members in planning their per-
sonal, business, and holiday functions.
“Chef Rob is really excited about some
new menu items and some new artistic
presentations for special events,” says
Pauline. “We are both committed to
making our club a second home for our
members, and to making it easy for them
to entertain in style and with confidence.”
All the amenities of the club are available
for parties – audiovisual equipment,
tables and chairs, standard table linens
and glassware, vases and other décor
items – making it extremely convenient
for the member. Members must purchase
all liquor and food from the club and use
club bartenders and servers. “We do allow
for bringing in special items such as wed-
ding cakes and favors, birthday cakes, and
other themed desserts,” says Pauline. “We
really aren’t equipped to provide those
items, and most people want to choose
their own anyway.” 
To plan your FYC function, she says,

the first step is to contact her and reserve
a date and a space within the club. Once
that is done, the member has until a week
prior to the event to finalize the menu
and give a final number of guests. Pauline
and Chef Rob are ready to make sugges-
tions and literally to bring their experi-
ence to the table for the benefit of the
FYC membership. 

The Mainsheet is published monthly
by the Fairhope Yacht Club, a mem-
ber of the Gulf Yachting Association
and United States Sailing
Association.  Circulation includes all
Fairhope Yacht Club members and
GYA affiliated clubs.  The Mainsheet,
Fairhope Yacht Club, P.O. Box 1327,
Fairhope, AL  36533, or e-mail to
mainsheet@fairhopeyachtclub.com
by the 20th of the month prior to
publication.  
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Adult Sailing
Did you know several FYC Boats are available for member use? You just
need to become "certified" to use them. Did you know you can learn to

sail for free? Contact our Adult Sailing Coordinator for information or an
appointment: John Helmstadter (956) 495-5147 or helmsail@live.com

Know Your FYC - Sabe Fink PRIVATE PARTIES



Juniors at Meigs & Mobile’s Summer regatta

Please LIKE us on Facebook at Fairhope Jr. Yacht Club! 

Junior Commodore’s report Junior Calendar
Wow! The FYC Juniors need a rest as we

bring July to a close! 
As I write this, I am in Seattle sailing in the

US Sailing Jr. Women's Singlehanded
Championship on Lake Washington. What a
beautiful place! 
Junior Lipton's took place the weekend of

July 23 and 24 at Mobile Yacht Club. Five
races were held, and we finished 3rd, 3rd, 9th,
2nd, and 2nd. Our team was comprised of
Samuel and Mitchell Koser, Parker French,
Connor Cobb, Liam Bishop, Sidney Williams,
Cruz Dabney, Kelly Long, Sara Boyd, Pete
McGriff and myself. I speak on behalf of all
the Juniors when I tell you that we really
appreciate our members coming over to cheer
us on, including Coach Chris Dabney, coach
of Fairhope High School Sailing, Past
Commodore Steve Odom, Past Commodore
Carl Wainwright, Vice Commodore Randy
Fitz-Wainwright, GYA Commodore Cathy
Cromartie, and many others. Thank you for
supporting the Juniors--it meant a lot to us to
see you on the water and at Mobile Yacht
Club.
Summer Regatta took place on July 16 and

17 also Mobile Yacht Club. Unlike some years,

we had some good breeze
and were able to dodge
the thunder storms.  A
fun time was had by all!
We have a large contin-

gent of Opti sailors and
parents in Texas for Texas
Race Week at Lakewood
Yacht Club, Texas
Corinthian Yacht Club, and Houston Yacht
Club.  Our Opti sailors in Texas include
Chandler Taloney, Carter and Joseph Smith,
Gil Hackel, Reed Carpenter, Nate Hartwell
and Joe Comer. This is the largest contingent
of Fairhope Opti sailors that have ever attend-
ed Texas Race Week. Way to go, guys!
And, to top it all off, as of Friday, July 29,

FYC Summer Sailing Camp, 2016, is in the
books! What an awesome camp season it was.
All FYC Sailing counselors are US Sailing
Level One certified, and many thanks to my
fellow counselors Forrest Pearson, Sidney
Williams, Samuel Koser, Max Morgan, and
Sara Boyd.  Of course, we could not have done
it without our Counselors-In-Training
(CIT's), Liam Bishop, Parker French, Mitchell
Koser, and Pete McGriff.  Special thanks also

goes to our new Waterfront Director, Ms.
Holly Murray, for all her help and guidance.
We’re not finished with summer, and the

sailing continues!  In August, FYC Juniors will
be all over the GYA sailing in competition at
Liptons, Galloway, Knost, and on and on . . .
and so it goes!  See you on the water!

Camille McGriff
Junior Commodore

FYCJr MEETING 
1ST WED-6:30PM
JuNIor raCING

august 20/21
Galloway - GYC

GYa Sunfish/Laser 
Championship 

September 10/11
Back to School regatta -PontYC

Dinghy Challenge 
• GYa Laser Circuit 
• Laser, c420 

September 24/25
Wadewitz regatta - FYC

• GYa c420 Circuit

Fairhope sailors
Eddie & Robert
Adams took FYC
Juniors Liam
Bishop and Parker
French to Meigs
Regatta in Fort
Walton, July 9th &
10th where they
placed 5th in the
Capdevielle Flying
Scots.

Summer Regatta:  Coach Ellis Ollinger gives last minute instructions to Camille
McGriff, Sara Boyd and Liam Bishop on the tow out

FYC Juniors headed to Summer Regatta at MYC (L to R):  Sara Boyd, Parker
French, Liam Bishop, Camille McGriff, and Pete McGriff
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Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation
(251-928-8888 for Dinner Reservations) Happy Hours 4-7pm EVERY NIGHT!

August~2016

WHAT’s Happening at the Club!
MEMBERSHIP MEETING
NIGHT Pasta Buffet! Chef Rob has
put together a special Pasta Buffet on
meeting night so you can enjoy a meal
prepared for you before attending the
meeting. For $10, you can choose the
pasta, sauce and ingredients you like. 
THURSDAY & SUNDAY Fun
Races: Join us! Sign in at the bar to
know your handicap. Join the after
sailing fun at the bar to talk about
your race.
Monday night Pot Luck: 6:00, Bring
a dish and enjoy the evening with FYC
members.
Tacos on Tuesday: Sunset on the Bay
and tacos. What could be better!
3rd Wednesdays: BEER & BINGO
2nd Fridays:Movie night and supper
for our young members while you
enjoy the service in the Dining Room. 
3rd Fridays: Seafood Jubilee: Local
Crab, Oysters, Fish and Shrimp for a
great meal. 

August 20: TOGA PARTY, 7-10p.m.
The Back Pew Riders will be the enter-
tainment band! Reservations suggested!!
August 21: PORCH SOCIAl, 6-8p.m.
Featuring Marissa Cazalaz. She has played
for FYC before and very well received.
September 3/5: SIR THOMAS LIP-
TON CHALLENGE: Across the bay at
Buccaneer Yacht Club, this is your chance
to see the coveted trophy and watch a
hard-fought 3-day regatta with the best of
the GYA competing in our back yard.
September 8: ROMAN STREET band
will play in our dining room, 6-8p.m.
Reservations recommended! 
September 18: PORCH SOCIAL from
-p.m. Jim Coleman trio will be playing!
September 24/25: OUR OWN FALL
FESTIVAL OF SAILING, THE
WADEWITZ REGATTA: be a part of
all the festival, on the water or ashore, this
will include the GYA Lightning
Championship for the Overton Cup. 

Miss Martini Night? Not with Ol’ Blue-
eyes there to watch over the fun! The
music for the evening was by J.R. Owens.

Weekly dinner specials: Wed: Fried Catfish; Thurs: Country-fried Steak; 
Fri: Prime Ribs; Sat: Baby-back Ribs



4
Lipton 
Challenge
BucYC

5
Lipton Challenge
BucYC

6pm PotLuck

6
Taco Tuesday!

7  Pasta Buffet!

6:30 JrYC
7:30 M’ship
Meeting

8  
Roman Street
in the Dining

Room

9
Movie Night

6:30pm

10

25
Wadewitz
Regatta

FYC

26
6pm PotLuck

27
Taco Tuesday!

28 29 Aux 

Fashion Show &

Shopping Spree

30

30
Ladies at the

Helm!
31
6pm PotLuck

18  
Porch SocialPorch Social

6-8pm

19            
6pm PotLuck

20   
Taco Tuesday!

21
Beer & Bingo

22     23 24
Wadewitz
Regatta

FYC

1 2
Auxillary

Lunch

3 

Lipton 
Challenge
BucYC

11     12
6pm PotLuck

13  
Taco Tuesday!

14

Membership
Comm.

15 16

Seafood JubilSeafood Jubileeee

17

11am-8pm 4-9pm(Bar) 4-9pm(Bar) 4pm-9pm 4pm-9pm 11am-10pm 11am-10pm

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation
(251-928-8888 for Dinner Reservations) Happy Hours 4-7pm EVERY NIGHT!

Another successful Children’s
Cup Regatta and Party. Kerrie
Benson presented Commodore
Gary Garner with a plaque in
appreciation of the work our
members and their guests did
to make the event great.

September~2016

Weekly dinner specials: Wed: Fried Catfish; 
Thurs: Country-fried Steak; 

Fri: Prime Ribs; Sat: Baby-back Ribs

IT’S TIME TO BOOK YOUR 

HOLIDAY PARTY!!

What about having your family or business
Holiday Party at the Club? We can
accommodate 15 to 150 - lunch, 
dinner or cocktail party! Contact
Pauline at 928-8888 ext 2. We can
help you throw a spectacular event!

We scored again

This year’s poster was designed by
Laura Cardell, here helping her
proud Dad select the music for the
day and guests to enjoy with the
food after the special children’s
play areas 



On Monday, August 22, the Ladies
Auxiliary Cocktail Party will take place at

the Club.  There will be a Cash Bar.
Auxiliary members attending are asked to bring and appe-
tizer.  An invitation goes out to all member and potential
members. 

Seventeen artistic members of the FYC and FYC
Auxiliary are supporting the Fairhope Art Center’s proj-
ect: “Art on a Limb” by contributing a painting.  The pro-
gram is a project of the City as well as Fairhope Yacht
Club.  A big “thank you: to all our volunteers.   

Coming in September, the Fashion Show and Shopping
Spree

FYC Auxiliary News 

July 6, 2016 BY-LAW CHANGES approved

Above at Grand Lagoon YC: (Left to Right) Pamela
Gutierrez along with Jacque McCants, Sandra Cashion,
CY Fitzpatrick, Elaine Postman, Tracy Hirsh and Sophie
Hirsh

At right at Pass Christian YC: Back Row (Left to Right)
Dell Brown, Jo-Anne Crawford, Tracy Hirsh, Louise
Wallace and Jacque McCants   Front Row Pam
Gutierrez, Connie Flowers, a friend and CY Fitzpatrick
Join us for the last yacht club visit on August 12!

Article IV-Dues, Section 3.
Approved change
May 4,2016, monthly dues for
Equity, Floating Equity, Out of Area
Non-Equity and Associate member-
ship are Fifty-Six Dollars ($56.00);
for Senior Equity and Transitional
membership monthly dues are
Twenty-Eight Dollars ($28.00).

Article 1 Membership
Approved change
All applicants for membership must
be past the age of twenty-one
years and have their principal place
of residence within 100 miles of the
Fairhope Yacht Club. 

Art on a Limb



There was a fire exercise at FYC in
May, meaning it was not a drill, but a
real fire. It was beside the dumpster, dif-
ficult to access due to the enclosure, the
result of a cigarette thrown in that
direction and extinguished by Juniors.
Next during Sunday brunch there was
an evacuation exercise of FYC. Thanks
to all present for participating and
cooperating and thanks especially to
FYC staff for their leadership in com-
pleting the exercise and making it a suc-
cess. So now two boxes can be complet-
ed for Best Practices for fire & life safe-
ty. 
And now for a safety commentary of
sorts. What is everyone’s greatest loss
concern especially this time of year?
Hurricanes right, we know we are going
to experience one sooner or later, but
consider this. The greatest personal
injury type at FYC is accident slip-trip-
fall. Greatest property damage-fender
bender, usually hit and run. Now com-
bine them and what do you have? Run
over pedestrian and it could be a child.
This should be everyone’s greatest loss
concern, and it can be prevented. Don’t
let your children play in the parking lot

and attend to your children especially if
they are shorter than a vehicle window
height. The FYC parking lot is small
and congested. 
Audrey and I attended the Great

Martini Bar Party Saturday night. We
were lucky; we got a parking place in
the asphalt lot in the second row. I
perimetered the car; there was a pod of
adults and young children in front of
our car on the first row, other vehicle
lights were blinking indicating prepara-
tion for entry and departure. I hastened
to get out of their way. I was aware that
there was one short child loose in the
parking lot to our rear. I sat down,
buckled up gave another 360 degree
look and started into reverse. There was
movement in the people pod in front of
us, also another pod had appeared
between the cars to our rear all the way
across the parking lot. I stopped, I
could not find the child, I asked
Audrey to help me look for the child,
went to reverse again with foot on the
brake, stopped; Audrey help me look
there are children loose in the parking
lot, went to reverse foot on the brake,
dead slow. Then barely visible above the
passenger side car door a little bit of
blond hair as the child skipped by! 
Audrey launched from the seat slam-
ming the door and was the Raging
Cajun very few people know and don’t
want to meet, rather than the sweet
demur Audrey that you are familiar
with. She started addressing the pod of
people in front of us. They said they
were sorry; we were all almost VERY
sorry. And by the way please don’t drive
through the parking lot the wrong way,
there is just no need for that, you can’t
park that way. The parking lot is small,
drive around the right way.  

Was it just too hot to sail in July? No report from club sailing.

harbor
report

Just a gentle
reminder that

hurricane Season is
here. please make
sure all your lines

are secure and 
preparations are

made. 
Do not wait

until the laSt
minute.

Club Sailing  - the John Helmstadter Report

Invited to Associate in June:
Mark McCullins
James Jennings
David Brasfield
Edward Burg
Haden Giddings
Kingsley McCullum
Josh Montgomery
Robert Dudley

Invited to Transitional:
Cole Wainwright

Members invited to Equity
in June:

Arthur Nickell
Dr. Henry Esham
Mignon Bishop

Invited to Associate in July:
Richard Shaw
James Beck
Jeffrey Jackson
Luke Landry
Martha Allegri
Jill Godard
Justin Chappell
Jack Burns
Gloria Stewart
Charlie Hill
Tommy Broadhead

Members invited to Equity
in July:

John Green
Craig Simmons
Brad Agerton
Art Nickell
Dr. Henry Esham
Mignon Bishop

Welcome aboard, 
Mike Landers, Chair

Membership Report
June & July 2016

Marine Safety & Insurance - David Barr
SAFETY IN THE PARKING LOT!

The Computer health of the Mainsheet is maintained by The
Computer Doctors. Without their help, your Editor who is
Computer-illiterate would be in serious trouble. We highly recom-
mend their work if you need computer assistance.

<marc@TheComputerDoctors.net> 251-955-552



Please support the Members whose Ads support the Mainsheet


